to gaze upon it, is a fool who does not appreciate what he
has. He should be proud of his purchase and seek every
opportunity to share its beauty with others.
Betzalel, the master architect of the Mishkan,
was blessed with extraordinary talents, with which he was
able to build the resting place for the Shechinah. The Torah
implies that he possessed another exceptional skill: the
ability to teach, to train, to inspire and infuse others with
the skills necessary for the construction of the Mishkan.
He understood that being blessed with a unique talent,
but keeping it to himself, would constitute a gross
dereliction of his mission. It would also indicate that he did
not value his G-d-given gift. To be blessed and hoard the
blessing solely for oneself indicates that he neither values
nor appreciates his gift.
It was at a Torah Umesorah convention that a
well-meaning lay leader presented Rav Pam with a query.
The significance of training talmidei chachamim, Torah
scholars, to become Torah educators notwithstanding,
would it not be more beneficial and more productive to
have these talented young men enter the world of
commerce or other profession so that they (hopefully) do
well and achieve the financial success necessary to
support their own families and become learned, machzikei
Torah, supporters of Torah study? [The yeshivos rely on
the support of people. The need is great, and individuals
with the sensitivity for Torah which comes from learning
and grasping the value of Torah are not necessarily that
abundant.] Would it not be a better service to the
community to prepare baalei batim bnei Torah? [Since not
everyone is appropriate for chinuch, why not prepare
them for another vocation – following their stay in Kollel?]
Rav Pam replied that it would be an unforgivable
waste of talent, quite akin to Betzalel ignoring his
extraordinary talents and entering another field of
endeavor. [Not one to look askance at lay leaders, the
questioner, by his very question, indicated that he was
clueless concerning the inestimable value of Torah, and
the extraordinary talents and character required of a
master rebbe. It is people such as this distinguished leader
who impose their distorted outlook on the world of Torah
chinuch. They are not machshiv, do not value/appreciate,
the world of a rebbe, because they do not consider chinuch
a worthy profession. Obviously, their understanding of
Torah is either limited or stunted. Would they let a secondrate physician treat their precious child? Certainly not.
Why should their spiritual education be any different?]
Who would have built the Mishkan? Hashem
granted Betzalel his unique talents for a purpose. Likewise,
a ben Torah who has spent years immersed in the sea of
Torah, growth in middos, character refinement, and fear
of Heaven has the ability to transmit his Torah knowledge
to the next generation. Why would we want or settle for
anything less than a superstar?
Betzalel’s power was his personal brilliance and
unique ability to transmit his knowledge and skill to

others, so that they, too, could one day be like him and
demonstrate that they valued chochmah, Torah wisdom.

Va’ani Tefillah
 – ולירושלים עירך ברחמים תשובV’l’Yerushalayim
Ircha b’rachamim tashuv. And to Yerushalayim, Your
city, return in compassion.
In Sefer Tehillim (122:3), David Hamelech praises
the Holy City: Yerushalayim ha’benuyah k’ir shechubrah
lah yachdav: “The built-up Yerushalayim is like a city that
is united together.” Indeed, Yerushalayim was a unifying
force in the sense that three times each year, pilgrims
from all over the Land came to Yerushalayim to celebrate
the chagim, festivals. Groups and individuals who
throughout the year had been separated geographically by
distance, and socially by tribal culture and stations within
the pedigree of Kohen, Levi and Yisrael, all converged and
became one Am Yisrael. The city was mechaber (chubrah)
joined and integrated them as family, as comrades, as
Jews – all parts of the larger conglomerate of Klal Yisrael.
A noted secular author once asserted “that
nowhere does one feel as lonely and lost as in the
metropolitan crowd.” Although the people are under the
single banner of their common city, they remain alone and
separated from one another. Not so Yerushalayim, where
every Jew experiences a personal relationship with
Hashem. Their individuality is realized only with regard to
their personal encounters with G-d. Otherwise, they all
comprise a comprehensive family, together, indivisible, as
one.
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Parashas Vayakhel

