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Board of Directors

The Seeds of Health
Board of Directors’
long experience with
education is a clear
indicator of their
dedication to providing
children with solid and
differentiated educational opportunities.
The board strongly
believes that all
children — regardless
of geography,
economic class, or other
disposition — should
have an opportunity to
get a quality education.
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David Cullen, Member
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“Vision without action is a dream. Action without vision is simply passing the time. Action with
Vision is making a positive difference.” –Joel Barker
Dear Friends:

I am pleased to present the 2011-2012 Seeds of
Health Annual Report. While an annual report
cannot capture all of Seeds of Health’s daily
activities, it does provide an accurate snapshot of
the scope and nature of our work as well as the
successes we’ve experienced over the past year.

Since 1983, the staff and administration of Seeds
of Health has been dedicated to serving the comprehensive developmental needs of Milwaukee’s
children and adolescents. Our WIC program continues to provide health and nutrition education to
over 3,000 clients. With a sustained commitment
to growth and expansion, Seeds of Health currently exists as the only K-12 charter school district in the state of Wisconsin serving
approximately 1,200 students in four high schools
and a K-8 elementary program. Our five individual and unique education programs serve a broad
Marcia L. Spector
range of student needs — from the at-risk to the
college bound. Our schools have proven themselves by performing well in
comparison to MPS and the state as well as in comparison to national
norms. As a result, three of our school programs have met the criteria for
high performing schools.

Focusing on the opportunities and challenges of the future, Seeds of
Health will continue to be Milwaukee’s innovative “home grown” answer to
imaginative, collaborative, and cutting-edge education options. The Seeds
of Health vision is to positively impact the growth and development of urban children. We
have acted on that vision through the successful implementation of quality programs that
provide the best possible opportunities for children to thrive physically, emotionally, socially
and educationally. We look forward to fulfilling our mission with the same dedication,
determination and accountability that has made Seeds of Health a leader in creating educational environments that support diverse urban populations.
Respectfully submitted,
Marcia L. Spector
Executive Director
3

3

Campuses
T

T

M

M

WIC

G

G

WIC WA

WA

Windlake Academy
Grades 5-8

WE

WE

V

Windlake Elementary
Grades K4-4

V
Map data © 2012 Google

4

Windlake Elementary, Grades K4-4, 2433 South 15th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215
Windlake Academy, Grades 5-8, 1445 South 32nd Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215
Grandview High School, 615 West Washington Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204
Milwaukee Community Cyber (MC2) High School, 131 South First Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204
Tenor High School, 840 North Jackson Street, Milwaukee, WI 53202
Veritas High School, 3025 West Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, WI 53215
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), 1445 South 32nd Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215

At the 2011 WCSA Awards Gala: Marcia Spector (left); Sherry Tolkan, Principal of Veritas High School; Karen
Rutt, Director of Elementary Education; and Karen Swanson, Counselor at Windlake Elementary

Seeds of Health Awards 2009-2011
2011 — Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Charter Person of the Year, Third Place — Karen
Rutt, Director of Elementary Education
2011 — Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Teacher of the Year, Second Place — Karen Swanson, Seeds of Health Elementary
2011—Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Charter School of the Year, Third Place — Veritas
High School
2010 — Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Innovator of the Year, Platinum Award — Marcia
Spector, Executive Director
2010—Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Charter Person of the Year, Silver Award — David
Hase, Board President
2010—Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Charter School of the Year, Gold Award—Seeds
of Health Elementary

2010—Wisconsin Charter Schools Association —
Teacher of the Year, Silver Award — Sarah Brown,
Math Teacher, Veritas High School
2010—Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction—Seeds of Health Elementary — Wisconsin
School of Recognition
2010—Charter Education Partnership — Promising Practices — Seeds of Health Elementary
2010 — Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction—Wisconsin School of Recognition Award —
Windlake Elementary
2009—Wisconsin Charter School Association —
Charter Innovator of the Year, Silver Award —
Seeds of Health, Inc.
2009—Wisconsin Charter School
Association —Charter School of
the Year, Platinum Award —
Tenor High School

Windlake Elementary, Grades K4-4
2433 South 15th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215
Opened 1996
400 students

94% attendance rate

Chartered with the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Designated a high-performing school
Standardized test scores meet or
exceed local and state averages
100% attendance
at parent-teacher conferences

More than 70 longstanding partnerships
with community organizations, businesses
and individuals
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The Seeds of Health Elementary mission is to work in strong
partnership with parents and community to fully develop the
physical, emotional, social and intellectual potential of each
child in a safe and supportive learning environment.

