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The Campaign
for

St. Catharine
Academy
SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES
Facilities
• Elevator
•H
 andicapped accessible throughout
•S
 ecurity, new entryway

Sub-Total: $2,250,000
Academics
• L eading edge technology

Center for Technology and Information

• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering

and Math Suite)
• Five year technology fund
Sub-Total: $250,000
Grand Total:

$2,500,000

Celebrating our Legacy of
Excellence, Investing in Promise

A

t our 125th Anniversary
Gala Dinner on April 23,
2015 St. Catharine
Academy launched its first
ever capital campaign, Celebrating
our Legacy of Excellence, Investing in
Promise. SCA’s most recent strategic
plan carefully considered the needs
and challenges facing St. Catharine
Academy in the years ahead.
Celebrating our Legacy of
Excellence, Investing in Promise
articulates a bold vision, touching on all areas of school life.
It is built on a facility Master
Plan. The Master Plan is a crucial guide as we navigate changing demographics and sweeping
changes in the Catholic school
community.

Our Objectives
The first phase of the campaign is to
meet very basic but crucial improvements to the SCA physical plant and
our academic infrastructure.
Simply put, the goal is to raise $2.5
million dollars that will be used to cover the cost of an elevator, making SCA
handicapped accessible throughout,
leading edge technology, and enhanced
security by creating a new entryway.
Through the generosity of those who
have already committed to Celebrating
our Legacy of Excellence, Investing in
Promise we have reached 75% of our
goal. Through the help of many we can
reach our goal. I invite everyone to invest
in the future of St. Catharine Academy.
With God’s grace, and your generosity,
you can carry us over the finish line!

Woman of Distinction Gala Dinner See inside

MESSAGE from

the PRESIDENT

Excerpted Opening Remarks at Gala Dinner, April 23, 2015
Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62

G

ood evening! On behalf of the Board of Trustees, the
Sisters of Mercy and our 125th Anniversary Planning
Committee, I welcome you to this SOLD OUT 125th
Anniversary Gala Dinner. Tonight we will honor 22 distinguished alumnae who will receive SCA’s inaugural “Woman
of Distinction Award”. We will also honor one among us who
will soon celebrate seventy years as a Sister of Mercy, fifty of
which have been spent at SCA, Sr. Helen Marie Scannell, also
known as Sr. Timothy. As wonderful as this all is, it is even
more thrilling because of the more than 425 people here tonight and your tremendous support. Thank you!
So, what is the secret of St. Catharine Academy turning 125
years old? I find inspiration and encouragement in the profound and practical words of Catherine McAuley, foundress of
the Sisters of Mercy: “While we place all of our confidence in
God, we must act as if all depended upon our exertion.”
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Certainly, the required energy that Catherine McAuley
wished to convey in this maxim
buoyed our planning committee over the past three years.
And it certainly propels SCA’s
first ever capital campaign. Finally, I have to believe, as a Sister of Mercy, that this uplifting
energy of God’s grace and hard
work is what grounded those
founding Sisters of Mercy in
1889; to take the risk of starting a school (because they were
asked to), using their own resources without any assurance
it would endure, much less for
125 years. Unfortunately for us,
we do not know the names of
these sisters. But over the years
other Sisters of Mercy followed, and we do know their
names: Christine, Goretti,
Bernard, Nora, Gertrude,
Etheldreda, Mary, Daniel,
Helen, and many more.
Tonight, there are about

twenty-five Sisters of Mercy present. Sisters, if you would
please stand to be recognized.
At SCA, to describe 125 years, we talk about the “old
academy” (West Side, Manhattan) and the “new academy”
(Bronx). The “new academy” came into being because the
sisters knew, that to meet the educational needs of the time,
and for SCA to grow, a bold action was required. Their
world was a changing world, and their bold action was to
pick up and move.
Our world is a changing world too. Tonight you may
have had a chance to meet and speak with our student
leaders. They are freshman through seniors. Many of the
seniors are still deciding their final college choice, but choices
they have including Georgetown University, University of
Notre Dame, Manhattan College, Fordham, Iona, Pace, St.
John’s, NYU, Brandeis, Hofstra, and the full array of our
City and State Universities. The freshman, sophomores, and
juniors are preparing for that moment of choice. SCA must
prepare them well. We must do two things: prepare them
academically to be college ready, and prepare them to be
ready to lead and serve in our world.
These are the very same qualities that we see in our
Women of Distinction Honorees.
The commitment to prepare these students well led to the
bold move of our Board of Trustee and the Sisters of Mercy
to embark on our first ever capital campaign. Our goal is $2.5
million dollars. The campaign will enhance our academic
strength and our amenities and infrastructure. Simply put,
we have three goals:
• Leading edge technology
• Handicapped accessible including an elevator
• Enhanced security by creating a new entryway.
Tonight I ask, “What will be the secret of SCA turning
150 years old in 2039? It may lie in a vision of how to
accomplish our goals: not from ourselves alone; not for
ourselves alone; not by ourselves alone.
These words continue to ring true at this 125th
anniversary milestone event. Rooted in the psyche of the
Sisters of Mercy is the belief that if we are about God’ work,
God will give us the means to do it. I do hope that some of
you present tonight will join us in completing this first phase
of our capital campaign very soon. v

