2017-2018 Report to the
Quaker Valley Community

Shared Vision
It is our shared vision to become a thriving
community of learners in an environment that
embraces a culture of thinking.

Mission
The mission of the Quaker Valley School District
is to engage and inspire the hearts and minds of
every learner every day.

Belief Statements
• All people want to learn; all people can learn.
• Every individual has a unique combination of
abilities and attributes that when recognized,
nurtured, and challenged, promote the
realization of potential.
• It is our responsibility to nurture in each learner
the qualities that prepare our students to be
lifelong learners and ethical, responsible citizens.
• Communities that invest in youth prosper.
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Dr. Heidi Ondek, Superintendent
Dear Friends,
It is a bittersweet moment for me to present the 2017/2018 Quaker Valley School District Annual Report,
as my role as superintendent of schools comes to an end in June.
There have been so many exceptional achievements in the past year. Our students and staff continue to
excel, and their academic achievements place Quaker Valley among the very top school districts in the
state. Our entire community celebrated along with our students as Quaker Valley High School’s boys
soccer and football teams captured state titles. With less fanfare but with significant long-term impact,
the district also continued to move forward on the critical project to replace our century-old high school
with a new, modern facility on a new site. You will read about this and more in this Annual Report.
I am deeply proud of what our school district has accomplished this year, and throughout the many years
I have had the honor and privilege of leading the Quaker Valley School District. Please know that serving
where my family and I live – and will continue to live – has been the pinnacle of my career. I look forward
to continuing to serve and contribute to our school community in new and meaningful ways.  
I will take with me the innumerable memories of 14 wonderful years in this district. We live in a very
special place, and our school district is served by amazing people. I have faith and confidence that our
schools will continue to thrive and provide the best public education in Pennsylvania.
Thank you for your support and for your investment in our community’s youth. May the QV
community continue to prosper!

Dr. Heidi Ondek
Superintendent
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Dear Friends,
As it has throughout its history, Quaker Valley
School District continues to serve as the
cornerstone of our communities, providing an
exceptional education to our children and helping
our area thrive.
For several years, we have been fortunate to have a
strong leader in Superintendent Dr. Heidi Ondek,
someone who is not only an expert in running
an effective district, but also a treasured member
of our community.  While Dr. Ondek’s service as
Quaker Valley superintendent comes to an end in
June 2018, we are grateful for everything she has
done for our schools.
Since learning of Dr. Ondek’s plans, our school
board has been working hard to conduct a
search for a new superintendent, and the district
has drawn an impressive pool of applicants. A
thorough interview process has been conducted,
and by the time you read this Annual Report,
we likely will have announced our district’s next
superintendent.
We are fortunate to have a strong administrative
team who will help our new superintendent
ensure that Quaker Valley continues to prepare
our students for success in an ever-changing

world. Our goals haven’t changed, nor have our
challenges.
In particular, the school board remains
committed to solving, once and for all, an issue
our district has struggled to address for 25 years:
the problems created by the limitations and needs
of our 94-year-old high school building. We may,
at some point in the near future, need to ask
Quaker Valley residents to make a decision about
the financial commitment necessary to address
our high school facility.
Before that point comes, we will do our best
to provide residents with the information
necessary to make an informed decision. Our
new superintendent will continue the community
conversation and engagement around our high
school facility so that we can prepare for the next
era of the Quaker Valley School District.
As always, thank you for your continued support
of our students, staff, and schools.
Sincerely,

Sarah Stoessel Heres
2017-2018 Report to the Quaker Valley Community
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High School Project Update

