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Principal Mitchell’s News

Mr. Erick Mitchell, Principal

Castro recently had a very successful parent conference night, where teachers provided parents with an update on
student progress. According to the 10 week marks, there is an increase of students passing their classes. Our
students are also doing well with being in school everyday with 83% of our students having perfect attendance.
We are well on our way to making Castro a high performing school. Teachers are teaching a rigorous standards
based curriculum and holding students accountable for their learning. Saturday intervention is currently in session
and students are attending to make up work and receive tutoring.
Castro recientemente tuvo una noche de conferencias para padres muy exitosa, donde los maestros les
proporcionaron a los padres información actualizada sobre el progreso de los estudiantes. De acuerdo con las
marcas de 10 semanas, hay un aumento de estudiantes que están pasando sus clases. A nuestros estudiantes
también les va bien estar en la escuela todos los días, con un 83% de nuestros estudiantes que tienen
asistencia perfecta. Estamos bien encaminados para hacer de Castro una escuela de alto rendimiento. Los
maestros están enseñando un currículo riguroso basado en estándares y responsabilizando a los estudiantes
por su aprendizaje. La intervención del sábado está actualmente en sesión y los estudiantes están asistiendo
para recuperar el trabajo y recibir tutoría.

Calendar of Events
Nov. 3 - Saturday Intervention,
8:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.
Nov. 4 - Daylight Savings Time
Ends (move hour back)
Nov. 6 - Getty Villa field trip
Nov. 9 - Coffee with the
Principal, 9:00 a.m.
Nov. 9 - Movie afterschool, 3:30 5:30 p.m.
Nov. 10 - Saturday Intervention,
8:00 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.
Nov. 12 - Veterans Day, No
School
Nov. 13 - ELAC Meeting, 9:00
a.m.
Nov. 13 - Safety Committee
meeting, 3:15 p.m.
Nov. 16 - SSC Meeting, 8:00 a.m.
Nov. 16 - 15-week Progress
Report Cards mailed
Nov. 16 - Minimum day, 12:55
p.m. release, Free Dress
Nov. 19- Nov. 23 - Thanksgiving
Break
Dec. 7 - Coffee with the
Principal, 9:00 a.m.
Dec. 7 - Winter Dance, 3:30 p.m.
- 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 11 - Shortened day, 1:57
p.m. dismissal
Dec. 14 - SSC Meeting, 8:00 a.m.
Dec. 14 - Minimum day, 12:55
p.m. dismissal
Dec. 14 - Fall Semester ends;
Report Cards mailed home
Dec. 17 - Jan. 4 - Winter Break

ELAC

School Site Council (SSC)

Parent participation during the meetings has been successful.
ELAC will soon be looking into student data as it pertains to
English Learners and their progress in acquiring academic
English. ELAC is responsible for making sure that English
Learners have all the necessary tools to succeed in all content
areas. Integrated and Designated English Language
DEvelopment lessons are implemented throughout the school
to ensure ELs are successful. ELAC meets the second tuesday
of the month and all are welcome.
La participación de los padres durante las reuniones ha sido
exitosa. ELAC pronto analizará los datos de los estudiantes
en lo que respecta a los aprendices de inglés y su progreso en
la adquisición de inglés académico. ELAC es responsable de
asegurarse de que los aprendices de inglés tengan todas las
herramientas necesarias para tener éxito en todas las
materias. Las lecciones integradas y designadas de desarrollo
del inglés se implementan en toda la escuela para garantizar
que los aprendices de inglés tengan éxito. ELAC se reúne el
segundo martes del mes y todos son bienvenidos.

School Site Council has had two official meetings and has been
successful in managing the categorical budget. We are currently
looking into the feedback that was given by all stakeholders for the
Parent and Family Engagement School Policy and the School-Parent
Compact. In addition, we are gathering data to evaluate last year’s
Single Plan for Student Achievement. SSC is working diligently to
ensure the achievement gap is closing and working closely with all
teachers to ensure instruction is improving to meet the needs of
students and be successful in understanding the content standards.
Meetings are generally the last friday of the month and all are
welcome.
El consejo escolar ha tenido dos reuniones oficiales y ha tenido éxito en
la administración del presupuesto categórico. Actualmente estamos
estudiando los comentarios que dieron todas las partes interesadas con
respecto a la Política Escolar de Participación de los Padres y la Familia
y el Acuerdo entre la Escuela y los Padres. Además, estamos recopilando
datos para evaluar el Plan Único para el Rendimiento Estudiantil del
año pasado. El SSC está trabajando diligentemente para garantizar que
la brecha en el rendimiento se esté cerrando y trabajando estrechamente
con todos los maestros para garantizar que la instrucción mejore para
satisfacer las necesidades de los estudiantes y tenga éxito en la
comprensión de los estándares de las materias principales. Las reuniones
son generalmente el último viernes del mes y todos son bienvenidos.