SCA
Celebrating

125
Years

Woman of Distinction

Gala Dinner
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Top Row (Left to right ) :
• Class of 1972 with Sr. Helen Scannell, RSM.

❛❛

•M
 ary McGlade d’Ablemont ’50, SCA President Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62,
Board Chair Kathleen McCarrick Weiden, Ph.D. ’75 and Valerie
Irick Rainford ’82.

Pamela Udoye

• L inda Livornese Wilkie ’69, Valerie Irick Rainford ’82 and Jane Sullivan
Roberts Esq. ’72.

Class of 2015,
Student Body President

Last night's Gala was a very beautiful event that
gave me the opportunity to see the impact women
who have graduated from SCA have had on the
world. It was an eye opening opportunity as to
what my possibilities are for the future and how
unlimited my potential is. The women honored
provided an example of what I want to aspire to
be in life. I also loved seeing how involved many
alumni are with SCA because it reminded me that
just because I am graduating, doesn't mean that
my time at SCA will have ended or be forgotten.
Pam will attend the University of Notre Dame in September.
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❜❜

Bottom Row (Left to right ) :
• S CA Principal Sr. Ann M. Welch with honoree Sarita Arteaga, DMD,
MAGD ’82.
•G
 erry Houlihan, Kathrene Houlihan and Brother Thomas J. Scanlan,
FSC, Ph.D., Board member.
• S r. Ann M. Welch, RSM, presents the Woman of Distinction award to
Mary McGlade d’Ablemont ’50.
Opposite page (Left to right ) :
• Wanda Borges, Esq. ‘68.
• Rosemarie Birri D’Alessandro ‘57.
• Sr. Ann Veronica Bivona, RSM delivers Invocation.
• S r. Camille D’Arienzo, RSM Mistress of Ceremonies.
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Woman of Distinction

Gala Dinner

❛❛

Monsey Rodriguez
Class of 2017

Attending the SCA Gala made me realize how
many supporters come together to initiate
change. Seeing the school extension project
made me realize that the future of St. Catharine's is only getting brighter. All the women
honored last night honestly inspired me. Women's education has come a long way and anything can be accomplished. Seeing some of the
SCA alumni being rewarded for their hard work
and dedication has made me want more success. Hopefully, one day I could be walking up
on that stage to receive an award, but I know it
won't be easy. It won't be easy but it's definitely
achievable….Attending was truly an honor and
has made me really proud to be a Catharinite.

❜❜
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Yei Mansuo
Class of 2016

The Gala was an amazing event. The energy around
the room made everyone feel so welcomed and
loved. Everyone that showed up inspired me to do
more in my life and hopefully become like them
in the near future.… I met wonderful people who
told me just how proud of me they were for all
that I do in Saint Catharine Academy. It made
me remember how much this school is not just a
place for learning but a place to call home. Everyone who attends this school is part of a big family
and hopefully one day when I graduate and years
later I will attend this event as a honoree to an
amazing school.

❜❜

Pictures of the three phase capital expansion plan.

Woman of Distinction

Gala Dinner
Top to Bottom :

• The class of 1962 with honoree Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62.
•H
 onorees from the class of 2001 Gia Lowe (left) and
Charisse Higgins.
•O
 ur student ambassadors for the evening with Tracy Keelin,
Assistant Principal of Student Services.
• Top row: Eileen Daly Chusid, Ph.D. ’58, Linda Livornese Wilkie
’69, Valerie Irick Rainford ’82, Jane Sullivan Roberts, Esq. ’72,
and Sr. Camille D’Arienzo, RSM.
Bottom row: Patricia Ridge Wilkinson, Ed.D. ’57, Rosemarie
Birri D’Alessandro ’57 and Sr. Helen Scannell, RSM.
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CLASS
N
OT E S
NOTES
1942 Alice McDonald Wester and

husband, Richard, recently celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary, and feel blessed
to have had such a long and happy marriage.
The Westers’ live in Denver, Colorado.

