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Rainbow Mural Vandalized
By Santino Martinez
During the first week of February,
the word “Faggot” and another vandalism
appeared scrawled on a rainbow mural
painted by Hancock’s After-School Verde
Program near the school’s green space to
recognize LGBTQ identities. Shocked at
the blatant act of homophobia, Christopher Ortega, Andre Diaz, Jada
Oliver, and Ms. Garcia, the dean, worked to clean it. Ortega found out
about it when he saw a Snapchat story. “Right away, I said ‘that’s so
messed up. Let’s go get some paint and cover it up right now.’” The
paint the school had on hand, however, was not a good match.
Ms. Baranoff, a Hancock teacher, was walking out when she
was asked by the security guard to supervise the students while they
painted over the graffiti. "I was on my way out of the building to head
home when Ms. Inez told me what happened and asked if I could supervise the students who were trying to cover up the graffiti," Baranoff
explained. "It angers me that people who engage in those sorts of behaviors never stop to think about not just the group they are targeting
with their vitriol, but also all the other people who are then affected because they have to spend their time and energy to deal with the situation."
Ms. Baranoff continued to talk about her frustration with the vandalism: “Acts like this have a ripple effect; nothing happens in isolation." Currently, the LGBTQ mural has exposed brick in spots where
the vandalism was removed.

Hancock Hires New Asst. Principal
By Adrian Villanueva
Originally a coach to prospective teachers and a former English
teacher, Amy Wenzler was hired by
our principal--after rounds of interviews with staff, parents, and students
--earlier this month to be the new assistant principal for the Hancock community. The position opened when
Ms. Puentes, the former assistant
principal, became principal in December.
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that the students that
she talked to were polite and understanding.
Although she
lives far from Hancock,
she said that she’s willing to come here because she likes the
school, the students,

Continued on page 2
Ms. Wenzler says that
“she felt a warm feeling” about
the Hancock community during
the interview process. As she
has gone around the school in
the first few weeks, she’s gotten
to sit in on a few classes where
she says that what she saw
“was impressive and amazing”
and she elaborated on the fact
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Asst. Principal from page 1
and the staff because they’ve made her feel like
she belongs. She hopes that she can find a way
to make contributions, in the near future, to Hancock’s already developing community as well as
“bridging the gap between teachers and parents”
in order to make everyone want the same thing
for students.
Now that she’s here at Hancock she
wants to help make sure that every student feels
like their education truly matters to everyone.
Her office is located in the main office area
across from the principal's office.

Whatchoo Had to Say about the
Last Issue
Hancock Needs More Mental Health Days
“Too much stress can also affect you with your
performance at school; therefore, a mental
health day is necessary. This doesn’t only apply
to students. I know teachers go through it—they
deserve a day to unwind as well.”
--Erika Aguilar
"Personally, I believe that this is only wasting our
learning time in class. We already lost a lot of
school days this school year. I do believe stress
days are good, but it shouldn't take away from
the learning of others."
--Joselyne Morales
Hancock Student Values Being in a
Tomborazo Group Despite the Struggles
"I agree with Luis that music is an important part
of my life. It defines me and makes me the person I am today. Without music in my life, I
would be nothing."
-- Natalie Ramirez
"My idea of identity is tantamount to this idea of
music bringing us closer to our cultures. Often
our identities are shaped by the cultures and
things that we practice because it reminds us of
where we came from.”
-- Tonantzin Contreras

Mexican Baker
“This article caught my attention because it’s
about a humble man that immigrated to start all
over again. However, Raul Moctezuma didn’t
let the despondency and obstacles of being in a
new country get to him.”
—Jacqueline Ruiz
What's It Like Being a Foreign Exchange
Student at Hancock?
"Her experiences like seeing new things, such
as downtown and Chick-fil-A, are very refreshing because no one appreciates the things we
have."
-- Naomi Martinez
When Lana mentioned being homesick, it made
me think about how I would feel in her shoes. I
have sympathy for her. It does not sound easy
to be so far away from your family.”
—Keyla Peña
Student Starts Tuff Talks Club
“I believe this article could have touched on
why it’s so hard to have difficult conversations
in classrooms.”
—Guillermo Reynoso

