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Update

Welcome to Pathways Charter School! We are so excited that you have chosen
Pathways to support you and your child in your school program this year! I wanted
to personally extend a welcome to you and invite you to browse our online
resources outlined below. I had the opportunity to meet many of you at your
regional back-to-school events earlier in September. I will be traveling to each
region throughout the fall to host informal “meet-and-greets” and I would love to
hear your input about how we can grow and improve our school program. For now,
please check out these tools.
Get Connected:
Did you know that Pathways has their own Facebook page? Not only do we have a
Facebook page- we also have a parent group, which is intended to connect parents
and allow parents to ask questions or seek support from other parents. Come join
us!
Student Gmail Accounts:
For grades 6th-12th, many teachers and class instructors use your child's Pathways'
gmail account for communication. Be sure that your child has set up their gmail
account and checks their email daily. This is a great resource for staying connected
with your teacher and the school.
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Sonoma Principal Hire:
As you may know, we currently have an Interim Principal in Sonoma County. Cheryl Townsend worked for
Pathways ten years ago and is back now helping us out during this gap between Byron’s departure and our
hiring of a new permanent principal. A committee of staff is working on the hiring process and timeline and
we hope to have the new hire in place by November 1st. We will announce the hire, and the date for an
opportunity for students and parents to meet the principal, as soon as the hire is official.
Parent Training
Overseeing the daily academic work of your student can be a big job! We want to support you in your role and
are working to develop a variety of parent training and support tools. Starting with an honest family
conversation about daily and weekly schedules and how and when work will be completed is a good place to
begin. For more topics to consider and support tools, please visit our website. From our main webpage, if you
select Parents- Parent Training (appropriate grade level), you will find arrange of support tools including:
·
A narrative description of what we call “beginning your journey” about ideas to consider during your
first few months of the program.
·
A variety of documents such as to support new parents.
Student Work Showcase:
Calling all students! Please help me bring some life to my office by sharing with me your work projects! I
have created a bulletin board in my office called "Student Work Showcase". Each month, I will post student
work for display. If your child has a piece of art, written work or something else that they would be willing to
display, please email it to me or mail to the address below. If you want it returned, please just note how to get
it back to you and the date when you want it returned. Mail to: Director, Pathways Charter, 150 Professional
Center Drive suite C Rohnert Park CA 94928.
Calendar
Under the tab “Contact US” we have both a live School-Wide google calendar and a PDF version of the full
year. If you use the google calendar, be sure to check the box in front of the region where you live so that
those events will also populate on the calendar.

Every October, schools and other organization across the country join STOMP OUT Bullying in observing
National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month. The goal of these activities is to encourage and empower
students to work together to stop bullying and cyberbullying. We encourage students and staff join in and
actively participate in this effort to increase awareness of this issue that negatively affects our students.
How can you participate in the simple, but powerful, activities?


Monday, October 1st: Go Blue! Students and staff are encouraged to wear blue to show support
against bullying.
 The week of October 8th: Be a leader and meet a new friend. Take action to engage with other
Field
students and talk to a student that you
don’tTrip
alreadyUpdate
know. Challenge others to be kind.
 The week of October 15th: Be Kind. Go out of your way to speak and act positively to others. Write
an encouraging note or give a compliment. We will have a “Kindness Wall” set up for students to leave
encouraging notes on.
 The week of October 22nd: No one eats alone. Make sure to include fellow students and support each
other with friendship and kindness. Take time to learn about each other.
To learn more visit: https://stompoutbullying.org/
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The Great Central U.S. ShakeOut is an annual opportunity to practice
how to be safer during big earthquakes: “Drop, Cover, and Hold on!”. On
October 18th, at 10:18 am, Pathways will participate in a school-wide
earthquake safety drill to promote earthquake safety awareness. All
students and staff on campus will participate. For more resources and
information on how you can prepare your home and family for an
earthquake, please visit: https://www.shakeout.org/centralus/index.html

Pathways Library

Pathways students and community members are invited
to join teacher Julie Carter on our school field trips.
Julie has spent much time researching and coordinating
our field trips for this year. If you or your student are
interested in going on a field trip, please talk to your
IST and check you eBulletins for notifications.
Our upcoming field trips are:
 California Academy of Sciences
 Tolay Fall Festival
 Environmental Discovery Center: Habitat &
Home
 San Francisco Ballet: The Nutcracker

Did you know we have a resource
library? In fact, we have two regional
locations to best serve our
community. Branch hours and
locations are listed below. Please take
time to visit the library and meet your
local library tech!
Sonoma Branch

Each field trip includes the information on how to
register. However, if you have questions, please contact
Julie at julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org or (707) 5488706.

