not a burden. It is a privilege which accords the
individual great physical satisfaction and spiritual
reward.
The Talmud Moed Katan 17a quotes the pasuk
in Malachi 2:7, Ki sifsei Kohen yishmeru daas v’Torah
yevakshu mipihu; “For the lips of the Kohen shall
safeguard knowledge, and people should seek teaching
from his mouth.” Chazal comment that this pasuk
establishes the criteria for defining the type of
rebbe/Torah mentor one should seek for himself: “If
the rebbe is (in the eyes of the student) an angel, then
learn Torah from him. If not, do not use him as your
mentor. He is not qualified to serve as a rebbe. Once
the student has lost respect for the rebbe, he has lost
his efficacy vis-à-vis this student. The rebbe might quite
possibly be an excellent rebbe for another student, but,
concerning this one, he must move on. If a student does
not revere his rebbe, he will be hard-pressed to learn
from him.
What is meant by being like a malach Hashem,
Heavenly angel? Some rebbeim might have (in the eyes
of their students) achieved this pinnacle. Should we
jettison all other rebbeim who, although being
wonderful, dedicated, erudite rebbeim, have failed to
achieve angel status (in the students’ eyes) through
teaching Torah? This seems to be a demanding
criterion, one that I am certain many a successful rebbe
has yet to achieve.
Horav Yaakov Neiman, zl, quotes the Chasam
Sofer, zl, who renders an inspiring, as well as
illuminating, explanation of Chazal. Angels do not
move, they are static. This is how a rebbe should be. As
far as his students are concerned, his personal growth
is on hold; he is static. He thinks only of his talmid,
student. Nothing matters but the spiritual development
of his talmid. This is the definition of a rebbe who is
angel-like. His life is teaching. His life revolves around
his talmidim. Their success is his success. They are his
raison d’etre. One who fails to present this image to his
student should leave chinuch, education, to the
professionals who care.
Furthermore, one who gives up his time to
teach Torah to others will surely not lose out. He should
not think that he is relinquishing his own spiritual
development in order to assist others. On the contrary,
especially due to his dedication to helping other Jews
ascend the ladder of Torah knowledge, he himself will
be blessed with increased knowledge, which will come
easier and with greater profundity in areas which
eluded him in the past. Torah is Hashem’s gift to us. It
makes sense that those who give of themselves to
disseminate Torah to the masses will be
commensurately reimbursed by the Divine Author.

Va’ani Tefillah
 – וקרנו תרום בישועתיךV’karno tarum
b’yeshuasecha. And enhance His pride through Your
salvation.
Horav Shimon Schwab, zl, teaches that the
word keren, which has previously been translated as
horn/pride, also means ray, as in koran ohr pnei Moshe,
“The skin of Moshe radiated light” (Shemos 34:35). The
people were able to perceive the spiritual rays of light
which emanated from Moshe Rabbeinu. He explains
that Moshiach Tziddkeinu will have a dual role. He will
employ the power of his tefillah, prayer, to ask Hashem
to put a stop to reshaim, wicked people. Thus, the horn
of Moshiach will rise, as he is granted the power to rid
the world of reshaim.
Also, he will inspire Klal Yisrael to elevate
themselves through greater mitzvah observance and
Torah study. He will bring us back to Eretz Yisrael and
be the catalyst for a teshuvah movement, to the point
that we will all become tzaddikim, righteous people.
Thus, Moshiach will be the nation’s spiritual mentor,
enlightening them with the spiritual rays of the Torah
to bring them back to Hashem.

In loving memory
of
our dear Mother & Bubby,

Mrs. Chana Silberberg
חנה בת משה זאב ע"ה
נפ' כ' אב תש"ס
.ה.ב.צ.נ.ת
Mrs. Mimi (Solomon) Eichenthal & family

Peninim is published weekly by Peninim Publications in conjunction with the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland, 1860 S. Taylor Rd. Cleveland, Ohio 44118

©All rights reserved – prepared and edited by Rabbi L. Scheinbaum

Visit us at:
http://www.hac1.org
For a yearly subscription or Parsha sponsorship, please contact:
In Cleveland – Rabbi L. Scheinbaum (216) 371-7609 or (216) 321-5838 Ext. 165

YOU TOO CAN SHARE IN SPREADING THE WORD OF TORAH
Outside of North America – Mrs. A. Goldberg +972 2 532 6058