A New High School for Quaker Valley

F

or the past 25 years, our community has recognized the
need to build a modern high school that is accessible,
efficient, and designed to accommodate the needs of a
21st century education. We are pleased to report that during
the 2017-2018 school year, the Quaker Valley School District
made major strides toward finding a long-term solution
to the problems posed by our high school building. In
particular, Quaker Valley purchased a site for the new high
school, and we continue our efforts to involve the Quaker
Valley community in the decisions that will shape our new
high school.
Building a new high school is the most pressing issue facing
the Quaker Valley School District. Our current high school
building is 94 years old. It was built during a different era to
serve different needs. Our high school building has served
Quaker Valley remarkably well, thanks to renovation and
upkeep over the years. In 1993, our school district identified
the need to replace the high school as it would become
obsolete and too costly to maintain. It is clear we have now
reached the end of its useful life. Our high school building no
longer meets the rules, requirements, and recommendations
of the Pennsylvania Department of Education. There are
portions of the building we can no longer use, and teachers
are left without classrooms. It has become more and more
expensive to repair, and we never know what will fail next.
While we take great care to ensure the health and safety of
students, teachers, staff, and visitors, there are risks posed by
operating a building with so many issues.
Our need for a new high school has been complicated by the
fact that building a new facility on the current high school
site is not an option. There is not enough space available and
most of the property lies within a floodplain, making new
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construction extremely difficult, if not impossible.
Now that problem is solved. We have secured the location
where we can construct our new high school.
The School Board and Administration identified a suitable
site located off Camp Meeting Road in Leet Township and
Edgeworth and Leetsdale Boroughs, and performed due
diligence on the property. By completing the purchase, we
finally begin to implement a solution to our high school
problem.
The new site gives us the opportunity to build the right kind
of high school for Quaker Valley – a high school that reflects
who we are and what we want for the children of our district.
We need a high school that is world-class, cost-effective,
and a size fit for our needs. Our new high school must be
designed to help us meet standards of educational excellence
and must be flexible enough to allow us to easily adapt as
standards change to meet future needs. Like our current high
school, it must be built with the intention of serving multiple
generations of Quaker Valley students.
Building a new high school is a big decision for Quaker
Valley. Our local geography forces us to carve the new high
school’s location out of a hillside, which will require a large
investment. We are working hard to develop the best possible
solution for financing this investment and will present it
for the community’s approval in the near future. In the
meantime, we provide more opportunities – like the meetings
we held earlier this year – for district residents to weigh in
and become engaged in creating the best solution to our high
school challenges. To stay informed about the process, submit
feedback, make comments, or ask questions, please visit the
District’s website, www.qvsd.org.  n

Fiscal Responsibility

Communities That Invest
in Youth Prosper
The Quaker Valley School Board
unanimously approved the 2018-2019
final budget during the May 21, 2018,
school board meeting. The final budget
totals $50,078,108 and includes a
$525,000 contribution to the Sewickley
Public Library of the Quaker Valley
School District.

B

eginning July 2, 2018, the average $200,000
home will pay about $8.46 more per month in
property taxes, with the new millage rate of
18.9086. The current millage rate is 18.4009.
“The Pennsylvania State Employees’ Retirement
System (PSERS) has been underfunded since the
1990s, which has grossly increased the tax burden
on local school communities; that is the major factor
driving property tax increases in Pennsylvania,”
explains Dr. Heidi Ondek, Superintendent of Schools.
The District held a public budget meeting on May 1,
2018, to explain the budgeting process. Video from
that event can be viewed at www.qvsd.org.
As presented at the public budget meeting, public
schools in Pennsylvania encounter many mandates,
both from the state and federal levels. Quaker Valley
is not alone as schools face significant contributions
to the state pension system (PSERS), for charter
school tuition payments, and for other mandated
costs that are not under the school’s control.
Schools are faced with providing many mandated
services and benefits, yet the state and federal funding
does not match the cost of providing these services,
leaving a large gap to be filled by local taxpayers.
To view the 2018-2019 budget, visit www.qvsd.org.  n
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Accomplishments & Accolades

Homecoming Spirit Week

Q

uaker Valley celebrated Homecoming with a week of activities leading up to the
October football game. During the day on Friday, each school held a pep rally
complete with the QVHS Marching Band, cheerleaders, and student-athletes. The
activities continued at the QVHS Football game where QV hosted Beaver Falls. Before
the game began, students from each QV school marched onto the field with the QVHS
Marching Band. At halftime, 14 seniors were recognized as the 2017 Homecoming Court.
Congratulations to Annie Luptak and Ryan Weich who werenamed Queen and King.  n

Officer Vanatta
Receives National
Award

C

ongratulations
to Quaker
Valley School
District Police
Officer Aaron
Vanatta who
received the
2017 Model
Agency Award
by the National
Association of School Resource Officers
(NASRO). Officer Vanatta accepted the
award on July 25, 2017, at the NASRO
National School Safety Conference in
Washington, D.C.  n
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QVHS Senior Attends
PA School for Excellence

