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John W. Garvy
Elementary School
Garvy Bulldogs
www.garvyschool.org
Save the Date
Feb. 1 – End of QuarterPTA Members Out of Dress
Code; Girl Scouts FatherDaughter Dance
Feb. 2 – No School
Feb. 6 – PBIS Out of Dress
Code Day
Feb. 7– We Club Assembly
Feb. 9 – Report Card
Distribution
Feb. 12 – Screenagers
(Grades K-4) @ 6:30
Feb. 13 – LSC Meeting @
5:30; Screenagers (Grades
5-8) @ 6:30
Feb. 14 – 7th & 8th Dance
Feb. 16 – Connect 4 Day
Feb. 19 – President’ Day- No
School
Feb. 21- Grad Pic Retakes
Feb. 22 – Pep Assembly;
Family Board Game Night
Feb. 25 – Spirit Week
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Amazingly we are looking ahead to February! The sun is shining a little bit longer and
spring is just around the corner! We began this calendar year with a rush of excitement
in our Spelling and Geography Bees! We also welcomed three new staff members: Ms.
Carol Khou will be joining our second grade team to alleviate the amount of students per
class, Ms. Clarissa Grego is a special education teacher who will be co-teaching in
several grade levels and Mrs. Amanda Gomez is a paraprofessional assisting with
students. We welcome them to our growing Garvy family!
The second quarter came to an end on Thursday, February 1st and report cards will be
sent home with students on Friday, February 9th. Look for a copy of your child’s middle
of the year (MOY) NWEA scores in grades 2-8. There is a wonderful tool for you to
monitor your child’s grades online called Parent Portal. You can view their grades and
set up triggers in case a grade drops below a certain percentage. It is a way to keep
track of the work assigned and their progress throughout the year. If you do not have a
Parent Portal account, please reach out to me to access your child’s PIN number to
create your account.
Beginning on Monday, February 5th, Right at School will be hosting morning care for
students who need to arrive to school before the 8:15 AM entry time. If you are
interested in having your child attend, please visit their link on the Garvy school website
or visit https://rightatschool.com
Thank you to all of the parents and caregivers dropping off your children in a safe and
friendly manner! I’d like to give a big shout out to Mrs. Schroeder for helping me get the
kiss-n-go moving along on Rutherford Ave, in the morning. Beginning this month, all
parked cars will be asked to move to abide by the traffic signs that state there is no
parking on the side of the street between 8AM-4PM. Traffic at dismissal has also been
an issue; I beg you to please be cautious and be considerate while picking up your
children. Please do not park in crosswalks or double park and leave your vehicle to pick
up your child. We must all work together to make drop off and pick up safe!
Later this month, we will hold our school Student Council upper grade Valentine’s Day
Dance, Spirit Week, PTA Dance-a-thon, Family Board Game Night, McTeacher Night
and History Fair!! Let’s keep our attendance up so that your child can participate in all of
these fun activities! With the cold and flu season running rampart, please wash your
hands often and get enough rest daily. All students in grades 3-8 will participate in the
PARCC assessments which are scheduled for March of 2018. We will provide more
information and our testing schedule in our next newsletter.
Please join us at our next LSC Meeting on February 13 at 5:30 in the library. Always feel
free to join me at the Principal’s Tea February 27th at 2:00 P.M. Lastly, a reminder to
save the date for our annual auction – The Bulldog Bash on April 20th. Formal
invitations will be sent home shortly.

Follow us
@JWGarvyBulldogs
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Screenagers Film Event
Please support our
ongoing fundraiser with
the Amazon Smile
program.
Simply link your Amazon
account to JW Garvy
Adopt-a- Classroom NFP
group, and 0.5% of every
purchase you make on
Amazon.com will be
donated back to Garvy’s
AAC.

Ms. Gray-Rodriguez is
collecting small cardboard
boxes, such as dry good
boxes (pasta, cereal,
candy, butter, etc.),
medicine, office supplies
and similar.
She is also collecting
cardboard paper tubes of
any size, egg cartons, and
any small recyclables to be
used for embellishments or
anything else families think
can be of use in the art
room. Thanks!