“

”

Seeds of Health Elementary focuses on both the academic success and the positive
social-emotional development of our children. The sense of belonging that is

apparent at the threshold of the front door is present throughout our school day,

making it a pleasure to be a member of the Seeds of Health Elementary family!

Karen Swanson, School Counselor
Seeds of Health Elementary
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Windlake Academy and Windlake Elementary have the same mission and
together they are Seeds of Health Elementary.

Windlake Academy, Grades 5-8
1445 South 32nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53215

Began Project Lead the Way
in grades 7 and 8, and expanding the
program in 2012 to include grade 6

Numerous extracurricular and after
school activities including Basketball Club,
Booster Club, Knitting Club, Literature/Fine
Arts Club, and Volleyball Club

Participates in Milwaukee SCORES,
a soccer and literacy program. Fifth grader
James Hansen was awarded a trip to New York
to participate in the National Poetry Slam
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Community Builder

Karen Rutt, Wisconsin
Charter Schools Association
Person of the Year

“You have to look at non-traditional
ways of doing things,” says Karen
Rutt. “There isn’t one size fits all - not
in teaching, not in working with families and the community, and not in life.
It’s nothing exciting. It’s just being not
afraid to try something different.”
“It’s one reason I have so many different
business cards,” laughs Rutt. “Because I have so
many roles and do so many visits throughout the
community.”
Rutt’s educational success stems from 26 years of teaching and administrative experience
in the Brown Deer Public School System before bringing her passion for student success to
Seeds of Health in her current roles - director of primary education for Seeds of Health
Elementary (K-8th grade) and principal of Windlake Elementary (K-4th grade).
Do you have a core philosophy or ethos?
I was brought up to believe that a community is built on respect. I believe there is value in
giving and receiving. I believe everyone has a commitment to give back. And the best way
to move forward in life is to look to the gifts of one another and build on those.
What is your greatest strength?
Success is a staff-wide endeavor. We have exceptional people, tireless in pursuit of excel-
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Karen Rutt,
Community
Builder

lence. It has been my
great drive and joy, to
have committed talent
around me.
Finding people who can suspend judgment is difficult. It is
easy to judge. ‘Why would you make
this choice, or put yourself in that situation?’ The only way (to find people who suspend judgment) is by embracing different
personalities and backgrounds. We’re not into
carbon copies. There are few linear paths.
Many different journeys comprise our school
family. Yet, if there’s a common thread, it is that
we all stay alert for ways to help and individualize learning. Mission holds us together.

