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District
S
potlight
Coach Gary Watkins

On January 2, 2018, Franklin High School’s Lady the regional quarterfinals, and the area playoffs.
Lion Basketball coach, Gary Watkins, marked his Congratulations to Coach Watkins and his Lady
500th career win coaching girls basketball. He will Lions.

be recognized for this achievement at the 2018
UIL Girls Basketball State Tournament in San
Antonio. Vice-principal Ken Reinhardt presented
Coach Watkins with a plaque to commemorate the
milestone at home on the night of his 500th win. The
Lady Lions have been coached by Watkins since
2014 and have a 123-14 record under his guidance.
Prior to coming to Franklin, Coach Watkins was the
head mentor holding win-loss records at Wortham
(94-23), Normangee (99-27) and Crockett (18943). The Lady Lions have advanced to postseason
play each year since Watkins’ arrival in Franklin,
with appearances in the regional tournament,

Former basketball players Jessica Lopez and Reagan
Blajeski posed with Coach Watkins after his victory.

2017/2018 Lady Lions Basketball Team
Coaches: Gary Watkins, Sharon Watkins and Jodi O’Rand

The Lion’s Roar is published out of the FISD Technology Department, P.O. Box 909, Franklin, Texas 77856.
For information pertaining to this section, contact Joe Squiers or Arlisa Hrncir (979) 828-7100.

FHS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
23rd - 24th - Softball Tournament
@ Caldwell
23rd - Tennis @ Granger
7:30a.m.
27th - Softball @Franklin, 7:00p.m.
28th - Spring Pictures
28th-March 1 - UIL Band Concert &
Sight Reading @ Groesbeck

MARCH
1st - Track @ Centerville, 3:00p.m.
2nd-3rd - Regional Team Tennis
@Franklin, 8:00a.m.
Softball Tournament @ Franklin Ranch
Baseball @ Lago Vista Tournament
6th - Softball @ Rogers, 7:00p.m.
Baseball @ Rogers, 7:30p.m.
7th - Track @ Bremond, 3:00p.m.
8th - 9th - Baseball @ Franklin Ranch
9th - Softball @ Lexington, 7:00p.m.
High School Twirling Auditions, 1:45p.m.
9th - 10th - State Team Tennis
@ Round Rock, 8:00a.m.
12th-16th - Spring Break
13th - Softball @ Cameron, 2:00p.m.
Baseball @ Franklin, 7:30p.m.
16th - Baseball @ Rockdale, 7:30p.m.
20th - Softball @ Rockdale, 2:00p.m.
Baseball @ Franklin, 7:30p.m.
22nd - Track @ Leon, 3:00p.m.
23rd - Tennis @ Taylor, 7:30a.m.
Softball @ Franklin, 5:00p.m.
Baseball @ Franklin, 7:30p.m.

Principal’s
Point-of-View
Russell White

The tragedy in Florida reminds us all of
the importance of safety and security in
schools. FISD administration wants to
assure our community that the schools
throughout our district have emergency
plans that have been created and
reviewed with the help of local law
enforcement. Our staff have been
trained on the specifics of this plan, and
we conduct periodic drills to ensure that
everyone knows their role during a crisis.
Our district’s schools also have specific
protocols for entry to our buildings, and
we appreciate the understanding of our
parents as we enforce these protocols
for the safety of our children. Please
encourage your student to come forward
to FISD administration or a district
employee if they see or hear anything
they find suspicious related to school
violence. The safety of our students
remains our highest priority.

Mrs. Dudley’s classes are busy creating ceramic bowls for
the Brazos Valley Food Bank’s Empty Bowls Jr. project.
The project, which allows participants to purchase
handcrafted bowls made by high school students, raises
money for local food pantries. This year’s event will be
held Saturday, March third, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at
Allen Honda, 2450 Earl Rudder Freeway South in College
Station. Last year, Mrs. Dudley’s students presented
the Franklin Food Pantry with a check for over $1100.00.
Please make plans to attend and join our students in their
support of the Franklin Food Pantry!

FHS Seniors participating in Building
Toward Our Future Scholarship
Night are happy to announce that
the Masons are now taking orders
for the pre-sale of their barbeque
briskets, sausage, and ribs until
March 8th. All proceeds from the
barbeque fundraiser support senior
scholarships raised through the
Building Toward Our Future event.
Call a Mason today to support this
worthy cause!

pus News
Counselor’s
Corner

Get to know
your Teachers!
Katie Lankford

What made you want to start teaching?
Family tradition and Mrs. King (my senior English teacher).

Carrie Shields
courses taught:
U.S. History & World History

What are three key words to describe yourself?
Loud, Caring, Passionate
What is your biggest pet peeve?
Laziness
What do you do in your free time?
Chase around my kiddos, spend time with family and friends,
attempt to workout.
What is your biggest fear?
Not making an impact in kids’ lives.
Where did you go to college?
Stephen F. Austin University
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go?
Hawaii
What is your middle name?
Jo
What is your favorite movie?
Steel Magnolias

The Texas A&M College of Architecture is
hosting Camp ARCH, a resident summer
camp designed for students who have
completed 9th grade or higher who are
interested in Architecture, Construction
Science,
Landscape
Architecture,
Urban Planning, or Visualization (video
game design, 3D animation, visual
computer programming). The camp
will be held July 8-14 on the campus of
Texas A&M University. The application
deadline is April 1; however, the number
of participants is limited to only 75
students. Cost for camp is $1200, and
scholarships are available for students
needing financial assistance. For more
information, please call (979) 458-0478
or visit www.camp.arch.tamu.edu

2018 Macho Man
Macho Man participants (l to r): Steven Montelongo, CJ Smith,
Seth Spiller, Macho Man Tyler Bates, Shawn Gustavus, Cameron
Grigg, Lucas Rizzo.

