Welcome Message

FROM SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Nate Carman
It is with great
excitement that I
welcome you to		
the 2018-2019
school year!

WITH NO TAX INCREASE!
Bond Election totaling approximately
$40 million proposed by trustees
San Benito school leaders
continue with their vision, goals
and plans to become the Gold
Standard in ALL areas of public
education. In doing so, the
Board of Trustees called for a
bond election which will be held
on Tuesday, November 6.
The proposed bond election
is estimated at approximately
$40 million and will include a
state-of-the-art performing arts
center, an aquatics center and
an indoor multipurpose athletic
facility. It’s important to point
out that tax payers will not
experience an increase in taxes
due to the district paying off one
bond this year.
A school bond election is a bond
issue by a public school district,
typically to finance a building or
project or other capital project.

During the summer months,
trustees appointed a Bond
Committee comprised of local
residents to recommend proposed
projects. Discussions regarding
the committee’s recommendations
took place during the Building
Committee meeting on Tuesday,
August 7. The school board
then called for the bond election
during their regular meeting on
Tuesday, August 14.
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Nate Carman said, “They
worked very diligently to
identify and determine the
future needs of the district.
We appreciate the hard work
and efforts of the committee
members who worked tirelessly
in arriving on the proposed
projects which will be included
in the 2018 Bond Election.”

District officials held two Town
Hall Meetings, including the
first one at the San Benito
Riverside Middle School
cafeteria on Tuesday, September
25 at 6:30 PM and the second
one at the San Benito High
School cafeteria on Monday,
October 15 at 6:30 PM.
Early voting began Monday,
October 22, and election day is
Tuesday, November 6.
For additional bond-related
information, please visit the
district’s website at www.sbcisd.
net and click on the “Bond
2018” tab (upper right-hand
corner of page). The district will
provide regular updates via the
website.

Parents and students enjoy
inaugural

The school year began with
enthusiasm as we launched
new programs and initiatives,
focusing on the district’s
efforts to remain competitive,
innovative, and prepared as we
strive to educate our students
for 21st Century learning.
This year, we will continue to
focus on the District’s 2021
Re-Imagine Strategic Plan,
with a specific focus on our
district facilities. While a few
buildings, such as Landrum
Elementary, have already
completed renovations, we
are continuing to work on
upgrades throughout the
district. We are especially
excited about the possibility
of future growth and added
academic facilities.

development of a state-of-theart performing arts center, an
aquatics center, and an indoor
multipurpose athletic facility,
all of which will enhance
academic opportunities for our
students at NO tax increase.

The Board of Trustees called
for a bond election to be
held on Tuesday, November
6, 2018. The proposed bond,
estimated at approximately $40
million, will go towards the

Best of luck this academic year!

STEAM Night

Exciting things are happening at the district’s
new STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Mathematics) Academy.
The STEAM Academy hosted the
inaugural “STEAM Night” to welcome the
parents of students that are now attending
the STEAM Academy as well as to
showcase the school and provide students
with hands-on opportunities.
“We’re excited about everything that’s
going to be taking place here, but we’re
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more excited about the learning - that
enhanced learning - that is going to be
taking place in our children,” explained
STEAM Academy Principal Elsa Lambert
as she described the STEAM Academy’s
emphasis on project-based learning and
the enhancement of a child’s critical
thinking skills.
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We welcome this new school
year and thank you for
supporting San Benito Schools
and sharing in our vision to be
the Gold Standard in all areas
of public education.

Sincerely,
Dr. Nate Carman
Superintendent of Schools
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Business and community partners
ensure success of Back-to-School Fair
The district’s first-ever back-toschool rally proved be a huge
success, with over 900 school
supply kits issued to our students
courtesy of KRGV TV Channel
5’s Teach The Children as well
as over 600 backpacks issued
thanks to the generosity of
several sponsors.

TEA announces distinguished schools
Congratulations to the following campuses for receiving 2018 state accountability
distinctions from the Texas Education Agency:

Shown are (l-r): Norma Boland, Vice-President of First Community Bank San Benito; Alfredo Garcia, Jr., Vice-President and Director of Operations
of Noble Texas Builders; Dr. Nate Carman, Superintendent of Schools; Luis
Gonzales, Jr., Coordinator for Family and Community Engagement (FACE);
and Janette M. Rodriguez, Coordinator for Health Services.

GOLD LEVEL $2,500

Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary
Principal Dilia Cornett, far right, stands amongst school
board trustees and campus colleagues.

The district would like to extend
their appreciation to the following
sponsors who contributed toward
a combined $7,000 in donations.
They include:

Noble Texas Builders and
Parsons Commercial

The San Benito Schools Board of Trustees recognized
the eleven campuses having earned performance
distinctions from the Texas Education Agency. Dr.
C.M. Cash Elementary received 6 of 6 distinctions. Dr.
Cash Elementary was also honored for being named
“Best Elementary School” via the Valley Morning Star’s
Reader’s Choice Awards.

Roofing Company;
SILVER LEVEL $1,000
Frost Bank; and
BRONZE LEVEL $500
First Community Bank.