Do you have a core academic program?
The “Capturing Kids’ Hearts Program” was
designed by the Flippen Group out of Texas.
As the name implies the core premise is, if you
have the kid’s heart, you have their head. The
program is relationship based, understanding
that personal connection goes a long way
toward uncovering underlying issues.
It is full of non-traditional ways and means.
For instance, students enter into contracts every
year. The contract explains how we want to be
treated, how we treat others and what we do
if someone doesn’t do that? They write their
contracts - sometimes in kid language: “no
stealin” - and faculty and staff sign on. That
ranges from kindergarten – “We will be kind
friends,” signed with a thumb print - to pages
and pages of expectations.
A culture of high accountability grows. Little
discipline is necessary. It’s all laid out. Children
buy in, parents buy in. Then we can focus on
reflection before action, good decision-making, reasons behind behaviors and guidance
through consequences.
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Word is you’re well connected in the community.
I was born and raised here, and I’m committed
to Milwaukee.
I graduated from Shorewood grade school
and Whitefish Bay High School. I got my education degrees from UWM, and taught in the
Brown Deer Public School System for 26 years
– first as a first grade teacher and then as an
administrator. I came to Windlake in 1996.
The wider Milwaukee community has been a
great blessing. We have many, many – many –
partnerships, all attained in non-traditional
ways: someone who knows someone, and that
someone’s mother has a sister who would like
to help. Community makes that happens. We
get a lot of that.
For instance, our families have limited
resources. Health is a big issue. Lens Crafters
came here from Bayshore to do vision screenings on-sight. Glasses were donated. MATC’s
nurses in training come, and their dental
hygienist students do sealants.
Henry Schein Dental hosts a back-to-school
event for our families. They organize a picnic,
and provide transportation. The whole family
enjoys a meal together. They do art activities
and leave with gift boxes of back-to-school
clothes, equipment and supplies. Last year, the
Brewers’ racing sausages showed up.
Churches have been helpful. Ss. Cyril
Methodius & Maximilian Kolbe (next door) has
been fantastic. They put up a Giving Tree and
adopted 80 of our kids. Shorewest Realty
hosts a holiday party. Different schools – in
Whitefish Bay, Fox Point and West Bend have partnered with us. We do pen pal programs and student exchanges. They also stock
a gently-used coat closet for us. Then we have
a day where families can come in and get
what they need.
Community generosity becomes givebacks.

During the holidays, we have a lot of raffles:
the back to school backpack raffle, the new
winter coat raffle, the holiday turkey raffle.
All with multiple winners. Pretty much anytime
we get donations … this week, a fleece blanket raffle.
We also get out - on trips and into the community. Hartford High School and the Future
Farmers of America just (sponsored) a trip for
all our third graders to tour a farm. That
made the (newspaper) too. On the urban side,
our older students help with community
cleanups and the Kinnickinnic River Project.
Academically, we have afterschool and
summer programs. America SCORES – which
combines soccer with literacy – has been a
great success. Marquette University does a
service learning program with us. And Seeds
of Health has high-quality high schools we can
feed our kids into. Tenor High School is a
UWM charter school and partners with MATC
for students to earn college credit. Milwaukee
Community Cyber High School (MC2) is a technology-focused blended high school with offsite learning. Veritas High School is a
traditional four-year college prep school.
Fulfilling our mission requires a special commitment and special people. So many people
have been generous. We have a veritable
army of volunteers: semi-retired teachers,
Kiwanis Club members. Our recent volunteer
thank-you breakfast had a guest list around
100.
But that means our kids can show up at 7:30
a.m. and stay until 5 p.m. doing what interests
them, or getting the help they need. We have
a booster club, book club, fitness club, music
club, art club, Spanish club and more – fed by
talents and interests. Forty kids signed up for
a knitting club after a teacher showed interest.

spreads. This community and culture of sharing
has grown. When people get help, they help
one another. We can all do much more when
we work together.
Really, I’m just grateful for the opportunity
to start my own school, which I think every
educator dreams about. I’m just one of the
helpers now, but it’s nice to have a school we
can call our own.
Looking forward, every year looks a little
different. Only doing more with less is constant. But being open to non-traditional means
opens so many opportunities. So we stay
hopeful, knowing that there are creative
means for every situation. I just hope we’re
around for a long, long time.

Any closing thoughts?
We’ve just been blessed. Thankfully, the spirit
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615 West Washington Street
Milwaukee, WI 53204
Opened 1988
215 students

94% attendance rate

Partnership school with
Milwaukee Public Schools
authorized under the
Children-at-Risk Law

Alternative high school
program designed to help
students catch up in both
skills and credits
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“

My attitude towards school changed because

Grandview gave me opportunities to be a good

”

student. The staff offers students many chances
to be successful; it is just up to the students to
take them.

-Griselda Rodriguez, Grandview Senior

The Grandview High School mission is to prepare
students with essential knowledge, skills and
dispositions required for the completion of a high
school diploma and successful participation
in subsequent education and career opportunities.

“

I received a lot of support

from the teachers and staff

at Grandview High School.

”

They never stopped pushing

me because they never

stopped believing in me.