Located in our Sonoma Office
Drop-in Hours
Monday: 11:30-1:30
Thursday: 11:30-2:30

Solano Branch
Located in our Vallejo Office
Drop-in Hours
Tuesday and Thursday: 9:00 to 3:00
Wednesday: 9:00-11:30
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Guidance Coordinator, Naomi Yedlosky
is here to support student/parent needs!
·
College planning
·
Career Exploration
·
Financial Aid
·
Dual Enrollment
·
JC Jumpstart
·
Assistance with any other post grad goal
Visit the Pathways website and find
resources under
the ADVISING tab
Email questions or schedule an appointment!
Contact her at:
naomi.yedlosky@pathwayscharter.org
Hello!
My name is Brenda Peterson and I am the IT and CTE (Career Technical Education) Coordinator for Pathways Charter School. I
work primarily with the high school grades and supporting staff and students with technology. This year I am teaching several
online classes, and many of you may recognize my name from emails about logging in to the Student Portal and BUZZ.
I wanted to invite all Pathways students and parents/guardians to engage in our community digitally. There are several
opportunities I’d like to share with you.
1. We continue to increase the number of online classes we offer, and we really like our new online platform BUZZ. Please
check your regional course description catalogs for online academic and elective classes for future course planning and
selection.
2. We have a site wide subscription to BrainPop, BrainPop Jr., BrainPop Français, and BrainPopEspañol. Your IST can
share the login information, and you can also set up an educator account and link your child(ren) under your account to
‘assign’ and monitor usage. Ask your IST for the BrainPop educator code to get started.
3. All Pathways students are assigned a Pathways email account. This is a gmail account and comes with the full
(education) suite of Google Apps and unlimited storage. Many high school students use Google Sites to build portfolios
of work to show their growth over time and share with college admissions officials and/or prospective
employers. Contact your IST if you need help getting your student logged into their school gmail account.
4. Pathways sends out regular email bulletins in each region to communicate about upcoming events and important
information. If you are not receiving these eBulletin emails, please request to be added via a Tech Support Request Form
(found on our website under the “Contact Us” tab.
5. On that note, we continually update our website to support parents, staff and students. Please explore the information we
have posted online, and use the same tech support request form mentioned above to send any suggestions for
improvements regarding our website.
Thank you, and I offer my wishes for a healthy, productive, and engaging school year full of awesome learning opportunities!
Brenda Peterson
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My name is Cheryl Townsend and I am the Interim Principal serving Sonoma area families. I am delighted to
be serving our home-based learning community in Sonoma County. I worked for Pathways way back when its
first charter was approved. My daughter Vanessa was in the first high school graduating class back in 2003!
The evolution of the program is impressive in how it now reaches such a broad spectrum of home based
learners and their families.
Here is a brief list of our current goings on in the Sonoma area:
Enrollment Boom! – We are currently experiencing high levels of interest in enrollment and now have a
quite a waitlist. There are always a number of factors that play in to enrollment growth but one of the biggest
factors is the strength of the teaching staff. We have an incredible group of dedicated and experienced teachers
who are well skilled at serving home-based learning students and their families.
Learning Center Volunteers Needed – The learning center is a tremendous resource for students and truly
takes a village to upkeep and operate. Please consider volunteering for the following:
The Garden: This sweet space is where our children eat, play and study. Please consider helping with
a variety of simple tasks that don’t take more than a few minutes of your time weekly. Contact AnnMarie if
you can help at annmarie.ginella@pathwayscharter.org.
Thursday Lunch Supervision 12:00pm-12:45pm: We need parent volunteers to supervise the
parking lot play area on Thursdays. We would appreciate one or two parents to commit to weekly time but any
days you are available is great! Please contact Tina at tina.moore@pathwayscharter.org to sign up.
Picture Days October 17th (Wednesday) and 18th (Thursday)
*Times will be announced in a future eBulletin.
Rohnert Park Library Parent/Student Hours – Our library is an excellent resource for families new and
experienced at finding good learning materials. Our library is open to parents and students at the following
days and times or by appointment.
Mondays 11:30am-1:30pm
Thursdays 11:30am-2:00pm
Back-to-School Skate Party! Thursday September 27th, 2:00pm-4:00pm
Cal Skate, 6100 Commerce Blvd, Rohnert Park
Open to all Pathways students and their families. See the eBulletin or Contact Julie Carter for details at
julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org.
Learning Center Classes
It has been such a pleasure getting to know students and their families and watching such a talented teaching
staff offer meaningful learning opportunities for our students.
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GREETINGS FROM MARIN
Michele Blaisdell, Principal