Ed Downs Elementary
Pictured are (l-r): Ed Downs Elementary Principal Manuela Lopez and
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary Principal Dilia Cornett.

Ed Downs Elementary principal Manuela Lopez, far
right, is shown alongside her students and colleagues.
The San Benito Schools Board of Trustees recognized
Ed Downs for receiving 5 of 6 distinctions.

Congratulations!
Various campus principals and their staff members were recognized
during the Employee Back-to-School Convocation for the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) distinctions they received for their campus’
performance in the following areas: top 25 percent – comparative
academic growth and/or comparative closing the gaps, postsecondary
readiness, and academic achievement in English Language Arts/Reading,
Mathematics, and Science.

DR. C.M. CASH ELEMENTARY
•
•
•
•
•
•

Academic Achievement
in English Language Arts/
Reading
Academic Achievement in
Mathematics
Academic Achievement in
Science
Top 25 Percent: Comparative
Academic Growth
Top 25 Percent: Comparative
Closing the Gaps
Postsecondary Readiness

ED DOWNS ELEMENTARY
•
•
•
•
•

Academic Achievement
in English Language Arts/
Reading
Academic Achievement in
Mathematics
Academic Achievement in
Science
Top 25 Percent: Comparative
Academic Growth
Top 25 Percent: Comparative
Closing the Gaps

•
•

Academic Achievement in
Mathematics
Academic Achievement in
Science

•
•

FRANK ROBERTS 		
ELEMENTARY
•

Top 25 Percent:
Comparative Academic
Growth

DR. RAUL GARZA, JR.
STEAM ACADEMY
•
•

Academic Achievement
in English Language Arts/
Reading
Academic Achievement in
Science

Angel Mendez
Vice-President

M.L. Garcia
Secretary

Orlando López
Trustee

•

Top 25 Percent:
Comparative Academic
Growth

Top 25 Percent:
Comparative Academic
Growth

Victor Eloy Rosas
Trustee

Janie G. Silva
Trustee

Sonia Weaver
Trustee

BERTA CABAZA 		
MIDDLE SCHOOL
•

Top 25 Percent:
Comparative Academic
Growth

SAN BENITO VETERANS
MEMORIAL ACADEMY
•

Academic Achievement
in English Language Arts/
Reading

A special thanks is also being
extended to additional sponsors,
including: Cameron County Justice
of the Peace Judge Jesus “Chuy”
Garcia, Jr. who contributed $200;
the Law Office of Noe Alaniz,
who contributed $150; and the
Law Office of Adolfo Cordova,
who contributed $150.

event become a reality; Norma
Boland, Vice-President of First
Community Bank in San Benito,
and Judge Jesus “Chuy” Garcia,
Cameron County Justice of the
Peace, for assisting the district
with securing sponsors for this
event; San Benito High School
Principal Isabel Solis and her
staff for hosting the event; and
the FACE Department staff for
their assistance in coordinating
the distribution of backpacks and
school supply kits.

A sincere word of appreciation
is extended to members of the
Back-to-School Fair Committee
which was spearheaded by Luis
D. Gonzales, Jr. and Janette
M. Rodriguez – who worked
with fellow district leaders and
department heads in seeing this

School supplies
available for
migrant students
The San Benito CISD Migrant
Education Program (MEP) is
currently distributing basic
school supplies to local migrant
students. In order to receive
school supplies, migrant
students must meet eligibility
guidelines for MEP services.
Supplies are being distributed
at the Migrant Department
Office, located within the
Landrum Educational Complex
at 450 S. Dowling Street. The
distribution will continue
throughout the 2018-2019
academic year, based on the
availability of supplies.

Pictured, from left, are MEP
recruiters Irma Rodriguez,
Nelda Agado, and Rachel
Sandoval and NGS (New
Generation System) data
specialist Minerva Galvan.
Local MEP initiatives are
aimed at helping migrant
students succeed in school
and successfully transition to
postsecondary education or
employment. For additional
information, please contact
Connie Cruz, Title I/Migrant
Program Coordinator, at (956)
361-6311.

Telemundo & Communities in
Schools partner with campus

FRED BOOTH 		
ELEMENTARY

•

•

of Trustees

Academic Achievement in
Science
Postsecondary Readiness

•

•

San Benito CISD Board

SAN BENITO 		
HIGH SCHOOL

LA PALOMA ELEMENTARY

•

Rangerville Elementary principal Nora Martinez, far
right, is shown alongside trustees, students, and
campus colleagues. Board trustees recognized
Rangerville for receiving 4 of 6 performance
distinctions from the Texas Education Agency.

JUDGE OSCAR DE LA FUENTE
ELEMENTARY

RANGERVILLE ELEMENTARY
Academic Achievement in
Mathematics
Academic Achievement in
Science
Top 25 Percent: Comparative
Closing the Gaps
Postsecondary Readiness

Rangerville Elementary

Businesses such as First
Community Bank - San Benito
and Noble Texas Builders were
among the very first organizations
to partner with San Benito Schools
leaders to purchase backpacks and
school supplies for distribution at
the back-to-school fair.