Parashas Va’eschanan

תשע"ט

'ואתחנן אל ד
And I pleaded with Hashem. (3:23)
Chazal teach us that Moshe Rabbeinu offered
up five hundred and fifteen prayers (the numerical
equivalent of Va’eschanan) to Hashem, pleading with
Him to rescind His decree that Moshe not enter into
Eretz Yisrael. Moshe’s prayers were clearly of a
different caliber than anything we might offer. He did
all of this because he realized the significance of
entering the Land. The Gaon, zl, m’Vilna (Aderes
Eliyahu) writes that Moshe did not just say one prayer
515 times, but rather, each and every prayer was
unique, each one containing a different presentation, a
different argument for allowing him to gain entrance
into the Land. Every prayer was accompanied by a
different level of emotion, manifesting a different spirit
and intensity.
A powerful lesson can be derived from Moshe
Rabbeinu’s prayer, explains Horav Nissim Yagen, zl.
None of the prayers which we recite during our lives
should be the same. The wording may remain the same,
but each prayer should emanate from a different area
in our heart. Each prayer should have its own specific
emotion and intention, and be recited with fresh
thoughts in mind. Complacency in prayer demeans the
prayer. When we succeed in expressing our prayer with
heartfelt sincerity, we penetrate the gates of Heaven,
and an abundance of good fortune will be showered
upon us. Furthermore, when we pray properly we will
be guided by Heaven to continue to pray properly, with
the appropriate kavanos, intentions/devotions.
Five hundred and fifteen prayers also means
that when Hashem did not answer Moshe, he tried
again – and again – and again. He never gave up. Who
knows? Perhaps, had he prayed one more time, he
would have received a positive response. (Indeed,
Chazal say that this is why Hashem told Moshe, Al tosef,
“Do not continue to speak to me further about the
matter,” Ibid. 3:26.) A man once came over to Rav
Yagen and asked for advice concerning a specific
problem. The Rav asked if the man had prayed to
Hashem. His reply was: “Of course, many times!” “How
many times did you pray?” the Rav asked. “Three
times.” He prayed all of three times, and he gave up.
Apparently, he was unaware of the power of prayer –
and of prayer again and again – each time with
renewed fervor and greater passion.

פרשת ואתחנן

Moshe prayed to enter Eretz Yisrael, because it
meant so much to him. What do we pray for? We plead
with Hashem: for health, for ourselves and our families;
for parnassah, livelihood; we pray that our children grow
up to be observant, G-d-fearing, Torah erudite Jews. We
pray that each child finds his/her suitable shidduch,
marriage partner, in short time, without mishap and
aggravation. Moshe did not stop praying when the
answer he sought was not forthcoming. Neither should
we.
שמור את יום השבת לקדשו
Observe the Shabbos day and keep it holy. (5:12)
One of the principles of Shabbos observance is
the care we manifest for it. Indeed, if Shabbos is as dear
to us as we claim, then it should be a privilege to usher in
Shabbos as early as halachically legally possible, and to
hold on to it as long as feasible. Gedolei Yisrael would
prepare and be ready for Shabbos, bedecked in full
regalia, in order to greet Shabbos with the appropriate
respect it deserves. It is not simply a day of rest, a day of
cessation from work; it is a day of encounter with
Hashem, a day devoted to spiritual ascendancy. Sadly,
even many of those who meticulously observe Shabbos
wait for the last minute to prepare, get dressed and go to
shul, barely early enough to say Shemoneh Esrai (Maariv)
with the congregation. It is not that they do not care,
Shabbos just does not maintain a high priority in their
weekly endeavor. For them, Shabbos is the end of the
work week. What has not been accomplished by Shabbos
will have to wait for another week. Shabbos is the weekly
“bell.” When it rings, the work week is over.
A family in Tzfas was extremely devoted to
Shabbos, not only to its observance, but to being
prepared for Shabbos as early as twelve in the afternoon.
One Friday morning, a guest for whom the family was
providing hospitality for the weekend, overheard the wife
telling her husband, “Remember, you must return by
12:00.” Apparently, the husband had a business meeting
in another town. The wife was not taking any chances:
her husband had better be home by 12:00. The husband
was running late. His wife was already standing by the
window at 11:30, waiting anxiously for her husband to
return home. Finally, at 11:55 her husband pulled into the
driveway. One of the guests spending Shabbos with them
asked, “What is your rush? Shabbos does not begin until
6:00. Is this not a bit too much?”