Mt. Tam image from Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy (https://goo.gl/ZG5JEk)

The end of September is fast-approaching, and it feels like our late August back-to-school planning meetings were six
months ago! Course designs and schedules are solidifying, the flow of new materials and library items is slowing down a
bit, and everyone seems to be settling in to their fall semester routines.
Ice Cream Social
We celebrated the start of school with our traditional ice cream social at Marinwood Park on Friday, September 14. This
year, in addition to the always delicious Three Twins sundae bar and our popular materials exchange, we included several
new activities. Marin teacher Loree Lewandowski hosted two workshops focused on developing strong Language Arts
and Mathematics programs in the early grades, while parent and local photographer Kristiina Bailey offered picturetaking sessions for students and parents. Thanks to all who joined us!
Learning Center Classes
Fall classes at the San Rafael Learning Center are up and rolling. Middle schoolers are on the scene Mondays for Math and
English skills and enrichment, as well as a supported study time all their own. Tuesdays and Thursdays are for our small
but mighty high school group, with instruction in Integrated Math 1-2 and English 9-12 on offer. The middle schoolers are
back on Thursday mornings, with more study support time, and the K-5 crew hits the ground on Wednesday mornings, for
their lively ELA and Math classes.
Workshops and Online Orientation
Between classes and student-parent-teacher meetings, as well as special events, the center is hopping much of the time.
Just as Loree offered parent workshops for the younger grades at our back-to-school social, earlier in September Marin
teacher Nora Plofker-Ray hosted two parent sessions on building strong Mathematics programs for students in grades 35 and 6-8. We plan to offer another round of all four workshops later in the year. High school students had the chance to
work with Guidance Coordinator Naomi Yedlosky and CTE/IT Coordinator Brenda Peterson for help getting oriented with
several of the online functions necessary to support smooth learning at Pathways, including access to email accounts and
aspects of Google, Rosetta Stone language, Big Ideas Math curriculum, and other course needs.
New Marin Staff
Finally, we welcome several new staff members to Marin this fall: Teacher Melisa Leong, Center Manager Andriana Sierra,
and Special Ed Case Manager Janet Van Winkle. We are excited to have them join us!
We love working with your children in this alternative, personalized, independent study setting, and empowering them to
make steady, strong, happy progress is our priority.
Here’s to a successful 2018-19!
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Solano/Napa Regional Update

Dear Families,
Fall is here. Hard to believe we are four weeks into the school year already. Here are a few updates and reminders for
families regarding resources, assessments, field trip information, and more.














