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PBIS Recognition
Hemet Unified School District (HUSD) was one of
nine school districts in the state to receive the U.S.
Department of Education’s 2014 School Climate
Transformation Grant. The funds were used to support
and create multi-tiered behavioral programs for
students. With some of these funds, HUSD staff
members began implementing Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) into its schools
three years ago. Now all Hemet Unified schools have
been recognized by the California PBIS Coalition for
their continued implementation.

High School, Whittier Elementary School and
Winchester Elementary School received a Silver Level
Recognition. Alessandro High School, Cawston
Elementary School, Hamilton K-8 School and Rancho
Viejo Middle School won gold for their additional
efforts in implementing the new framework. This was
the first year schools were able to achieve gold status.

Now that schools have the foundation of providing
behavioral support for students, the district as a whole
has begun adding additional support for socialemotional needs and academic support. By providing
The 24 Hemet schools that participated in the PBIS
support in behavior, social-emotional needs and
implementation were recipients of the California PBIS academics, staff is able to better support the whole
Coalition recognition. Hamilton High School,
child. As a part of this new initiative, the District has
Tahquitz High School, Cottonwood K-8, Hemet
partnered with various mental-health and medical
Elementary School, Hemet High School, Idyllwild
organizations to provide support for students and their
K-8 School, Jacob Wiens Elementary School received families.
a Bronze Level Recognition. Acacia Middle School,
Bautista Creek Elementary School, Dartmouth Middle In an effort to provide support to our students, the
School, Diamond Valley Middle School, Fruitvale
District’s four comprehensive middle and high schools
Elementary, Little Lake Elementary School,
are introducing an alternative to suspension class this
McSweeny Elementary School, Ramona Elementary year. The class leads students through restorative
School, Valle Vista Elementary School, West Valley practices and activities so they can understand how

PBIS cont.
their behavior has affected others as well as how they
can correct their behavior in the future. Students are
also able to have academic instruction which allows
them to not fall behind like a suspension may cause.
Last year, this class was piloted at Tahquitz High
School and the school found that their suspensions
decreased, attendance increased and the majority of
students that attended this class for behavioral issues
did not reoffend.

There are many great things happening within Hemet
Unified schools and we are thrilled with the
recognition our sites have received in providing
multi-tiered systems of support for students. Thanks to
this effort staff is able to support the whole child and
provide them with the necessary resources to ensure
their success.

Western Center Student Attends MIT
Summer Program
Aaliyah Webster, a junior at Western Center
Academy, completed a four-week program at the 2018
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) Beaver
Works Summer Institute (BWSI). Aaliyah was among
198 students from high schools throughout the nation
to participate in the program.
BWSI was an opportunity for talented, high rising
high school seniors to work on hands-on projects,
partake in online courses and attend lectures presented
by leading scientific researchers. Aaliyah was at MIT
from July 9 to August 5, where she was able to live in
the dorms, eat in the dining hall and experience the
typical college life first hand. The program is hosted
by the MIT Lincoln Laboratory Beaver Works Center,
a research center in Cambridge jointly chartered by
MIT Lincoln Laboratory, the MIT School of
Engineering, and the MIT Department of Aeronautics
and Astronautics.

Aaliyah said the summer program opened her eyes to
many things. While she is still leaning towards
attending University of California, Berkeley, this
experience has peaked her interest in attending MIT.
She also said the program has solidified her desire to
pursue a degree in computer science so she can
become a software engineer.
Congratulations on being selected to attend the 2018
MIT Beaver Works Summer Institute, we know you
represented Western Center Academy and the City of
Hemet well!

BWSI is designed to be a transformational learning
experience. Students were placed into one of eight
courses that involved project-based learning in an
intensive team environment. Aaliya was placed in the
RACECAR course which allowed her to program
miniature self-driving cars, integrating sensors and
collision avoidance logic to allow the cars to navigate
complex racetracks. She was able to work with other
students as they tested their software to recognize
signs, follow a path, and avoid obstacles.
“This year, we had a fantastic group of students:
talented, full of questions, very intelligent, and all with
a passion for learning,” said Joel Grimm, the manager
of Beaver Works. “I love to see the new ideas and
solutions they use to complete their summer program
on the final day. It was an exciting day of races and
technology demonstrations. These students received a
transformational experience that they will be sure to
remember for many years to come.”
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Community Aides in Cranston Fire Relief
Hemet Unified School District (HUSD) students are
beginning another school year and we are excited to
see what this year brings as we welcome nearly
22,000 students for the new 2018-19 school year!
Unfortunately, the weeks leading up to the new school
year caused uncertainty for our families in Idyllwild,
Anza and Aguanga due to the Cranston Fire. Many
families in Idyllwild were forced to evacuate their
homes as the fire grew and families in Anza and
Aguanga suffered from power outages for 10 days.
During this chaotic time, community members
throughout the area worked together to support their
fellow neighbors in any way they could. Citizens
began donating water, food and clothes; HUSD’s
Transportation Department assisted in evacuations;
schools began opening for residents so they could
access showers; and citizens began posting on
Facebook to look for new ways in which they could
continue to support those that were affected by the fire
and power outages.

