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District Spotlight

Procedure for School Closure Due to Bad Weather
As we move into the time of year when
weather can change in just a few hours, it’s a
good idea to revisit the process of how Franklin
ISD determines whether or not to delay the start
of school or cancel school due to weather or road
conditions.

If road conditions are hazardous before
nightfall and conditions are expected to get worse
overnight, FISD may go ahead and make the
decision that evening to delay or cancel school for
the next day.

School delays or closures will be
When there is a chance for the weather
communicated to parents through KBTX, social
to change that will potentially cause poor road
media sites, and School Messenger when there
conditions, FISD mobilizes our team of people who are changes in the regular scheduled school day.
work together to collect as much information about
travel conditions as possible before making the
It is impossible for FISD to check all road
decision to delay or cancel school the next day.
conditions in the district for hazards. FISD
supports your right as a parent to keep your child
Here is our process:
home if you feel the road conditions to school are
If road conditions are not hazardous before unsafe at any time.
nightfall but conditions are expected to get worse
overnight, FISD will check with TXDot and drive
major highways and FM roads beginning at 4:00
a.m. the morning of a possible safety concern to
determine if school will be delayed or cancelled for
that day. Most of the time, school delay or closure
will be determined in the morning by 5:00 a.m.
prior to the start of bus routes.
The Lion’s Roar is published out of the FISD Technology Department, P.O. Box 909, Franklin, Texas 77856.
For information pertaining to this section, contact Joe Squiers or Arlisa Hrncir (979) 828-7100.
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As we embark on a new calendar
year,
I want to take the time to recognize
18th - Boys & Girls Basketball @ Troy
Franklin High School’s blessings in
6:00 p.m.
2018. We experienced many athletic,
academic, and personal successes
22nd - Boys & Girls Basketball @
throughout the year. I attribute these
Cameron 6:00 p.m.
successes to the support of the Franklin
School Community. Without this
support, Franklin High School would
25th - FHS Career Fair
not be one of the best high schools in
Main Gym
the state of Texas. Also, when you have
Boys & Girls Basketball vs. Lexington
an opportunity to do so, I ask that you
6:00 p.m.
take a moment to thank a teacher for
their efforts with the students of our
26th - Little Lionettes Dance Clinic community. Many of these teachers
work far more hours than are required
@ RRE Dance Room
with little or no added pay to raise the
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
students’ academic, athletic, and overall
citizenship.
29th - Boys & Girls Basketball @
We took benchmark tests for
McGregor 6:00 p.m.
English I and II on January 15th. We
use benchmark test data to build our
tutorial program as we draw closer to
the EOC exam in April. Please help
us remind your child to continue to
focus on education during the spring
1st - Boys & Girls Basketball vs.
semester. FFA competitions, livestock
Academy 6:00 p.m.
shows, basketball, baseball, softball,
Little Lionettes Dance Performance
track, tennis, and golf are only a few of
HS Gym, Varsity Boy’s halftime
the things that occur during the spring
semester. Sprinkle in prom and Building
Softball @ Navasota 6:00 p.m.
Toward Our Future Scholarship Night
and it is easy to see why students can
lose focus on their academic endeavors!
5th - Boys & Girls Basketball @

FEBRUARY

Rockdale 6:00 p.m.

8th - Boys Basketball @ Rogers
6:00 p.m.
9th - Softball vs. Alumni 11:00 a.m.

Sincerely,
Russell White
Principal
Franklin High School

Rashawn Green
junior

James Little
junior

Seth Spiller
sophomore

m pus News
Counselor’s
Corner

Get to know
your Teachers!

Carrie Shields

Jill Patton

What made you want to start teaching? I started my career working
Course(s) taught:
with kids as the Youth Sports Director at the Post Oak YMCA in Houston,
World Geography
Texas back in 2001. Although I was getting to work with kids from a
coaching standpoint, after a few years I realized that I also wanted to use my talents in education
and in the classroom in addition to just coaching. I got my first teaching job at Duchesne Academy in
Houston in 2004 and I was hooked!
What do you love most about teaching at Franklin High School?
I am the product of a 6A High School in Kingwood, Texas, and I knew that I didn’t want to go that big
in terms of making an impact on kid’s lives. I fell in love with Franklin the second I walked on campus
to interview with Mrs. Ely over 12 years ago! I love the small town atmosphere and how respectful
the kids are…so much so, that I drove from College Station for 9 years just to teach in Franklin! Not
to sound cheesy, but it’s not “work” when you love what you do and where you do it.
What do you do in your free time?
Skiing, hiking, running, sports, concerts
What is your biggest fear?
My parents and other family members getting older
Where did you go to college?
Bachelor’s Degree (TCU-1999)
Master’s Degree (Texas A&M-2007)
If you could vacation anywhere, where would you go?
Since I teach Geography, I have always wanted to hike up to the Inca’s ancient civilization Machu
Picchu in the Andes Mountains of Peru.

