been out in the world applying their brilliance and charisma
toward advancing their material bounty (they hope. There are
no guarantees.) They would earn and see to it that others
would learn. Instead, they chose to remain within the
confines of the koslei bais ha’medrash, hallowed walls of the
study hall/yeshivah. In other instances, are those determined
to enter the field of Torah dissemination, to prepare the next
generation of the Torah-observant for a leadership role in all
aspects of the Jewish community. While the financial rewards
are far from glamourous, their personal and spiritual
satisfaction is priceless. This may be so until they come face
to face with their counterparts and suddenly sense (for the
most part, self-perceived) a feeling of inferiority encroaching
upon their success. Had their decision been infused with pride
this would not have occurred. When one sincerely believes in
and is proud of the decision he has made and the life that he
is leading, he does not feel at all subordinate to anyone. A
decision to commit to a life of Torah study and dissemination
should generate dignified contentment and engender elation
to the point that the individual feels elevated to a completely
different realm. He should be imbued with a sense of
achrayus, responsibility, for Klal Yisrael. He is on a mission as
a member of Hashem’s legion, ligyono shel Melech!
The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, Horav Yehudah Zev
Segal, zl, lived a life of uninterrupted devotion to Torah study.
Once someone attempted to interrupt the Rosh Yeshivah in
the midst of his studies to discuss something with him.
Apparently, this was something that was important to the
petitioner. The Rosh Yeshivah smiled and said, “Please wait a
few minutes while I complete my study session. You see, I am
now in the midst of a ‘business deal’ worth millions!”
A frequent theme of his shmuessen, ethical
discourses, was the importance of ignoring ridicule when one
is acting correctly. (Sadly there are those who seek every
opportunity to taunt those who devote themselves to
studying Torah, implying that they could be achieving so
much more with their time.) At the same time, he cautioned
his students against undertaking chumros, stringencies, which
go beyond the requirements of Halachah – if this will cause
others discomfort.
A high school student posed the following question
to the Rosh Yeshivah: The principal of the Mechinah (high
school) told him that he felt (based upon his grades) that he
would have to repeat his class for another year. The boy knew
that this was true, but staying behind would cause him
embarrassment. Perhaps, he should consider applying to a
different yeshivah where he would enter the lower class as a
“new” student. The Rosh Yeshivah replied, “In past
generations, mesiras nefesh, self-sacrifice, for Torah study
meant learning without a place to lay down to sleep (the
bench in shul was the “bed” for many a yeshivah bachur)
without having sufficient food, or even proper, warm
clothing. Today, mesiras nefesh means to swallow one’s pride
in selecting a place and level of study solely on the basis of
where he will achieve greater success in learning.”

It is all about priorities in life. We decide what we
feel is of greatest importance, when, in fact, Hashem has told
us Ki heim chayeinu v’orech yameinu, “For they are our life
and the length of our days.” Once, a man who had turned
ninety-years-old asked the Rosh Yeshivah to bless him.
“Hashem has granted you years,” the Rosh Yeshivah said,
“And it is for you to put them to good use. Now is the time to
rejoice with the joy of Torah study.” This should be everyone’s
priority in life.

Va’ani Tefillah
 – ולירושלים עירך ברחמים תשובV’l’Yerushalayim Ircha
b’rachamim tashuv, And to Yerushalayim, Your City, You
should return with compassion.

We ask Hashem to return His Presence to
Yerushalayim in the manner that it was once felt by everyone.
When we think about it, we must ask ourselves: Did Hashem
conceal Himself, or by our actions did we catalyze this
concealment? This question applies in all areas of human
endeavor in which we suddenly feel at a loss, wondering if
Hashem is there for us. We must realize that the feeling is
one-sided: Hashem is always there. It is we who, at times,
push Him out of our lives. Yerushalayim is a symbol of
Hashem’s home in which He dwells, where His reality is
manifest on a greater level. As we yearn for His return to
Yerushalayim, we should concomitantly provide a home for
Him in our lives, in our families, in our home. For this to occur,
we must make Him feel “comfortable” in the dwelling that we
prepare for Him. Can we say this is true?
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תשע"ט