תשע"ט

'וביום השביעי יהיה לכם קדש שבת שבתון לד
But the seventh day shall be holy for you, a day of
complete rest for Hashem. (35:2)
The Zohar HaKadosh (Parashas Korach) writes:
“The Shechinah, Divine Presence, did not move away from
Klal Yisrael on Shabbos and Yamim Tovim – even on
Shabbosos of chol, weekday.” Obviously, the term
Shabbosos d’chol, weekday Shabbos, or Shabbos weekday
is fraught with ambiguity. Shabbos and chol are
incongruous to one another. How do they weave together
to create a Shabbos of weekday? Each in his own
inimitable manner, the commentators address this Zohar.
In U’Masuk Haor, Horav Shlomo Levenstein, Shlita, cites a
number of expositions. I have selected a few that offer
food for thought.
The Pri Megadim (Kuntros Mattan Secharan shel
Mitzvos) posits that Chazal are addressing Tosfos Shabbos,
the supplemental minutes that we add either preceding or
at the end of Shabbos. Hashem considers this Shabbos a
supplementary sanctification of chol, weekday, and He
graces it with His Divine Presence.
Likutei Tzvi cites the divergent attitudes of Bais
Shammai and Bais Hillel concerning their preparations for
Shabbos. The Talmud (Beitzah 16a) says that the
proponents of Bais Hillel waited until Erev Shabbos, relying
on Hashem to provide them with the finest and best foods
l’kavod, in honor of, Shabbos. The proponents of Bais
Shammai, however, spent the entire week preparing for
Shabbos. Whenever they came upon a delectable food,
they would purchase it and set it aside for Shabbos. If, later
on during the week, they chanced upon something better,
they would sell the first item and purchase the second.
Thus, their entire week was infused with a Shabbos-like
atmosphere. This epitomizes preparation for a mitzvah in
a manner such that the hachanah becomes part of the
mitzvah.
Furthermore, explains Likutei Tzvi, one who lives
in such abject poverty that he does not have the funds
necessary to purchase tzarchei Shabbos, his Shabbos
needs, and has no incoming money with which to repay a
loan – he should do without the Shabbos foods and not
borrow money which he is unable to pay back. (This should
be true for all other borrowing purposes.) Such a person,
who is spending his Shabbos without the positive
accouterments to enhance the sacred day, might think
that the Shechinah does not repose over his Shabbos
celebration; he is wrong. It may be a Shabbos shel chol, a

פרשת ויקהל

Shabbos that appears like a weekday, but, in Hashem’s eyes,
it is not so.
Last, Likutei Tzvi suggests that the Zohar is
addressing those Jews who are coerced not to observe
Shabbos to its fullest. For example, soldiers in the Czar’s
army were forced to profane Shabbos kodesh, kashrus and
other Jewish precepts. The Chafetz Chaim, zl, said that if
they absolutely must consume non-kosher food (such as
meat), they should not suck the bones. In other words, eat
only what is necessary for survival. Likewise, on Shabbos,
when one is required to do something as a soldier, he has no
alternative but to do it. This does not, however, constitute
a dispensation to disregard the holy Shabbos. Thus, smoking
and anything that is not vital to living (as a soldier) is still
prohibited. This, too, is a form of Shabbos shel chol.
Nachalas Tzvi quotes the Zohar Hakadosh that
likens talmidei chachamim, Torah scholars, to Shabbos, in
that their demeanors during the week are similar to the
manner in which they act on Shabbos. They live their lives
with a greater element of kedushah, sanctity. Thus, they
model Shabbos shel chol.
Rav Levenstein cites the Tzlach in his drashos (37)
who explains the well-known Chazal that teach us that when
Klal Yisrael properly observes two Shabbosos, we will be
redeemed by Moshiach Tziddkeinu. The accepted
interpretation is that Chazal refer to two Shabbosos. The
Tzlach suggests that the first Shabbos is Shabbos Bereishis,
the seventh day of the week, which we are enjoined to
observe. The second Shabbos (as explained earlier) refers to
the respect we must accord to the talmid chacham, who is
likened to Shabbos. Thus, an individual who disrespects a
talmid chacham – even if he simply speaks to him in the
same manner in which one speaks to a common person -- is
considered an apikores, heretic. It is as if he apostatized
himself and worshipped an idol. One who is mechallel
Shabbos, knowingly profanes Shabbos, is considered a kofer,
one who denies Hashem. A talmid chacham is parallel to
Shabbos. I believe the reader can “do the math.” No more
need be said.
Perhaps we might suggest an innovative approach
to Shabbos shel chol, along the lines of the Likutei Tzvi.
Shabbos shel chol refers to the baal teshuvah, the penitent,
who is slowly making his way back, returning to a life of faith.
He is required to take baby steps. It is difficult for one who
has lived without the sanctity of Shabbos as a vital part of his
life to pick himself up and suddenly commence a life of
Shabbos observance. Likewise, one who was there and -- for
one reason or another (we do not and should not judge) -left the fold, returns slowly. It does not happen overnight;