Q

VHS Senior Natalie Napolitano was one of only 39 students
from Pennsylvania to be admitted to The Pennsylvania School
for Excellence in the Agricultural Sciences at Penn State. This summer
program was formerly part of The Governor’s School. Napolitano
explains that although the four-week program is called School for
Agricultural Sciences, “The experience was really geared more toward
the ecological aspect of biology and how this is part of our society.”
At the end of the four weeks, students were asked to write a five-page
research paper about global issues. Napolitano chose to write about
Malnutrition in India. Her paper was one of four selected to represent
Pennsylvania in October during the Global Youth Institute in Iowa.
Napolitano describes the Global Youth Institute as, “An international
youth conference that is held in conjunction with the Borlaug
Dialogue of the World Food Prize—sort of like the Noble Prize for
Agricultural Work.” n
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Pennsylvania State
Geography Bee

C

ongratulations to QVMS 8th grade student Paul
Ratkovich who represented Quaker Valley at the
Pennsylvania State Geography Bee on Friday, April 6.
Ratkovich made it through eight preliminary rounds with
a perfect score and went on to compete in the final rounds.
He finished the competition among the top 15 students in
all of PA. Congratulations, Paul!  n

Most Challenging High
Schools in PA by the
Washington Post

T

he Washington Post named
Quaker Valley High School
as the most challenging high
school in Western Pennsylvania,
and 10th across the entire state.
This distinction is based on the
number of college-level exams given
to students (Advanced Placement,
International Baccalaureate and Advanced
International Certificate of Education) divided by the
number of students graduating at the end of the school year.
The author, Jay Mathew, gets his ratio from dividing the
number of total AP tests given by the number of seniors who
graduated that year.
“A 1.0 ratio indicates as many tests as graduates, so our 2.6
ratio is really impressive. I feel certain we will surpass 3.0 in
the coming year, as we are giving 450 AP tests this year,” adds
AP Coordinator, Dr. Linda Conlon.

Quaker Valley
Team Competes on
KDKA’s Hometown High Q

Q

uaker Valley’s Hometown High Q Team was
successful in their attempt to qualify for
KDKA’s Hometown High Q Semifinals by winning
their quarterfinal playoff matchup which aired on KDKA
on April 28. Hometown High Q is an academic challenge
hosted by KDKA morning anchor Rick Dayton.

The Quaker Valley team earned 460 points while
defeating Upper St. Clair and Hampton High Schools.
This is the third time in the last four years that Quaker
Valley has reached the Semifinal Round of the show. In
addition, Quaker Valley has made the High Q Playoffs for
fifth consecutive year! The team is comprised of seniors
Jake Musial, Annika Christensen, and Michael Parker
along with alternates Natasha Napolitano and John
Corbett. The team is coached by high school math teacher
Matt Welch and assisted by academic specialist Linda
Conlon. Congratulations to the QV Team!  n

According to Washington Post reporter, Jay Mathews, who
originated the ranking system, the Challenge Index is
designed to identify schools that have done the best job in
persuading average students to take college-level courses
and tests.
“We’re extremely proud of our students’ achievements on
the AP exams. This recognition is a reflection of Quaker
Valley’s exceptional staff, students, parents, and community
and our continued commitment to providing all students
with a high-quality education,” says QVHS Principal
Deborah Riccobelli. n

National History Bee

S

even Quaker Valley Middle School students will
compete at the National History Bee finals in Atlanta,
Georgia, after qualifying during the regional competition.
Congratulations to Regional Champion Paul Ratkovich,
along with Braham Gianiodis, Olivia Gnad, Amelia Kain,
Patrick Munn, Will Watson, and Logan Zutter. The
National Finals brings students from all across the country
to compete for the title of National History Bee Grand
Champion. This year, the finals will take place June 1 and 2.
Best of luck to all of the QV competitors!  n
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Accomplishments & Accolades

Osborne Elementary 2nd Graders Win $1,000 Grant

T

he students in 2nd grade at Osborne Elementary School were selected to receive a $1,000 grant from Polar Bears
International, thanks to the hard work and dedication they put into their polar bear project this school year. They call
themselves the “Polar Bear Protectors” and this year they set out to prove that anyone can make a difference.
The students, along with teachers Kristi DiRenzo, Amy Quinn, and Claudia Scanlon, embarked on a study of the various
climate regions of the world and how climate issues impact the living members of those habitats. The students created a project
to teach others about the importance of energy conservation, particularly in the aid of climate issues, resulting in problems for
polar bears. Part of the year-long study included a Polar Bear Dance, to raise money to donate to Polar Bears International. The
students raised more than $1,400 and delivered the check to the Pittsburgh Zoo.
The students found out on Monday, May 7, that they received the grant for $1,000. Thanks to the Osborne Home and School
Association, the students celebrated with the Kona Ice Truck at the end of the school day.  n