Preparing for a
new school year

A Message
FROM THE SCHOOL
BOARD PRESIDENT

Michael A. Vargas
As your San Benito CISD School
Board of Trustees, we welcome
each of you, our students,
parents, teachers, staff, and
community members to a new
academic year!
We are especially excited to
begin this school year as we have

implemented new programs,
projects, and are beginning to
work on initiatives that have
been identified through our 2021
Strategic Plan. Accomplishing
many of these goals and starting
on new ones reaffirms our
commitment to our students,
teachers, and the community.

We believe that by continuing
to invest in our district,
infrastructure, programs, and
educational resources, we are
providing our students with the
highest quality education.
On behalf of San Benito Schools,
may you have a great year!

Telemundo and Communities In Schools joined forces to provide backpacks filled with
school supplies to approximately 50 Berta Cabaza Middle School students. Telemundo
is promoting a campaign, Apoyando Nuestras Escuelas (Supporting Our Schools),
according to Principal Saul Ibarra, who joined the students and entity representatives
during the distribution of backpacks.

Henry Cisneros, Mayor of San Antonio from 1981 to 1989 and
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) from 1993
to 1997 during the Clinton Administration, provided inspiring
words to district, campus, and department leaders as they prepared
to kick-off the new school year. Pictured are, from left, San Benito
Schools board secretary M.L. Garcia, Cisneros, board president
Michael A. Vargas, trustee Sonia Weaver, board vice-president
Angel Mendez, and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman.
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Trustees recognized
at TASB Conference
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District to host
San Benito CISD will host its first
annual Wellness Awareness
Walk on Saturday, November 3,
2018, from 8:30 AM to 11:30
AM at Bobby Morrow Stadium.
The event is free and open to all
community members ready to
embrace an active and healthy
lifestyle and build a healthier community.

VMA welcomes
incoming freshmen

Community sponsors are invited to partner with the district in helping make this event a success, particularly in
raising scholarship monies for San Benito High School seniors that will be entering the medical field. Event sponsors
are encouraged to register by Friday, October 26.

Pictured are (l-r): Trustee and School Board President Michael A. Vargas,
and TASB Executive Director James Crow.

San Benito Schools Board President Michael A. Vargas
received an award during the Texas Association of School
Boards (TASB) 2018 Delegate Assembly for his service on
the TASB Legislative Advisory Council and for serving as a
representative of the TASB Legislative Committee.

Approximately 300 incoming
freshmen – members of the San
Benito High School Class of
2022 – gathered at San Benito
Veterans Memorial Academy
(VMA) for the traditional
“Fish Camp” Orientation that
is designed to help freshman
transition from middle school to
high school. San Benito CISD
welcomes all incoming freshmen
and wishes them the best of luck
this year!

Thank you United Way!

United Way of Northern Cameron County
Executive Director Jessica Belschner, second from
left, presents a $375 donation to the district’s Family
and Community Engagement Department for the
Stuff the Bus Campaign. The donation allowed
the department to purchase additional school
supplies for students within the district. Shown
with Belschner, are from left, Lali Betancourt, who
previously served as a United Way board member
and is currently serving as a United Way volunteer;
Luis D. Gonzales, Jr., past United Way board
president and current board member; San Benito
Schools Board President Michael A. Vargas; and
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman.

Because the freshman grade
level is a crucial point for
students transitioning to high
school and career planning, the

freshman orientation provides
students from the three middle
schools with an opportunity to
get to know one another while
learning the expectations of high
school life prior to the first day
of school.
VMA Principal Gilbert Galvan
explains that not only is the
event designed to be a fun-filled
event, it also helps students
learn about testing requirements,
rules, grade points, career
planning and future goals,
including making a smooth
transition to high school and
eventually, college.

“The event was a total
success! These young
men and women are
our future leaders.
They are the future
professionals of our
society,” Galvan said.
“They are college ready, but
we are going to make them
super ready for graduation and
college. We’ll be preparing
them to be ‘TSI-ready’ in the
fall so that they can begin taking
dual enrollment courses in the
spring,” he added.

Renovation projects are
underway throughout district
Pictured are (l-r): Trustee Victor Rosas, Trustee Orlando López, and
Trustee Sonia Weaver who also attended the conference.

Significant progress has taken place across the district on multiple projects
aimed at improving the learning environment for San Benito CISD.

Trustee Orlando López was selected as a Delegate during the
conference, alongside Trustee Victor Rosas who was named an
Alternate Delegate.
TASB is a nonprofit association established in 1949 to serve
public school boards. School board members are the largest
group of publicly elected officials in the state, and the
districts they represent serve more than 5.3 million public
school students.

KSBG TV brings
Greyhound football
to faithful fans

Thank You!
Joe Garcia and Sebastian Martinez of Employee Retirement
Services met with campus leaders and students, providing
backpacks filled with school supplies.

KSBG TV, the San Benito Schools television station, is
broadcasting each Greyhound varsity football game at 12:00
noon and 7:00 PM on the Monday following the respective game.

