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A message from our Principal:
February is here! Happy February everyone. This month we host a few pretty significant events, the School
District Magnet School Fair, Book Fair, and our International New Year assembly. You are going to really like
the New Year Assembly! We end this month with our Read Across America week events February 26 through
March 2nd. February 7th is our 100th day of school so join us as we celebrate the first 100 days. Mark your
calendars as February 12th and 19th are holidays. Minimum days this month are on the 9th, 14th and 28th.
Don’t forget to send your teacher a Valentine on February 14th! Math Masters…….we had so many Math
Awards in January! I am so proud of our children, K-6. Well Done Parents! Thank you for your help. Please
keep it going. Each month as the children pass their math facts exams with 100% they will receive a Star by
their names on the Math Master’s bulletin board. There is a possible 5 Math Master awards, Name is the first
award, and each passing score after that the children will receive a star by their name for a total of 4 stars. If
your child scores 100% in 4 of the 5 months they will be invited to the “Water the Principal” event! So keep
practicing those facts with your child(ren). Our Principal’s Writing Challenge is going well and the children are
inspired to write! The rules have changed a bit to make the writing now align with the grade level standards!
Safety and Security: Well done again with parking lot safety awareness. The more we pay attention to those
danger areas the safer our children are. Remember the only drop off place in the drive way is in the drive
through line not in the driveway. The red curb area out in front of the school must be preserved for the
ABCUSD school buses only. Please do not park, pick up or drop off in this area as you will be in violation of the
city’s red curb ordnance. This area is ONLY for the school buses so please help me preserve it. Happy
Valentine’s Day everyone!
Magnet Coordinator:
For the month of February, the IB Learner Profile is Balanced, and the Attitude is Cooperation. It is important
for our students to understand how to balance different aspects of their lives- intellectual, physical, and
emotional- to achieve well-being or themselves and for others. The ABCUSD's Magnet Fair will be
hosted tonight, Thursday, February 1, 2018 from 6:00-8:00pm. We will showcase some of the highlights of
our Magnet Program and what our students learn about on a daily basis. Student work samples, picture
slideshows, and other forms of evidence will be on display for all to acknowledge. If you would like to come
out to support Stowers and speak with potential newcomers, please feel free to join us at the district office on
the night of the event.
Library: Please join our Library Committee on Monday February 12th at 1:00 in our library. We will be
discussing new ways to keep our library current in the 21st century. We are still in need of new papers from
around the world to put on display on order to keep with the theme of an International School. Our amazing
P.T.A. will be hosting the Annual Scholastic Book Fair in the library from February 5th through the 8th. Please
come during the scheduled times to look and purchase items for your children and for yourselves. Part of the
proceeds will be used to purchase educational items for your children.
Computer Lab:
In February, students will learn about Luna New Year (International New Year) and they will share their own
cultures. 4th graders are going to work on California Missions. 5th graders will make the Story Pyramid about

their core book. They will describe the book in Pyramid shape. 3 rd graders are going to work on Biome project.
They will make the google slides of the Biome. Kindergartners are going to learn about weathers, climates and
houses they will do related activities on BrainPop Jr, ABC’ya and Interactive Learning site.
Spanish: Spanish class will be as follows: IB unit for Kindergarten students will be "Where We Are In Place
and Time" and students will be exposed to Spanish words of weather, seasons, and appropriate clothing for
each season. Also, they will distinguish differences of trees for each season. First and Second graders are
learning words for body parts. Third graders are learning about animals and their habitats. Four graders are
going to continue to compare and contrast folktales in the Spanish culture. Fifth graders are learning about
immigration words in Spanish and are sharing information about their close relatives whom they interviewed.
Finally, six graders are continuing to learn some of the characteristics of important religions of the world and
how to say these names in Spanish.
Kindergarten:
For the month of February, Kindergarten’s IB Unit is, “Where We Are In Place and Time.” We will discuss the
seasons and types of weather. In math, we will be celebrating the 100 th day of school and continue counting,
reading, and writing the numbers 1-20. Be sure to make time daily to practice addition math facts. In
language arts, students should continue working on their sight words lists and be on or above list three. We
will also continue to discuss story elements like characters, setting and events. To help the kindergarten
student progress as readers and writers, we will be identifying short vowels and counting syllables within
words. In writing, students will continue to develop their informative, opinion and narrative writing skills. In
social studies, we will also be learning about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln in honor of Presidents
Day.
