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Inserted into today’s Anaconda Leader
for readers in Deer Lodge County is our
2018 General Election Guide. You can
also pick up a free copy at the Leader
office at 121 Main St.

SPORTS
LADY 'HEADS
LOSE ON ROAD AT
DEER LODGE

Four years ago, Anaconda Public
Schools introduced a preschool
program following its receipt of a
federal grant as one of Montana’s
high-needs communities for early
childhood education, and now
testing data shows it appears to be
paying off.
According to the district’s
test scores for 2018, which were
presented to the Board of Trustees
at their regular meeting Wednesday
night, the results for the Dynamic
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy
Skills (DIBELS) test administered
to students in grades K-2 are
increasing progressively with each
grade level.
Among kindergarteners at Lincoln
Primary School, 63 percent scored
at or above their grade level on the
DIBELS, while 67 percent of first
See PRE-K on page 3

Kathie R. Miller
Editor
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Students in Brianna Eamon’s preschool class at Lincoln Primary School practice
deep breathing techniques with stuffed animals to help them learn how to
react better when something makes them angry, one of many ways the Lincoln
Preschool is helping 3- and 4-year-olds prepare for school.

Opportunity residents will have to
wait for their chance to have their
lawsuit against Atlantic Richfield
Company seeking restoration
damages for the cleanup of their
property from nearly 100 years of
smelting activities heard before a
jury.
Judge Katherine Bidegaray agreed
to postpone the trial, which was set
to begin Oct 29 in the 2nd Judicial
District Court in Butte, until the
U.S. Supreme Court can review
Arco’s appeal of whether the 90-plus
residents in Opportunity can sue for
restoration and removal of heavymetal contamination above what the
Environmental Protection Agency
has determined the clean up levels

See LAWSUIT on page 3
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Anaconda got off to a slow start in Deer
Lodge, falling 3-1.
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B-BALL: GIRLS
GET NEW COACH
Andy Saltenberger will be the Lady
Copperheads’ new basketball coach for
the upcoming season.
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SCHOOLS
ONLINE SAFETY
THE SUBJECT OF
POSTER CONTEST
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BOYER TALKS
HEAD START

Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Head
Start Director Mandy Boyer visits with
Sen. Jon Tester Thursday to discuss support
for the program.
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Voters to decide two commission seats,
Justice of the Peace and three levies
Kathie R. Miller
Editor
Absentee ballots went out this
week for the General Election that
will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 6.
“We have sent some out, but
will finish sending them today,”
Anaconda-Deer Lodge County
Election Administrator Jessica
Collinsworth said Friday morning.
Local contested races include
two seats on the commission as
well as the Justice of the Peace.
Incumbent Paul Smith, 53, a
security supervisor with CCCS
Inc. WATCh/CCP West Program,
is seeking his second term as
commissioner for District 4,
against Charlie McCurdy, a retired
vocational teacher and owner of
Log Home Services. McCurdy has
a bachelor’s of education, and a
master’s in technology education
and is a National Board Certified
teacher.
District 4 represents the
Opportunity and Lost Creek rural
areas.
Incumbent Jim Whealon, 72, is
seeking his first elected term for
Commission District 5 against
Mike Huotte, 33. Whealon was
appointed to the commission in
Febuary 2017 to fill out the term
after Elaine Lux-Burt resigned
from the post.

McCurdy

Smith

Whelon has a bachelor’s
degree in history and American
Governement and a master’s
degree in eduation and counseling
from Western Montana College.
He was the superintendent of the
Anaconda School District from
2000 to 2009. He retired four years
ago.
Huotte, 33, who is a financial
officer for the Butte District
of the Montana Department
of Transportation h, has a
bachelor’s degree in business and
information technology from
Montana Tech and is a licensed
Certified Public Accountant.
District 5 represents the West
Valley and Mill Creek rural areas.
Incumbent Larry Pahut, 68, is
seeking his third term as Justice
of the Peace running against Joe
Ungaretti, 50, who is the county’s
code enforcement officer.
Pahut attended Carrol College
for three years and worked in

Huotte

Whealon

corrections for 15 years.
Ungaretti has a bachelor’s of arts
in political science and secondary
education from the University of
Jamestown.
Incumbent Judge Ray Dayton
is running unopposed to be the
judge of the 3rd Judicial District
Court.
The Hearst Free Library is
seeking a two-year, 3-mill levy
for continued operation of the
county’s public library. The levy
with its current mill value set at
$13,306 the levy is expected to
generate about $39,918 annually.
The money would be used for
the continued operation of the
county-owned library and to
purchase books, CDs, DVDs,
etc. It also allows the library to
stay open more hours each week,
including Mondays.
The 3-mill levy would cost
taxpayers about $4.05 per year
on a home with an assessed value

