Weekly Memos – March 4, 2019
Leaders on the Rise!
Not every accomplishment at the elementary school level brings equal degrees of pride and validation.
But one achievement at Oakland and Southwest Elementary Schools is worthy of the utmost
congratulations.
Fayette County Public Schools is proud to announce that both of these schools held ceremonies for their
inductions into the National Jr. Beta Club. Families, teachers, administrators and peers were there to
support the new club members who qualified through rigorous reviews of their grades and characters.
The inductees recited the Beta Club Pledge for the first time at the formal ceremony. They were also
recognized and presented with certificates and Jr. Beta pins. In perhaps the most memorable part of the
ceremonies, official Jr. Beta Club blazers were given to the club members.
To cultivate their developing leadership and academic skills, National Jr. Beta Club members at both
schools will maintain excellent grades and participate in monthly meetings.
The students and their families praised the teachers who prepared them so well. Additional
congratulations go out to Dr. Josie Currie, Chief of School at Oakland Elementary and to Dr. Fabre
Ford, Chief of School at Southwest Elementary School.

Teacher Training Canceled
Audience: All
Next Friday, March 8 will be a full day for students and staff. Half day and Teacher Training has been
canceled.

Superintendent Roundtable
Audience: All Staff
Feedback is valuable and continues to help us improve and make better informed decisions. However,
this year we will not be disrupting instructional time to conduct the Superintendent Roundtables. If you
would like to participate in a Roundtable discussion with Dr. King, please click here to sign up for an
available date and time.

Pre-K and K Early Registration
Audience: Parents
Pre-K and Kindergarten Early Registration will be March 5th-7th at each elementary school site.
Kindergarten registration will be held during regular school hours. Times for pre-K registration are as
follows: Tuesday, March 5th 9AM-5PM; Wednesday, March 6th 8AM-3PM; Thursday, March 7th
9AM-5PM
Please provide the following information: Birth certificate, Social security card, Current shot
record/physical on state form, Three proofs of residency, Proof of income (pre-K only); Child must
attend (pre-K only)

2019-20 Transfers
Audience: All Staff
If you would like to request a transfer to another location for the 2019-2020
school year, please click the attached link to submit your request. If you DO
NOT wish to transfer, then you DO NOT have to take any action. If you have any questions, please
contact Kathy Redditt (kathy.redditt@fcsk12.net) at CAB at 901-465-5260. Please click this link to
submit your transfer request.

History Comes to Life
Since 1976, every U.S. President has declared February “Black History Month.” And each year, the
local public schools express what they are learning through various components of black history
studies. This year’s forums included musicals, art exhibits, role playing and even live wax museums.
Some big attention-grabbers were the scarcely known trivia, such as the successes of African American
inventors, sports heroes and local civil rights activists. From somber facts to lively jazz, there was
something for everyone.

Super Support
Two major events brought key members of the FCPS family out in force. Attendees included Dr.
Marlon King, part of his administrative staff and Mr. Tom Fleps, FCPS Board member. They were
honored to attend the Fayette County Chamber’s “40th Anniversary Awards Gala.” At the beautiful
Carahills Estate in Eads, guests including those from FCPS shared an exceptional evening of delicious
food and inspiring entertainment while socializing with many of their community friends and partners.
The following Sunday morning was a time for FCPS to gather once again. Chiefs of Schools, faculty
and other staff gathered their families and then caravanned to Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church in
Brownsville, Tennessee. The special occasion was Dr. Marlon King’s taking the pulpit, upon invitation
from Pastor Rodney Gains. Dr. King’s well-received message centered on the theme “PEACE.” The
FCPS crew in attendance then shared Sunday lunch...the perfect way to close out a special month.

Zeke Learns New Territory
As previously announced by Superintendent King, FCPS has contracted with Interquest Detection
Canines, Incorporated. This being the case, a new friend named Zeke is learning his way around
Fayette-Ware High School and both middle schools. While unthinkable stories of lapses in school
safety continue to fill our country’s national news, Dr. King and his advisors have unanimously agreed
that there could never be too much security for our students and employees. And so begins Zeke the
detection dog’s journey with FCPS. Students, faculty and staff members at each school Zeke visited
were fascinated by demonstrations of this majestic, well-mannered animal’s talents for sniffing out any
harmful matter that might possibly find its way onto our campuses. Combined with our own security
staff and school resource officers, Zeke’s services provide peace of mind and yet another reason to
CHOOSE us.

Hope in Action
The Interact Club, sponsored by Rotary Club of
Somerville, gathered for a special meeting on club day in
February. Officers, members and advisors were joined
by guests from Fayette Baptist Church and Mr. John
Wallace from Rotary Club of Somerville. At this
particular meeting, the club organized their donations for
Hope House, a very special ministry in Somerville. After
preparing and loading items, the Interact Club mingled
with their guests, enjoyed snacks and planned future
service projects. (For further information on The Hope
House, contact Tom Burris at 901-581-0068.)