Parent Resource Center request. Staff began sorting
through the clothes and quickly realized washing the
clothes at our facilities was going to take too long and
families wouldn’t have access to the donations before
the first day of school.
Staff began reaching out to local laundromats to see if
we could use their facilities to wash the clothes. A
local, family-owned laundry facility, Presco Laundry,
washed, dried, and folded over 2,000 articles of
clothing at no cost, to help our families in need. Fred
Presco, the owner, said he was happy to have a chance
to give back to the Hemet community which has been
very welcoming to him and his family since moving
here.

Thanks to the combined effort of T.H.E. Center,
Presco Laundry, Hemet High School students,
ASPIRE students and the Parent Resource Center, the
clothes were delivered to Hamilton K-8 School on
Wednesday, August 8. It is in times like these that we
are reminded of the generous and compassionate
community we live in. A
As the power came back on in these communities and big thank you to everyone
families returned home, families found another
that supported families
challenge they needed to address. With the lack of
throughout this difficult
power, all food that was in the refrigerator needed to time and to our first
be discarded because it had spoiled. Families needed responders, California
to restock their food supply, but had little money left Edison, Anza Co-Op, and
over to take their children school clothes shopping for Caltrans for your hard work
the first day of school.
in ensuring the power was
back on and roads were
After discovering this need, HUSD’s Parent Resource clear by the time school
Center began reaching out to local businesses and
started!
community groups to request clothing donations.
Therapeutic Horsemanship Equestrian (T.H.E.) Center
provided the clothing donations within 24 hours of the

Summer School Graduation
Hemet Unified School District (HUSD) is pleased to
announce that an additional 45 students have become
a part of the graduating class of 2018. The
commencement ceremony was held in the Tahquitz
High School Theater on July 13, 2018, at 4:00p.m.

These students completed the required classes during
Summer School and were able to graduate as part of
the class of 2018. The theater was filled with families
and friends, Principals, Assistant Principals, and
District employees all showing their support. The
graduating students were met with loud cheers as they
marched across the stage to receive their diplomas.
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Assistant Superintendent Tracy Chambers expressed
her admiration for the students’ dedication. She
encouraged each of the students to reflect on their
journey and the remarkable effort they put into
reaching this particular goal. She thanked the families
for the guidance and support they gave to their child
as well as their endless encouragement.
Everyone expressed heartfelt congratulations to this
class of 2018. Overwhelming respect was shown to
these graduates who, despite the challenges, were able
to overcome and reach their goal.
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Summer Graduation cont.
Alessandro High School
Johnny Joseph Alvarez
Juan Arteaga
Luis Astorga
Mario Julian Chang
Elizabeth Compian
Dylan DelHaro
Kaitlyn Florio
Nala Gallow
Deaisha Jones
Frankie Moore
Melissa Morales
Yamile Ramirez
Carlos Daniel Dominic Reyna
Alex Rico
Amaya Rodriguez
Angel Sandoval
Drew Sonly
Marquise Thomas
Keuler Watson

Seanna Noel Hernandez
Jennifer Leanos
Olivia Miller
Kyle Osborn
Jesus Rios
Daniella Robles-Bejarquez
Jose Rocha
Nohemi Ruedas-Benavides
Samantha Lee Stevens
Jillian Valle
Dylan Webb
Tristan A. Wilson
Hemet High School
Camron Shamar Brown
Brenda Chavez
Summer House
Natalie Van Jindelt
Tahquitz High School
Tenisha Crowder
Nathan Do
Timothy Zazueta
you. We can’t wait to see where life takes you!