Pahut

Ungaretti

of $100,000 or about $8.10 for a
home valued at $200,000.
The Metcalf Memorial Senior
Citizens Center, a non-profit
organization, is seeking a twoyear, 1-mill levy to continue to
provide funding for transportation
services for senior citizens and
persons with disabilities in
Anaconda-Deer Lodge County.
With the current mill value set
at $13,306 the levy is expected to
generate about $13,306 annually.
The 1-mill levy would cost
taxpayers about $1.35 per year
on a home with an assessed value
of $100,000 or about $2.70 for a
home valued at $200,000.
The Metcalf Memorial Senior
Citizens Center, a nonprofit
organization serving senior
citizens in Anaconda-Deer Lodge
County, is seeking a two-year,
1-mill levy to continue to provide

See ELECTION on page 3
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graders and 70 percent of
second graders achieved the
same levels. Some of those
second graders were among
the first cohort of students
who came through the
Lincoln Preschool in 20152016.
The data isn’t completely
rosy, even at the K-2 level,
as 44 percent of second
graders tested proficient in
reading and 39 percent in
math on their Measures of
Academic Progress (MAP)
test, although between 61 and
62 percent of kindergarteners
and first graders reached
those benchmarks – the
highest percentages of any
grade level in the school
district on that particular test,
and by a significant margin.
The next-highest proficiency
rate on the MAP reading test
belongs to the sixth graders
at Fred Moodry Intermediate
School (54 percent), and the
next-highest in math goes to
the sophomores at Anaconda
Senior High School (48
percent).
Furthermore, Lincoln
Primary School Principal
Norah Barney reported to
the Board of Trustees that
only 14 percent of students
in grades K-2 have needed
interventions on any of their
academic work. Both she and
Superintendent Justin Barnes
attributed these successes to
the preschool.
“The K-2 data are good
indicators on the preschool,”
Barnes said.
Barnes also pointed to
the stronger results posted
by fourth graders on the
Istation’s Indicators of
Progress (ISIP), the MAP
reading and language
arts tests and the Smarter
Balanced math test than
other grade levels are
roughly in line with when
Common Core Standards
were introduced in Montana
in 2012-2013, noting that
students who had started
their education with
Common Core tended to
perform better than those
who had to adjust their
learning methods to it.
Still, Barnes questioned
whether the district may be
conducting too much testing.
Some of the standardized
tests currently administered
by the district are required,

Got an
announcement?

U

Let the Anaconda Leader
help you get your
message out.

563-5283

but not all of them are.
“We do a lot of testing. We
do need to know where the
kids are at, but we don’t want
to burn them out,” he said.
In the future, Barnes
said the district may shift
to a more focused model
of testing, such as that
provided by the ISIP, a test
administered to grades 3-10
under a requirement of the
district’s Striving Readers
grant.
“One of the really good
things with it is it gives
immediate feedback and
allows students to work at the
level they’re at, and allows
the teachers to differentiate
instruction for each kid,” he
said. “If we’re getting more
bang for our buck with
the ISIP, if it’s best for our
students we’ll probably phase
out the MAP test.”
The MAP test is not a
required state standardized
test, nor is it a grant
requirement.
The tests that are required
by the state – SBAC for
grades 4-9 and the ACT for
high school seniors (who are
tested in their junior year)
– are however the ones that
Anaconda’s students appear
to struggle with the most,
with only the sixth graders
posting a result above 50
percent proficiency, that on
English Language Arts (ELA).
Only the ninth graders and
the fourth graders scored 40
percent or higher, that on
ELA and math respectively.
The ACT in particular
is a stumbling block, as
Anaconda continues to score
below the state average. This
year’s seniors had an average
composite ACT score of 18.5,
a little over a point below the
state average of 19.6, with
13 percent meeting all four
college readiness benchmarks
of English, math, reading and
science.
That is, however, a vast
improvement over the
previous year, when just
3 percent met all four
benchmarks. English was
up 3 percent, math up 14
percent, reading up 17
percent and science up 16
percent for the Class of 2019
compared with the previous
year.
“That is an improvement,”
Barnes said. “I just want them
to keep improving. I think
we’re doing a lot of the right
things… We’re setting up
things at each school to help,
but we still need more.”
For more information on
the ACT test, visit www.act.
org. For more information
on the Smarter Balanced test
and Montana’s assessments in
general, visit opi.mt.gov.
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to be under Superfund.
Justin Stalpes of Beck,
Amsden & Staples attorney
for the Opportunity and
Crackerville residents said
they have the right to have
their property cleaned up and
restored under Montana law.
“The issue has already been
decided by the Montana
Supreme Court [to move
forward with the jury trial.]”
Stalpes said Thursday. “We
believe the decision of the
Montana Supreme Court
was correct, so regardless
of the U.S. Supreme Court
reviewing the case, we hope
to hold Arco accountable
and make them clean up our
clients properties to remove
the toxic contamination.”
Last year, the Montana
Supreme Court upheld the
property owners rights to
seek damages and restoration
of their property by a six to
one decision.
In February, Bidegaray
denied Arco’s request to
move the trial to another
jurisdiction due to
inflammatory media publicity
surrounding the case.
After frustration with the
action levels EPA established
for clean up – 250 parts
per million for arsenic in
1996 and 400 ppm for lead
in 2011 – 98 Opportunity
and Crackerville residents
filed a lawsuit against Arco
about 10 years ago seeking
to restore their land, homes
and groundwater, which
are contaminated with lead,
arsenic and other heavy
metals from nearly a century
of smelting activities in the
area.
Michael Abendhoff,
director of media affairs for
BP America Inc. for Arco
declined to comment.