ופשט את בגדיו ולבש בגדים אחרים והוציא את הדשן אל
מחוץ למחנה
He shall remove his garments and he shall wear other
garments, and take the ashes out of the camp. (6:4)
Rashi explains that the Kohen must wear humble,
worn, garb when he handles the products of the previous
day’s functions. Horav S. R. Hirsch, zl, explains this
homiletically. The past must recede into the background; it
should not clothe us in pride as we set out upon the new task
to which the new day summons us. All too often, individuals
and organizations will choose to rest upon their past laurels –
which, although quite impressive, are yesterday’s story.
Today, they are history in the new book being written by the
upcoming generation.
The most common understanding of the changing
of the vestments is from Rashi who explains that donning
worn clothes is a practicality. Removing the ashes can be
messy and will quite possibly soil his Priestly garb. “The
clothes one wears [in the kitchen] when he prepares food for
his master, should not be worn when he pours wine into his
master’s goblet.” In other words, the Kohen changes his
clothes for practical purposes.
The Kohen can hardly return from cleaning the
ashes to serving in the Sanctuary. This does not demonstrate
proper respect for Hashem. Horav Gamliel Rabinowitz, Shlita,
derives an important lesson from here. We must show the
greatest respect to Hashem both in shul and out. Wherever
we serve Hashem (truthfully, we always serve Hashem) and
whenever we are about to commence performing a mitzvah,
we should dress the part and make the appropriate
preparation, to show that we value the mitzvah. To wear our
“work” clothes – garments which become soiled throughout
the day – for our avodas HaKodesh, holy service, is
disrespectful. After all, is it proper to wear our “kitchen”
cooking clothes when we serve the King? Should we not have
clothes designated for shul, rather than “include” shul in our
daily endeavor?
The Tallis gadol and kattan that we wear are holy
vestments. As such, they should be clean and in good
condition, as befitting a davar sheh’b’kedushah, holy item.
We seem to care and place great emphasis upon our own
external garb, all the while ignoring what we wear beneath.
The Tallis kattan (Tzitzis) that we wear has probably been
with us for quite some time, while the impressive outer shirt
that is so perfectly starched is spotless. We figure that no one
sees the Tallis kattan. We are wrong. Hashem sees! The Tallis
gadol is often a historical relic that has accompanied us from
the day we married – or, perhaps, it is our second Tallis. We

פרשת צו

certainly do not wear our suits that long. We will spend a
fortune on our wardrobe but pinch pennies when it comes to
our Tallis. This, explains Rav Gamliel, may be interpreted into
the Selichos (Yom Kippur), V’ir ha’Elokim mushpeles ad she’ol
tachtiah, “And the city of G-d is lowered to the nethermost
depth.” [The selichah, prayer of supplication, distinguishes
between the cities of the world which are built on a hilltop and
the Holy City of Yerushalayim which is sunken—and does not
enjoy the pride and splendor of other cities.] Likewise,
concerning one’s regular clothing, he is meticulous in removing
the slightest piece of lint, while his Tallis lay rolled up waiting
patiently for a decade just to be cleaned.
We mention the Tallis, both gadol and kattan, but the
idea applies as well to all areas of kedushah. For example, bigdei
Shabbos, dressing properly for Shabbos; as Chazal teach
(Shabbos 113b) one’s Shabbos clothes should be different than
the one’s he wears during the week. Likewise, when one recites
Kiddush it is a sacred ritual for which one should dress
appropriately – even at home. When our religious ceremonies
and rituals lose their civility and sacred nature, it is an indication
that we have lost sight of before Whom we stand.

וכל מנחת כהן כליל תהיה לא תאכל
Every meal-offering of a Kohen is to be an entirety; it shall
not be eaten. (6:16)
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that herein lies the
underlying motif for korbanos, sacrificial offerings: The purpose
of an offering is to bestir the heart of one who brings it. If a
Kohen were to partake of his Minchah, meal-offering, then his
heart would not be properly aroused over it. It will seem to him
as though he baked bread for his own purposes – not for
Hashem. This diminishing of the korban’s spiritual function will
occur even if the Kohen ate of his fellow Kohen’s korban and his
fellow ate of his. Thus, Hashem commanded that the Kohen’s
meal-offering be completely burnt.
We learn from here that the value of an item,
endeavor, or activity, can be subjective -- based upon an
individual’s appreciation of it. The conditions under which he
must engage in said endeavor, and his willingness to do so
despite various challenges that present themselves, determine
his attitude towards it. This is a simple conclusion. Just as this
idea applies to mundane, physical items, it equally comes into
play in spiritual matters. While there is no dearth of stories that
underscore this idea, the following one related by Horav
Yitzchak Zilberstein, Shlita (Mitzvos B’Simchah) is inspiring,
especially with its added message concerning tefillah b’tzibbur,
davening with a minyan.