The woman understood the bachur’s
Torah places a curse on one who denigrates his parents.
question. After all, midday is extreme with regard to
The Tzror HaMor (commentary to Parshas Ki Savo)
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doctors, to no avail. They all basically gave up on our
respectfully. He does not respect his parents in his
son. We were not ready to accept their death sentence
heart, even though, for all intents and purposes, he
for our son. I went to the holy Chafetz Chaim, zl, and
does honor them publicly. One must internalize his
cried to him, ‘Rebbe! Have pity upon us. Please bless
parents’ attributes and qualities, thus elevating their
our son! We have no other child. He is all that we will
esteem in his eyes. If this endeavor appears to be
ever have. He is our future.’
challenging (as a result of the child’s myopic, spoiled
“The Chafetz Chaim replied, ‘What can I do
attitude, or simply because his parents actually
once the doctors have given their verdict? We must
outwardly lack positive attributes), he should work on
pray. That is all that we can do. Pray.’ ‘Rebbe, I ask for a
seeking out such positivity by working on himself:
blessing. Please, bless my child.’ ‘What can my blessing
either to develop a more tolerant and accepting
achieve? In the Lecha Dodi prayer (Friday night), we
perspective by improving his own character traits; or by
chant that Shabbos is the mekor ha’brachah, source of
putting himself in his parents shoes, trying to
blessing. I know that you are Shabbos observant. If you
understand why they might act differently, or appear to
accept upon yourself to add to Shabbos, however, then
be less-than-desirable as parents. This is what the
Shabbos the mekor ha’brachah, will bless you.’
Torah means by honoring one’s parents. He must work
“The Chafetz Chaim instructed me to do two
at it. Unless one understands the crucial significance of
things: Every Erev Shabbos, around midday, our table
this mitzvah, he will find himself hard-pressed to
should be set and prepared for Shabbos. Second, as
perform it properly.
soon as I light the candles on Friday night, I am to make
In order to execute the mitzvah of Kibbud av
certain that absolutely no one in the family performs
v’eim properly, it is important that one never lose sight
any acts of labor that are deemed chillul Shabbos. He
of his parent’s legacy to him. It goes without saying that
told us not wait for shkiah, sunset. Shabbos in our home
this idea applies only in such an instance that the
should begin for everyone when I light the candles.”
parents’ spiritual behavior is worthy of emulation.
“I followed the Chafetz Chaim’s instructions
Otherwise, although honor certainly applies, preserving
and waited. Six months later, we traveled to Vilna to
their spiritual legacy is hardly a goal he wants to
follow up with the most celebrated physician in the
achieve.
country. After examining Moshe’leh for some time, the
Yosef challenged his brothers at the moment
doctor told us, ‘You must have switched children. This
that he revealed himself to them with the question,
is not the child that I examined six months ago.’
Ha’ode avi chai? “Is my father alive?” (Bereishis 45:3) It
“I replied that, indeed, it was the very same
is possible to suggest (Horav Gamliel Rabinowitz, Shlita)
Moshe’leh that had visited him earlier; only this time he
that Yosef was not asking a (rhetorical) question, but
had the extra “credit” of Shabbos to support him. Now
rather, making a statement. He explained that, indeed,
you know my story.”
he was frum, observant. He also gave them the reason
why, after all of this time living in the hedonistic culture
of Egypt, he still was able to proudly declare, “I am a
כבד את אביך ואת אמך
frum Jew in the fullest, truest sense of the word. My
Honor your father and your mother. (5:16)
father is still alive.” In other words, to him, he had never
That one is obliged to honor his parents is
lost touch with his father. His father was very much a
indisputable. They do everything for us. What we often
part of his life; he was alive, despite the separation.
overlook is what the performance of this mitzvah does
Yosef survived twenty-two years of spiritual challenge
for us. Veritably, the entire root and foundation of
in a society replete with idolatry and moral profligacy,
mitzvah observance in all of their details, nuances, and
specifically because, throughout the entire exile, he
traditions are rooted in the mitzvah of Kibud av v’eim.
never once veered from ruach Yisrael sabbo, his
A person is supposed to cherish his father and his
father’s (grandfather’s) spiritual legacy. One should not
heritage. We know how to perform mitzvos, because
treat his father as if he has passed on, says Rav Gamliel;
our fathers have transmitted them down to us. Our
rather, he should learn from him, speak like him, dress
parents are the upholders of the mesorah, tradition,
like him and daven like him (nusach). Yosef kept on
and we continue the mesorah when we hand it down
trying to act like his father.
to the next generation.
I am writing this on the day that I visited Rav
As a result, honoring parents is a given. Some
Gamliel, in the company of my son and grandson who
people, however, outwardly pay respect to their
had just donned Tefillin for the first time. When we
parents while internally, in their hearts, harbor feelings
entered the room, we could sense the excitement in
that do not coincide with their actions. Concerning the
the air. The Rosh Yeshivah put his arms around my
pasuk in Devarim 26:16, “Cursed is the one who
grandson and wished him a multitude of brachos,
denigrates his father and mother,” Rashi comments
blessings. He animated the extraordinary love that he
that the word makleh (arur makleh aviv v’imo) means
has for Jewish children. “They are our future!” he
denigrate (or to make light of). This means that the
declared. He then invited my grandson to sit in an