generally, an extraordinary inspirational experience
another, much easier, question. I could not answer the
arouses the individual and catalyzes his return.
second question either. One more time, Rav Shteinman
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a while, committed the ultimate defection and became
except me.
engaged to a gentile girl. At that point, the young man was
As the children filed out respectfully from Rav
living with his cousin, who became quite upset with this
Shteinman’s study, he asked me to remain behind. He told
turn of events. While often a disaffected young man or
me, ‘In the Torah and in Judaism, we receive rewards
woman turns off and deviates from an observant lifestyle,
commensurate with the effort that we expend – not
marrying out of the faith is a rejection of Hashem that
according to the results. All of your classmates tried to
estranges one from Jews and Judaism. Although the cousin
answer one question; therefore, they each received one
could not convince him to change his mind, he did prevail
toffee. However, you, my dear son, tried to answer three
upon him to go with his fiancé to tell his parents of their
questions.’ With a smile on his face, the great Rav
upcoming nuptial plans.
Shteinman handed me three toffees.”
The young man agreed and invited himself to his
An elderly gadol’s sensitivity to each child, his
parents’ home on the condition that he would not be
awareness of what failure can do to a child, not only
“forced” to be observant during Shabbos. Indeed, they
heartened a young boy, but inspired him to return to
spent Friday night smoking on the porch, and he devoted
Yiddishkeit years later in life.
Shabbos morning to his cell phone. Clearly, this young man
had a major issue with religion and with himself. Yet, when
לא תבערו אש בכל משבתוכם ביום השבת
his father invited him to go to a class given by Horav
You shall not kindle fire in any of your dwellings on the
Aharon Leib Shteinman, zl, he surprisingly agreed. When
Shabbos day. (35:3)
the class was over, the participants lined up to bid the
Torah giant a Gutt Shabbos. Father and son waited
The Torah can be understood only through the
patiently to greet the Rav and receive his blessing.
interpretive eyes of the Oral Law. This prohibition is a
When Rav Shteinman said “Gutt Shabbos” to
classic example of this verity. Chazal teach that only the
them, the father told him that, alas, his son no longer
creation of fire and use of it for cooking or baking are
observed Shabbos. “For how long have you not been
prohibited. There is, however, no prohibition against
observing Shabbos?” Rav Shteinman asked.
enjoying its benefits, such as light and heat. The Tzedukim,
“For two years,” he answered.
Saducees, forbade all use of fire. Thus, Shabbos was a day
“And during that time, did you ever regret the
during which they sat in the dark and consumed cold food.
fact that you were profaning Shabbos?” Rav Shteinman
(How fitting that one who does not allow the Torah (as
asked.
given on Har Sinai – both written and oral) to illuminate
“Yes,” the young man replied. “About four
his life sits in “darkness” the entire Shabbos.) Chazal
times.”
(Talmud Yevamos 6b) derive from this pasuk that bais din,
“And for how long, each time, did you regret not
Jewish court, shall not administer the death sentence on
observing Shabbos?” Rav Shteinman asked.
Shabbos. While its focus is primarily on one who has been
“For approximately ten minutes,” was this young
sentenced to death by burning, it applies equally to all
man’s response. “So,” Rav Shteinman concluded, “for
forms of execution.
forty minutes, during the past two years you were a true
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the shoresh,
baal teshuvah. Chazal teach that where baalei teshuvah
root, of the mitzvah, is that Hashem sought to honor the
stand, even righteous people are unable to stand. It is for
day of Shabbos, so that everyone – even sinners and guilty
that reason that I envy you. Gutt Shabbos.”
people– find rest on this hallowed day. It is relevant to a
Rav Shteinman’s poignant words pierced
parable about a great king who invited the people of his
through the spiritual dross that had heretofore prevented
country to a lavish feast, such that no man be prevented
words of reason from penetrating this young man’s heart
from attending. Whoever was to receive the king’s justice
until this point. It took some time, but he broke his
would receive it the following day (after the feast). So, too,
engagement and slowly transitioned back into the frum
did Hashem want to honor His Shabbos by commanding us
world as a fully-observant Jew.
to sanctify and honor it for our own good and merit.
Once the dust had settled, the young man was
As an aside, it is truly regrettable that those who
asked why he had made the surprising (unlikely and
either due to choice, or lack of knowledge, do not observe
unexpected) decision to attend Rav Shteinman’s shiur,
Shabbos Kodesh are unaware of the esteem that Hashem
class. He explained that it went back to fourth grade, when
Yisborach has for it. Hashem gave us Shabbos as His special
Rav Shteinman had tested his class. The questions were
treasure, which He wanted to share with us. He gave us
not difficult; they were meant to encourage and
this day of the week, a day replete with spiritual sublimity,
embolden. Every child who gave the correct answer
as a gift, as a token of love. Yet, so many reject this gift,
received a toffee candy from Rav Shteinman.
“Thanks – but no thanks.” As the Sefer HaChinuch writes,
“Everybody knew the answer to his question –
“It is the feast prepared by the King, Who invites all of His
but me,” he said. I was not much of a learner and, as a
subjects to attend.” Imagine telling the King, “Not
result, I did not know very much. When Rav Shteinman
interested.” This is what we do when we denigrate the
saw that I could not answer the question, he asked me
mitzvah of Shabbos.