“

-Olivia Escamilla, Grandview Senior

Grandview has been a godsend.
The staff stays with your child

until they graduate. Education is

key to a young person’s success in

”

life and having social skills is also
important. Grandview

does both – two thumbs up!

-Lee Olson, Grandview Parent

“

We love seeing how our son’s

confidence has improved at MC2.

The entire staff guides his learning
without hovering and validates his

intelligence by knowing him for who he

”

really is. We are very pleased that
MC2 has become such an important

part of his educational journey.

-Shantel and Harry Hendricks, Jr.,
Parents of Harry Hendricks III

131 South First Street, Milwaukee, WI 53204
Opened 2010
170 students

86% attendance rate

Non-instrumentality school chartered
with Milwaukee Public Schools

Milwaukee’s first blended hybrid charter school
Blends face-to-face teacher support
with online curriculum
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The mission of Milwaukee Community Cyber (MC2) High School
is to empower students to become engaged learners utilizing
21st century tools and resources leading to successful
post-secondary opportunities in a global environment.

“

The environment at MC2 works
for me because of the use of
technology and the diversity

of the students. The teachers
challenge me intellectually
but have a sense of humor

and offer limitless support.

”

-Sheyenne Felder, MC2 Student

“

MC2 is a place where I can feel safe, further my education, and communicate

”

with teachers and friends. MC2 is where I come and forget about everything
that is going on outside of these four walls and do what I have to do

to graduate. The building itself is a symbol of strength, above and beyond.

-Hydia Harris, MC2 Student
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“

Tenor is more than a school –
it is a place where seeds

are planted and nurtured

and, at the end of four years,

”

beautiful flowers emerge.

Thank you Tenor for the rose
you have given me!

-Patrice Adams, Parent of Stan Adams

The only dual certification program in Wisconsin —
students graduate with a Tenor High School diploma and
a Milwaukee Area Technical College program certificate
and/or credits in a post-secondary degree program.

840 North Jackson Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202

During the 2011-2012 school year:
• 44 of 51 seniors attending MATC took 3 or more credits
• Students earned credits in: Liberal Arts & Sciences,
Health Care, Auto Maintenance, Accounting, Computers,
Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement, Barber/Cosmetology
• 2 students earned a certificate
• Students at MATC earned an average GPA of 2.5
• After graduation, 27 students stayed at MATC and 12
students transferred to a 4-year college or university to
continue their post-secondary education

Opened 2005

Standardized test scores meet or exceed local and state averages

96% attendance rate

Participant in the WIAA – track, cross country, and basketball

200 students

Chartered with the University
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Designated a high-performing school
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Beginning a third successful year of Project Lead the Way

Tenor’s 2012 graduates have been accepted at and will attend
MATC, UW-Milwaukee, UW-Parkside, Mount Mary College,
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design, Edgewood College, Cardinal
Stritch University, and the University of Dubuque

The mission of Tenor High School is to provide Milwaukee
students with an opportunity for a seamless educational
program that includes high-level academics and career
preparation for workforce readiness and lifelong learning.

“

Tenor High School is really unlike any other school I’ve been to. Tenor’s staff works

”

to communicate the following message: you are important, talented, and capable
of success. Tenor is able to be a high expectations, high performing environment

due to the solid relationships built among staff, students and families; together, we
all journey towards the common goal of future success.

-Michelle Streed, Tenor English Educator
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“

Veritas has prepared me

for my future and it

has taught me to set my
goals high and that

”

no matter what, anything
is possible because

the sky is the limit.

-Victor Ledezma, Veritas Student

3025 West Oklahoma Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53215
Opened 2001
234 students

95% attendance rate

Chartered with the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Designated a high-performing school

Standardized test scores meet or exceed local and state averages
Participant in the WIAA – boys soccer and girls volleyball

Veritas’s 2012 graduates have been accepted at and will attend
MATC, UW-Milwaukee, Mount Mary College, Alverno College,
Waukesha County Technical College, and Roosevelt University.
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“

Veritas means friends
helping each other to
be better, and teachers
who want to help me
move on for the future.