In the early years of his yeshivah (Ponevezh) in Eretz
demanded of us to express our gratitude to the Almighty.
Yisrael, the Ponevezher Rav, zl, traveled throughout the world
Why? Because it is the right thing to do.
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“It is unbecoming for a talmid chacham, Torah scholar, of
to write. He has been rendered immobile by ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
such stature to go door to door asking for support. I will set
disease). As a result, he no longer is able to speak or type.
up appointments with the leading philanthropists of the
Instead, his eyes are his voice, and he uses his eyes to write
community. This way the Rav will receive the greatest
heartfelt Torah messages. This is one of them. One way to
response in the shortest time, with the least indignity.”
spread Torah gratitude is to teach Torah to the masses.
True to his word, appointments were made and
Taking the concept of todah personally, Rabbi
money changed hands. There was one wealthy individual
Hurwitz observes that todah, thank you, is derived from
(probably, the wealthiest man in the community) who said
modeh, admit, confess. When we make a confession to
that he could meet with the Rav at 7:45 a.m. in the train
someone, we are acknowledging him; we are validating him.
station. He was leaving on a business trip on the 8:00 a.m.
This is the meaning of gratitude, an awareness of another,
train. The Rav prepared to be at the station at 7:45, but
recognizing the other fellow. One who refuses to pay
somehow overslept. He woke up at 7:00 a.m. and knew that
gratitude, essentially ignores the other. He concentrates
if he left for the appointment, he would miss tefillah b’tzibbur.
solely on himself.
Within a moment he realized that it was the yetzer hora, evil
When Moshiach comes, we will no longer have
inclination, talking. However, he was going to shul, no matter
problems. No sin, no pain, no suffering. We will finally have
what! No one ever lost out by attending minyan. The Rav
the opportunity of removing the focus from ourselves to
went to shul and left at 8:30, hoping that perhaps the train
others. When one concentrates on himself, he has no room
was delayed.
for joy or anyone else. His problems accompany his every
He was there five minutes when he noticed the man
waking moment. It is all about “him.” Once we are able to
running towards him. “Rebbe, I apologize. I overslept and
remove the focus from ourselves and find a way to
missed the 8:00 train. I am taking the later train. I am so sorry
concentrate on others, we will have experienced a taste of
for causing the Rosh Yeshivah to wait for me.” He immediately
Moshiach. Thus, the Korban Todah will never cease. When
took out his checkbook, wrote a check for much more than
Moshiach comes, we will recognize and acknowledge
the Rav expected – and left. Upon his return to the yeshivah,
Hashem’s Hand in our success, good health, safety and
the Rav called everyone together and from the lectern
nachas, spiritual satisfaction. We will finally be getting out of
displayed the check for all to see. “Remember,” he said, “one
“our” head.
never loses out due to tefillah b’tzibbur.”
Rabbi Hurwitz underscores the joy he experiences
when he receives visitors. When he is alone, he (like everyone
else) begins thinking of himself. We all have situations that
אם על תודה יקריבנו
are troublesome – some more – some less. These challenges
If he shall offer it for a thanksgiving-offering. (7:12)
are out of our control. We can only accept them and pray that
The Torah addresses several korbanos, offerings,
they end quickly. When Reb Yitzi receives visitors, he focuses
that were brought in the Mishkan/Bais HaMikdash. All have a
on them – not on himself and his travail. When he “writes” his
specific purpose. The Korban Todah, thanksgiving-offering,
Torah messages, he is disseminating Torah; essentially
seems to have special status, in that it will never cease – even
transferring the focus from himself to others.
after Moshiach Tziddkeinu comes. All korbanos will become
Our challenge with the Korban Todah is to do “tov”,
bateil, cease, except for the Korban Todah. Obviously, Korban
what is right. Good is right; good is correct; good is what is
Todah has unique status, simply put, because there will
appropriate. When Hashem created Adam HaRishon, he said
always be a reason for expressing gratitude. It is part of the
Lo tov heh’yos ha’adam levado, “it is not good that Adam is
fiber of life. We are always benefiting from someone, human
alone.” It is not right for him to be alone, because as long as
or Divine. Our very existence demands gratitude. Perhaps we
he is alone, he will focus only on himself. This is wrong. We
might explain this with an insight into the meaning of
must focus on others – not on ourselves. Thus, Hashem
hodaah/expressing gratitude/thanks, which is the underlying
created a helpmate for Adam, so that he would have the
motif of Korban Todah.
opportunity to be able to “get out of his head” and focus on
We quote David Ha’melech’s shir shel yom of
the world around him.
Shabbos Kodesh: Mizmor shir l’yom ha’Shabbos. Tov l’hodos
This is the remarkable lesson of the Korban Todah:
l’Hashem, “A Psalm, a song for the Shabbos day. It is good to
It is not about “You.” Todah avails you the opportunity to pay
thank Hashem” (Tehillim 92:1,2). What is the meaning of tov
gratitude, to realize that you benefited from others. Publicize
l’hodos l’Hashem, “It is good to thank Hashem”? Is that all it
the event with forty loaves of bread (thirty loaves were
is? Good? It is surely right, appropriate, correct, decent – but
unleavened; while the others were leaven) which must be
“good”? What is David Ha’melech teaching us? I think we are
eaten in the space of a day and a night, necessitating one to
being taught that “good” really means it is right, correct. If an
invite his friends to share the food and hear about his good
action, activity, endeavor, is to be considered “tov”, it must
fortune (Netziv). Camaraderie, friendship, learn the
be appropriate, correct. Otherwise, it is not “tov.” It is flawed
significance of people – other than yourself. Todah brings joy
goodness. So David Ha’melech is instructing us that it is only
which has a transient power to elevate the participant to a
proper to express our gratitude to Hashem. The Korban Todah
different sphere – a province where there are no “mirrors”,
is not merely our way of saying “thank you” to Hashem, it is
and he sees others – not himself.

