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No further allusion is made to
Matthew in the Gospels, except in
the list of the Apostles. As a disciple
and an Apostle he thenceforth
followed Christ, accompanying Him
up to the time of His Passion and,
in Galilee, was one of the witnesses
of His Resurrection. He was also
amongst the Apostles who were
present at the Ascension, and
afterwards withdrew to an upper
chamber, in Jerusalem, praying in
union with Mary, the Mother of
Jesus, and with his brethren (Acts, I,
10 and 14).
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According to Matthew 9:9 and Mark 2:14, Matthew was sitting by the
customs house in Capernaum (near modern Almagor, Israel, on the Sea of
Galilee) when Jesus called him into his company. Assuming that the
identification of Matthew with Levi is correct, Matthew (probably meaning
“Yahweh’s Gift”) would appear to be the Christian name of Levi (called by
Mark “Levi the son of Alphaeus”), who had been employed as a tax collector
in the service of Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee. Because Levi’s
occupation was one that earned distrust and contempt everywhere,
the scribes of the Pharisees criticized Jesus on seeing him eat with tax
collectors and sinners, whereupon Jesus answered, “I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners” (Mark 2:15–17).

Early Life
Matthew was a 1st-century Galilean (presumably born in Galilee, which was
not part of Judea or the Roman Iudaea province), the son of Alpheus. As a
tax collector he would have been literate in Aramaic and Greek. His fellow
Jews would have despised him for what was seen as collaborating with the
Roman occupation force.
(continued on next page)
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Ministry
The New Testament records that as a disciple, he
followed Jesus, and was one of the witnesses of the
Resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus. Afterwards,
the disciples withdrew to an upper room (Acts 1:10–
14) (traditionally the Cenacle) in Jerusalem. The
disciples remained in and about Jerusalem and
proclaimed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
In the Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a) “Mattai” is
one of five disciples of “Jeshu”.
Later Church fathers such as Irenaeus (Against
Heresies 3.1.1) and Clement of Alexandria claim that
Matthew preached the Gospel to the Jewish
community in Judea, before going to other countries.
Ancient writers are not agreed as to what these other
countries are. The Roman Catholic Church and the
Orthodox Church each hold the tradition that
Matthew died as a martyr.

Matthew’s Gospel
The Gospel of Matthew is anonymous: the author is
not named within the text, and the superscription
“according to Matthew” was added some time in the
second century. The tradition that the author was the
disciple Matthew begins with the early Christian bishop
Papias of Hierapolis (c. 100–140 CE), who is cited by
the Church historian Eusebius (260–340 CE), as
follows: “Matthew collected the oracles (logia: sayings
of or about Jesus) in the Hebrew language (Hebraïdi
dialektōi), and each one interpreted (hērmēneusen –
perhaps “translated”) them as best he could.”
On the surface, this has been taken to imply that
Matthew’s Gospel itself was written in Hebrew or
Aramaic by the apostle Matthew and later translated
into Greek, but nowhere does the author claim to have
been an eyewitness to events, and Matthew’s Greek
“reveals none of the telltale marks of a translation”.
Scholars have put forward several theories to explain
Papias: perhaps Matthew wrote two gospels, one, now
lost, in Hebrew, the other our Greek version; or
perhaps the logia was a collection of sayings rather than

the gospel; or by dialektōi Papias may have meant that
Matthew wrote in the Jewish style rather than in the
Hebrew language. The consensus is that Papias does
not describe the Gospel of Matthew as we know it,
and it is generally accepted that Matthew was written in
Greek, not in Aramaic or Hebrew

Death
He was killed by king Hertacus in Hierapolis, Ethiopia
in the first century AD. It is said he was burned,
stoned or beheaded, we are not sure which one. His
relics are in Salerno, Italy.