Ciara Wade
junior

Mya Booker
junior

This year, the Franklin High School Career
Day is scheduled for Friday, January 25.
We look forward to hosting presenters from
across the state who will share their career
knowledge with students. Typical sessions
will include information about education
and training requirements, job description
details, required skills, benefits and “perks,”
question and answer time, and personal
insights designed to motivate and encourage
students. Our purpose is to help students set
goals and plan for the future.
Throughout the day, students will be able
to select and attend seven 30-minute
presentation sessions. Additionally, they
will be able to browse the exhibit area
where businesses, colleges, and military
representatives will set up displays in the
gym.
We are so grateful for the many friends of
Franklin that have volunteered their time
to share their valuable knowledge with our
students!

Jessie Medcalf
senior
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18th -19th - FMS Softball Girls
@ SFA Tournament
- Centex Honor Band Auditions
24th - Boys & Girls Basketball vs.
Cameron 5:00 p.m.
25th - 8th grade Career Fair
- Progress reports
29th - 30th - BENCHMARKS
30th - GT Science 3:30 p.m.
31st - Boys & Girls Basketball
@ Lexington 5:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY

7th - Boys & Girls Basketball
@ Rockdale 5:00 p.m.
9th - Boys Basketball Tournament
@ Buffalo 5:00 p.m.
11th - Boys & Girls Basketball
@ Cameron 5:00 p.m.
13th - GT Science 3:30 p.m.
18th - Staff Development
27th - Spring Pictures
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Teacher Feature
Teams working together
= student success.

Franklin Middle School’s 5th
It’s hard to believe that it’s
grade team of teachers enjoy
already 2019. Our students
helping smooth the
have many activities in the
(sometimes rough) transition from
spring, so it is a busy time of
elementary to middle school
year. We will have our first
round of STAAR benchmarks Deanne Sanders
Social Studies
on January 29th & 30th.
		 Mrs. Sanders
Our students are busy with
graduated from Sam
basketball games and band Houston State University.
She is in her 29th year of teaching,
contests. I would like to
and her 27th year here at Franklin.
congratulate the 6th-8th
Mrs. Sanders loves teaching
grade students on winning the social studies. She also incorporates
District UIL Academic Meet. cursive handwriting into her lessons,

In recent months, we have
seen an increase in the
usage of e-cigarettes. I am
including a link to a fact sheet
from the surgeon general on
e-cigarettes. Please review
this with your child.
https://e-cigarettes.
surgeongeneral.gov/
documents/SGR_ECig_
ParentTipsheet_508.pdf

because she thinks it is important and
that everyone should learn how to
write in cursive.
In addition to her teaching
duties, Mrs. Sanders coaches several
UIL teams.

Our 5th grade team wouldn’t be
complete without the help of
Crystle Gustavus, in the Math Lab
and Joshelyn Lively in the Special
Education Department.

m pus News
NJHS and StuCo held a Canned Goods Drive and a
Penny Wars Competition with all proceeds going to our
local food pantry.
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Corner
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There are many different ways that we can help
our children to be more successful students. Below
is a reminder of ten keys to school success.

m

Sleep Well: Teens and young adults should be
getting 8 to 10 hours per night. Enough sleep is
critical for your body and brain function.
Eat Right: Healthy and balanced meals give your
body and mind energy to work well throughout the
day.
Do Your Homework: Making it a habit to do your
homework each night will help you practice skills
and be ready for class.
Pay Attention in Class: Focusing and using class
time wisely is one of the best ways to get ahead in
school.