Parent Resources: Did you spend time reviewing the parents tab on the website? Did you review the back to
school checklist? How are things going? Is your child’s daily schedule effective? Are there changes that need to
be made so that your child is successful?
Drop off/Pick up procedures: Please remember, we share our building with other tenants. As a courtesy, and
at the request of the landlord, do not stop or wait in front of the double glass doors to drop off/pick up
students. Drop-off/Pick-up students only along the building towards the dumpster. If waiting for your student,
pull into a parking stall.
Fall Assessments: If you haven’t already, please schedule time with your IST to have your child (grades 311th) complete their reading and math fall assessments using Renaissance Learning. These assessments are
important for teachers and parents to have an accurate baseline of information of your child’s reading and math
skills at the beginning of the school year. High school students will also be completing the Clear Writing
Assessment.
Napa Tutorial support: Beginning in September, tutorial support will be offered in Napa on Friday’s to
students in grades 3-12th. If you are unable to travel twice per week to the Solano site to attend classes or
instructional support weekly, please check with your IST for more details regarding access to small group Math
or Language Arts tutoring available in Napa on Friday’s only.
STEM Fair: STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. Students in grades 6-12th
grade are expected to participate. Students are engage in learning and get the opportunity to share their projects,
research skills, and practice oral presentation skills. High school students can choose to complete a Science
project or if they aren’t attempting a Science course can choose to pick a Technology, Mathematics or
Engineering related topic. STEM Fair packets will be given to students during the week of October 8-12th and
the events will take place during the week December 3rd. We are looking forward to this newly revised version
of our yearly event! Look for an eBulletin regarding this event.
Fall Spirit Week: Each semester we like to promote school spirit by encouraging our students and staff to
participate in spirit week. We love our students to contribute ideas for themes. If you have a theme you would
like considered for the week, please email it to Alyssa at alyssa.payne@pathwayscharter.org. Dates and final
themes to be announced.
Stomp Out Bullying: Every October, schools and other organization across the country join STOMP OUT
Bullying in observing National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month. The goal of these activities is to
encourage and empower students to work together to stop bullying and cyberbullying. We encourage students
and staff join in and actively participate in this effort to increase awareness of this issue that negatively impacts
our students. An eBlletin will be sent out with more information.
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
End of LP1: Oct. 12th
Great Shake Out: Oct. 18th
Halloween dress up: Oct. 30th & 31st
Veterans Day: No School: Nov. 12th
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Teacher In-Service: School Office Closed: Nov. 13th
Thanksgiving Holiday: No School: Nov. 21st -23rd

Student Services Department
Elizabeth Sanchez
What an energetic beginning to the 2018/19 school year! We are so excited to welcome everyone to Pathways Charter
School. I love hearing all of the different stories of why and how people have chosen to attend Pathways. We have such a
wonderful, diverse population that just keeps growing. As Student Services Coordinator I get to wear many hats. My
primary responsibility is to oversee the Special Education Department, which is comprised of Educational Specialists,
School Psychologists, Speech Therapists, Occupational Therapists and all of the amazing support staff who keep us up and
running. Additionally our department oversees Student Study Team meetings, students with 504’s, Early Literacy
Assessments and English Language Learners.
As we begin this year, I would like to introduce you to the Community Advisory Committee or CAC. Our schools
representative is none other than our board member Carolyn Wilson who has been attending these meetings for several
years. The CAC's ultimate goal is to ensure that students succeed in maximizing their potential, receive the best possible
education, and have equal access to all services. The CAC collaborates with the local SELPA to ensure that the educational
requirements of special education students are met. The CAC serves as a liaison between SELPA, the Sonoma County Office
of Education (SCOE), local districts, families, community members, students, and teachers, so that all voices are heard.
All CAC meetings are open to the public and held at Santa Rosa School District, 211 Ridgway Avenue, Santa Rosa from 6:007:30 pm. Each meeting will have a topic and guest speaker. Be sure to get on the email list to receive an agenda prior to the
meeting. Please contact the SELPA office at (707) 524-2750 with inquiries. The next meeting is scheduled for November 13,
2018 and the topic is still to be determined.
CAC brochures in English and Spanish.

http://www.sonomaselpa.org/res_files/2018-19_CAC_District_Brochure.pdf
http://www.sonomaselpa.org/res_files/2018-19_CAC_Brochure_Sp.pdf

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions: elizabeth.sanchez@pathwayscharter.org.

National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
(Sept. 15-Oct. 15)

Did you know?
“Each year, Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October 15, by
celebrating the histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain,
Mexico, the Caribbean and Central and South America. The observation stated in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage
Week under President Lyndon Johnson and was expanded by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a 30day period starting on September 15 and ending on October 15. It was enacted into law on August 17, 1988, on
the approval of Public Law 100-402. The day of September 15 is significant because it is the anniversary of
independence for Latin American countries Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In
addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their independence days on September 16 and September 18, respectively.
Also, Columbus Day, or Día de la Raza, which is October 12, falls within this 30 day period.”
Source: https://hispanicheritagemonth.gov/about/
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