Projects recently completed
include the development
of the Dr. Raul Garza, Jr.
STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) Academy, the
transformation of Landrum
Elementary into the Landrum
Educational Complex, and the

partial face-lift of San Benito
High School – including the
installation of new ceiling tiles
and flooring, painting, and the
refinishing of doors in the A
and B hallways as well as new
flooring and a fresh coat of paint
in the school’s front office.

Additional projects include
the installation of LED
lights at select campuses, the
replacement of lights at the San
Benito High School softball
and baseball fields, and the
construction of canopies at
various campuses.

The broadcast is available only on that day and at those times
via Spectrum digital cable channel 1301 or directly on viewers’
mobile devices, smart televisions or computers via Livestream,
www.livestream.com/KSBG/Live, or on the KSBG website,
www.ksbgtv.com – just click on the “LIVE” button.
Copies of individual games or the entire season will be available
for purchase from KSBG TV after the conclusion of the state
football playoffs.

Congratulations to Varsity Volleyball Coach Ruby Medina and the Lady Hounds for winning top
honors at a tournament held in Donna, Texas. Alysa Naranjo earned MVP honors while teammate
Ariel Garcia was named to the All-Tournament team.
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Off to a
great start!

FFA students
attend Area X FFA

Leadership
Camp
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr.
STEAM Academy focuses
instruction on science,
technology, engineering,
arts and mathematics and
staff members are prepared
to provide an innovative and
exciting learning experience
for the 578 students
currently enrolled at that
campus.

Congratulations

to Miller Jordan!
Librarians encourage students to develop a love for reading
and in doing so, sponsor a Battle of the Books competition
for secondary students and a Battle of the Bluebonnets
competition for elementary students. Librarians are making
plans to host these events next semester. Miller Jordan Middle
School has won the district’s Battle of the Books title in 2017
and 2018 while competing against teams from the district’s
other secondary campuses to include San Benito middle
schools and Veterans Memorial Academy.

San Benito Veterans Memorial
Academy students attended
the Area X FFA Leadership
Camp in Mercedes. The FFA
Organization is one of America’s
best leadership training grounds.
The camp reflected on how
students can strengthen personal
skills, learn to manage their time
and discover how to respect
themselves and gain respect
from others, according to

sponsor Eddie Garcia. Students
developed their cooperative
learning skills, interpersonal
teamwork skills, communication
skills, human relations and social
interaction skills. Students also
learned how to develop their
potential for premier leadership,
personal growth, and career
success through agricultural
education. They also learned
how to become FFA officers at

is Elementary Curriculum.
Mathematics instruction is
strictly based on hands-on
and reasoning skills on a
daily basis. The school’s
fine arts program will offer
ukulele, violin, piano, guitar,
dance, theater, design,
among other forms of art.

the chapter, district, area, state
and national level. It is safe to say
that whatever students do after
high school, they will always be
able to use the leadership skills
that they gain in FFA.
“Students learned to think
on their feet and share their
ideas through public speaking
and parliamentary procedure
events,” Garcia said.

Principal Elsa Lambert explains
how this particular campus differs
from others.
“It differs in that we are in the
process of certifying our campus
as a STEM campus under the
National Institute of Science
Education,” Lambert explains.
“One-third of teachers will be
STEM certified. In addition,
one-third of the teachers will be
Google certified, and one-third
will be Microsoft certified.”
Teachers also received summer
training for Project Based
Learning and for the Engineering

SBHS drumline
sharpens skills
The award-winning San Benito High School Mighty Greyhound
Band Percussion Ensemble performed their show, “NXY:
Goddess of the Night,” during the Roma Gladiator Drumline
and Color Guard Competition held at the Roma High School
gymnasium in Roma, Texas.
Percussion Ensemble section leaders include Miah Cardoza
and Nick Gomez (front ensemble). The Percussion Ensemble
performs under the leadership of Director of Bands Dayri
Mendoza and instruction of percussion assistant directors Jorge
Mujica and Raul Garza.
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The remodeled facility
allows for activities which
would otherwise not be
possible and is equipped with 3D
printers, drones, green screens,
chrome books, among other
innovative technology.
“We have a state-of-the-art
Engineering room, a remodeled
science lab, and a remodeled
computer lab that will house the
Minecraft Education program for
coding. Instruction will focus on
problem solving, leadership, and
creativity,” Lambert added.
The school hosted a STEAM Night
in August to showcase the various
offerings and also took time to
honor the contributions to the

San Benito SkillsUSA
represented in
Washington, D.C.

school’s former assistant principal,
Michael Salinas, who passed away
prior to the start of the school year.
Those in attendance, including
students Isabella Pierce and
Annabella Garza, had fun taking
part in many hands-on activities.
Isabella Pierce explained that she
had a chance to paint and work
on coding and work on the Mine
Craft Lab.

San Benito Schools proudly welcomed students to the first
day of the new school year. From the earliest learners to
college-bound graduates, San Benito students
are encouraged to believe that the possibilities are
unlimited when it comes to achieving
their educational goals.