Thank you to all the parents that attended our Fall Parent Seminar: Raising Resilient
Children. I hope you heard something that has helped you and your child(ren).
For our winter parent seminar, we are hosting a 2016 film named Screenagers. “Are you
watching kids scroll through life, with their rapid-fire thumbs and a six-second attention
span? Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston saw that with her own kids and learned that
the average kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking at screens. She wondered about the impact
of all this time and about the friction occurring in homes and schools around negotiating
screen time—friction she knew all too well (www.screenagersmovie.com).”
The 60 minute film will be followed by a brief discussion.

Who: Garvy Parents and Students
When: K-4 Parents- February 12th
5-8 Families- February 13th
(Parents and Children are invited for the 5-8th grade screening)
Time: 6:30pm
Where: Garvy Multi-purpose Room
Price: $10 per person. Purchase tickets online at following link:
https://impactflow.com/event/presented-by-john-garvy-elementary-school-6903

Box Tops Reminders
Happy February Garvy Families!
This is a quick reminder to submit your Box Tops to school by February 26, 2018. I will
be mailing them in prior to March 1st. Please, check for expiration dates, as these are
excluded from our total of Box Tops. Also, my sons will graduate in 2019, therefore, I will
retire from my position as Box Tops Coordinator. If you’re interested in helping at Garvy
but your schedule is too busy to be at school during the day, this is the perfect way to
donate your time. Send a note with your child, and Ms. Diaz will be sure I receive it. I’ll
contact you, and tell you how easy it is. Thank you for ALL your contributions to help our
Garvy students!!
Sincerely,
Laura Scully-Evans (7th grade mom)

Adopt a Classroom News
Pre-order your 20172018 yearbook today!
It's been a great school
year so far and we've
been capturing fun
memories for the
yearbook. Don't miss out
on all the events that are
happening at Garvy. Preorder your yearbook today
at ybpay.lifetouch.com
using our school's
Yearbook ID Code
10190218.

A special Bulldog Thank You to Linda and Alfredo Correa, owners of Correa
Remodeling Inc., for their donation of custom-made Adopt-a-Classroom (AAC)
signs. You can see one of these signs on the AAC bulletin board near the main
entrance. Linda and Alfredo are Garvy parents who recently joined the Adopt-aClassroom Committee and we're very grateful for their participation!
Do you own a business? Or, does your employer make donations in honor of
their employees? There are many ways to contribute to your children's Garvy
experience. Contact Kelly Rae-Sanabria at kellyrae74@hotmail.com
The AAC's next meeting is April 4th at 5 pm in Room 105. We are planning next
year's Walk-a-Thon. Join us and bring your ideas!
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Assistant’s Announcements

February is here already! That means half of the school year has passed already. Can you believe it?
As we enter the second semester, I want to bring attention to our school attendance. With this season’s dangerous flu as
one mitigating factor, our school attendance has taken a bit of a hit in the last month. Just as a reminder, please try to
avoid any unnecessary absences whenever possible.
According to multiple studies, missing several days of school over the course of a year
significantly reduces the likelihood that students will graduate from high school. Attendance is a
crucial factor to keeping kids on the right path to graduation, Attendance Works
(http://www.attendanceworks.org/research/mapping-the-gap/) has substantial information on
attendance and the impact on student achievement. Below is some of the research on why daily attendance really
matters.
Chronic Absences
An estimated 5 to 7.5 million students in the United States miss almost a month of school every year. This adds up to over
a year missed by the time of graduation. Absenteeism starts early. One in 10 kindergarteners and first graders are
considered to be “chronically absent.” Chronic Absence = Missing two or more days per month. Research shows students
who miss 10 percent of school, or two days per month, show negative academic progress.
Third Grade Reading Level
Poor attendance can keep children from reading proficiently by the end of third grade, which is shown to negatively affect
their chances of graduating on time. In addition, by sixth grade, a chronically absent student is shown to have a
significantly higher chance of dropping out of high school.