1962 Mary Coletti On June 23, 2015,
the 53rd anniversary of their graduation
from SCA, 15 members of the Class of 1962
took a class trip that included a tour of a
NYC landmark: The Apollo Theater in
Harlem. The highlight of the tour was when
the 15 women performed on the stage of the
Theater, treading the same boards as many,
many entertainment icons! How many
of you can make that claim?? Fun at The
Apollo was followed by lunch at Sylvia's,
a popular NYC destination restaurant.
This was the first class trip without chaperones and everyone was well-behaved. The
women did St. Catharine Academy proud,
just as their alma mater continually does for
them!

are special and fill our days.” When not
travelling, the Heins reside in Virginia.

1964 Virginia Otis of Darien, CT
writes, “Finally retired and loving it.”
1969 Johanna Vignali Bambridge
recently visited New York in April and
attended the Woman of Distinction gala
dinner held on April 23, 2015. Johanna lives
in Paris, France and is the Head of School
of Marymount, Paris.
Although J. Theresa Poidomani
Grimaldi retired from teaching at SCA
in 2012, she can’t stay away from her
alma mater. She still enjoys teaching an
Advanced Placement Spanish Literature
class at the Academy. Theresa also loves
spending time with her three grandchildren – Eddie, age 13, Natalia, age 9 and
Evangelina, age 2.

1990 Andrea Hamacsek Lazlo has

recently made the move from Hartsdale,
NY to Raleigh, NC, and can’t wait to begin
this new adventure in her life.

2009 Linda Nguyen was recently

(left to right) 1962 alumnae Allana Maikish Nappi,
Mary Coletti, Jane Genovese Gelsi and Frances Ugliarolo Sassano with Billy Mitchell of the Apollo.

Coletta Doughty Hein recently shared her
2014 travel experiences with us. She and
husband Al travelled to North Carolina
and Michigan to visit their children and
grandchildren. They also travelled to Canada, driving cross country from Vancouver
to the Rockies, Lake Louise, Banff, Jasper
and Victoria.
They enjoyed
spending time
with their family and Coletta
writes, “Yes, my
grandchildren
Coletta Doughty
Hein and husband,
Al, enjoying their
travels.

promoted to associate producer at CBS.
Linda was part of the Communication Arts
program at SCA, and her teacher and moderator, Ms. Riolo is very proud of her. Linda
resides in Bronx, NY.

2010 Lauren Paylor graduated from
Catholic University with her degree in Biology and an Associate Degree in Nursing.
2013 Chinwe Abaraoha is a biology

major at SUNY Albany in the pre-med
track; Cassie Dulac is an education major
at Iona. Kiana Manon studies marketing
at Fordham University Gabelli School of
Business; Selena Merino studies nursing at
Lehman College; and Nhi Nguyen majors
in human biology at SUNY Albany.

2014 Maria Healy studies speech pathology at Lehman College; Gina Lall is a
Criminal Justice major at St. John’s University; Joanna Abaroaha studies at CUNY
Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education, pre-med; and Jamie Abudu-Solo is a
biology major at Stony Brook University.

p
IN MEMORIAM
Maureen Cunningham ‘65
September 20, 2014
Sister of Rosemary Cunningham ‘62
Maureen Dowd Kelly ‘62
November 4, 2014
Rosemarie Maher ‘57
December 8, 2014
Virginia Dolan Hayes ‘49
February 3, 2015
Sister of Rita Dolan McCaffrey ‘45
Marie Mazzella Struble ‘66
March 20, 2015
Nancy Ramundo Chiariello ‘65
May 9, 2015
Louise Verde ‘67
May 24, 2015
Elizabeth Coletti
January 15, 2015
Mother of Mary Coletti ‘62
Joseph McMorrow
May 16, 2015
Brother of Ann McMorrow Cronin ‘55
and
Elizabeth McMorrow O’Dare ‘43

p

Please remember
St. Catharine Academy
in your will.
Our legal title is
St. Catharine Academy,
2250 Williamsbridge Road,
Bronx, New York 10469
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Join us

Closing Liturgy
for the

on Sunday, September 13, 2015, 2 P.M.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral
5th Avenue and 51st Street
New York, NY

Continental Breakfast
St. Catharine Academy Auditorium
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Bus Service Available - $30.00 per person
(Advance registration is required for bus transportation)
For more information, contact cbostley@scahs.org

Address Service Requested
www.facebook.com/pages/St-Catharine-Academy-School-Page

Like us on Facebook.

www.scahs.org
2250 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10469-4891
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