Weekly Memos – January 14, 2019
Senior Showcase Highlights Top Talent
I am always quick to talk about the talent that lies within this district- teachers,
school leadership, and the district administration that helps drive success. But
there is another pool of talent that is up and coming that possesses
unbelievable skills- our very own students. And if you don’t believe me, I’d
like to extend an invitation for you to come see for yourself. Our seniors will
be having their Annual Senior Showcase at Fayette-Ware on Friday, January
18th, and the public is encouraged to attend from 9:30 AM-11:30 AM.
Students have worked diligently all semester to create a project of their
choosing that captures a particular talent or skill they possess. Original musical compositions, beauty
and bath products, handcrafted furniture, original clothing designs, and a billiards table were just a few
of the plethora of incredible creations our very own students produced last year. When viewing these
exhibits, you get a glimpse into the talent that lies within Fayette County and the real potential these
students hold. And you would never believe what these students are capable of doing if you don’t see it
for yourself; you become filled with pride in their accomplishments, as if each child were your own.
That’s when you realize it’s your mission to provide every student with what they need to flourish and
become successful, from enriching programs to challenging materials to supports. It is not only our job
but our duty to ensure an environment where each child can reach their fullest potential.

Planned Power Outage
There has been some recent discussion around Chickasaw Electric Company’s planned power outage
that will occur on Tuesday, January 15th and how that will affect our schools. I have maintained an open
line of communication with Chickasaw Electric throughout their planning process and can safely say
that the power outage will affect a minimal part of the school day and only a few schools within the
impacted area. We have been notified that Buckley-Carpenter Elementary may experience a 20-minute
power outage between 8:30 AM-9:00 AM while Fayette-Ware High School, East Junior High, and
REACH Academy may experience a 25-minute power outage between 9:40 AM-10:30 AM. We
appreciate the discussion and open dialog with Chickasaw Electric that has assisted us in our forward
planning.

Ringing in the New Year with
School Resource Officers,
Through Local Partnerships
What a great way to start the new year off,
then to know, that our learning
environment is safe for all our students?
This has been a dream of Dr. King’s since
2015 that has now become a reality. We
are grateful for our partnership with
Fayette County Sheriff’s Department to
receive the gift of four (SRO). These SRO
will be housed at the high and middle
schools and will support the elementary
schools as needed. A huge thank you to the
Fayette County Board of Education and
the Fayette County Commission for
matching funds to support this program.
This is just one way that we are demonstrating to our community that we believe student safety is a
must and should always be our first priority.

Advance Financial 24/7
Advances Oakland PTO
FCPS would like to give a big hearty thank
you to our newly opened Advance Financial
24/7. They have now partnership with
Oakland Elementary by donating $1,000
dollars to the school PTO. By their
contribution they are investing in our
children to meet educational needs and goals.
Oakland Elementary has been blessed
generously by the donation and are very
thankful to become partners with such a great
organization.

A Giant LEAP Forward
Fayette County Public Schools is a
system prepared to meet the needs of
gifted students. Under the direction of
Ms. Sheila Cassady, Gifted and
Talented Coordinator, a strong program
for these motivated scholars has begun.
Gifted learners are qualified for the
Learning Enriched Academic Program
(LEAP) through testing and extremely
high percentile rankings. Among items
to be explored are research, creative
problem-solving and reaching students’ intellectual potentials. Ms. Cassady can be reached at Oakland
Elementary School by calling 465-3804.

Wildcats- Where Are They Now?
A recent graduate from Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High
School, T’Yana Hudson is making great gains in her educational
journey. After her 2018 graduation with honors, T’Yana, the
daughter of Troy and LaQuinta Hudson, chose Austin Peay
University in Clarksville, TN. While maintaining a GPA of 3.5,
this dedicated freshman Psychology major is active in The Black
Student Union, Student Alumni Association and Governors
Programming Council. Recently, T’Yana was inducted into the
National Leadership Society of Success. FCPS is deeply proud
and looks forward to sharing this Wildcat’s future
accomplishments.

Celebrating Thirty-Somethings
Three Students at Fayette-Ware have been inducted into the
30+ Club for their ACT Scores! While two juniors scored thirty
and above, Jordan Blizzard, a senior, accomplished an
improved score of 33! Way to go, Wildcats!

Fine Tuning Their Bands
Fayette County Schools’ Music Department is excited to announce the return of Mrs. Stacie Griffin as
Junior High Band Leader. Both East and West Junior Highs combine to build the skills necessary for
moving on to high school band. The Wildcats’ Marching Band is training under the skillful new
direction of Mr. Andrew Swortzel.

The Heat Is on in
Academic Pentathlon
Although it is winter, the
pressure for Academic
Pentathlon is already intense.
In a recent academically
challenging Fine Arts Contest,
each Junior High produced a
big winner! Molly Eubanks
from WJHS scored highest in
the music division while
Emma Self took top honors in
art for EJHS. Cash prizes were awarded.

New Year Welcomes New Students!
The first school week of 2019 brought smiles to several
FCPS schools as enrollment continues to grow. At Oakland
Elementary, one particular day saw the arrival of four new
friends! Dr. Harris was pleased to welcome these Stars to
the FCPS family.

Fayette-Ware Freshmen Boys Roll in the Warehouse!
On Thursday night, Jan 3rd, Fayette-Ware Freshmen Boys hosted the freshmen of Dyer County at the
Warehouse. Last time they met was in Newbern and with no subs, the Wildcats still upset the Choctaws
55-36. This time was different, in that the Wildcats had plenty of reserves and rolled to another win!
Great job Jr Wildcats, as they win 66-30 over the Choctaws!

For Fayette-Ware JV Boys “Two out of Three Aint Bad”
On Saturday, Jan 5th the Fayette-Ware JV squad participated in a JV only tournament at Dyer County
High School. The boys played very well almost getting a clean sweep of all 3 games. At 11am the boys
played an under matched JV team from USJ and won easily. Then after a two hour wait, the boys
played Covington JV and that game was a thriller. Junior Wildcats battle back and forth with the
Chargers swapping the lead several times. Then down by one and with possession of the ball in the last
seconds, Wildcats ran a play called by Coach Stokes and Coach Chearis. The play was ran almost to
perfection, Fayette-Ware took the shot but it rimmed out at the buzzer. Jr Wildcats fell to Covington 5051. Then Fayette-Ware waited another hour then took on the Choctaws of Dyer County and beat them
fairly easy. Fayette-Ware Jr Wildcats just had too much talent coming off the bench. Jr Wildcats beat
Dyer County JV 59-47! It was a long and exhausting day for the boys but they did Fayette-Ware and
Fayette County proud!

Fayette-Ware Wildcats Both Fall at Bolivar
On Tuesday, Jan 8th the Fayette-Ware Wildcats traveled to Bolivar Central High. Lady Wildcats could
not get any kind of rhythm going and lost to the Lady Tigers 37-58. Afterwards, the Wildcat boys took
to the court and it was an epic battle from the beginning. Wildcats started with a 6 point lead, then
Bolivar tied it and took the lead by 4 with a 16-20 lead after the first quarter. But by the half and couple
lead changes, Fayette-Ware lead at the half 36-32. With just over 3 minutes left in third, Bolivar took
the lead by 3 and never gave it up. Bolivar’s lead would grow to 10 twice but the Wildcats would claw
back into it. In the final minutes, the Tigers started to pull away for the clean win. Wildcats fall to
Bolivar 58-71.