Business news
Send your business
news to the Leader,
including new business
ventures, employee
promotions, awards, new
associates, professional
certification, etc. We’ll
publish it in a future
edition. Send it to
121 Main Street in
Anaconda. Or e-mail
it to leadernews@
anacondaleader.
com. Include contact
information, including
a name and phone
number for verification.
Pictures can be picked
up after publication.
For more information,
call Kathie Miller at 5635283.

Pumpkin Sunday set for GrantKohrs Ranch National Historic Site
Would you like to get out
and enjoy the fall season? Are
you looking for a fun, family
activity? Join in the fun
Sunday, Oct. 21, from 1 to 4
p.m. at Grant-Kohrs Ranch
National Historic Site for an
afternoon of harvest themed
family activities.
Children, 14 years old and
under, are invited to hunt for

Pintler
Pets
Pets available
for adoption
Pintler Pets, a non-profit,
humane animal shelter
has the following animals
available for adoption:
• Gidget, Bridget, Monte
and Ivory - Mastiff/Shepherd/
Shar pei, tan/black muzzle
10-week-old puppies
These darling little pups are
outgoing and well socialized.
• Willard - Labrador
Retriever cross, black, male
neutered, 7 months old
Willard is your typical,
enthusiastic black Labrador
retriever.
• Logan - German Shepherd
Dog, tan/black, male
neutered, adult
Logan is a handsome,
intelligent and knows a
couple of commands.
Animals available for
adoption can be found at
Pintler Pet’s Web site at www.
montanapets.org/pp/.
Pintler Pets is at 205 Silver
St. in the old arbiter plant east
of Anaconda.
Pintler Pets is open Monday
through Saturday from 1 to 5
p.m. or by appointment.
For more information or to
adopt an animal, call 5637464 or 563-2564.

the perfect pumpkin in the
pumpkin patch and paint it
for the season.
Children’s harvest themed
crafts, tractor drawn hayrides,
children’s hay maze and more,
will entertain the young at
heart.
For some fun ways to
experience days gone by,
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through Anaconda.
Gordon Pierson Jr., a
Democrat from Deer Lodge,
is the only person running
for House District 78, which
includes the northeastern
portion of Deer Lodge County
(north of Park Avenue in the
western portion of Anaconda
and north of the railroad
tracks in the eastern portion
of Anaconda). It also includes
Warm Springs, Opportunity
and Lost Creek along with
northern portion of Silver
Bow County including
Walkerville and Brown’s Gulch
and the southern portion of
Powell County, including the
city of Deer Lodge and GrantKohrs Ranch.

Veronica Waite
SPECIAL SERVICES

Cleaning
Grocery Shopping
Dog Walker
Doctor Appointments
Big Jobs ~ Little Jobs
Honest ~ Veteran
Phone: 560-1830
Email: vpwaite@gmail.com
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Heaven Scent Floral & Gifts
423 W. Park
www.heavenscentfloralandgifts.com 563-9423
The Anaconda Leader
121 Main, Anaconda
563-5283 debbie@anacondaleader.com

Oil Changes

Konnie’s Touch of Color
interior & exterior painter - licensed/insured
560-2518
Moreland Electric, LLC
218 Howe
691-1118

Chuck’s Super Lube
1350 E Commercial, Anaconda
563-3282

Anaconda Disposal
110 East Pennsylvania
563-5111
Moreland Electric, LLC
218 Howe
691-1118
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funding for recreational,
educational and other
activities for senior citizens
living in Anaconda-Deer
Lodge County.
With the current mill value
set at $13,306 the levy is
expected to generate about
$13,306 annually.
The 1-mill levy would cost
taxpayers about $1.35 per year
on a home with an assessed
value of $100,000 or about
$2.70 for a home valued at
$200,000.
Candidates running for
House District 77, who are
all running unopposed in
the Primary Election and
therefore will advance to the
General Election, include
Heather Blom, a Republican
from Drummond, Mark
Sweeney, a Democrat from
Philipsburg and Richard
“Dick” Motta, a Libertarian,
also from Philipsburg. House
District 77 includes all of
Granite County and the
southern portion of Deer
Lodge County south of the
railroad tracks that run

Disposal
Founded December 17, 1970

there will be heritage candle
making and apple cider
making.
Come out and enjoy an
afternoon full of activities
at Grant-Kohrs Ranch.
Pumpkin Sunday is free.
For more information,
please call 406-559-7280 or
visit www.nps.gov/grko.

Heaven Scent Floral & Gifts
423 W. Park
www.heavenscentfloralandgifts.com 563-9423

Cost To Businesses:

Painting

Konnie’s Touch of Color
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Senior Citizen Services
New Horizons
402 Christine Court, 563-7008
www.caslenlc.com
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Call Debbie Johns
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