Annabella Garza enjoyed painting,
participating in Mine Craft Lab
and Science and Math activities.
“Most of the activities are handson and they were really fun,”
Garza said.
Parent Pamela Rodriguez spoke
highly of staff members and said
that her children look forward to
exciting things this school year.
“My kids are excited about the
science projects, and about being
able to be back with kids they
are used to, and meeting new
students,” Rodriguez said.

Ramirez and Lawrence are pictured during the SkillsUSA
national event in Washington, D.C.

San Benito High School Audio Visual (AV)
Production student Nayeli Ramirez and her
instructor and SkillsUSA Chapter 3152 advisor
Joel Rodriguez recently attended the 2018
SkillsUSA Washington Leadership Training
Institute in Washington, D.C.
The national SkillsUSA event offered advanced training
for students and advisors that focused on professionalism,
communication and leadership skills. It also allowed
members the opportunity to share their SkillsUSA and career
and technical education experiences with elected officials.
Ramirez, a SkillsUSA District 13B officer, had the
opportunity to meet with National SkillsUSA Executive
Director Tim Lawrence during her time at nation’s capital.
Educational activities included congressional visits, guided
tours of historical museum such as the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, evening tours of national
monuments such as the Washington Monument on the
National Mall, a visit to the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial, and
a wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington
National Cemetery.
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Strong

Foundation
The district continues reaching for excellence with the focus
on providing a strong foundation beginning in a child’s
formative years. This school year, the district began offering
free full-day pre-kindergarten for three-year old students
enrolled at Fred Booth Elementary, Rangerville Elementary
and Frank Roberts Elementary. The program is offered in
partnership with NINOS, Inc. Head Start.
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Congratulations

Greyhound
Marching Band
Early College Academy
helping students obtain

college credit

“The plan is to continue to grow the program; therefore,
next year we will have 10th and 11th graders, and the
following year, we will accommodate 10th -12th graders.”
- AMY RODRIGUEZ-LOPEZ, EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
One of the district’s initiatives for 2018-2019, the Early
College Academy is a program designed to provide
students with 36-42 college credit hours before they
graduate.
Students take two dual enrollment courses in the fall
and two in the spring each year starting as sophomores.
This marks the first time that the district provides such
opportunities for students and there are 102 currently
enrolled.
“Essentially, students will complete their (2 years of) college
basics by the time they graduate high school. The program
is a partnership between Texas A&M University - Kingsville
and San Benito CISD,” said Amy Rodriguez-Lopez, the Early
College Academy Assistant Principal.
The majority of the students are currently enrolled in
History, Speech, Art History, and College Algebra. There
are six students who take government after school at SBHS
because they have taken the other dual enrollment courses
between Spring 2018 and Summer 2018, she explained.

The Early College
Academy has
many benefits for
participants.

The San Benito High School Mighty Greyhound Marching Band competed in the Bands of America®
South Texas Regional Championship marching contest in McAllen, Texas. The marching band, under
the leadership of the school district’s Director of Bands Dayri Mendoza and the band program staff,
fared quite well – placing fourth place in the preliminary round and, thus, earning the opportunity to
perform in the finals round. The drum majors that led the award-winning marching band on the field
are Ivan Hernandez, Luis Moreno, and Angel Contreras.
Only ten bands of 29 scheduled groups advanced to finals. The Mighty Greyhound Marching
Band finished fourth place overall – the highest of all Rio Grande Valley bands in attendance!

“Students are able to take and
experience college courses while
in high school and earn credit
for college and high school
and be better prepared for the
expectations after they graduate.
Instead of taking college basics
in large auditorium classes,
students are able to take courses
in a smaller setting. This gives
them an opportunity to get to
know their professors and ask
for help,” she said. “Students will

be saving approximately $14,000
in tuition by completing their
basics in high school. Students
are being challenged to take
higher level courses, including
dual enrollment, AP, Pre-AP,
etc. that will make them more
college and career ready!”

While it has
taken time to
adjust, students
are enjoying the
course work.
“They have the opportunity
to take the courses and talk
to their professors three days

a week. During their ‘off
days’ students work on their
homework assignments, test
reviews, etc. They will also be
preparing for their TSI test if
they have a subject they have
not passed. Because we are able
to meet with the students on
a regular basis, we will guide
them through the process of
applications and deadlines they
need to meet to continue taking
college courses. When they
are seniors, we will be guiding
them through the process of
financial aid and scholarships
to prepare them for when they
graduate and continue onto
the university of their choice,”
Rodriguez-Lopez said.
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San Benito High School (SBHS)
seniors recently discussed
their future educational plans
with representative from over
60 college and university at
the school’s University Day
event. Participants learned
about university admissions,
programs of study, student life,
financial aid and other important
requirements.
Alex Salinas, San Benito High
School Higher Ed Coordinator,
explained that college nights,
financial aid nights, university
days afford students the
opportunity to speak directly
with university representatives
and recruiters. “A lot of students
say, ‘I don’t have the luxury of
traveling to see these schools
personally.’ Well, we’re going to
bring the universities to them,”
said Salinas.
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Seniors visit with
college representatives

San Benito students honor
local first responders
In remembrance of the many
heroes that lost their lives on
September 11, San Benito
Schools honored local first
responders for their bravery as
well as for their service to and
protection of the community.
Among the individuals honored
were members of the San Benito
CISD Police Department, the
San Benito Fire Department,
different Emergency Medical
Services systems, and various
other law enforcement agencies.