QVHS Teams with Carnegie
Mellon University’s Entertainment
Technology Center

O

n Thursday, May 24, 2018, students from Quaker Valley High
School and Middle School visited Carnegie Mellon University’s
Entertainment Technology Center to present projects they have been
working on throughout the school year. The projects included video
games, apps, animation, and virtual experiences.
The QVHS team, along with a representative from QVMS, worked
for an entire school year in small groups for the purpose of learning
a bit about themselves, each other, and the playful spirit of the ETC philosophy. After the students pitched their products and
presented a demonstration, guests were able to interact with the students and play test their new creations.  n
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QVSD is the #1
High School in
Pittsburgh

Q

uaker Valley School District is proud to be the #1
high school in Pittsburgh, #10 in Pennsylvania, and
#681 in the nation, according to the latest ranking by U.S.
News & World Report. The list of Best High Schools in the
U.S. was released on Wednesday, May 9, 2018.
U.S. News & World Report uses a four-step process to
determine the Best High Schools. The first three steps
ensure the schools serve all students well, using scores
from the math and reading sections of state proficiency
tests and graduation rates as the benchmarks. For those
schools that make it past the first three steps, a fourth
step is used to assess the degree to which schools prepare
students for college-level work.
According to U.S. News & World Report, “To produce
the 2018 Best High Schools rankings, U.S. News &
World Report teamed with North Carolina-based RTI
International, a global nonprofit social science research
firm. RTI implemented the U.S. News comprehensive
rankings methodology, which is based on these key
principles: that a great high school must serve all of its
students well, not just those who are college bound, and
that it must be able to produce measurable academic
outcomes to show it is successfully educating its student
body across a range of performance indicators.”  n

Blessings in a Backpack

T

he Blessings in a Backpack program is a new
program available to all students at Edgeworth
and Osborne Elementary Schools. This program
provides non-perishable food every Friday so
children have nutritious meals over the weekend.
Blessings in a Backpack works with each school’s
guidance counselor to ensure bags are distributed
in a discreet and caring manner. There is no cost
associated with this program. If you would like
your child to receive Blessings in a Backpack each
Friday, please contact your child’s school counselor.
Monetary donations for Blessings in a Backpack can
be sent to the elementary school counselors. n

Students Honored
with Superintendent
Citizenship Awards

O

n Monday, May 21, Dr. Heidi Ondek and the School
Board honored five QV students during the legislative
meeting. One student from each school was honored with
the Superintendent Citizenship Award and a QVHS Senior
was selected to receive the School Board Graduating Senior
Award. Congratulations to: QVHS Senior Franziska Nace,
QVHS Senior John Corbett, QVMS 8th Grader Charlie
Crane, Edgeworth Elementary School 5th Grader Kwilai
Karto, and Osborne Elementary School 5th grader Grace
Wiehe. n

Edgeworth School Community
Creates Mural on Outdoor Wall

E

dgeworth
Elementary School
students, staff, parents,
and community
members are working
hard transforming
a wall outside of the
school. The wall,
which is 234 feet long, was designed as part of a project with
4th grade students in Mrs. Nina Strelec’s art class. The artists
were asked to look at the outdoor space and see how it could
be improved. The students then selected a theme and designed
images that were then included in the design. The final design
was projected and traced onto the wall, outlined with black
paint, then students and volunteers filled in the lines with
bright colors. The entire mural is expected to be completed by
the end of the school year. n
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Accomplishments & Accolades

Quaker Valley
Middle School
Presents The
Wizard of Oz

Q

uaker Valley Middle
School proudly presented
The Wizard of Oz - Young
Performers Edition on
December 1 & 2.  Eighty-one
students from the middle
school, along with some high
school student volunteers,
helped make this production a
success. n

QV Ranked 5th Best
District in Pittsburgh by
Niche, 14th Best in PA

T

he 2018 Best School District Rankings by Niche
name Quaker Valley School District #5 in
Pittsburgh, #14 in Pennsylvania, and #145 in the nation.
Niche computes rankings based on state test scores,
college readiness, graduation rates, SAT/ACT scores,
teacher quality, student and parent reviews, and more.

