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The following statement is from the ASC WASC website and
represents the philosophy of the organization whose
accreditation Norwalk La Mirada Adult School proudly holds:

“The philosophy of the Accrediting Commission for Schools
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Our WASC visitation is
January 27th - 30th. Check
out the schedule of events.
O U T S TA N D I N G
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Read an amazing poem by
one of our HSD students,
Iliana Blanco.
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centers upon three beliefs: (1) a school’s goal is successful
student learning; (2) each school has a clear purpose and
school -wide student goals; and (3) a school engages in
external and internal evaluations as part of continued school
improvement to support student learning.
Accreditation is integral to a school’s perpetual cycle of
assessment, planning, implementation, monitoring, and
reassessment based upon student achievement. It fosters
excellence in elementary, secondary, adult, and
postsecondary education by encouraging school
improvement through a process of continuing evaluation
and to recognize, by accreditation, schools that meet an
acceptable level of quality in accordance with established
criteria. In addition to its official title, WASC also means We
Are Student-Centered.” https://www.acswasc.org/
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Message From Our Director

Sharon Todd

Dear Colleagues,
It is hard to think of much more than our WASC Accreditation Visit that begins on Sunday. I
hope you have enjoyed the collaborative work required to create and commit to a mission
statement and school learner outcomes for each one of our students.
This is the Difth WASC Self-Study of which I have been a part. I do not recall much about the
Dirst one as a new counselor at La Mirada High School, but it was clear from my colleagues that
it was a dreaded task to be endured. That feeling of dread greeted my second and third gorounds, though I did see a glimpse of purpose and value in the process. During my fourth
WASC, our NLMAS visit of 2013, I was on a personal mission to make meaning out of this
critical accreditation. Surprisingly, and gratefully, the effort and outcome were much more
gratifying. The most familiar comment from those of you involved then was, “I learned so
much visiting classes!” Observing the heart of our program is indeed a joy.
So, here I am at the Difth. Actually, here WE are at my Difth. It has been a wonderful experience
discussing the subtle but signiDicant changes to our mission and SLOs, listening to your
discussions, witnessing your strong collegial work and sensing your passion for and
commitment to our students. As I mentioned last Friday, this is the most calm and conDident
I’ve been leading up to a WASC visit. I could credit that to age and experience, but the truth is
you are the most dedicated and close-knit staff with whom I’ve had the pleasure of “WASCing”.
Enjoy the visit. You are the soul of an outstanding Adult School program!
Sharon
January 2019
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WASC Visitation Schedule

Sunday, January 27th
3:45 - 4:30 PM
4:30 - 5:30 PM

Visiting Committee meets with the Adult Ed. Services Team
WASC Visiting Committee Reception (Norwalk MPR)

Monday, January 28th
8:00 - 8:30 AM
8:30 - 10:20 AM
10:30 - 11:30 AM
10:45 - 11:30 AM
1:00 - 2:00 PM
2:00 - 3:00 PM
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Visiting Committee meets with the Adult Ed. Services Team
Classroom Visits (La Mirada and Norwalk)
Visiting Committee meets with student councils (La Mirada and Norwalk)
Classroom visits (Norwalk)
Instructional Program Focus Group meets with Visiting Committee
Assessment Focus Group meets with Visiting Committee
Classroom visits (Norwalk)

Tuesday, January 29th
8:00 - 8:30 AM
8:30 - 10:30 AM
8:30 - 11:00 AM
11:00 - 12:00 PM
1:00 - 2:00 PM
2:00 - 3:00 PM
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Visiting Committee meets with the Adult Ed. Services Team
Classroom Visits (Southeast Academy and La Mirada)
Classroom Visits (Norwalk)
Visiting Committee lunch with community members
Curriculum Focus Group meets with Visiting Committee
Student Support Services Focus Group meets with Visiting Committee.
Classroom visits (Norwalk)

Wednesday, January 30th
8:00 - 8:30 AM
12:30 - 1:30 PM

Visiting Committee meets with the Adult Ed. Services Team
Visiting Committee presents their Dindings report (Norwalk MPR)
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Outstanding Student Work

Father
By NLMAS student, Iliana Blanco

1. It’s a man, how can I call him?
2. Oh! My father a tall man
3. Whom always gets late on a date
4. And does not communicate
5. With his daughter.

6. I can not tolerate, how he does not dedicate
7. Time for his daughter.
8. I understand it does not matter
9. Because of his wife
10. And that’s what separates us.

11. It’s sad how I’m waiting for his apologies
12. But I think, it will not happen
13. He’s too proud and it will not let him do it.
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