Lady Wildcat Basketball Season Comes To An End
Lady Wildcats were stoked coming out of the District 15AA tournament after beating Haywood for 3rd
place. Hope was swirling around as they traveled Friday, February 22nd, to Melrose to open up the
Region 8AA tournament. Melrose was ready also and it was apparent that this would be a fight. Score
was close all game but Fayette-Ware was in control of their own destiny, leading 24-17 at half and 3432 after three quarters. But as seemed typical this year with any games that were close, there were some
very controversial calls made. In a very exhausting 4th quarter physically and mentally, the Lady
Wildcats fell to Melrose 51-53. It was still a good season, and the ladies put in a lot of work and played
hard! Thank You Coach Sherri Smith and Coach Anthony Smith and Wildcats for giving your all!

Fayette Wildcat Guys Shock The #901 After Unusual Incident, Then Fall
In Region
Wildcat guys were eager for the Region 8AA tournament as they had something to prove to themselves
if not everyone else. After finishing 4th in the District 15AA tourney, Wildcats and the coaches knew
they were better than that. On Saturday, Feb. 23rd, started the Region tournament as Fayette-Ware
traveled to #1 seed Raleigh Egypt, thought by some to be favorite of winning the AA state tourney.
Wildcats came out warm on offense and defense, trailing the Pharaohs after first quarter only 10-14.
Then 1 minute and 16 seconds into the 2nd, with the Wildcats leading 20-19, the game was called due
to hazardous floor conditions. And folks, that was no joke! Players were slipping and falling
everywhere. So game moved to Monday the 25th and we pick up where we left off! Wildcats had the
same intensity as before and by half time were still leading Raleigh Egypt 28-25. In the 3rd quarter,
Fayette boys played unselfish, absolutely amazing basketball, outscoring the Pharaohs 26-15 making it
54-40 after three quarters. Raleigh Egypt had no answers for the Wildcats. If they hit a 3 pointer,
Fayette would hit a 3 pointer and score two layups on turnovers. Fourth quarter was about the same as
Wildcats outscored them 16-10 and the gym erupted as the buzzer sounded. #4 seed Fayette Ware
knocks off #1 seed Raleigh Egypt 70-50 by 20 in their gym. It was a night to remember, that’s for sure!
Then on the next evening, Wildcats traveled to Ripley to take on Mitchell. Mitchell had beaten Bolivar
to advance. Fayette-Ware showed some signs of that same intensity from the previous night, mostly late
in the game though. It was evident that playing back to back nights had taken its toll on the guys.
Trailing the whole game, sometimes by as many as 15, the Wildcats would cut the lead down to 8 or 6
multiple times, even cutting it to 2 points with about three minutes left in the game. However, this was
not the night for Wildcats to be victorious. Wildcats put up a valiant effort but fall to Mitchell 44-56.
Mitchell advances to play the winner of the Wooddale/Covington game. Thanks to Coach Stokes and
Coach Chearis for a great and exciting season, and thanks boys for all your hard work!

Wildcat Baseball Kicks Off Preseason With Friendly Scrimmage Across
Town
On Tuesday Feb. 26th, Wildcat baseball traveled across HWY 64 to play Fayette Academy in a friendly
preseason scrimmage. Coach O’Brien said, “We had a few great plays and some not so good ones as the
butterflies and rust gets knocked off.” Coach has 22 guys on the roster this year with great potential and
is looking forward to what they can do. Baseball has a Jamboree on Saturday March 2nd and then will
open the season in the FCA Diamond Challenge March 11th-14th in Memphis. Be sure to come out and
support these Wildcats in one of their 12 home games this year.

Professional Learning for FCPS Employees
Audience: Employees
FCPS is now providing professional learning opportunities for all employees through My Benefits
Channel (https://www.mybenefitschannel.com/) . When you log in, click the Education & Training
icon to see all available courses. Some courses are required, while others are optional. By March 8,
every employee should complete the following course:
• Cultural Competence
In addition, all certified staff should complete the following courses:
• Tennessee Teacher Code of Ethics
• Homelessness
• English as a Second Language
Once you complete a course, you do not have to submit any paperwork to the Central Office since
documentation is created automatically in the system. In the coming weeks, additional courses will be
added to the menu for teachers who need professional development points (PDPs) for license renewal or
advancement. It will be your responsibility to upload the certificates of completion into the
TNCompass portal.

Bell Time Changes for 2019-20
Audience: Parents and Students
From the desk of the Transportation/Logistics Department, we heard your
concerns and now we will address them. During the 2018-19 school year, we
made the decision to change the bell times for Fayette County Public Schools.
We made Fayette-Ware the only early school with a bell time of 7:15 AM while
all other schools were considered late schools with a bell time of 8:15 AM. This
change allowed East Jr High, West Jr High and all elementary schools to have
the same bell times and, therefore, these children rode the buses together to and from school. With
careful analyzing and planning, we have decided that it would be in the best interest of FCPS for
Fayette-Ware and East Jr High to both become early schools for the 2019-20 school year while all
others would remain as late schools. We thank you for allowing us to incorporate change for the
upcoming year, as it is not our intent to disrupt your child’s learning but only to make improvements as
we move forward. Thanks for choosing FCPS as your educator.