oversized, worn out chair that was placed next to him.
“This was my father’s chair,” he began. “He was a
saintly man, who spent every moment of his ninety-five
years in total devotion to Hashem Yisborach.” To Rav
Gamliel, his father was very much alive. He had
cherished every moment of his father’s life with him
and constantly reviewed it, because the connection had
not been severed.
Rav Gamliel related that when his father was a
young lad of nine years old, he had already been
orphaned of his father and mother. He grew up (like so
many others in Yerushalayim during those years) in an
orphanage. His father related that it was tempting for
every child, but especially for those who did not have
any living relatives, to stray from a Torah life. Sadly,
there were very few such children who succeeded in
remaining Torah-true Jews. What motivated him to
continue in his tradition was the knowledge that his
father had been a great and learned scholar. Thus, it
was clearly a positive endeavor to emulate him by
following in his footsteps.
One last note: Parents can only expect to
harvest what they sow. (This is meant for those parents
who are negligent and more concerned with their own
self-gratification than to care for their children’s
upbringing. Some people do everything, never give up,
yet do not succeed. This is the will of Hashem.) Once, a
recalcitrant father complained to the Kotzker Rebbe, zl,
that his children did not turn out well. The Rebbe
countered, “When you plant thorns, do you expect
apples to grow?” Children watch and absorb everything
that their parents do, every nuance, every behavior –
both positive and negative. If they only see negative,
what can we expect to harvest? If we are to reap
Yiddishe nachas from our offspring, we must plant the
proper seeds, nurture them and never take our eyes off
of them as they grow to maturity, and not to stop then
either!
ואהבת את ד' אלקיך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך ובכל מאודך
You shall love Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your possessions. (6:5)
We are enjoined to express our love for
Hashem under all extremes (manifest by three areas
which represent the three basics that we value). The
greatest level of avodas Hashem, serving the Almighty,
is through the study of Torah, which is our life source.
In his commentary to Meseches Succah (Perek 4), the
Aruch La’Neir expounds on the well-known comment of
the Midrash that the Arba Minnim, Four Species, each
represents a different Jewish group. The hadas, myrtle,
represent those who have reiach, fragrance, but no
taam, taste. This means the Jew who does not devote
his time to the study of Torah, but, nonetheless, is
proficient in carrying out maasim tovim, good deeds.
Many Jews, due to the constraints of time or
background, fall under the rubric of this grouping.
Torah study is an ideal which not all of us are able to
have the luxury of participating in. This, of course, does
not absolve us of not making every effort to find the
time and opportunity for Torah study.

Maasim tovim, good deeds, are the staple of
Jewish life. These acts of lovingkindness, however,
must be executed in a certain manner: B’chol levavcha,
with all your heart; b’chol nafshecha; with all your soul,
u’bchol me’odecha, and with all your possessions.
These may be the criteria, explains the Aruch La’Neir,
for fulfilling maasim tovim.
B’chol levavcha; with all your heart. You
personally should be involved in the execution of the
maasim tovim. Do not use the services of an agent if
you can do it yourself. True, it might take extra effort
and might require putting yourself out, but not only
does it enhance the mitzvah, it also elevates the
spiritual level of the one who performs it.
B’chol nafshecha; with all your soul. One
should bear in mind that he is performing a mitzvah for
the sake of Hashem. He is not attempting to impress
people or to earn a plaque on the wall of an institution.
He is acting solely l’shem Shomayim.
B’chol me’odecha; with all your possessions.
Expense should not stand in the way of carrying out
maasim tovim. One must go to the extreme and
disregard the hole it will leave in his wallet. When it
comes to physical enjoyment, money does not seem to
be as much of a challenge as it seems to be when one
is asked to help a Jew in need.
Halachah states that the three petals of the
hadas must all be on the same level. This, explains the
Aruch La’Neir, teaches us that one must perform these
maasim tovim with all extremes being on the same
level. In other words, one does not get by with spending
money to have an agent act in his stead, or to perform
the deed personally in order to see his name and
picture spread all over. Last, he should never forget the
true reason and motif of the mitzvah – Hashem. He
should always act l’shem Shomayim, to glorify the
Name of Heaven.
ושננתם לבניך
You shall teach them thoroughly to your children.
(6:7)

The importance of teaching Torah to others
cannot be sufficiently underscored. Nonetheless, some
of us still manage to find excuses for not taking the time
or putting forth the effort to reach out to help those
who do not have the good fortune to study Torah under
someone who has the ability to impart knowledge. The
most infamous excuse is: “What about my personal
shteiging, growth in Torah? If I spend time teaching,
when will I learn?” Adam l’amal yulad; “A man was born
to toil.” The Maharsha (commentary to Sanhedrin
99:13) writes that the word l’amal is an acronym for:
lilmod al m’nas l’lamed, “to study for the purpose of
teaching.” In other words, we were created for the
purpose of mentoring others. This is what is meant by
amal. Why is teaching others considered toilsome?
Perhaps giving up personal time to teach others
requires a certain amount of dedication which might be
considered burdensome for some. I emphasize “for
some,” because for one who succeeds in teaching
Torah to others, nothing can be as sweet. It is certainly