”

-Ana Romero, Veritas Student

The Veritas High School mission is to prepare Milwaukee
students for post-secondary education success through
completion of an academically challenging, values-based
curriculum in a safe and supportive environment.

“

”

Without Veritas, I think some students wouldn’t have found their

passion in life and would have never tried to go on to college. Veritas

inspires students to find what they want to do and encourages them not to stop
until they get there. If you can believe, you can achieve.

-Charlene Daniels, Veritas Student
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• Managed by Seeds of Health, Inc. since 1983
• Serves 4,000 clients

• Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture (U.S.D.A.)
• Helps clients at up to 185% poverty including pregnant women, new mothers, and
young children up to age five eat well, learn about nutrition, and stay healthy

• Program to promote and maintain the health and well-being of nutritionally
at-risk pregnant, breast feeding and postpartum women, infants, and children
• Provides supplemental nutritious foods, nutrition and breastfeeding information
• Promotes and supports breastfeeding
• Aims to effectively help all clients develop their minds and bodies
through one-on-one counseling and other interactive communications
that center around nutrition

• Makes referrals to doctors, dentists, and programs like
Food Stamps, Healthy Start, and Head Start

1445 South 32nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53215
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“

The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Program works to improve healthcare access for low
and moderate income women and children with, or at risk of developing, nutrition-related

”

health problems, including obesity and type-2 diabetes. WIC provides nutrition assistance

and education enabling families to make life-long healthy eating and life-style choices. We
are currently providing services to more than 4,000 participants from our community.

-Christine Murr, RD, Director, Seeds of Health WIC
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MAP Assessment Results

Seeds of Health schools use MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing to assess student
learning. Students are tested at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year. MAP yields
data that the schools can use to provide individualized instruction and analyze their programs.
MAP is a key tool for measuring growth and predicting proficiency over time.

SOH Elementary 2011-2012 MAP Assessment Results
MAP Reading Results
Grade

2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th

MAP Mathematics Results

Fall 2011

National
Norm

Spring 2012

National
Norm

Growth

164.3

175.9

183.3

189.6

+19.0

183.0

189.9

194.2

199.8

205.5

207.1

206.0

212.3

215.1

216.3

218.0

219.3

192.1
204.2
209.9
213.3
218.9
222.5

199.2
206.7
212.3
216.4
219.7
222.4

+9.1
+10.0
+4.4
+7.3
+3.8
+4.5

Grade

2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th

Fall 2011

National
Norm

Spring 2012

National
Norm

Growth

169.4

178.2

184.9

191.3

+15.5

189.5

192.1

198.9

203.1

+10.4

198.5

203.8

216.3

212.5

+17.8

214.2

212.9

219.5

221.0

+5.3

216.3

219.6

226.0

225.6

+9.7

222.8

225.6

230.5

230.5

+7.7

227.1

230.2

231.3

234.5

+4.2

Grandview High School 2011-2012 MAP Assessment Results
9 Grade
Reading
10th Grade
Reading
11th Grade
Reading

Fall 2011

National
Norm

Spring 2012

National
Norm

Growth

214.9

221.4

214.5

222.9

-0.4

212.1

223.2

211.8

223.8

-0.3

214.6

223.4

215.8

223.7

+1.2

218.7

233.8

223.5

236.0

+4.8

214.9

234.2

218.8

236.6

+3.9

219.3

236.0

222.7

238.3

+3.4

th

9th Grade
Math
10th Grade
Math
11th Grade
Math

Grandview High School provides services to students who are considered at-risk of not completing high school because they have dropped out of school, are habitual truants, or are
school-age parents. As a result, the majority of students come to Grandview 1-8 grade levels behind in reading and math. The goal of Grandview is to provide students with opportunities to achieve academically and to earn the required credits needed for graduation.
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MC2 High School 2011-2012 MAP Assessment Results

9th Grade
Reading
10th Grade
Reading
11th Grade
Reading
9th Grade
Math
10th Grade
Math
11th Grade
Math

