Brea Jr. High
Home of Bobcat P.R.I.D.E.

Positive Attitudes. Respect. Integrity. Determination. Excellence.

Purpose
BREA BOBCATS ARE A COMPASSIONATE AND COURAGEOUS
COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS WHO COMMIT TO EXCELLENCE
IN ACADEMICS, CITIZENSHIP, AND PERSONAL PRIDE

Principal - Mrs. Kelly Kennedy
Message from the Principal:
Brea Junior High School is one of the finest
junior high schools in Orange County! We are a
high-performing school where all 950 students
are academically challenged and where they
are provided with the curriculum, instruction,
support, and time they need to meet rigorous
academic standards and personal growth. The
curriculum and extracurricular programs here
at BJH are motivating, engaging, and tap into
our students’ interests and curiosity. Our
students learn to understand important
concepts, develop essential skills and apply
what they learn to real-world situations.
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Assistant Principal - Mr. Rollie Ham
Assistant Principal - Ms. Kristin Risberg
Intervention Counselor- Mr. Andrew Babbitt

BJH

BREA JR. HIGH

Life as a Bobcat
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We provide curriculum and instruction
that aligns with the national common
core standards. We seek to meet the
needs of all students, including Special
Education students, Regular Education
students, English Language Learners,
GATE students, and those who are at-risk.

The vision of Brea Junior High, in

Our schedule of class offerings fluctuates

partnership with the home and

each semester, as the needs of our

community, is to prepare students to be

students change. We believe in

lifelong learners and responsible,

purposeful staff development

contributing citizens in a culturally

opportunities that empower teachers,

diverse, safe society. Students will

classified staff, and administration to be

develop their full potential in an

lifelong learners practicing on the edge

educationally challenging environment

of our craft. As our assessment data and

where they will be treated with respect,

standards drive our curriculum, teachers

given equal access to a rich, meaningful

use this information to differentiate and

curriculum, and challenged to meet

modify instruction in order for our

expectations of excellence.

students to reach proficiency.
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LIFE AS A
BOBCAT
SCHOLAR
Rigorous Academics
Our Junior high program
represents a very
important phase in your
student's educational
experience. The goals of
the instructional
program are to assist
students in making the transition from
elementary to high school curriculum. Skills
in reading, writing, literature and
mathematics, history/social science, and
science are further developed in the
required course sequence.

Enriching
Electives
Elective courses such as
foreign language, art,
music, industrial arts,
college prep, STEM
classes, and Career Tech
classes (CTE) serve to
broaden your student's
educational background. The junior high
school elective program encourages
students to pursue interests and passions
beyond the core curriculum. We provide an
environment in which each student is
encouraged to find his or her passions, and
to gain a sense of confidence in meeting the
challenges of new experiences.

Developed
Pathways
Adding to the robust
program that BJH offers
we now have elective
pathways that bridge
the elementary school
to the junior high and
then continue to the
the high school. A CTE pathway is a
sequence of two or more CTE courses
within a student’s area of career interest.
Pathways are designed to connect
elementary to junior high then high school
classes to college, industry certifications,
and/or a career.
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JR. HIGH
REQUIREMENTS

The purpose of our curricular program at Brea
Junior High School is to meet the diverse needs
of our learners and ensure that they are on a
path to be college and career ready.
Each student will have a schedule consisting of
their required content classes and two electives.
Your student schedule will consist of the
following classes:
1. English/Language Arts
2. History
3. Science
4. Math
5. Physical Education
6. Elective
7. Elective

Here at Brea Junior High School, our students
have the opportunity for both independent
inquiry and learning in cooperation with
others. They have time to be reflective and
numerous opportunities to make decisions
about their learning. There are high
expectations for all students and we are
committed to encouraging and supporting
every student to produce work of high
quality. We see the true value of building
independence and a strong work ethic in
every one of our students in order to keep
their options open well beyond their high
school years and into their college and career
futures.
These standards define the knowledge and
skills students should have within their K-12
education careers so that they will graduate
high school able to succeed in entry-level,
credit-bearing academic college courses and
in workforce training programs.

The standards are aligned with college and
work expectations;
-Are clear, understandable and consistent;
include rigorous content and application
of knowledge through high-order skills;
-Build upon strengths and lessons of current
state standards;
-Are informed by other top performing
countries, so that all students are
prepared to succeed in our global
economy and society; and
-Are evidence-based.
Academic Opportunities include: GATE
Program, Honors Classes, Advanced Math
Courses, Peer Tutoring, Saturday School,
Homework Help at the Teen Center,
Technology in classrooms, Google Suite
School, Honor Roll, and National Junior
Honor Society

ACADEMIC
OPPORTUNITIES
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COLLEGE READINESS
Advancement via Individual
Determination (AVID)
Bobcat Academy

STEM
Marine Biology
Forensics
Project Lead the Way(PLTW)
Design & Modeling and
Automation & Robotics
Engineering Through the Ages
Advanced Robotics
Science Olympiad
Exploring Medical Careers

COMPUTER TECH
Exploring Computer Science
Digital Photo
Advanced Digital Photo
Yearbook
Video Broadcasting (BCTV)