Quaker Valley Makes an Impact
in New Orleans

I

n March 2018, during spring recess, 25 Quaker Valley High
School students and three staff members visited New Orleans,
Louisiana, for a service-learning trip through Habitat for
Humanity. The trip included six days and five nights helping
to rebuild the city, while also learning about the city’s history.
Visits throughout the city included: a walking tour of the French
Quarter, a stop at the World War II Museum, a visit to Mardi
Gras World, and a dinner cruise on the Mississippi River.  n
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The district earned recognition across the Pittsburgh
area for Best Places to Teach, #3; Districts with the Best
Teachers, #6; and Safest School Districts, #14. In those
same categories across Pennsylvania, Quaker Valley
placed #9, #11, and #74, respectively.
Nationally, Quaker Valley ranked in the top 100 for
Best Places to Teach and District with the Best Teachers.
Quaker Valley was placed in the top 800 school districts
in America for the Safest School District.
The district has also received an “A+” on Niche’s Report
Card in areas such as Academic, Teachers, Clubs &
Activities, and College Prep.
In Niche rankings released in August, Quaker Valley
was named among the best high school for athletes
by coming in #4 in the Pittsburgh area and #19 in
Pennsylvania.  n

Students
Make Toys
for Animals
in Need

S

tudents in the LEDGE Crew
at Edgeworth Elementary
School helped create new toys for
animals at Animal Friends. The
LEDGE Crew spent a few days
making tug toys and sniffing
mats for dogs, along with cat and
bunny toys, that were approved
by the agency. LEDGE Crew
members then delivered the gifts
to Animal Friends.  n

Jeff Evancho Wins
Velma Award

T

he Velma Award, established in
2001, is affectionately named after
retired Assistant Superintendent Dr.
Velma Saire. The award is announced
each year during Opening Day, which
marks the start of the new school year for Quaker Valley
School District staff.
The award is presented to demonstrate that great deeds
are usually wrought at great risks. A symbolic giraffe is
given to the honoree for the duration of the school year
– until the following Opening Day, when it is presented
to the next Velma Award recipient.
On Opening Day 2017, Dr. Jeff Evancho received the
Velma Award for his efforts to expand learning and
create a culture of thinking at Quaker Valley.
All of Dr. Evancho’s work culminated this spring
when Quaker Valley hosted a sold-out, international
educational event, the Harvard Graduate School of
Education’s Project Zero Perspectives Conference. More
than 500 educators descended upon Quaker Valley and
the city of Pittsburgh for a conference where deeper
thinking, making, innovating, and learning took place.
Without Dr. Evancho’s efforts, the district would not
be at the epicenter of maker-centered learning. His
leadership, thoughtfulness, and creativity allow all of us
to be better thinkers and lifelong learners. n

Argy Darakos Honored with
the QVSD Award for Excellence
by the School Board

O

sborne Elementary School Academic Specialist,
Mrs. Argy Darakos, was presented with an Award
for Excellence at the legislative school board meeting on
Monday, April 23, 2018, for her dedication to teaching and
service to the QV Students. n

QV Student, QV Coach,
Honored as Citizen and
Man of the Year

Q

uaker Valley School District is proud to have
a student and staff member recognized by the
Sewickley Herald in their annual Man, Woman, and
Citizen of the year awards. QVHS Senior Katherine
Rostek was named Emerging Citizen of the Year, and
QV Football Coach Jerry Veshio was named man of
the year. All of the honorees were recognized during
a dinner celebration at the Edgeworth Club on Friday,
May, 11.   n
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Accomplishments & Accolades
QVSD Named Best Community for Music
Education for the 14th Consecutive Year

F

or the 14th consecutive year, Quaker Valley School District has been named to
the list of “Best Communities for Music Education” presented by The NAMM
Foundation. QVSD is one of 583 districts nationwide to receive this designation.
The Best Communities Music Education award is given to districts that demonstrate
outstanding achievement and efforts to provide music access and education to all
students.