“We are looking forward to
helping students apply, get
admitted and make sure that
they get their questions answered
about what it takes to go to these
great schools,” he added.
Senior Daniela Rojas indicated
that she had already narrowed
down her choices to three
universities across Texas. She
said, “I’m just trying to get more
information to see which one
would be the best for me as a
student.”

Districtwide, campus personnel,
and students demonstrated
their appreciation, respect,

For additional information, SBHS
Seniors can visit the College
and Career “Go Center,” located
within the SBHS library.

and honor for emergency first
responders by providing sweet
treats, making cards, or singing

songs and reading poetry during
special commemorative school
assemblies.

In San Benito,

“No kid fights alone”

Community
enjoys traditional
pow wow
Students enjoyed a special presentation of the vibrant sights
and powerful sounds of an authentic Native American
cultural pow wow. Held at San Benito Veterans Memorial
Academy, the special presentation was sponsored by the Texas
Heritage and Independence Celebration Association. The
association also hosted a day-long event for the community
that featured a Gourd Dance and performances by the
Diamond Creek Crown Dancers and Sahawe Dancers.

To commemorate Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, San Benito CISD recognized local children
who have or have had life threatening illnesses. In honor of those children and many others, the school
district’s After School Program sponsored a community “Light It Up Gold” balloon release on Saturday,
September 29, at Bobby Morrow Stadium prior to the start of the Greyhound football game.
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District loses
dedicated
employee
prepare for the

Administrators
new year

District and campus leaders attended a three-day
administrative leadership retreat at San Benito Veterans
Memorial Academy.

District welcomes new teachers

Leaders reviewed administrative procedures and
participated in informative sessions in preparation for
the new school year. They heard from various speakers,
including Mark White of the International Center for
Leadership in Education (ICLE) and attorneys with
the law offices of O’Hanlon, Demerath, and Castillo.
Additionally, key district leaders presented sessions
related to human resources, purchasing, curriculum and
instruction, and other sessions in preparation for the
2018-2019 academic year.
Additional retreat sessions encompassed topics
related to financial processes and procedures, student
achievement and attendance, instructional practices and
lesson planning, and testing schedules.

Let’s be BOLD!
The school district’s Back-to-School
Convocation, held at San Benito
Veterans Memorial Academy,
featured keynote speaker Weston
Kieschnick, renowned author and
senior fellow with the International
Center for Leadership in Education.
Kieschnick’s bestselling book, “Bold
School: Old School Wisdom + New
School Technologies = Blended
Learning That Works,” embraces the
approach of combining purposeful
technology and old school wisdom
to elevate instruction and enhance
learning. During the convocation,
he shared innovative ideas that can
help redefine the district’s vision for
teaching and learning.

Saying
“thank you”

one hundred times

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman publicly
and proudly recognized the efforts of full-time
classroom teachers and classroom teaching assistants.
During the school district’s Employee Back-to-School
Convocation, Dr. Carman revealed that the Board
of Trustees had granted approval to present each
one of them with a crisp $100 bill to subsidize the
out-of-pocket expenses they make in setting up their
classrooms and buying supplies for their students.

District
welcomes
staff to the
new year

During the school district’s Back-to-School
Convocation, the San Benito High School Mighty
Greyhound Drumline provided a bold musical
welcome to the school district’s employees while the
San Benito High School and San Benito Veterans
Memorial Academy cheerleaders and dance teams
stood alongside cheering for everyone. The “We’re
Going for the Bold” superheroes theme set a tone
of excitement for the 2018-2019 school year.

Mr. Salinas passed away suddenly
on the afternoon of Tuesday,
August 21. The unexpected loss
came as a shock to his family,
friends, and colleagues.
He had worked at the school for
the past year, devoting a combined
15 years of service to the school
district – both as a teacher and
interventionist and, later, as a
campus administrator.
Mr. Salinas was also a licensed
paramedic and certified CPR
instructor. For over two decades,
he had worked as a paramedic
with Willacy County EMS.
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Nate Carman, district officials, and
campus administrators expressed
their sincere condolences to the
Salinas family. “We greatly
appreciate his service to the
children of this district. He
will be deeply missed,” said
Dr. Carman. “Please keep his
family members and our students
and staff in your thoughts and
prayers,” he added.

Teachers
of the year
recognized

Approximately 70 new teachers have joined the
San Benito Schools family for the 2018-2019 school
year. The newly-hired teachers attended a two-day
orientation session at San Benito Veterans Memorial
Academy. They were also given the opportunity
to select from a variety of available instructional
materials at the Landrum Educational Complex.

San Benito CISD staff members
are mourning the recent loss of a
beloved and esteemed colleague,
Michael “Mike” Bryan Salinas,
the assistant principal at the Dr.
Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy.