A story which has made the rounds is worth
sharing. Kivi Bernhard is a resident of Atlanta, Georgia, the
son of a distinguished South African Rav. He authored a
book, “Leopardology: The hunt for profit in a tough global
economy.” Published in 2009, it became an instant bestseller. The book gave the businessman insights and
strategies to engage in critical business thinking – all
gleaned from the hunting habits and the techniques of the
African leopard, who is probably the most successful
predator on earth. As Kivi writes: “Not unlike the world of
commerce, in the bush-lands of Africa, if one is not hunting
to survive, one will simply survive to be hunted.”
R’ Kivi was invited to speak all over the world.
Soon he became one of the world’s top ten platform
speakers. Speaking to the Chabad of Melbourne, Australia,
he told of the many fortune 500 companies to whom he
had previously spoken. He regaled the crowd with stories
concerning how a frum, observant, Jew is able to navigate
the secular/gentile business world. One of his well-known
stories took place when the senior Vice President at
Microsoft called him and asked him (he was the senior
assistant to Bill Gates, Chairman of Microsoft) to be the
platform speaker for a Microsoft conference on February
11, which happened to be Shabbos. Kivi replied that he
could accommodate them on any other day – but Shabbos
was unacceptable.
Two days passed, and they called back. They
offered to double his fee. They also reminded him that this
was Microsoft speaking, and it was no ordinary
conference. It was their preeminent conference of the
year. R’ Kivi was immovable. The next time it was Bill Gates
who called. Being an individual of such enormous wealth,
the thought of someone declining his request was
unfathomable: “Perhaps it is more money that you are
seeking. I am prepared to pay you three times the going
rate.” “I am sorry,” R’ Kivi replied. “I do not work on the
Sabbath.” The convention was reorganized, and he spoke
on Sunday, Feb. 12. Bill Gates told his assistant that he had
never before met anyone that did not have his price.
Everyone can be bought one way or another. Kivi Bernhard
could not be bought, because Shabbos is not for sale. To
paraphrase Bill Gates, “That is what happens when you
have something money cannot buy.”
This incident continues to be an enormous
Kiddush Hashem, sanctification of Hashem’s Name. If we
think about it, this is the standard behavior for a frum Jew.
Our religious commitment cannot be bought. No truly
observant Jew can be swayed or bought to relinquish
putting on Tefillin for a day – for any amount of money.
This is the meaning of commitment. Anything less is just
not frum.