“I am grateful that this designation foremost recognizes the hard work, dedication,
and passion of our students and teachers in maintaining and growing our music
program but also the support of our community, and the commitment to music
education by our administration and school board. Music makes life-changing connections for children regardless of the
degree of natural talent or aptitude a child may possess and is a vital contributor to a child’s whole education,” says Cory
Neville, Music Department Leader at Quaker Valley.
To qualify for the Best Communities designation, Quaker Valley answered detailed questions about funding, graduation
requirements, music class participation, instruction time, facilities, support for the music program, and community musicmaking programs.
The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit organization supported in part by the National Association of Music Merchants and its
nearly 9,000 members around the world, with the mission of advancing active participation in music making across the lifespan
by supporting scientific research, philanthropic giving, and public service programs from the international music products
industry. n

QVHS Presents Seussical the Musical

C

ongratulations to the cast and crew of Seussical the Musical. The show was presented March 15-17, with a special senior
citizen show on March 14. This year’s cast featured 33 members who loved the colorful, energetic show.  n
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Quaker Valley Boys Soccer and
Football Teams Win State Titles
C

ongratulations
to the QVHS
Boys Soccer Team
on winning the PIAA
2A Championship
on Friday, November
17, at Hershey Park
Stadium. QVHS beat
Lancaster Mennonite
3-2. This is the 7th
boys soccer state
title in QV history.
Congratulations to the
team!  n

C

ongratulations
to the QVHS
Football Team
on winning the
WPIAL and PIAA
3A Titles. The team
beat Aliquippa 2-0
at Heinz Field to win
the WPIAL Title
on November 18,
2017. The team then
went on to defeat
Middletown, 4124, at Hersheypark
Stadium. These are
the first WPIAL and
PIAA football titles in
QV History.  n
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FRIENDS of Quaker Valley Schools
2018 Distinguished
Staff Awards
E

ight Quaker Valley staff members were honored at the
2018 Distinguished Staff Awards at the Tull Family
Theater on Tuesday, May 22, 2018. FRIENDS of Quaker
Valley Schools presents the awards each year to QV staff
members who go above and beyond to serve the QV
community. Each recipient was given a monetary award
along with an engraved paperweight.  Awardees were
selected by their principal or supervisor. Congratulations to
the 2018 winners:

Left to Right: Andrew Novak, Caitlyn McCloskey, Sida Wilson,
Carley Baehr, Joshua Nichols, Talia Mastroianni, and Emma Moul

FRIENDS of Quaker
Valley Schools
F

RIENDS of Quaker Valley Schools awarded $35,000
in scholarship money to seven well-deserving
Quaker Valley High School seniors. Founded in 1977,
The FRIENDS of Quaker Valley Schools is a 501(c)(3)
organization which supports students in the Quaker
Valley School District. More than 25 students applied for
the seven scholarships. The scholarship committee was
so impressed with the accomplishments of the students
who applied, narrowing down the pool of 26 applicants
proved to be a tremendous task. Because of this, the
applicants who were not selected to receive a scholarship,
will still receive a $100 check as a thank you for their
application and a small reward for their impressive
resumes.
The seven students who will each receive $5,000 are:
Carly Baehr, Talia Mastroianni, Caitlyn McCloskey,
Emma Moul, Joshua Nichols, Andrew Novak and Sida
Wilson. n

• Osborne Elementary School Special Education Teacher:
Brandon Banfield
• Edgeworth Elementary School Paraprofessional:
Anna Castaneda
• Quaker Valley High School Physics & Biology Teacher:
Matt Littell
• Edgeworth Elementary School 5th Grade Teacher:
Ryan Kennedy
• Quaker Valley Middle School Academic Specialist:
Jennifer Stewart
• Quaker Valley Middle School Clerk: Peggy Wick
• Quaker Valley High School Physics Teacher:
Mark Williams
• Edgeworth Elementary School Custodian:
Laurie Youngblood n

Front row (L to R): Anna Castaneda, Jennifer Stewart, Peggy Wick,
Laurie Youngblood Back row (L to R): Dr. Heidi Ondek, Ryan Kennedy,
Brandon Banfield, Mark Williams, Matt Littell, Dr. Andrew Surloff

To make a donation to FRIENDS, visit www.qvsd.org/FRIENDS.
You can also reach FRIENDS of QV Schools at qvsdfriends@gmail.com.
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Faculty Achievements
QV Educator to Present
at MIT