Fall 2011

National
Norm

Spring 2012

National
Norm

Growth

218.3

221.4

217.2

222.9

-1.1

223.8

223.2

224.4

223.8

+0.6

227.3

223.4

223.3

223.7

-4.0

222.1

233.8

224.3

236.0

+2.2

224.0

234.2

229.6

236.6

+5.6

225.3

236.0

226.8

238.3

+1.5

Tenor High School 2011-2012 MAP Assessment Results

9 Grade
Reading
10th Grade
Reading
11th Grade
Reading

Fall 2011

National
Norm

Spring 2012

National
Norm

Growth

221.0

221.4

227.6

222.9

+6.6

224.4

223.2

228.6

223.8

+4.2

225.1

223.4

228.2

223.7

+3.1

231.9

233.8

239.1

236.0

+7.2

236.7

234.2

241.2

236.6

+4.5

234.5

236.0

239.1

238.3

+4.6

th

9th Grade
Math
10th Grade
Math
11th Grade
Math

Veritas High School 2011-2012 MAP Assessment Results

9 Grade
Reading
10th Grade
Reading
11th Grade
Reading

Fall 2011

National
Norm

Spring 2012

National
Norm

Growth

219.6

221.4

222.4

222.9

+2.8

225.4

223.2

228.3

223.8

+2.9

221.8

223.4

226.5

223.7

+4.7

228.1

233.8

230.5

236.0

+2.4

235.5

234.2

241.3

236.6

+5.8

235.7

236.0

238.4

238.3

+2.7

th

9th Grade
Math
10th Grade
Math
11th Grade
Math
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WKCE Results

The WKCE (Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination) is a statewide standardized exam
given each year to students in grades 3 through 8 and grade 10. The exam measures student
achievement in five subject areas: reading, language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. Students also provide a rough draft writing sample. Student performance on these assessments is reported in proficiency categories (minimal, basic, proficient, and advanced
performance) and used to determine the adequate yearly progress of students at the school, district and state levels. The charts below represent the percentage of students in each grade level
who scored proficient or better in each subject area.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY Seeds of Health, Inc.

In its twenty-eight years of existence, Seeds of Health has
created an excellent reputation for fiscal management, including a
long history of unqualified audits by independent, highly
reputable outside audit firms. For fiscal year (FY) 2011-2012, Seeds
has a budget of $11,793,734 for the purpose of operating five
separate public school programs and a WIC program. Eighty-three
percent of the budgets for each school is spent on the delivery of the
educational programs. The remainder is designated for expenses
related to facilities (three owned and three leased) housing
the programs.

Grandview High School occupies a facility rented from the United
Community Center; Windlake Academy, with grades 5-8, occupies the
Seeds building on South 32nd Street; and MC2 High School occupies a
purchased facility at 131 South 1st Street.
Seeds of Health currently has three loans.
1. A loan for Veritas High School with a principal balance of
$619,000 and will have a balloon payment of $500,00 on
September 1, 2015.
2. A loan for Tenor High School leasehold improvements with a
balance of $292,000 which will be paid off on October 1, 2016.
3. A loan with a balance of $4,280,000 on which only interest is
paid until the full value balloon comes due on October 1, 2017.
The balance of $4.28m is divided with $1,819,000 due for the
Veritas building; $1,913,800 due for the MC2 building; and
$547,200 due for the Seeds building at 1445 South 32nd Street.
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2011-2012 Estimated Final Expenses
Facilities & Operations
Administration
Instructional Salaries & Benefits
Instructional Services & Supplies

2010-2011 Audited Expenses
Facilities & Operations

11%

Administration
Instructional Salaries & Benefits

41%

Instructional Services & Supplies
14%
39%

25%
23%

23%

2012-2013 Proposed Expenses

24%

Facilities & Operations
Administration
Instructional Salaries & Benefits
Instructional Services & Supplies

Average Cost Per Student

12%

23%

15,000
40%

12,000

25%

9,000
6,000
3,000
0
2010-11 Audited
SOH Elementary

2011-12
Estimated Final

Grandview

Tenor

2012-13
Proposed
Veritas

MC2
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1445 South 32nd Street Milwaukee, WI 53215 • 414-672-3430
info@seedsofhealth.org • www.seedsofhealth.org