“I feel having a safe space to discuss topics
with people is a very good idea, though I do
seem to have many opposing opinions to others. I still feel having a platform to speak your
mind is a great resource to have for people who
struggle to put their voice out there.”
—Jared Nieves
“I think it’s important to reiterate the message
that people need to have serious conversations
about the grievous issues happening in the
world and in the community.”
Yo! Before You Get That Early Dismissal
“Early dismissals may seem like a fortuitous
way to get out of class; however, they can actually prove to be detrimental to one’s education.
Unless there is a true emergency, students
should be making an effort to attend every
class.”
—Monica Ramirez
Please write neatly so we can read your ideas and
names.
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Cheerleader Redefines Success
with Third Place Win
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Essay by Fernanda Padilla
The idea of “The road to success and the
road to failure are almost exactly the same” is a
concept I believe to be true and have considered
immensely in certain aspects of my life such as
cheerleading and my academics. One’s definition
of success and failure can often be determined
by certain criteria. If we do a lot to reach something, but end up not getting it, odds are that we
will recognize it as a failure. This concept is applicable in everyday instances such as sports
teams, grades, and jobs.
The Art of Manliness podcast regarding
the 5 universal laws of success suggests that
success is based on others’ performance; therefore, we can perform just as good as someone
else but not always succeed. If we base our success on being number one, we will most likely fail.
This is due to the reality that in any circumstance,
number two’s and those below are very close in
performance to number ones. But no matter
what, number one’s will continue to be rewarded
on a greater scale.
For example, this year, the Hancock’s
cheer team, which I am part of, placed third in our
city competition. While most of the team saw it as
a success because we placed in our division, it’s
predicted that a possible portion of them viewed it
as a failure. This is because we were merely
points away from being number one. While the
winning team received the most recognition and
awards, we received nearly nothing even though
we put in the same amount of work and dedication.
On the other hand, if we were to base our
success on our improvement, then it wouldn’t be
acknowledged as a failure.
Success is based on a series of our networks and some pre-set criteria. Networks and
criteria can be thought of as a system of people
and standards by which something can be
judged.
In my personal life, I have always based
my academic success on criteria and networks.
For me, success has always been about being
number one or getting straight As. My road to that
type of success includes doing my work, putting
in effort, being efficient. However, this plan often
times leads to failure in my eyes. I can do all of
this and still not receive any recognition or the

Photo by Mateo Chavez
straight As I desired.
If we don’t reward ourselves for our performance and improvement in specific areas of
our lives, then our road to success will continue to be a road to failure. Our personal definition of success will always be different than
others. Similarly, our idea of failure can be
someone else’s idea of their ideal success and
achievement.
If we are productive and creative, we
can achieve our own type of success. Applying
this concept to our personal life helps us have
a positive outlook on our performance. It has
allowed me to view placing third in a cheer
competition as a huge success instead of a
failure because of the effort I know we put behind it.

Tell us whatchoo got to
say!
Believe it or not—Hancock
cares whatchoo think and
do.
Submit your writing,
photography, or art!
See Mr. Salazar in 201.
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Hancock AP Capstone
Student to Present His
Research
Christopher
Ortega, a senior,
has been selected
to represent Hancock at the Student
Research Showcase at the Microsoft Technology
Center on March
20. There, he will
showcase his research project titled: A Comparative
Analysis on Adolescent Loneliness.
The project aims to find out whether or not communicating over the Internet
has the same benefits as communicating
in person when dealing with loneliness.
He is one of only thirteen students
chosen to be part of this showcase and
present in front of a distinguished group
of panelists from organizations such as
Northwestern University and Microsoft.
Christopher says, “Having the opportunity to dive deep into research in
high school has only enhanced my drive
to further my interest in neuroscience.
Mentorship from Ms. Sitkoski and Ms.
Baranoff, AP Seminar and AP Research
teachers, has been the catalyst that
feeds my love for research.”
He explains how the idea that social interaction and neural cognitive related events are tied to loneliness is illustrated in social health. It’s a process, he
says, that he experienced during high
school when he realized he would exclude himself. “I only regained my social
wellness when I spoke about my issues
with my teachers and friends,” Christopher explains. He goes on to emphasize
how in the Latino community, psychosocial health is not advocated for, rather it’s
deemed negligible. “My interest in neuroscience stems from advocating for a
change when it comes to the overall psychosocial well-being in my community,”
Christopher adds.
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How to Know If Your Relationship or
Friendship Is Toxic
By Victoria Rodriguez
“When we were doing bad, it felt like I was letting life pass me by as I was waiting for him to stop
being mad so I could talk to him,” reveals a female
Hancock student when asked about her previous toxic
relationship. We decided to keep her name anonymous due to the personal nature of the topic. Toxic
relationships are prevalent among teenagers all over
the country. An organization called DoSomething,
which focuses on the well-being of teenagers, stated
in the article, “11 Facts About Teen Dating Violence”
that, “1 in 3 young people will be in an abusive or unhealthy relationship.”
Toxic relationships are considered to be either
emotionally or physically abusive. Emotional abuse
often entails “calling names, behaving in a controlling
or jealous way, monitoring the other person constantly, [and] shaming or bullying,” according to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. However,
the signs of emotional abuse are subtle, which can
affect the victim’s ability to recognize that they are being abused.
There is a multitude of reasons why it may be
hard for teenagers to recognize the signs of emotional
abuse. In an article titled “Abuse,” D’Arcy Lyness, a
child psychologist, states, “Seeing parents treat each
other in abusive ways might lead a child to think that’s
OK in relationships.” This can either cause the child to
develop unhealthy behaviors because a bad example
of a relationship was present, or it can cause the child
to consider the behavior as normal and tolerate it in
the future. Seeing parents in a bad relationship, can
greatly skew teenagers’ ideas of what is healthy and
what is not. Another cause of abusive behavior leans
towards culture and gender roles.
In an article titled, “Are You in an Abusive Relationship,” Emilio Ulba, a dating violence expert, reveals that cultures can “urge men to be strong, which
some [young men] confuse with being aggressive or
controlling.” This idea of how men “should” be can also affect women’s view of a healthy relationship because they may expect a man to act controlling and
consider it to be normal. Another powerful reason
Continued on next page
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Toxic Relationships
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from page 4
may be that teenagers were simply not informed of what the signs are and are,
therefore, unaware of what’s truly going on.
When the female Hancock student was
asked if she knew what the signs are, she
replied, “Um, I don’t think I do because I
can’t name them just like that,” and because of this, she was unable to answer
whether or not her past relationship echoed the signs of emotional abuse even
though she recognizes it wasn’t healthy.
People in non-heterosexual relationships can also experience toxicity.
And friendships that are not romantic can also be toxic.
Teenagers who fall victim to emotionally abusive relationships are often
greatly affected by them. According to the
organization OneLove, which focuses on
promoting healthy relationships, in an article titled “What Emotional Abuse Really
Means,” it revealed that emotional abuse
can cause, “anxiety, depression, suicidal
thoughts or behaviors, and post-traumatic
stress disorder.”

