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Advanced Programs Adding Value for All Students
As I have always said, if you present students with the opportunity and
provide the resources, they will rise to the occasion. For the second year in a
row, one of our Fayette County Junior High Academic Pentathlon teams has
finished first in a nation-wide scrimmage among forty teams, where students
must test on five academic events: Literature, Mathematics, Fine Arts,
Science, and Social Science. Three more of our teams finished third, seventh,
and ninth out of forty. Twelve Fayette County students placed in the top ten
out of all students who competed in their division with one FCPS student
scoring the highest in the Honors division. This high achiever was also the highest scoring student of
the entire scrimmage on any team. What does this say about our students? Referring back to my earlier
column on the Opportunity Myth, when we provide students with key resources that they need to be
successful in school, such as deep engagement in what they are learning and teachers who hold high
expectations, they are able to rise to the top. We must continue to set the bar high for all students and
believe that they can reach it. It’s programs like these that are bringing students to the public school
system. I am determined to create a public school option that meets the needs of all students. I’ll be
talking about these options in a future column, so stay tuned.

A Record-Breaking Celebration
National School Choice Week 2019 was a
record-setter. The largest celebration of
opportunities in education history was during
the week of January 20th-26th. Events and
activities held locally and nationwide
celebrated options such as public schools,
private schools, home schools, online
academies and multiple others. Fayette
County Public Schools shared the week’s
meaning and worth with students, faculty
and staff. Wearing yellow school-choice
scarves, they spread awareness of even the
most unique educational-alternatives.

School Board Appreciation: Can’t Thank Them Enough!
January’s National School Board Appreciation culminated with a reception to honor school board
members. Superintendent King held the event in the boardroom at FCPS Central Administration
Building. A large crowd came out to show their support to the FCPS board.

CCTE Continues to Build
Fayette-Ware’s CCTE continues
produce career-ready individuals. In
an upper-level welding class, students
were able to build new storage lockers
for their own safety gear. Under the
skillful leadership of their instructor,
Ms. Vickie Baildon, the welding
department is exceeding expectations.

Senior Project Showcase: Exhibiting Amazing Talents
The competition was intense when on Friday, January 18th, Fayette-Ware High School held its annual
Senior Project Showcase. For the third year in a row, the senior class dazzled local politicians, school
board members and other community partners, all of whom showed up in force. Choosing photos to
feature was next to impossible, as the Class of 2019 did extraordinary projects. From hologram makers
to makeovers, here are only some of our favorites.

A Demonstration of Academic Power
Weeks of dedication and sacrifices are benefitting both FCPS competitive academic teams. The FayetteWare High School Decathlon team stood against nine other groups in a multi-state scrimmage. When
the results came in, Decathlon Coach Bryan Banks proudly announced that his team placed third in the
high-level competition. The Fayette County Junior High Academic Pentathlon teams, East and West
Junior Highs, also competed in a scrimmage, but at the national level. Coaches Clint Brown and Sheila
Cassady saw the members’ commitments to their teams pay off when the standings were announced.
One of the Junior High teams placed first of the 40 teams competing and three more landed in third,
seventh and ninth places. Scoring in the top ten for their entire divisions were: Everette Doyle, Molly
Eubanks, Emma Self, Beth Anne, Ella Self, Jose’ Carrizales, Kaitlynn Finnie, Vincent Whitten, Arionna
Parker, Arianna Brandhorst, Dora Tapia and Kenni Morris. A very special shout out to East’s Everette
Doyle! Everette impressed judges and competitors alike, scoring highest in the Honors division. He was
the highest scoring student overall--in the entire competition.
With these incredible showings, both the Decathlon and Pentathlon teams will be exciting to follow, all
the way though Nationals this spring.

Wildcats sweep Ripley Tigers in the Warehouse
On Tuesday, Jan 15th, the Ripley Tigers came to town for a basketball district match up. The Lady
Wildcats opened the game with good chemistry. Offense ran smoothly and the defense was more than
adequate against the Tigers. The Lady Wildcats controlled the game from start to finish, getting the win
49-38. The Boys game was much closer in competition. Wildcats controlled the pace most of the game
but Ripley would not be denied and continued to fight for possession. Fayette Ware let the Tigers back
into the game late for a race to the finish. It was an exciting game going into double overtime, but the
Wildcats get the win 66-63!

Fayette-Ware Fall Sports Banquet held at Fayette Baptist
The Fayette Ware Fall Sports Banquet was held at Fayette Baptist Church on Thursday, Jan 17th to
honor and recognize team sports from fall sports. Students were recognized from Volleyball, Cross
Country, Girls Soccer and Football. The guest speaker was Jon Gambrell of Fayette Baptist.
“It was a nice evening of friends, family, awards and some laughs,” said Coach John Duke. “Fayette
Ware usually has one big banquet at the end of the year, but this year Dr. Diane Watkins wanted to try
having one for fall and another for spring sports. “Trying to get a year’s worth of awards out in one
night makes for a long night and very little time to talk about each awardee” said Duke. He continued,
“Everything went great” and then went on to thank: Lisa Plunk, Chas Self, Lori Peppers, House of Faith
Ministries, Fayette Baptist, Somerville McDonald’s and Milanos Pizza and the parents of players for all
their support of Fayette-Ware’s Wildcats.

Wildcats get another SWEEP; take down
Millington!
On Friday Jan 18th, Fayette-Ware Wildcats traveled to
Millington for another district matchup. Lady Wildcats went first
and once they got going, didn’t have much trouble out of the
Lady Trojans. Fayette Ware defense proved too much and
Fayette Ware wins 47-34. Wildcat Boys game was a different
story as in they just couldn’t get anything positive going or
lasting more than two possessions. And hope was fading in the
third quarter when Wildcats went down by as much as 14 but that
Wildcat spirit that almost always shows up late games arrived.
Boys started tightening on defense and caused some turnovers.
Jalon Taylor and Tre Yates both hit crucial free throws and Fayette Ware defeats Millington 70-59!