From The Trustees
Well, here we are. Summer is over, and a new school
year is upon us! It is unbelievable how fast time flies.
Our Security Committee has been busy this summer.
We installed new security cameras and had a training
with the teachers on incident response. We are also
working on new signs and a new phone system that
will have the ability to give different emergency alerts
throughout the school, depending on the emergency.
We are also working with the PTL on a new fence for
next to the soccer fields. However, because the
proposed fence is 11 feet, we need to get a special
permit through Rancho Palos Verdes. We need a
volunteer with the church or school to assist with the
drawings that need to accompany the application,
so please email trustee@christrpv.com if you
can help.
If you have a special project that you think
Christ Lutheran needs, or you would like to volunteer,
please contact me at 424-215-9385 or
trustee@christrpv.com.
Thank you!
Terry
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Financial Report
Our previous fiscal year (for the 12 months that
ended on June 30, 2018) went well financially.
Our final results showed a surplus of $93,133.
A bequest from Sigrid Quinones for $85,530 was
a big help.
For the current fiscal year (July 2018 through June
2019) enrollment for Kindergarten through 8th
grade is currently 186 students, compared to the
185 students assumed in our approved budget.
Enrollment in Preschool and Transitional
Kindergarten is 3 students below the number of
students we assumed in the budget. But we are
aware of 3 students that will join our preschool in
the next few months.
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap
generously. Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).

hy do
we
give?
Is it simply
because God
commands us
to? Or is there
more to it?
To be sure, the instruction and Word of God in the Bible
says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage
us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7;
Gal 6:6).
But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just
trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing fruits of
the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His
Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just
doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did.
Children emulate their parents. When they grow up they
often carry many of the same mannerisms and
characteristics as their parents, but there is more to it than

that. Children copy their parents even on a more
mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their
legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit
and walk, how they do and say most everything.
And children try to copy it, which can be quite humorous
when parents wish they wouldn’t. It can be uncomfortable
and embarrassing if a child copies or repeats something
less than polite that they learned from a parent. Sitcoms
thrive on these situations. It only happens because
children emulate their parents because they want to be
like them.
We are the children of God, by grace, through faith.
In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He
declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan: “You are
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the
Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins,
and in exchange He gives us His righteousness, His purity,
His holiness, and His Spirit, by which we cry out,
“Abba, Father.”
We are born again, born from above, born of water and
the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are
sons of God in Christ, through Baptism. And since we are
sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the
Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of the
Father’s grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His
Son in time to save us for all eternity.
And this is why we give generously of our income to the
work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly
Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being
generous ourselves. We give to the work of the Church
because we have witnessed the generous giving of our
Father in heaven.
More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we
have received God our Father’s gifts that we desire to give
ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They are
temporal and earthly as well. As the Small Catechism
teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
“Give us this day our daily bread.” What does this mean?
God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our
prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition
that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our
daily bread with thanksgiving. What is meant by daily bread?
Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the
support and needs of the body, such as food, drink,
clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money,
goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout
workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government,
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good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation,
good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”
In other words, God gives us everything we need for the
care of both body and soul. His generosity knows no
bounds. Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the
year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the
week to set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread
for His work in the Church.

Fellowship Update

We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us
so to do; it is because we, as His children by grace, want
to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our
Father; we are His children. And children want to be like
their parents.

October 17th
Shari Jacobson
October 18th
Wil Drehsen
October 22nd
Sandy Price

It’s fall time! More important than pumpkin
lattes is the kids are back to SCHOOL. School is
in full swing, and we kicked off the year with our
praises to the teachers and staff in our annual
Staff Dedication service. The congregation
prayed with the teachers and staff as they
rededicate themselves to serving the children and
community through our Lord for another year.
Then, as always, they were celebrated with a cake
during the Fellowship hour after the service.
Thank you to all who continue to serve the
congregation by assisting with Fellowship.
We have been blessed to have many new families
come to worship and we couldn’t welcome them
without everyone’s help.
Looking Forward to October,

Annette Balog

annettembalog@sbcglobal.net

October 25th
Sharon Meyer
October 28th
Debbie Hughes
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From the Office Manager
Wow! It’s October and school is in full swing!
As one TV personality says, Let’s Get After It!

√

Many of our trees have received a fresh trim.
This allows for a neater look and unobstructed views
with regard to our camera system.

√

The floor landings on the 2nd level, stairs leading
down to the main office and the flooring in front of
the office all received new coating.

√

Also recently completed was the installation of
rain gutters.

√

Restoration of our wooden lunch tables has begun
with most of them having now been completed by
our handyman.