When the same female Hancock student was
asked about how her toxic relationship affected her,
she stated that, “It has caused me to have trust issues and not open up to anyone anymore.” The impact that emotional abuse can have makes it more
essential that teenagers are educated on what exactly
it is, so that they can be spared the suffering of having to go through one themselves. Often times the effects of abuse can require therapy in order to properly
deal with the trauma of that relationship. It is also crucial that victims seek support from family and friends
so as not to feel that they have to battle the trauma
alone.
According to inc.com, if a teenager is in a relationship and experiences “feeling drained, lack of
communication, continuous disrespect, [or] feelings of
unworthiness,” this points to that relationship being
toxic. There are many sources of help that teenagers
can get from the school if they believe or speculate
that they are in a destructive relationship. Teenagers
have the option to seek help from adult family members, trusted teachers, or school counselors. The resources are there, but it is up to the victim to recognize what’s happening and seek them out.

Congrats to Hancock Debate Team for a Strong Season!
In its second year, the Hancock debate team demonstrated their intellect and passion. Our team
competed in four tournaments and won lots of individual speaker and team awards in January and
February. If you’re interested in joining next year, see Mr. Salazar in 201. (And you get to wear a
cool hoodie.)
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Son Realizes His Mother’s Strength When She Had
Cancer
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Writing and Photo by Jonathan Rodriguez
At the age of thirty-eight, one day before
Christmas in December 2009, my mother Sonia
went to the doctor to find out what she had. Recently, she noticed an unusual lump. “After I
found out I sat in my car, I cried for about thirty
minutes and then I told myself, ‘Put yourself
back together,’ ” she said was her initial reaction after being diagnosed
with cancer.
I was still just a
child; consequently, at the
time of my mom's diagnosis and treatment, I had
no grasp of the situation.
When interviewing
my mom, she mentioned
how she would witness
other cancer patients going through the same
thing as her, but unlike
her, most “had no one that
helped them or no one
that supported them,” she explained. The cancer complicated Sonia’s life as she struggled to
find a balance between taking care of herself
while at the same time caring for her family; as
a result, she felt anxious, sad, and angry.
Sonia is the mother of three who always
puts her family first before anything else. “Life
has always been not great and not bad,” my
mom explains, not quite sure on how to respond. Before Sonia was diagnosed with cancer she was self-employed; additionally, at the
time, she was the main source of income for her
family. The earliest sign of health problems my
mom noticed appeared in 1995 when she was
pregnant with my second sister Nicky because
the doctors noticed a lump on her breast, which
pointed to cancer. Due to the lump, the doctors
decided to conduct surgery to remove it