First Grade:
Greetings from First Grade! In February, we will begin our new IB unit How the World Works by exploring the
central idea: Plants and animals adapt to survive. We will be learning about presidents Lincoln and
Washington. First graders will be working on opinion writing in which reasons need to be given to support
why we think or feel the way we do about something. In math, first graders will learn to add 2 groups of tens.
Students will also learn to add a group of tens to a group of tens and ones. This will provide a foundation for
future topics involving place value.
Second Grade:
The year is already going by so quickly! This month we will be having fun studying all about rocks, minerals,
and fossils so we are ready for our field trip to La Brea Tar Pits on March 1. We will be working on all forms of
verbs (past, present, future, and irregular) in language arts. Our math will be focused on finishing up money
and beginning our study of geometry. Take your student to the store with you and let him or her help you add
some of the costs of the items you purchase. We have enjoyed listening to all the biography projects. It was
great for us to hear about all the people who have made a difference in the world.
Third Grade:
“Privyet” (hello in Russian) from third grade! For the month of February, third graders will be reading
literature on how living things share resources in a biome and how human activity impacts survival of these
living things. We will be practicing the Attitudes “Caring” and “Empathy” during this unit so please share
moments with us when your child shows these attitudes at home. Our project for this month is the Biome
research and display; please follow rubric provided in class. For mathematics, we will be finishing up fractions
and moving onto two-step word problems with addition and subtraction. However, please continue to
encourage your child to practice their multiplication facts by visiting either Swun Math Fact Practice or by
using their flashcards.

Fourth Grade:
Fourth Grade will be going on a field trip Friday, February 23 rd to Mission San Juan Capistrano. Our next unit
will be “Economic Structures of Early Societies”, which is linked to Social Studies and we will be studying the
missions. We will be multiplying fractions in math. Reading will be focusing on expository text.
Fifth Grade:
Welcome to the shortest month of the year! In this month, fifth graders will be finishing up their IB unit on
Literature and beginning a new Unit titled “Structures of Living Things”. Students will begin a journey of
discovery into the structures of the human body, from a cell to an organ system, and how they relate to one
another. Students will learn how organs work together to keep your body in balance. In math, students will
be multiplying and dividing fractions. Look for ways to engage your child in solving real-life scenarios that use
multiplication and division of fractions. Ask questions like these to help your child become a productive
mathematical thinker: We have 2 /3 of the cake left to share among the five of us. What fraction of the whole
cake can we all have?
Sixth Grade:
6th Graders are beginning the school year with the IB Unit “How We Express Ourselves” The Central Idea for
this unit is “People express themselves differently through religion and cultural beliefs.”
 In Science, students will be learning about Plate Tectonics, and Earthquakes
 In Math students are concentrating on Dependent and Independent Variables, Expressions and
Equations, Graph Equations, Inequalities
 In Social Studies we are learning World Religion
 In our Language Arts: We’ve been focusing on “Realistic Fiction”, Expository Text, Narrative
Nonfiction, Historical Fiction, and Realistic Fiction, Grammar: main verb, question marks & dialogue,
Grammar: Contractions with helping and Irregular verbs, Special Spellings
 Grammar is a daily focus in our learning to become better readers and writers.
 Technology is used for Google classroom, Swun Math, and Pearson Realize for the main subject areas.
 Reminder February 8 6th Grade Panoramic Picture and Read Across America begins February 26
PTA News:
Hearts and flowers and books and more books surround us this Month. We have so many fun things
happening this month so grab your buckaroos and join us February 5-9th for our rootin tootin Book Fair.
Students will have an opportunity to attend the BOOK FAIR during their scheduled library day and scheduled
lunch recess. Don’t be left out of the fun dress up days, so make sure you 👀 Look 👀 for that flyer.
Also, February 5-9th we will be selling friendship Grams after school and they will be delivered February
14th (Valentine’s Day). Join us in the morning of February 5th to recognize the reflections participants and
that afternoon 12:30-1pm come watch a video with the students and find out a little bit more about Step it
Up! February 16th the GATE Students will be putting on a performance for our International New Year. Come
watch them bring a book to life. If you haven’t become a member of the PTA PLEASE join. If you are a
member and want additional merchandise now is your time to place that order. The DUE DATE is February
26th. Sorry... No late orders will be accepted. Join Our PTA REMIND to get those little reminders of events and
when due dates are upon us. PTA has joined forces with the teachers for READ ACROSS AMERICA February
26th - March 2nd. Keep an eye out for that flyer. We have 😎 cool prizes, trivia sheets, dress up days, prizes,
and a scavenger hunt. To end our week of activities for READ ACROSS AMERICA, grab a book and your
blankets and chairs to join us for an ALL SCHOOL LUNCH on March 2.