VISUAL ARTS
PERFORMING ARTS
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Music- Beginning Band,
Intermediate Band, Concert Band,
String Orchestra, Jazz Band and
Guitar
Show Choir
Drama
Play Production
Art I and Art II
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COMMUNICATION/
HISTORY
Speech and Debate
Greek and Roman Mythology
PEERS (Program for the Education
and Enrichment of Relational
Skills)

WORLD LANGUAGE
Spanish ( Year I, High School
Level)

INDUSTRIAL ARTS
Basic Industrial Arts
Advanced Industrial Arts
Foundation of Residential and
Commercial Construction (BITA I)

STUDENT
LEADERSHIP/
SCHOOL SERVICES
Student Government (ASB)
Leadership 101
Library/Media Aide
Office Practice Aide
Student Mentor
Unified P.E. Mentor
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Here are the different
types of
extracurricular
opportunities at
BJH.With a little
something for
everyone, you’re sure
to find something you’ll
enjoy!_
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Bobcat Athletics
Peer Assistance Leadership (PALS)
Academic Pentathlon Team
National Junior Honor Society (NJHS)
Math Counts Team
Spelling Bee Competition
AfterSchool Enrichment Classes
Club Live
Science Olympiad
Chemistry Challenge
Color Guard
Cheerleading
Lunch Time Clubs/Activities
Interact Club
Teen Center

FOCUS ON

Social and Emotional
LEARNING
Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the
process through which children and
adults understand and manage emotions,
set and achieve positive goals, feel and
show empathy for others, establish and
maintain positive relationships, and make
responsible decisions. Here at BJH, we
make SEL a priority for student success.
We have a menu of interventions to
support students as a whole school, small
groups, or even individuals. We are proud
of our menu of interventions, including
our intervention counselor, who is
available to all students that need extra
support. We have professional restorative
practitioners who work with the staff and
continuously focus on making BJH an
inclusive environment.
Social and emotional skills sustain
student success—and build better
citizens. At BJH skills are intentionally
taught, practiced, and reinforced
contributing to our positive student
outcomes. SEL has been integrated into
classes, school climate, and teacher
training. We believe in providing the best
environment and support for all students!

EDUCATING THE WHOLE CHILD THROUGH A

Multi-Tiered System of Support
MTSS is a proactive approach to student success. MTSS is a
framework that will help us be more proactive in preventing
problem behavior, academic struggles and monitoring social
emotion for all students. Through the use of a common
language (Bobcat PRIDE, for example), displayed expectations
across the campus, positive reinforcement systems, and an
inclusive school culture, MTSS allows us create a unique BJH
experience where all students, families, faculty, and staff know
what it takes to show Bobcat PRIDE.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AND PHILANTHROPY

BOBCATS CARE

COMMUNITY
BASED LEARNING

PHILANTHROPY
At its core, philanthropy is a journey of selfdiscovery, as well as a growing awareness of

Community Based Learning (CBL) is

the big picture. We encourage our students

an educational approach focusing

to reflect on what they care about and then

on providing experiences, supported

we ask them to draw on the resources they

by guidance, context-providing,

have at their disposal to help solve a

foundational knowledge, and

problem. It’s an incredibly empowering

intellectual analysis that produces

experience that can have a lasting impact

the greatest learning. The

on a child. At BJH, we currently work on

opportunity for students to bring

projects benefiting HomeAid OC,

thoughtful knowledge and ideas

Independence Fund, Rise Against Hunger,

based on personal observation and

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, and

experience to a classes' lessons,

locally with Brea Rotary Club and The City

themes and discussion brings depth

of Brea's Love Brea Day.

to the learning for students and to
the content of the course. The
communities of which we are a part
can benefit from the resources of
our faculty and students and these
experiences can be educationally

ABOVE AND
BEYOND

transformative in powerful ways.

Brea Junior High School’s 8th Grade English Department is
committed to empowering our students to give back to their
community. Over 20 years ago, the teachers organized a letter
writing campaign and a Silent Auction fundraiser with all
proceeds going towards HomeAid OC. BJH has donated about
$79,000 over the past 20 years. There is such a sense of pride
and “teamwork” when one of the 8th graders receive a
donation from a business. In 2017, BJH was awarded the 2017
HomE Award for their outstanding contribution to ending
homelessness for families in Orange County by going above
and beyond to support HomeAid's mission. This is the very first
time a school has received this exemplary recognition from the
HomeAid Board of Directors. We are so proud of our students
and staff who are empowered to give back to their community!
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AWARDS AND
RECOGNITION
A T

B R E A

J U N I O R

H I G H

California Distinguished Gold Ribbon School

Platinum PBIS School
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Student Recognition

Honor Roll . Principal's List . PRIDE Cards & Stars . Student of the Month . Scholars of
the Year . Students of the Year . President's Awards for Educational Achievement .
PTA Citizenship Award . James Setterlund Memorial Award . Dana Robinson Award .
Joe DuPuy Memorial Scholarship for Literature Award . Aztlan Award . Gigi Watson
Memorial Award for Art . Department Awards . Stellar Excellar Awards . Brea Rotary
Club Honorees . Brea Lion's Club Citizenship Awards . Brea Kiwanis Club Honorees .
Scientific Thinker Award . Academic Endeavor Award . Reed Peterson International
Relations Memorial Award for History . Attendance Recognition . National Junior
Honor Society Awards . AVID 8th Grade Standout Award .
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BOBCAT P.R.I.D.E.

Visit Us at
www.bjhs.bousd.us