There is another aspect to Todah which grants it
exceptional status. All other korbanos are personal. One
requires atonement, so he offers a korban. Veritably, one who
underwent a frightening experience and was granted a Divine
reprieve, offers a Korban Todah. One can also bring a Todah
as an expression of gratitude to Hashem for saving someone
dear to him. One’s gratitude does not have to be about
himself. He can glorify Hashem for all of the good that He does
for others. If my child benefitted from Hashem, I would (also)
like to express my gratitude. If my friend or student were the
recipients of Hashem’s good fortune, I would like to (also)
thank Hashem. This option does not apply regarding other
korbanos, which are exclusive in nature.
In Messages from Rav Pam (anthology of Torah
thoughts authored by Rabbi Sholom Smith) the Rosh Yeshivah
notes another area in which Todah maintains its exclusivity: It
can be voluntary. While the Korban Todah is normally brought
by one who had endured a life-threatening experience and
survived, it can also be brought by one who simply wants to
pay gratitude for being alive and in full capacity. (The Rosh
Yeshivah cites Rashash in his commentary to Menachos 80b
and Har Tzvi in his commentary to Chumash who discuss this
question and prove from Kiddushin 55b that it is permissible
to arbitrarily bring a Korban Todah.)
The importance of acknowledging Hashem’s
beneficence cannot be sufficiently underscored. Nary a
moment passes that we do not benefit from His kindness. Our
very lives attest to this verity. A class of students was asked
to list the Seven Wonders of the World. The responses were
as expected, from the Great Egyptian Pyramids to the Grand
Canyon. While there were variances among the responses,
the focus of the answers was the same. One girl did not hand
in her paper. When asked by the teacher the reason for her
delay, she replied, “There are so many. Truthfully, I think the
seven wonders should be: to touch, to taste, to see, to hear,
to feel, to laugh, to love.” A young girl with a penetrating mind
taught the class about the things which we overlook and take
for granted, but actually are the most meaningful and
inspiring. Perhaps we should stop to think and thank the One
Who grants us these gifts.
I have written many stories and novel ideas
concerning our obligation to express our gratitude to those
who benefit us. Veritably, I feel that hakoras ha’tov is one of
the most important middos, character traits, one must
possess. Without it, one does not function properly, either as
an observant Jew, or as a human being. I thought I had
exhausted all the vignettes until I came across the biography
of the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, Horav Yehudah Zev Segal,
zl, an individual who among his many saintly traits
characterized hakoras ha’tov at its zenith. He paid gratitude
to those from whom he had benefited spiritually – even if he
had “met” them only through their sefarim, volumes of Torah
thought, or mussar, ethical character refinement that he had
studied. These included Rabbeinu Yonah, Mesillas Yesharim,
Chovos Halevavos, (Chafetz Chaim, Horav Yechezkel
Levenstein, whom he had met), “They are my rebbeim. The
least I can do is learn Mishnayos for them” (which he did
daily). He would also light two candles before Shacharis in
memory of great Talmudic commentators whose works he
had studied. Rav Segal would even pen letters to
contemporary authors of Torah works from whose sefarim he
had derived pleasure. He lived a life of hakoras ha’tov,
recognizing that whatever one becomes is the result of the