Parking Lot
The city of Rancho Palos Verdes began work on the street
drainage system last June, 2018. This work included our
parking lot. The installation of pipes, repair, etc. has now
been completed. What remains is the repair of our parking
lot from the heavy equipment stored on it. Be prepared in
the next coming weeks for the repair work to begin.
Christ Lutheran is looking at ways to make our parking lot
safer and more efficient for driving. The project manager
who worked on the above-mentioned project has
volunteered to help us in this effort. Isn’t that awesome?
Just a few pointers for all parents to consider . . .
√

√

The red zone is for the loading and unloading of your
student(s). Please do not leave the vehicle to walk
your student into class. The busy parking lot in the
morning and evening can clog up very quickly.
Students (when dropped off at the red zone)
should exit the vehicle on the passenger side which is
much safer.

Time Change
Remember:: Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday,
November 4, 2018. Be sure to set your clocks back one
hour before going to bed Saturday evening
November 3rd).
Blessings,
Philomena Howard, Office Manager

Facility
A significant number of facility changes have been made
over the past few months.
√

Christ Lutheran has installed security cameras which
includes the front parking lot. Also, the system that
allows the front office to buzz folks in has been
upgraded with a facial recognition camera as well as
new and improved camera views.
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Meet Norma Howard

ou may have observed a new face greeting you at the entrance to the sanctuary
on Sunday mornings. Norma Howard has been a member of Christ Lutheran
for one year after transferring from St. Matthew. She recently volunteered to be
head usher following the many years of faithful service given by Gary Connell.
Her responsibilities include greeting church members with the weekly bulletin, counting
attendance, managing the collection of the offering and overseeing the orderly process of
communion.
Although Norma is new to our congregation, she has lived in the same house in Carson for
46 years since arriving from New York state. Retired from accounting and now a widow,
she raised three children, has seven grown grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
She recommends the OLLI program at CSUDH which provides senior courses on various
topics (no tests!) for a nominal fee.
Many thanks to Norma for taking an active part in our congregation.
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Church Calendar
Sunday, October 07, 2018
9:00 A.M. Worship - 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Michael Eschelbach, CUI
10:15 A.M. Fellowship
10:30 A.M. Bible Study/Sunday School

Sunday, October 14, 2018
9:00 A.M. Worship - 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Glenn Fluegge, CUI
10:15 A.M. Fellowship
10:30 A.M. Bible Study/Sunday School

Sunday, October 21, 2018
9:00 A.M. Worship - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Loy
10:15 A.M. Fellowship
10:30 A.M. Bible Study/Sunday School

Sunday, October 28, 2018
9:00 A.M. Worship - Reformation Sunday
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Loy
10:15 A.M. Fellowship
10:30 A.M. Bible Study/Sunday School

Samantha Fulton
Samantha and Gary were recognized at
worship on Sunday, September 30th.
Samantha for her excellence in marketing
our school and as our admissions
counselor. Thanks to her fantastic work
our enrollment is at 189 (K-8). Gary was
recognized for his multi-year commitment
as head usher for worship services. Gary
and his wife Diane have been members of
Christ Lutheran
since 1993.
The beautiful
plaques were
designed and
made by our
church member
Nathalie Mills of
Laythan Mills
Designs.

Gary Connell
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r. Hillman is our new after school traffic monitor.
He is a new dad to our school this year with a
daughter in 7th grade. He is a bit overqualified for this
new role, but is happy to serve and help keep us safe
in the parking lot. He comes to us with an extensive background in law
enforcement as a retired Commanding Officer with the Los Angeles
Police Department and terrorist expert. After retiring from the LAPD,
Mr. Hillman opened his own security company with a staff of over
500 safety officers throughout the country serving in both the private
and public sector. In addition to directing traffic in our parking lot,
he also monitors the street light at Western and Carddington. You may
see him pressing the walk button in an effort to get more cars through
a green light from the parking lot onto Western. When you see him out
there, give him a little thank you wave!
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Gettin’ Fit with Coach Quella!
¡Hagamos ejercicio, chicos y chicas!

In addition to PE, Coach
Quella also teaches Spanish.
She sometimes incorporates
both lessons into one as she
has students count off their
jumping jacks in Spanish!

Students are enjoying time on the field
playing football and soccer at recess
and participating in PE with Coach
Quella. Students are kept active with
three recesses a day and regular
attendance in Physical Fitness class
intended to keep kids fit while having
fun learning new athletic skills.
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