SPANISH DEPARTMENT
SOLORIO ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL

My name is Vanessa Garcia, and I have been
teaching at Solorio Academy High school since it
opened its doors to the community in 2010. I was
born in Lima, Peru, and I’ve lived in Chicago since
2001. I graduated from Northeastern Illinois
University in 2009 with a Bachelor’s in Spanish
Education. Last year, I obtained my Master’s degree
in Latin American Culture and Literature, and in
2014, I was awarded the Maraldi Award for
Teaching Excellence. I referred to Solorio as my
second home and I love what I do, what I teach and
my students. I currently teach Spanish I honors to
Heritage Speakers and AP Spanish Language and
Culture.

Mission: To equip students with
language proficiency and
cultural expressions in the
target language. Students are
the architects of a social
and cultural bridge; connecting
two worlds together. 	
 
Vision: As a department we
embrace diversity of the
Spanish speaking
world. Our Spanish courses
provide students with integral
language and
cultural experiences. Students
have the opportunity to gain
college credit
and become effective bilingual
members of society.

My name is Griselda Puentes, and I
started teaching at Solorio during the 2012-2013
academic school year. I have a BA in Secondary
Education with a concentration in Spanish and
minor in Art History and Architecture and a MAT
in Spanish from the University of Illinois in Chicago.
I have taught almost all levels of Spanish, but I'm
currently teaching Spanish I and II for Heritage
Speakers. My interests include reading, traveling
and spending time with my family.

Contact Us @
Vanessa Garcia/ Spanish Teacher
Department Chair
Vsgarcia1@cps.edu
Griselda Puentes/ Spanish Teacher
Gpuentes1@cps.edu
Emma Campbell/ Spanish Teacher
ekcampbell@cps.edu
Richard Flack/ Spanish Teacher
raflack@cps.edu
Kaley Jowers/ Spanish Teacher
kejowers@cps.edu
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My name is Emma Campbell, and I graduated from
the University of Iowa in 2011 with a major in
Spanish and Secondary Education. After graduation,
I spent two years teaching English abroad in
Logrono, Spain. In 2013, I received my Master’s in
Urban Education from National Louis University
after completing a year long teaching residency with
Academy of Urban School Leadership. This is my
fourth year at Solorio, and I have taught various
levels in the Spanish department. For the 2017-2018
school year, I am teaching AP Spanish Language
and Culture as well as Spanish I for Heritage
Speakers.
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Helpful Spanish Websites
www.wordreference.com
www.elpaís.com
www.cnnespañol.com
www.duolingo.com

My name is Richard Flack, and I started my
teaching career at Solorio with the 2015-16 school
year. I was born and raised in Wisconsin and have
lived in many places across the country, and even
internationally when stationed with the ARMY. I
have a BA in Spanish and a MA in Latin American
Literature and Culture, both from Northeastern
Illinois University. I have spent my adult life in
public service of one kind or another, and I am
passionate about my current role where I can
empower youth through education so that they may
continue to right the many social injustices in the
world. I teach both the non-speakers and heritage
classes, as well as my love: AP Spanish Literature.

Solorio Sites

www.solorioacademy.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eri
c_Solorio_Academy_High_School
https://www.facebook.com/solor
ioacademy/
https://twitter.com/soloriohs?lan
g=en
https://twitter.com/soloriosports
?lang=en
https://twitter.com/soloriofootball?lang=en
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My	
  name	
  is	
  Kaley	
  Jowers,	
  and	
  I	
  graduated	
  from	
  
the	
  University	
  of	
  Central	
  Florida	
  in	
  Orlando,	
  
Florida	
  with	
  a	
  Bachelor’s	
  degree	
  in	
  English	
  
Literature	
  with	
  minors	
  in	
  Spanish	
  and	
  Nonprofit	
  
Management.	
  I	
  earned	
  a	
  Master	
  of	
  Arts	
  in	
  
Teaching	
  from	
  Dominican	
  University	
  and	
  am	
  
currently	
  pursuing	
  my	
  Masters	
  of	
  Literacy	
  
Education	
  with	
  Northeastern	
  Illinois	
  University.	
  I	
  
began	
  teaching	
  at	
  Solorio	
  in	
  2013	
  as	
  an	
  English	
  
teacher,	
  a	
  role	
  I	
  spent	
  4	
  years	
  in.	
  This	
  year,	
  I	
  am	
  
excited	
  to	
  join	
  the	
  Spanish	
  department	
  as	
  a	
  
Spanish	
  II	
  for	
  Heritage	
  Speakers	
  and	
  a	
  Spanish	
  I	
  
for	
  Non-‐‑heritage	
  Speakers	
  teacher.	
  I	
  am	
  also	
  the	
  
JV	
  Girls’	
  volleyball	
  coach,	
  a	
  senior	
  class	
  
committee	
  advisor,	
  and	
  a	
  OneGoal	
  Program	
  
Director,	
  and	
  my	
  interests	
  including	
  reading,	
  
cooking,	
  traveling,	
  and	
  drinking	
  coffee.	
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