many bricks that were put in place, cemented by the many
people who had participated in his growth. They each deserve
his gratitude.

 ואת כל העדה הקהל אל פתח...קח את אהרן ואת בניו אתו
אהל מועד
Take Aharon and his sons with him… Gather the entire
assembly to the entrance of the Ohel Moed. (8:2,3)
Rashi explains that the term kach, take, means to
“take him (Aharon HaKohen) with words, and persuade him.”
Regarding people the term kach means to persuade. Here
Moshe is told to convince Aharon and his sons to accept their
mission of becoming the Kohanim, Priests, the spiritual
leadership of Klal Yisrael. Aharon had to be convinced
because he felt unworthy of this mission. In other words, we
derive from Rashi that not only the Kohanim had to be
persuaded to assume the task, but so did Aharon, who would
now become the Kohen Gadol, High Priest. We must put this
idea into perspective. This was the dor deiah, generation of
knowledge, who had witnessed the epic Revelation at Matan
Torah, the Giving of the Torah. It was the most seminal
experience in our nation’s history – past, present and future.
Apparently, explains Horav Baruch Sorotzkin, zl, the allure of
the material abundance to be gained in the mundane world,
surpassed the honor and benefits of a life of spirituality, a life
of living off of the people, and not owning land. Even more
surprising is that this prevailing upon applied even to Aharon
HaKohen who would become the Kohen Gadol, and other
than the King was the most revered individual in the nation.
The pomp and majesty which surrounded his office, the
reverence and awe which he was accorded, should have been
more than sufficient persuasion. Why did he require more
than this?
The Rosh Yeshivah explains that this is human
nature. When people see how the Torah student is treated in
comparison to his brother who did not choose a life of the
spirit -- his decision to remain ensconced within the four
cubits of Torah, surrounded by tomes of Talmud and volumes
of Jewish Law and commentary – the choice becomes a
serious challenge. He must be made to realize that true
wealth, the greatest fortune, and most extraordinary benefits
that life has to offer are to be found in the bais ha’medrash.
Rav Sorotzkin explains that this is the reason that
Moshe was instructed to gather the entire assembly to the
entrance of the Mishkan. This was done so that Klal Yisrael
should take note of their spiritual leadership and accept them
as their spiritual mentors. Just because the Kohanim were
willing to devote themselves totally to the service of Hashem
and His nation, does not mean that the people would
acquiesce to their leadership and treat them reverently, as a
student reveres (or should) his mentor. Thus, Hashem had the
nation gathered to witness the Kohanim’s induction, so that
they should see and be inspired by the holy spectacle.
I think we may augment the Rosh Yeshivah’s words.
There are two sides of the coin. People respect and admire an
individual who presents himself with self-respect and selfconfidence. All too often the ben aliyah whose devotion to
Torah is peerless and unquestionable will neither feel nor
manifest his profound sense of pride and joy at being able to
serve in the Palace of the King. Some of Klal Yisrael’s most
brilliant minds are in the bais ha’medrash. They could have