Q

uaker Valley’s Dr. Jeff Evancho has been selected to
present at two different sessions at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) Connected Learning Summit
this summer.
The Connected Learning Summit represents a merger
between three community events with this shared vision
and values: the Digital Media and Learning Conference,
the Games+Learning+Society Conference, and Sandbox
Summit. With a unique focus on cross-sector connections
and progressive and catalytic innovation, this event brings
together leading researchers, educators, and developers.
Evancho’s sessions will highlight the innovative and leading
role Quaker Valley has established on the national stage for
providing personalized and quality education for all.  n

QV Educators selected
for summer fellowships
at Harvard

T

wo QV teachers have
been selected for
summer fellowships at
Harvard Graduate School
of Education, Project Zero
Summer Institute in July.
Edgeworth Elementary
Dr. Gina Gordon Jenna DiLoreto
School Academic Specialist,
Dr. Gina Gordon and
Middle School Special Education teacher Jenna DiLoreto
will spend a week at Harvard and will join the summer
institute faculty with Dr. Jeff Evancho. While on faculty,
they will be supporting, facilitating, and learning from and
with world renowned experts in education.   n

Quaker Valley Teacher
Selected for NASA Liftoff
Institute

Andrea
Croft

Gary
Galuska

Erik
Lindemann

Lara
Grogan

Nicole
Wilkinson

Five QV Teachers to Study
with the Smithsonian

T

he Smithsonian Center for Learning and Digital Access
has been awarded a grant from The Grable Foundation
for a two-year study of how teachers select and use museum
resources for classroom instruction. Quaker Valley is
proud to have five teachers taking part in fellowships at the
Smithsonian, in-person workshops, and online courses,
and a week-long professional residence at the Smithsonian
in Washington, D.C.  The QV teachers taking part include:
Andrea Croft, Gary Galuska, Erik Lindemann, Lara
Grogan, and Nicole Wilkinson. These teachers were
selected through a competitive application process. We are
proud that our Quaker Valley teachers have been chosen to
represent exemplary practice of teaching and learning for
such a prestigious organization.  n

Q

uaker Valley Middle School
Science teacher, Mrs. Tracy
Shaffer, has been selected for
the prestigious LiftOff Summer
Institute to be held at NASA’s
Johnson Space Center in
Houston, Texas, this summer.
This nationally competitive
program sponsored by NASA’s
Texas Space Grant Consortium
selects teachers who will increase
their knowledge of science, technology, engineering, and
math through space education.
Teachers selected for Liftoff will return to their school
districts to not only use materials received in their own
classroom, but to train other educators. Educators selected
will come together June 24 - June 29 at NASA Johnson Space
Center in Houston, Texas to conduct experiments, tour
facilities, and network with other educators while sharing
innovative lesson plans and ideas.  n
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QV Sports Hall of Fame
The Quaker Valley Sports Hall of Fame welcomed the newest members at a banquet on Sunday,
September 17. “We are extremely impressed with the outstanding and impressive qualifications of
the class of 2017,” says Athletic Director Mike Mastroianni. “They represent different eras and their
credentials are remarkable and unquestioned. Our athletic department and our school district
are very fortunate to have had such distinguished contributors.” In addition to Sunday’s brunch
banquet, the inductees were recognized at the QVHS football game on Friday, September 15.
narrowly lost on a buzzer-beater in the state quarterfinals.
Aliquippa would go on to win the state title, a team the
Quakers defeated in the WPIAL semi-finals by 20 points.
Team captains and future QV Sports Hall of Famers, Andy
Wormsley and Scott Molitor, led the Quakers. Wormsley
was named first team all-State and all-Section. Another
future QV Hall of Famer, Chris Iorio was also named allSection, as was QV’s all-time leading scorer Justin Shegog.
Head Coach Mike Mastroianni was named Post Gazette
WPIAL Coach of the Year.
THE 1967 FOOTBALL TEAM were champions of the Black
Hills Conference and finished the season 9-1. Coached by
QV Hall of Famer John Nusskern, the Quakers were denied
an opportunity to compete for the WPIAL title by the old
Gardner Points system. Led by a stellar defense that allowed
only 56 points in 9 games, the Quakers did not lose until
the last game of the season. Greg Smith was MVP of the
Black Hills Conference, and Smith and two other QV Hall
of Famers, Jim Roolf and Ken Alvania, were named first
team all-Conference. Roolf and Smith were also named allWPIAL. In addition Gary Smith was named the Pittsburgh
Curbstone Coaches Scholar Athlete of the Year.