 וימלא אתו רוח אלקים בחכמה...ראו קרא ד' בשם בצלאל
 ולהורות נתן בלבו...בתבונה ובדעת
“See, Hashem has proclaimed by name Betzalel… He
filled him with G-dly spirit, with wisdom, insight and
knowledge…He gave him the ability to teach. (35:31,34)
Hashem selected the young Betzalel to become
the master architect of the Mishkan, as he was endowed
with exceptional wisdom, insight and knowledge. He had
the necessary knowledge vital to creating a dwelling place

for the Shechinah, Divine Presence. Chazal (Tanchuma
Mikeitz 69) teach that Betzalel manifested his
extraordinary qualities and talents even before his
appointment to this distinguished position. Hashem grants
wisdom to one who already possesses wisdom. Yahiv
chochma la’chakimi; “He grants wisdom to the wise”
(Daniel 2:2).
It makes sense to grant wisdom to the wise. After
all, they will know what to do with it. Chazal (Midrash)
relate that a Roman matron once asked Rabbi Yosi ben
Chalafta why Hashem gave wisdom to the wise, when it is
the one who is not wise that can use it most. He explained
that if one were to lend money, and he has a choice
between lending to a poor man or a rich man, common
sense would dictate that he give the loan to the one who
has the means to pay it back. Likewise, Hashem gives
wisdom to the individual who will not waste it, to who he
will not tarnish it, to who he will use it properly.
This would indicate that the definition of wisdom
is the ability to use the gift for the greater good, to make
the most out of it. One who either does not know how to
apply his G-d-given wisdom, or uses it inappropriately,
does not deserve it, because he does not appreciate it.
Thus, a wise person is he who appreciates wisdom, who
knows what to do with it, who will care for it.
Horav Avraham Pam, zl (quoted by Rabbi Sholom
Smith in “Messages from Rav Pam”), asks the source of the
original wisdom. He cites Shlomo Hamelech (Mishlei 4:7):
Reishis Chochmah knei Chochmah, “The beginning of
wisdom is to require wisdom.” The desire for wisdom
determines one’s “wisdom.” One must appreciate it
sufficiently, such that it is so meaningful and vital to his life
that he searches for it relentlessly. Thus, he demonstrates
that no commodity is more precious to him than wisdom.
Such a person deserves to be granted wisdom. This person
was Betzalel, who valued wisdom and knew how to utilize
this Heavenly gift. It was not simply in his mind; it was in
his heart. His heart inspired him to make the Mishkan. He
knew how to apply the wisdom for the greater good.
The Rosh Yeshivah notes that possessing a high
IQ, a superior mind, does not ensure that one is wise. If
one employs his wisdom as a means for committing
inappropriate activities, hurting others, manipulating and
taking advantage of those who require his assistance, he
is far from wise. His wisdom is all in the brain – not in his
heart.
How many students who are not blessed with
abundant natural intelligence make it to the pinnacle of
Torah erudition? Greatness in Torah is not dependent
upon kishronos, natural intellectual ability, but rather, on
one’s willingness to toil diligently in the field of Torah, to
grow slowly, day by day, until he receives the blessing
from on High. That is his second dose of wisdom. The first
dose was manifest by his appreciation of the critical
importance of Torah to his life.
Perhaps there is another manner in which to
show one’s appreciation for the value of wisdom. When
someone truly values an object, he seeks to share its
beauty with others. Imagine purchasing an exquisite piece
of jewelry, an expensive, ornate piece of silver or gold, or
a rare manuscript, etc., and keeping it under wraps. One
who takes the object and conceals it, so that no one is able