ICLE HELPS CREATE A 		
CULTURE OF LEARNING
District and campus administrators attended a “Creating a Culture
for Rigorous Digital Learning” training session led by International
Center for Leadership in Education (ICLE) representative Mark
White. The district’s Board-approved partnership with ICLE will
help provide assistance in making best practices and innovative
approaches to instruction and leadership a reality in local
classrooms.

Mr. Salinas is survived by his
wife, Aracely; children, Natalie,
Michael Bryan (Karen Padilla),
Chelsea; grandchildren, Charlotte
Hernandez, Rhyleigh Hernandez;
siblings, Joann Morales, Casey
Salinas, and Mark Salinas.
He also leaves behind many loving
relatives, dear friends, esteemed
colleagues, and the many children
and students whose lives he
touched throughout the years.

“The Reason Why”

As I wake this morning, ready for another day
Think of things to accomplish this day
I run down a mental list of things to do
That need completing before the day is through
I ask the Lord up in the sky
To guide me through and tell me why
I put myself through this everyday
To make a living, there’s got to be another way
From parents that complain for every last little thing
The paperwork, the broken swing
and on those days things just don’t go so well
Still have to comply with CCL
And now alas the time is here
To greet the children full of cheer
And yet one look, one joyful sigh
Reminds me of the reason why.

The poem “The Reason Why” was
written many years ago by Michael
B. Salinas while he worked as a
representative of the Child Care
Licensing (CCL) Division of the
Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services (DFPS).

Bilingual
teachers attend
training institute

This summer, San Benito Schools’ district teachers of the year (TOTY),
from left, Olga Reyes and Priscilla Gonzalez, joined other area teachers at
the Region One Education Service Center TOTY recognition banquet.
Reyes, the District Secondary TOTY, is a teacher at San Benito Veterans
Memorial Academy; Gonzalez, the District Elementary TOTY, was a
teacher at Frank Roberts Elementary and is now teaching at the Dr. Raul
Garza, Jr. STEAM Academy.

Congratulations to both!

A small token of
appreciation!
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Nate Carman and his secretary,
Peggy Rosa, recognized
the efforts of campus and
department secretaries as
essential in keeping our district
running smoothly. During the
professional development
workshop for secretaries, they
presented purple drawstring
sportpacks to each of the
attendees.
During the 4-day workshop,
attendees reviewed updates to the secretary’s handbook, payroll
procedures, finance policies and procedures, and purchasing and fixed
assets procedures. On the final day of training, district vendors were
on hand to present attendees with small tokens of appreciation such
as samples of a variety of office supplies.

SETTING GOALS
AS A DISTRICT
District and campus leaders attended a three-day
administrator’s retreat at San Benito Veterans Memorial
Academy in preparation for the new school year.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Nate Carman presented an
overview of the district’s Strategic Plan and discussed goal
setting for district leaders.

San Benito Schools bilingual teachers participated in a week-long Bilingual Institute training event in
preparation for the upcoming school year. Sessions covered strategies for teaching English Language
Learners (ELLs) and research-based models for implementing English Language Proficiency Standards
(ELPS) throughout their lessons. All participants received “Stra-tiques” (strategies + techniques) and
“ELPS at a Glance” flipbooks.
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School honors
students’
grandparents

High School band students
celebrate Parents’ Night
San Benito High School
band students celebrated
“Parents’ Night” by walking
into Bobby Morrow Stadium
accompanied by their
parents. We thank all our
band parents for their
support, encouragement,
and for being our students’
biggest fans!

District parent and
volunteer centers now open
The San Benito Schools Family
and Community Engagement
(FACE) Department was excited
to kickstart the new academic
year, proudly opening this year’s
parent and volunteer centers on
Monday, September 10.
This summer, the FACE
Department relocated their
central operations to the newly
transformed Landrum Educational
Complex, located at 450 S.
Dowling Street in San Benito.
According to FACE district
coordinator Luis D. Gonzales, Jr.,
the new location will house the
department offices, the district
attendance officers, and the
community partnerships with the
Brownsville ISD Adult Education
– English as a Second Language

(ESL) and the University of Texas
Health Science Center “Tu Salud
Si Cuenta” Diabetes Program.
“We are excited about our
department’s new location. We
have adapted to our new space
and look forward to continuing to
provide the best customer services
at the Landrum Educational
Complex,” said Gonzales.
“The complex will have a
meeting center that will be utilized
for large districtwide parent
events. The space will be shared
with the Gateway to Graduation
Academy, the Joe Callandret
Positive Redirection Center,
and five other departments now
housed at the new educational
complex,” he added.

FACE Department districtwide
events will be held on select
Fridays beginning at 10:00 AM
at the Landrum Educational
Complex. A final calendar and
schedule of said events is pending.
“Volunteer opportunities are
available at all SBCISD campus
parent and volunteer centers,”
explained Gonzales.
Gonzales and his staff cordially
invite and encourage all family and
community members to participate
in campus parent and volunteer
center activities as well as to attend
districtwide events throughout the
school year.

The Ed Downs Elementary family demonstrated their heartfelt
appreciation to their students’ grandparents in celebration of
National Grandparents Day – Sunday, September 9. Grandparents
were treated to a special breakfast celebration in recognition and
honor of continually making a difference in the
lives of their grandchildren.