Helen Hunt Jackson/College Prep High School
Mary Guthrie
Andres Salas
Hemet Adult School
Jasmine Adkins
Cecilia H. Alaniz
Mario Davalos
Saul Edwardo De La Mora-Ramirez
Ashley Nicole Fargo

Nutrition Services New School Year Update
Hemet Unified’s Nutrition Services Department has
exciting news for the community as we begin to enter
the 2018-19 school year. Department staff have been
working tirelessly to find new ways in which they can
better serve our students.

breakfast items, 48,218 lunches and 935 snack items.
She said they had a 23% increase in lunch participation due to the additional schools they visited and
three new community serving sites.

Jungnickel said this summer they introduced a type of
During the summer, Nutrition Services, in partnership food truck that made transporting meals from site to
with the United States Department of Agriculture
site easier. The food truck, known as the Lunch Box,
(USDA), offered the Seamless Summer Meal
was a school bus that was being sent for surplus by
Program. This program provided free meals during the HUSD’s Transportation Department. When the
summer to all children 18 years and younger. During Director of Transportation learned about Nutrition
June and July, meals were available at 16 locations to Services’ idea, he provided them with one of their
ensure children had access to nutritious meals
surpluses. The Lunch Box holds a cold box, warmer
throughout the summer. Janet Jungnickel, Director of and built-in hydration station that was perfect for the
Nutrition Services, said the department served 21,191 Seamless Summer Meal Program this summer.
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Nutrition cont.
For the upcoming school year, the following schools
will be implementing a new option available to
schools participating in the National School Lunch
and School Breakfast Programs called the Community
Eligibility Provision (CEP) for 2018-19 School Year.

2018-19 School Year - Hemet USD - Community
Eligibility Provision Schools

Acacia Middle School
Alessandro High School
ASPIRE Community Day School
Schools that participate in the CEP are able to provide Bautista Creek Elementary School
healthy breakfasts and lunches each day at no charge Dartmouth Middle School
for all students enrolled in that CEP school during the Diamond Valley Middle School
2018-19 school year all without having to complete a Fruitvale Elementary School
meal application.
Hamilton K-8 School
Harmony Elementary School
Schools not participating in Community Eligibility
Helen Hunt Jackson
Provision are Cawston Elementary School,
Hemet Elementary School
Cottonwood School, Hamilton High School, Hemet
High School, and Idyllwild School. Meal applications Jacob Wiens Elementary School
Little Lake Elementary School
may be completed by households to qualify for free
and reduced-price meals for the 2018-19 school year. McSweeny Elementary School
Ramona Elementary School
Rancho Viejo Middle School
Beginning this school year, students will be
Tahquitz High School
introduced to new menu items. Last year, Nutrition
Valle Vista Elementary School
staff visited each school site and taste-tested new
West Valley High School
menu items that will be introduced this school year.
Whittier Elementary School
School sites will have varying menu items, depending Winchester Elementary School
on the decisions made by students on that campus last
school year. Items may include street tacos, Hemet
Chicken Bowl (a play on the KFC Bowl), fresh salsa,
chicken quesadillas and fresh biscuits.
Students will also be able to download Web Menus for
School Nutrition. This app allows students to see
menu items, nutritional and allergy information for
each item and provide feedback on menu items.
Students can download the app in the App Store or
Google Play. Once they download the app, they will
need to search for Hemet Unified.
Thank you to our Nutrition staff for creating new and
exciting ways to serve our students!
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Upcoming Events

Social Media (click on picture to access)
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Security Corner
As we get started on the 2018/19 School Year it is
important to remind everyone about a very valuable
tool we have at the Hemet Unified School District for
preventing violent acts against school sites. All
parents, students and community members have
access to Sprigeo, a web based, anonymous reporting
system. Through the Sprigeo application, anyone can
report information that may be relevant to the school
district such as bullying, pending violent acts against a
site or self-harm. While reporting, you will be asked to
identify the site where the issue is occurring in order
to forward the tip to the appropriate people.

they will be directed to the website where they can
input the information and it will be forwarded to the
appropriate person. You can also download the app for
Apple and Android phones.
Working together, we can make an impact of reducing
school violence, bullying and self-harm. Remember, if
you see something, say something.

It has been found that in a large number of security
incidents that occurred on school grounds, students
had some information about the pending event. It’s
not to say that students knew exactly what was going
to happen in these incidents, but they may have had
some information that could have assisted school staff
or the police in intervening. Anything that seems
suspicious should be treated as such and reported.
Sprigeo is just one means of reporting suspicious
information, however the benefit for students is that it
can be done anonymously.
The Sprigeo website can be located on the homepage
of every Hemet Unified School website. To access
Sprigeo, a person would simply click the logo and

Upcoming Calendar of events
(click on calendar)

Follow HUSD
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