THE 1997 BOYS’ BASKETBALL TEAM coached by Mike
Mastroianni, had a record of 26-4 and captured the section
title and won the school’s only WPIAL championship. They
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JOHN MUNIZZA, ‘72
enters the Hall of Fame
in the “Contributor”
category. John has been
“Mr. Stats” and historian
for the Quaker Valley
athletic department for
almost 30 years. John
began his affiliation
with the Quaker Valley
athletic department in
1989 by co-organizing a
benefit basketball game
with Mike Mastroianni.
This sold-out August
game pitted the 1972
Quaker Valley section
champions against the 1989 Quaker section champions.
While researching information for the event, this led to
documenting the entire Quaker Valley boys’ basketball
history. He then proceeded to keep detailed records for a
number of QV sports team, including football, basketball,
soccer, and track and field. His records include pre-1957
Quaker Valley merger of Sewickley Indians and Leetsdale
Spartans. John not only has compiled detailed records of
every statistical category for each sport, he has a record of
every Quaker Valley athlete who has competed in these
sports.

SCOTT MOLITOR, ‘97
had a remarkable Quaker
Valley career in both
football and basketball,
captaining both teams. A
four-year letter winner in
football, Molitor started
on both sides of the ball.
On offense, he started as
both a quarterback and
running back. On defense
he was a standout as a
hard-hitting defensive
back leading the Quakers
to the quarterfinals of
the WPIAL playoffs his
senior year. In basketball,
Scott was three-year letter winner and starting point guard,
leading the team to their only WPIAL title in 1997. After
graduation from Quaker Valley, Scott went on to play two
years of football at Washington and Jefferson College, helping
them to advance in the NCAA Division III playoffs as a long
snapper and defensive back. A knee injury shortened his W&J
career. Scott served as an assistant coach for the QV boys’
basketball team during the 2016-17 season.
JANETTE SCHNEIDER,
‘03 is possibly the most
dominant volleyball
player in Quaker Valley
history. A four-year
starter, Janette earned allSection recognition three
years and all-WPIAL and
all-State honors both her
junior and senior years.
She was also named to
all-tournament teams
seven times. She helped
lead the Quakers to their
most successful season
ever her senior year,
finishing third in the
WPIAL and qualifying for the state playoffs. Janette then
earned a full athletic scholarship to Robert Morris University,
where she became one of their most decorated players. At
Robert Morris, Janette was a four-year starter and two-time
team captain. She also earned all-Conference honors twice

and was RMU Team MVP in 2006. Her name is all over the
RMU career record book, as she finished in the top ten in five
different statistical categories: hitting percentage, kills, total
blocks, solo blocks, and block assists.
ANNIE HOUGHTON,
‘07 won both WPIAL
and PIAA state titles in
tennis. There is a twist to
that, however, as Annie
is the only girl in WPIAL
history to win both the
girls AND boys WPIAL
singles titles. Houghton
won WPIAL girls singles
championships as a
freshman and sophomore
and captured the PIAA
state title her sophomore
year. However, she didn’t
play on the girls team her
junior year because she
was still recovering from a torn anterior cruciate ligament
in her left knee. Girls tennis is held in the fall. Once fully
recovered Annie elected to play on the QV boys’ team during
their spring season of her junior year and went on to win the
boys’ WPIAL championship. Annie played on the United
States Tennis Association 18 and under girls circuit during
her senior year. Houghton then went on to star at the United
States Military Academy at West Point. While at West Point,
she was a four-year starter and crushed the Army record
book. Annie finished her career with the most career wins
(98) and finished in 5th place all time for doubles wins. In
addition, she finished first in career wins (65) as the number
one singles player and first for single season wins (18) as
the number one player. She was all-Patriot league all four
seasons, Patriot League rookie of the year, and three-time
Patriot League Player of the Year. She was also named to the
Patriot League 25th Anniversary team and tournament MVP.
The Class of 2018 will be announced the week of June 11.
The highlights for the 7th annual Hall of Fame weekend
include the introduction of the QV Sports Hall of Fame
Class of 2018 during the Quaker Valley football game
on Friday September 21. The weekend festivities will
conclude with the Hall of Fame induction banquet on
Sunday, September 23 at the Sewickley Heights Golf Club.
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