For additional information,
please contact the Family
and Community Engagement

This year, the campus parent and volunteer centers will be open
from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM according to the following schedule:
MONDAY
•
Ed Downs Elementary;
•
Frank Roberts Elementary;
•
San Benito High School;
TUESDAY
•
Dr. C.M. Cash Elementary;
•
Dr. Raul Garza, Jr. STEAM
Academy;
•
Fred Booth Elementary;
•
La Encantada Elementary;
•
Sullivan Elementary;

WEDNESDAY
•
Angela G. Leal Elementary;
•
La Paloma Elementary;
•
Judge Oscar De La Fuente
Elementary;
•
Rangerville Elementary;
•
San Benito Veterans
Memorial Academy;
•
Joe Callandret Positive
Redirection Center, and
•
Gateway to Graduation
Academy;

THURSDAY
•
Berta Cabaza Middle
School;
•
Miller Jordan Middle
School, and
•
San Benito Riverside
Middle School.

Our Mission
The mission of the San Benito CISD is to provide
a premier education for all students, through a
positive and safe learning environment, so that
its graduates are college, career, and workforce
ready.

Our Vision
The vision of San Benito CISD is to be the gold
standard in all areas of public education.

Core Values
San Benito CISD believes that:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Go Greyhounds!
Parents make up our biggest fans, and we love seeing you at the games. Thank you for cheering on the
Greyhounds and supporting our students on the field and in the classroom.

•
•

All students can and will learn
All teachers can teach
High expectations for all encourage
excellence
Resources to support students’ needs must
be provided
Excellence in teaching and learning is vital
All students will be supported to pursue their
passion upon graduation
Respect for all individuals is essential
A community with shared ownership,
purpose, and commitment work well
together

WITH NO TAX INCREASE!
Bond Election totaling approximately
$40 million proposed by trustees

Multi-Purpose
Facility

Aquatics Center

Performing Arts Center

A performing arts center creates synergistic
An indoor pool opens the door for sports
opportunities among the extraordinary arts programs
opportunities that can be enjoyed throughout
For an athlete,
of San Benito Schools and the community at large to
the year, without worrying about adverse
the biggest draw
come in and use school facilities. It affords the arts
weather conditions. In addition to regular
of an indoor facility
an outlet conducive to producing remarkable
physical education classes, students can
is the quality of the playing
performances. From orchestra and classical
enjoy extracurricular activities such as
surfaces and environment. Athletes
guitar to theater and flamenco, this
competitive swimming and water
won’t be subject to uneven playing
facility will accommodate them all as
polo. An indoor swimming pool at
surfaces or extreme weather that might impact
well as being a gathering place for
the school provides a low-impact
their
play should they be performing outdoors. A
the district workforce.
alternative to students who
high-quality indoor facility is outright more appealing to
may have health issues
athletes than outdoor complexes. Especially in youth and high
and can’t participate
school sports, every athlete wants to feel like a pro. Nothing makes an
in running or other
athlete feel like a pro more than getting to play indoors on artificial turf.
outdoor activities.

The proposed bond election is estimated to cost approximately $40 million and will include a
state-of-the-art performing arts center, an aquatics center and an indoor multipurpose facility.

EARLY VOTING: OCT 22 - NOV 2

ELECTION DAY: TUESDAY, NOV 6 FROM 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

ELECTION DAY POLLING PLACES

EARLY VOTING PLACES
SITE
Riverside
Middle School

ADDRESS
35428 Padilla St.
San Benito, TX

DAY(S) TIME(S)
10/27
10AM-6PM
10/28
10AM-2PM

San Benito High
School Library

450 S. Williams Rd. 10/22San Benito, TX
10/26

9AM-6PM

San Benito
Community
Building

210 E. Heywood St. 10/22San Benito, TX
10/26
10/27
10/2911/02

9AM-6PM
10AM-6PM
9AM-6PM

PCT
17
18
19
21
22
23, Part 43
Part 24
25
40
Part 44
Part 50
51
Part 79

SITE
La Encantada Elementary
San Benito Fire Station
San Benito Community Building
Frank Roberts Elementary
Sullivan Elementary
Community Bldg. Bonita Park
Santa Maria ISD Admin. Building
Los Indios Community Center
Fred Booth Elementary
Treasure Hills Presbyterian Church
Ed Downs Elementary
La Paloma Elementary
Harlingen Medical Center

ADDRESS
35001 FM 1577
1205 S. Sam Houston Blvd.
210 E. Heywood St.
451 Biddle St.
900 Elizabeth St.
601 S. Rangerville Rd.
11119 Military Hwy. 281
309 E. Heywood
705 Zaragoza St.
2120 N. Ed Carey Dr.
1302 N. Dick Dowling St.
35076 Padilla St.
5505 US-77 Frontage Rd.

scan for more info

CITY
San Benito
San Benito
San Benito
San Benito
San Benito
Harlingen
Santa Maria
Los Indios
San Benito
Harlingen
San Benito
San Benito
Harlingen

