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PROPOSITION W
On November 4, 2008 voters of the Lemon Grove School District (District) approved ballot
Proposition W (Prop W), authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds in the amount
of $28,000,000.

BOND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
In accordance with state law, the Lemon Grove School Board shall establish an Independent
Citizens’ Oversight Committee (ICOC) pursuant to Education Code section 15278. Prop W
further specifies that the function of the ICOC is to ensure that bond proceeds are expended
only on the school facilities projects listed in Prop W.
The District’s ICOC Bylaws, Section 3, states that the Committee is to inform the public at
least three times per year concerning the expenditure of bond proceeds: 3.1 (a) ensure that
bond revenues are expended only for the purposes described in Article 13A, Section a(b)(3)
of the California Constitution including the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation, or
replacement of school facilities, including the furnishing and equipping of school facilities, or
the acquisition or lease of real property for schools; and (b) ensure that, as prohibited by
Article 13A, Section a(b)(3)(A) of the California Constitution, no funds are used for any
teacher and administrative salaries or other school operating expenses.
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PURPOSE OF THE BONDS
The specific purpose of the bonds is set forth in Appendix A of the Prop W ballot measure.
Appendix A lists the District schools and specifies the items to include the following list, they
are presented to provide an example and are not intended to limit the generality of the
broader description of authorized projects.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repair and/or replace old and deteriorating plumbing and sewer systems
Construct science/technology labs
Modernize relocatable classrooms
Install new heating and air conditioning systems in District facilities, including
auditoriums and multi-purpose rooms
Upgrade and expand health and fitness facilities at Lemon Grove and Palm Middle
Schools, including new fitness centers and locker rooms
Make maintenance and infrastructure improvements throughout the District
Make handicap accessibility (ADA) upgrades and improvements throughout the
District, including restrooms, classrooms, and playgrounds
Convert Lemon Grove Middle School into a magnet school specializing in programs
such as science, technology, engineering, and math
Construct a joint-use library/media center for school and community use
Reconfigure existing school sites to accommodate new programs
Install shade structures at the elementary and middle school campuses
Upgrade playground equipment at elementary schools
Enhance safety and security at the elementary and middle school campuses
Acquire the following property which has been leased by the District:
(a)
improvements made to modernize Vista La Mesa Elementary School from the
proceeds of 1996 Certificates of Participation; and (b) solar energy projects which
were previously acquired, constructed, and installed at Palm Middle School, Mount
Vernon Elementary School, and San Miguel Elementary School
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PROJECT UPDATE THROUGH APRIL 2015

Multi-Purpose and Central Kitchen Building Renovations: There were major renovations to
the outdated central kitchen and storage areas. New industrial walk-in refrigerators and
freezers were installed. New high tech industrial ovens and industrial mixers were purchased
for assisting in the preparation of the number of meals prepared daily. Also, a new area for
the preparation of the number of meals prepared daily was added. New industrial sinks were
installed as part of the renovation.
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Lemon Grove Academy (Elementary),
Vista La Mesa Academy, San Miguel
Elementary, San Altos Elementary,
Mount Vernon Dual Immersion, and
Monterey Height Elementary Wireless
Network: The wireless network project
was finalized at these campuses. All of
the schools are now in full operation, as
of February 23, 2015. The District is
using a microwave connection to the San
Diego County Office of Education. The
speed of the network has increased by
(10) times with the new set-up. There
was an upgrade from the District Office
to all school sites. Because of the
upgrade, our system can now handle more than 10,000 devices with no issues.

Mount Vernon Dual Immersion:
Placement of portable classrooms and
restroom buildings to support this dual
immersion campus and expansion
towards middle school grade levels.

Lemon Grove Academy (Elementary) and
Monterey Heights Elementary: These two
campuses received promethean board
installations. The boards will assist teachers
and the students in the classrooms, thus
enhancing instructional standards.
Vista La Mesa Academy: There were ADA upgrades to the asphalt (removal and repairs) for
the safety of the students, teachers, and parents.
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Lemon Grove Academy (Middle): Skateboard
racks were also installed for the many students
that ride their skateboards to/from school.
Installation of P.E. locker number plates and
rivets.

Lemon Grove Academy (Elementary) and Vista
La Mesa Academy: New playground equipment
installed over the summer due to old dilapidated
and outdated equipment. There was electrical
line work, from the playground structure, to the
portable classrooms. The area around the
playground received asphalt improvements for
the safety of the students.
District Wide: Shade canopies were installed at
various schools. The new shade canopies will
allow for the students to be outside and remain
out of the elements of the weather.

Telephone System Upgrade District Wide: The District’s telephone system upgrade has
been completed to ensure the safety and security of students and staff.
5

Proposition W Bond Oversight Committee Report – May 12, 2015

CONCLUSION
Based on the ICOC’s review of the annual audit on March 4, 2015, the ICOC finds that the
District is in compliance with the legal requirements under Education Code 15278 and Article
13A, Section 1(b)(3) of the California Constitution, namely, that the District has only
expended Prop W funds in accordance with Article 13A, Section 1(b)(3) and not for any other
purpose, including teacher and administrator salaries (unrelated to Proposition W) and other
school operating expenses, and had conducted an annual fiscal and performance audit on
the Prop W bond proceeds.

For this and other information, please visit our website at:
http://www.lgsd.k12.ca.us/Page/405
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