2018 UIL Debate Team (l to r): Nicole Woods, Gordon
Wilson, Kolby Woods, Ashton Ferguson, Brittany
Perkins, Kaleb O’Quinn.

FMS Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

Principal’s
Point-of-View
Susan Nelson

FEBRUARY

We live in a day when stress exiss
in every area of life. This isn’t a
23rd - MS Track
problem for adults alone. Students
@ Anderson
feel pressure from all sides. But
NJHS Induction-8:00a.m. how can middle school students
@ MS multi-purpose handle the stress of school more
room
effectively?

Sixth graders show off their satellite
designs.

26th - 8th grade parent First, they can make a study
meeting 6:00p.m. @ HS schedule and stick to it. Writing

MARCH
2nd - Centerville Track
Meet
5th - 6th & 7th Math
Benchmarks
Bremond Track Meet
6th - 5th & 8th Science
Benchmarks; 6th & 7th
Reading Benchmarks
7th - 8th Social Studies
Benchmark

down assignments is incredibly
helpful. Second, students can
find something interesting in what
they are learning. A lack of interest
only makes the task more difficult.
Another very important tool for
stress relief is finding down time.
Short breaks at regular intervals
are a great reward and help relieve
some of the feeling of pressure.
Refrain from constantly talking
about the stress. Going over the
stress in your mind time and time
again can intensify feelings of
frustration.

Remind your student that it is OK
9th - End of 3rd 9 weeks to ask for help. No one has the
answer to every question. Tell
Early Dismissal
them not to wait until test time for
12th-16th - Spring Break further explanations of the topics
they are struggling with.

Sixth graders vote for their favorite
satellite design.
Kaylin
Ortner
and Collin
Smitherman
glide across
the dance
floor.
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Jeri Reagan

In today’s world, our children are
connected to technology everywhere.
They are exposed to media with
televisions, video games, computers, cell
phones, tablets, watches, etc. We all can
enjoy the many benefits and education
that technology can provide us and our
families, but we also need to be aware
of the many dangers they present to our
children.

FMS students enjoyed the Valentine’s dance sponsored by StuCo.

It is important for us to remember that a
student’s brain is not fully developed and
things that they are exposed to can impact
their own feelings, ideas and behaviors.
Without some guidance, repeated
exposure can cause more aggression
and decreased empathy. Below are some
quick tips for setting media guidelines at
home.
1. Limit screen time to 1-2 hours a day.
2. Have modeled screen-free time.
3. Preview media that your student is
interested in.
4. Co-view media with your student and
discuss the content.
5. Closely monitor your student’s social
media usage. (Remember these sites
are typically for ages 13 & up.)
6. Stick to rating recommendations.

Friends Evelyn Huggins, Caitlyn Martin and Katlyn Phillips pose for a
Valentine momento.

As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, you can contact me at jreagan@
franklinisd.net or (979) 828-7200.

RRE Cam
UPCOMING EVENTS

FEBRUARY
26th - 4th grade field trip to Inner
Space Cavern

MARCH
5th - 3rd and 4th grade Math
Benchmark
6th - 3rd and 4th grade Reading
Benchmark
8th - Spring and Group Pictures
12th-16th - Spring Break
19th - PreK Graduation Pictures

Principal’s
Point-of-View

Christie Smitherman

. I am extremely proud of our students and
their caring hearts. Students have been
busy collecting funds for wonderful causes.
The third grade students made bracelets
in memory of their friend and classmate,
Cooper Williams. They raised $1,389.00
to be donated toward the Cooper Williams
Scholarship Fund.
Students have also been working on Jump
Rope for Heart the past two weeks and
raised $10,907.25 so far. The money raised
will be donated to the American Heart
Association. Students have been learning
how to eat healthy and exercise to have a
healthy heart.
We would like to thank our parents and
community for supporting the students and
these great causes.

Presenting to Cooper
Williams’ family accepts
$1,389 from the sale of
remembrance bracelets made
by his classmates. Bracelets
may still be purchased in
the in the RRE school office.
#supercooper

22nd - 2nd grade Field Trip
to MSC Opas

APRIL
10th - 4th grade Writing STAAR
14th - Walk for Autism
18th-21st - Little Dribblers
Tournament
26th - PreK Field Trip to the
Cameron Park Zoo

Mrs. Brewer’s kindergarten class
celebrates the 100th day of school by
stacking 100 cups.
Teamwork!
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Kimberly Hudson
The spring semester is busy! We
will be having many field trips and
fun activities for our students. It
is also the time for state testing.
Our 3rd and 4th graders are the
only students who have state
testing at the elementary school.
Here are some important dates:
A’kira, Cooper, Beatrice, and Brittney happily show off their animal habitats
they made in their 2nd grade science class.

1st graders Landon, Wasey, Hunter, Anthony, and Gabriel take time to pose
for a picture.

March 5- 3rd and 4th Benchmark
(practice) for Math
March 6- 3rd and 4th Benchmark
(practice) for Reading
March 12 - 16- Spring Break
March 23- Holiday
March 30- Holiday for students
April 10- 4th STAAR Writing
April 20- Holiday for students
May 14- 3rd and 4th STAAR
Math
May 15- 3rd and 4th STAAR
Reading
May 28- Holiday
May 29- Field Day
May 30- Elementary Awards
May 31- PK graduation
Kimberley Hudson
khudson@franklinsid.net
979-828-7300
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