Victoria ISD
Pre AP English II
Summer 2019 Reading Assignment
Welcome to Pre AP English II!
Victoria ISD requires Pre-AP students to complete summer reading in preparation for the upcoming
academic year. This reading is mandatory; we ask that students obtain copies of the required books
and encourage them to start reading early in the summer.
Course Objective: The Pre-AP English II course engages students in the careful reading and
critical analyses of literature. This course includes intensive study of representative works of
literary merit from various genres and time periods. The purpose of the Pre-AP course is to prepare
students for college work and future AP English courses that give students the opportunity to
receive college credit. The course will be intellectually intense, demanding of your time, and
rigorous in nature.
Required Summer Reading: You have two selections to read over the summer. Please have these
books and the corresponding assignments completed by August 23, 2019. You will be required to
complete additional assignments related to these works during the first week of school.
•
•

Required Novel: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Required Reading:
o “America and I” by Anzia Yezierska
https://4.files.edl.io/36fc/05/20/19/143455-db83436d-0d9142f0-bb11-f30e289e33b1.pdf

Summer Assignments: The following assignments should be completed by August 23, 2019.
• Double entry journal: Complete a double-entry journal using quotes from both the required
novel and reading. See the Double-Entry Journal Guide for specific instructions and
guidelines.
School Year Assignments: During the first week of school, students will write a timed essay over
the required novel.
Grading: Grades for both the summer and school year assignments will be included in the first
nine week grading period. The grade for assignments turned in after the due date will be reduced by
11 points for each day it is late.
o
o

Summative grade
o Required reading: Timed essay
Formative grades
o Required reading: Double entry journal

Pre-AP English II Summer Reading
Double-entry Journal Guide
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
DUE: August 23, 2019

A double-entry journal is one strategy for responding to a text and questioning what you are
reading. The double-entry journal is a two-column journal. In the left column, you will
write a passage from the text, such as a quotation or a concept, which you want to expand
upon, understand better, or question. In the right column, you will relate to or analyze the
passage that is written in the left column.
Choosing passages from the text
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling. For
example, you might record:
• Quotations that establish a character’s voice
• Shifts or turns in the plot
• A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before
• Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, or symbols
• Events you find surprising or confusing
• Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting
• Effective and/or creative use of figurative language or imagery
Responding to the text
You can respond to a variety of things in the text. The most important thing to remember is
that your observations should be specific and detailed. You can choose to type your
journals or they can be handwritten.
Sample Responses
• Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text
• Analyze the text for evidence of author’s craft (mood, plot structure, style,
imagery, etc.)
• Make connections between different characters or events in the text
• Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc…)
• Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s)
• Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character
• Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole
• Agree or disagree with a character or the author
Sample sentence starters for responses:
The language/imagery creates a mood of…
This quote shows the narrator/character’s voice by…
I think the author is trying to say that…
This reminds me of (another novel or literary example) because…
The author included (character, scene, action, dialogue) to show…
The author used (figurative language) to show (effect)…
I think (character, situation, statement or occurrence) is important to the story
because…
I disapprove of (character, action or policy within the story) because…

Exemplary Sample – Double-entry Journal

An Exemplary Double-Entry Journal contains:
• A total of 15 entries from the entire text, including 10 entries from the
novel and 5 entries from “America and I”.
• Each “From Text” entry must be one or more complete sentence.
• “From Text” entries span the entirety of the book. This is indicated by
page numbers.
• Each “From Text” entry is quoted from the text accurately.
• All “From Me” entries must have 3 or more complete sentences and
demonstrate fully developed thoughts or connections about the text.

Inadequate Sample – Double-entry Journal

An Inadequate Double-Entry Journal contains:
• Fewer than 10 entries from the book and 5 entries from “America and I”.
• Quotations from the text contain many misspelled words or are
inaccurately quoted.
• “From Text” entries do not represent information from the entire book
(beginning, middle and end) or indicate the entire book may not have been
read.
• “From Me” entries demonstrate incomplete thoughts or connections or
reflect a literal understanding of the text. Entries lack elaboration.

Pre-AP English II Summer Reading
Double-entry Journal Scoring Guide

The following criteria will be used to assign a grade for the double-entry journal. Please preview
each of the criteria and check your journal entries to see if they fulfill all of the criteria. The total
number of points earned will be multiplied by two to assign a grade (out of 100 points).
•

Do you have 15 entries, including 10 entries from the novel and 5 entries from “America
and I”? Does each “From the Text” quote contain one or more sentences and is it copied
accurately from the text? (0-15 points)

•

Do your entries span the entirety of the text, documented by page numbers for each
entry? (0-5 points)

•

Does each “From Me” response have at least 3 complete sentences containing fully
developed thoughts that reflect an understanding that goes beyond the literal meaning of
the text? Do the responses have clear connections to the text? (0-2 points for each entry,
30 total points)

From OF MICE AND MEN by John Steinbeck
Copyright John Steinbeck, 1937
Chapter One

Student and Parent Acknowledgment Form
By signing below, I am agreeing that I have read and understand the 2019 Summer Reading assignment
for Pre-AP English II and I agree to abide by assignment requirements.
Student Name: ________________________________________________________
Student Signature: _____________________________________________________
Date: ________________________________________________________________

Parent Name: ___________________________________________________________
Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________
Date: ___________________________________________________________________

Parent Contact Information:
Email: _________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________