School Safety and Discipline
Our Safety Committee will be meeting November 13, 2018 at 3:15 p.m. in Room 504 we are extending the invitation to parents
who can make it and join us to help keep our kids safe, responsible, respectful, and kind. Using Restorative Justice Practices, all
staff will continue their commitment to help students learn from their past and be productive contributing members to society.
Nuestro Comité de Seguridad se reunirá el 13 de noviembre de 2018 a las 3:15 p.m. en el Salón 504 extendemos la
invitación a los padres que pueden asistir y unirse con nosotros para ayudar a mantener a nuestros hijos seguros,
responsables, respetuosos y amables. Al usar las Prácticas de Justicia Restaurativa, todo el personal continuará con su
compromiso de ayudar a los estudiantes a aprender de su pasado y ser miembros contribuyentes productivos de la sociedad.

Digital Citizenship
Is technology affecting the time your family spends together? Implement tech-free time. Cell phones should be put away during
dinner or during important events.
¿Está la tecnología afectando el tiempo que su familia pasa junta? Implemente un tiempo libre de tecnología. Los teléfonos
celulares se deben guardar durante la cena o durante eventos importantes.

School Mission
Sal Castro Middle School is committed to fostering a safe, collaborative, and nurturing learning environment where students participate in a rigorous and relevant STEAM curriculum
that promotes reflection and perseverance. Within this environment, students will demonstrate grade level knowledge in reading, writing, math, and critical thinking. Using 21st Century
skills learned and applied in all content areas, including collaboration, critical thinking, technology literacy, and productivity, culminating Castro students will be equipped to succeed in
high school and beyond and will understand that hard work can help them achieve success and make change possible.
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MATH

The students are now beginning the second part of the semester and now preparing for the
Unit 2 test in December. They will be learning how to multiply and divide rational numbers,
analyze ratios and proportional relationships, and find the area and circumference of circles.
At the end of the semester, students will also be responsible for completing a recipe project
with their groups and present it to their class. Each group will have the option to cook or
bake their selected recipe for extra credit.

ENGLISH

I’m proud to see the growth that the seventh graders are demonstrating this semester as they
read challenging texts that open their minds to new experiences. Through discussions of
these texts, they are also gaining confidence in expressing their opinions and learning how to
use textual evidence to support their unique perspectives. As we move further into the
semester, I’m looking forward to their continued growth and blossoming curiosity about the
world we share. - Mr. Walker, 7th grade English teacher

SCIENCE

The students are working on Balancing Chemical Equations to show how the total number of
atoms does not change in a chemical reaction and thus mass is conserved. They will explain
that in a chemical reaction, no atoms are created or destroyed. Students will also observe
evidence of chemical reactions through simple experiments.

HISTORY

As a culminating activity for the Seventh Grade study of ancient Rome, Mr. Parkes on
November 6th will take fifty of Sal Castro’s seventh-graders to the Getty Villa Museum in
Malibu. This is the only museum of its kind in the entire world, and is built on the design of
the country house of a very wealthy Roman. The floorplan and gardens were based on
several villas in the Pompeii/Herculaneum area of Italy. The students will experience the
Roman art and architecture they have studied, and will enjoy a lesson taught by some of the
Getty Villas volunteer docents. Mr. Parkes has taken students from Castro on this field trip
since his arrival, and Castro’s students have performed so well that Castro’s file at the Getty
Villa has been given the highest rating of “Exemplary.”

ART

Students are currently working on portraits using different shading techniques. They all made
the choice of who they would draw and have been working really hard to make all the values
match the image they chose. They were introduced to new tools which include chamois,
kneaded erasers, and tortillions. The lessons vocabulary words are value, shape, form, and
contrast. The students also learned the different parts of a sphere.

ELD

ELD 1 class is learning words for activities in the classroom, sports, and in the arts through
movement based education. They are writing questions and responses to conduct an
interview about the activities they can do. ELD 2 class is reading about people who have
made a difference including Martin Luther King Jr. and Alice Paul from the Suffrage
Movement. They wrote about teachers and counselors who make a difference in their lives.
(Thank you Castro family for all the work you do!) They are preparing a short story about
how they have helped another person. We're also gardening and playing capoeira!