8th Grade Class Winners

Get Involved: Research shows that school
involvement can be a big determining factor for
school success. Kids who are involved with after
school activities such as sports and clubs are more
likely to do well in school.
Think Positive: Things may get challenging at
times, but it is important to stay positive.
Ask For Help: Seek out and ask for help when you
feel you might need help.
Stay Organized: Write down homework
assignments in a consistent place. Keeping pages
organized will help you study, turn in work and do
better on tests.
Make Goals: Give yourself something you want to
attain by the end of the nine weeks. Then make a
plan and stick with it.
Take Risks: This is a time when you start to grow
up and figure out who you are in the world. Take
risks and be brave.
As a parent and educator, I am always looking
for things to help our children. This list is a good
reminder of ways to help encourage them.
As always if you have any questions or concerns,
you can contact me at jreagan@franklinisd.net or
(979) 828-7200.

6th Grade Class Winners

Thanks!
Mrs. Reagan
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8th - Student Council Meeting
7:30 a.m.
16th - GT Science @ the Middle
School 3:30 p.m.
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Christie Smitherman

8 Tips for Improving
Your Child’s Self-Esteem
Self-esteem is your opinion of yourself and
your abilities. It can be high, low or somewhere
inbetween. While everyone occasionally has
doubts about themselves, low self-esteem can
leave you feeling insecure and unmotivated.

1. Be nice to yourself. Make an effort to be
kind to yourself and, if you do slip up, try to
challenge any negative thoughts.
School 3:30 p.m.
2. Be yourself. Comparing yourself to other
people is a sure-fire way to start feeling
crummy. Try to focus on your own goals
and achievements, rather than measuring
them against someone else’s.
3. Get movin’. Exercise is a great way to
5th - Student Council Meeting
increase motivation, practice setting goals
and build confidence.
7:30 a.m.
4. Nobody’s perfect. Always strive to be
the best version of yourself, but it’s also
important to accept that perfection is an
12th - 4th grade Writing Benchmark
unrealistic goal.
5. Remember that everyone makes mistakes.
You’ve got to make mistakes in order to
13th - GT Science @ MS
learn and grow.
3:30 p.m.
6. Focus on what you can change. Try to
focus your energy on identifying the things
that are within your control and seeing
19th - 2nd grade Field Trip to Rudder
what you can do about them.
7. Do what makes you happy. If you spend
Tower/Texas Roadhouse
time doing the things you enjoy, you’re more
likely to think positively. Try to schedule in a
little you-time every day.
27th - GT Science @ MS
8. Surround yourself with a supportive squad.
Find people who make you feel good about
3:30 p.m.
yourself and avoid those who tend to
trigger your negative thinking.

30th - GT Science @ the Middle

FEBRUARY

28th - 2nd grade Hard Hats for Little
Heads @ TAMU

Taken from The Parent and Family Engagement
Connection, Volume 15, 2nd Quarter.

Fun at the
Ranch
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Christmas Fun

Kimberley Hudson
Happy New Year!
There are a some people and organizations
that I would like to THANK that have helped our
students here at Reynolds Elementary.
The Franklin United Methodist Church bought
over 30 coats for some of our students. It was
such a blessing to be able to give out these coats
and see the smiles on the students’ faces when
they received them.
Some families bought Christmas gifts for students
that needed them this season. The parents
seemed very appreciative when they were
told that Santa had left some presents in the
counselor’s office for their children.
The M.A.S.H. organization out of College Station
gathered several Christmas toys for some of our
children here.
The Brazos Valley Food Bank has been delivering
food packs each and every week to over 20
students. Each week these students get to take
home in their backpacks non-perishable food
items such as pudding, macaroni and cheese
and granola bars. The children get to enjoy these
snacks throughout the weekend.
A big THANK YOU goes out to all of the above,
all of our volunteers and all the parents for all that
you do for our school.

Doc Hogan
presents
to RRE
students
during
Community
Helper’s
Week.

We are still in need of Pride Pals to visit with
students each week. If you could spare a little
time each week to mentor a student, please print
a form from our website, or come by and pick up
a form from the office. We have some students
now in need of a little attention and TLC from a
trusted adult.
If you are a family in need, or you know of a family
in need, please do not hesitate to call and let me
know. I may be able to help put you in touch with
an organization that can help.
Kimberley Hudson
RRE Counselor
khudson@franklinisd.net
(979) 828-7300
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