“because they told me if they leave it there, they
didn’t know how bad the situation was.'' Since
the beginning, Sonia was always concerned
more about her family than anything else; however, this worry for her family is what would
pose problems down the line.
My mom saw it was important to not let
anyone know, especially her
family, that she had cancer
until April 2010. The reason
for her reluctance of sharing
the cancer diagnosis was “I
didn't feel you guys should be
worrying during the holidays,”
she explained. My mom was
scared after being diagnosed
with cancer, and she felt like
not scaring the ones she
cared about also.
One of the treatments
for cancer is chemotherapy,
which is the treatment Sonia
had. Getting treatment would require a lot of
time and effort that she could no longer put towards her business; as a result, she closed
down business in April 2010, telling my dad who
had no idea at the time “the business wasn’t doing well.”
Closing down the business while being
the main source of income--combined with the
physical effects chemotherapy--took a toll on
Sonia. “I did the best to have it not affect anyone
in the household...though I was in a lot of pain, I
never said anything to nobody.” She continued
to explain how she would have to constantly
stop chemo and continue it again as it would not
only cause great pain but make her sick.
Continued on page 7

Tell us whatchoo got to say!
Believe it or not—Hancock cares whatchoo think and do.
Submit your writing, photography, or art!
See Mr. Salazar in 201.
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Mother’s Strength from page 6
After going through so much life changes drastically and having to continuously face obstacles, it can be easy for someone to lose hope
and give up. Despite the strain cancer had on
Sonia’s life, she continued to battle with cancer
and deal with the problems it posed by doing
things such as herbal medicines, and participating in events with the American Cancer Society.
She would participate in events by being a
“type of motivational speaker,” hoping to instill
hope into people going through similar things
as she instilled hope into herself.
It was in 2017 when my mom got surgery to remove of her breast cancer. It wasn’t
until a couple of weeks after that she would
hear more news that would change her life
again. “I was very happy because after so
much suffering and so much stuff that my body
had gone through… I was just ecstatic” is how
she explained her reaction to finding out that
after about eight years, she was finally cancer
free; however, the effects of the cancer had already taken its toll on her body.
After Sonia was confirmed cancer free,
her doctors recommended a pill known as Tamoxifen which was supposed to reduce her
chance of getting cancer. In reality, the pill negatively affected her, and the pill combined with
everything she had gone through led to her being diagnosed with fibromyalgia and her kidneys function measuring at only 42%. The recommended kidney function by doctors is 90%
or higher.
Despite the health problems, my mom
continues to face, today she is content with the
fact that she no longer has cancer.
Even though my mom is cancer free, she
still battles with the aftermath of it all, but she
sees it better than when she had cancer. “It
made me more compassionate towards other
people,” she explains. Overall my mom is grateful to be cancer free and her hope for others
who have cancer is to find the help, courage,
and hope to get through it. Even though this is
what my mom went through, everyone’s story
when it comes to cancer is different--which is
worth listening to.
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Congrats to
Mr.
Jarmoc’s
homeroom
for winning
the
February
door
decoration
contest
celebrating
African
American
History
Month!

Check out
the records!

Who Should and Shouldn't
Use the N-Word?
Listen to the latest Chi-Teens episode
produced by Hancock's Podcast Club
The 20-minute episode includes:





Some African American students talking
about their Hancock experience with our
student Cortez Stewart
An interview with our principal about our
school's race and equity work
Insights from accomplished writer
Ta-Nehisi Coates

Go to SoundCloud and search
“Hancock College Prep.”
Because Chi-Teens is on SoundCloud, you
need to get off the school's Wifi to listen.
We're working on moving these episodes to
another site.
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English II Students Get Poetic about the American Dream
Icarus

Montage Poem
By Nicholas Cerna

By Brenda Perez
we dream of high heavens and lifted burdens
of infinite pardons and white picket fences
of sun and moon and the space in between
of never-ending opulence and hands that
hold us

Dear freedom
Everyone seemed more American than me
newly arrived
Grayed in, not strong
I come from two failed countries and give
them back

caught in a trance,
and suspended by time.
we become trapped in lies
ones we forge out of the desire to rid ourselves of reality and the cold that we feel

We are things of dry hours
Foreign dirt still on our soles
I didn’t know what to say
It was hardness mixed with hurt

we vie to reach out far yonder
but fall too short
and plunder back to earth, dirt, and dust

Knowing I could never be the right kind
Our Dreams make a giddy sound
Like giving secrets out
Never to be missed

we sit robbed of life
of breath
of everything we begged the stars to grant us

I pledge allegiance to good friends
To a world willing to let it in
To laughter and cool palms
Able to fight ripening garbage
But not for a minute
My hand lifted then fell
Too bad the world works this way
Freedom

The Signature is published regularly throughout the school year in print and online versions
on our Website. Submit your art, photography, or writing. See Mr. Salazar in 201.

Follow us on Twitter & add us on Snapchat: @CPSHancock
Like our Facebook page
Hancock College Prep High School
A Selective-Enrollment Chicago public school serving mostly Southwest side families
that empowers students through academic and social engagement to
create change in their personal lives and in their communities
Principal: Vanessa Puentes

Assistant Principal: Natalie Garfield

Journalism Teacher: Ray Salazar, NBCT
4034 West 56th Street Chicago, IL 60629 773-535-2410 www.hancockhs.org