February’s Attendance Incentive:
Homerooms with Perfect Attendance will receive an extra recess period to celebrate

McTeacher’s Night
A NIGHT OF FRIENDS, FAMILY AND FUN!
SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL
Teachers will be selling pies in a pie costume!
“CASH ONLY FOR TIPS & PIES”
Bring your family and friends on this special night to help raise money for Garvy School!
Join us at McDonald’s
Thursday, February 15, 2018
5:00-8:00 p.m.
6125 N. Milwaukee Ave. Chicago, Il

Garvy Attendance All-Stars!!!
Homerooms with the highest attendance
this month

94.6%
GARVY’S
JANUARY
ATTENDANCE
RATE

Primary: Homeroom 107, Ms. Ganci
Intermediate: Homeroom 201, Ms. Lopez
Upper: Homeroom 230, Mrs. Tracey
Congratulations to the 485 Garvy students who had
Perfect Attendance for the month of January! They
each will receive 3 Out of Dress code passes to be used
in February!

Please help bring this percentage above
96% by avoiding unnecessary absences.
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John W. Garvy School
5225 N. Oak Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60656
773-534-1185
773-534-1124 (fax)

www.garvyschool.org
Please don’t forget to create
an account on the Garvy
School website! You can get
alerts on assignments and
other important
announcements!

Congratulations
to
The Golden
the Golden

Bulldog winners for the month of
January were:

Bulldog Winners!!!
Primary
Grades: Room 101, Ms. Bushonville
Room 105, Ms. Tomal

Middle
Grades:
September
18, 2017Room 201, Ms. Lopez
Room 204, Ms. Navarro
Primary: Room
101 Room 123, Ms. Spyratos
Upper
Grades:
Room 223, Ms. Panos
Intermediate: Room 202
Upper:
Room
The Top
Dog 128
Award is a statue of a Golden Bulldog that lower, intermediate and upper grade
homerooms win as a result of earning “links.” These links are given by other teachers or staff in
the school who see an exemplary class. Links can be given to a class for respecting the
September
29, 2017
announcements,
walking respectfully down a hallway or actively participating in a lesson.
Every two weeks a classroom has the chance of winning this honor! Ask your child if their class
has won this award yet this year!

Save the Date!!!
Garvy’s Annual
Auction: The Bulldog
Bash at Biago’s
Banquets on

February 6th: PBIS Fun Dress Up Day:
Mardi Gras (wear purple, green, and/or gold)

Friday, April 20th

PAWS: Practice Respect—Achieve—Willing to Work—Safe and Secure

Chicago Public Schools

Geography Bee
Our annual Geography Bee was held on January 17th. Our 2nd Place
winner was 6th grader, Bobby Berlage and our 1st Place winner was 8th
grader, Michal Luberda! Congratulations to all of you!

Valentine’s Dance
Student Council is sponsoring the
annual 7th and 8th grade Valentine
dance on Wednesday, February 14th
from 1:30 to 3:30pm. Students are
encouraged to dress up for the
occasion. Jeans and other appropriate
attire is permitted for the day.

A special thank you to Mr. Strawinski, Mr. Joseph, and the entire
Geography Bee committee for putting this wonderful, academic
competition together!

Spelling Bee
Congratulations to 1st grader, Rockford Sturgill, for winning the 1st/2nd
grade Spelling Bee and bravo to Joaquin Sanchez for coming in 2nd place.
In the 3rd- 5th grades, congrats to Paul Rincy for coming in 2nd place and
way to go 4th grader, Bridget Berg, for winning the 3rd-5th grade
Spelling Bee!
Our Upper Grade winner was 8th grader, Anyachinedu Obioma and 2nd
place went to 7th grader Joseph Jannotta. What a spectacular event! A
special thanks to our Spelling Bee Committee for organizing the event.
These were very tight competitions and all students came out to spell!
Go Bulldogs!
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