Press Release - Tulia ISD announces the Tulia ISD Hall of Fame Class of 2019. The Hall of Fame recognizes
alumni, faculty, and staff who have demonstrated notable accomplishments or provided significant contributions to their school, community, or society. This year, the selection committee has selected from those nominated two outstanding individuals to be inducted into the Tulia ISD Hall of Fame. The inductees are:
The Honorable Joe D. Clayton — Graduated Tulia High School in 1956. Judge Clayton earned a
B.B.A. degree in Finance from UT-Austin and a J,D. degree from UT School of Law. His legal career
has spanned 55 years, and counting. He practiced law for 26 years as a private attorney and served
as a judge for the past 29 years. He is currently a Senior State District Judge for the State of Texas.
Since 1995, he has also worked as a mediator and arbitrator at the request of his peers. Significant
career accomplishments include being the youngest director of the State Bar of Texas at the time he
was elected. As Organizer and Chair of the PEER Committee, in 1993, his committee of selected
judges created and published the Texas Bench Book, which was updated in 2016, and is still considered an important resource for all Texas trial judges. During his tenure as President of the State Junior Bar Association, Texas was honored by the American Bar Association as the Outstanding Junior
Bar Association in the country among big states (California, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New
York, Florida, and Texas.) Judge Clayton has a tremendous passion for hunting which led him to author a book, Ruger No.1. The first two editions are sold out and bringing premium prices on the secondary market. He gifted an autographed copy of the first edition to the Swisher County Library.
Judge Clayton carries tremendous appreciation for Tulia Schools for preparing him to excel in higher
education and in his field. He has spoken so often and fondly of his teachers at Tulia that friends
have accused him of being a cheerleader for the school. Held in high regard and described as “the
Energizer Bunny”, his friends and colleagues indicate that he rightfully enjoys a reputation for unquestioned integrity and a high degree of competence. He seeks to make our world a better place for
others regardless of race, creed, sex, or economic station in life and has devoted many hours to public service with the Heart Association, Boy Scouts of America, the Bowie Chamber of Commerce and
Kiwanis Club. Having a strong aversion to retirement, Judge Clayton continues to work and balances
his time on the bench with time spent outdoors hunting. He is a life member of the NRA and Texas
Trophy Hunters Association. He and his wife, Jan, live in Tyler. They enjoy time spent with their three
children, Joe, Jim, and Catherine, and especially with their three granddaughters.

Lieutenant Colonel Matthew T. Hudson — Graduated Tulia High School in 1995. Matthew was
qualified for college following graduation, but instead chose to enlist in the US Air Force and use the
educational benefits associated with military service as an avenue towards a college education. In
2003, Lt Col Hudson graduated from Charleston Southern University with a Bachelor’s degree and
was commissioned through the Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps as a Distinguished Graduate. He has since earned a Master’s Degree in Space Systems from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University and a second Master’s Degree in Military Operational Art & Science from the Air Force’s Air
University. During 22 years of service, he has climbed the military ranks through hard work and persistence. The majority of his assignments have centered around operating or supporting the operations of the Air Force’s Intercontinental Ballistic Missile force. Lt Col Hudson is currently an operations officer on Operations Team Four, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Nuclear, Homeland Defense, and Current Operations, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. He is responsible for providing situational awareness to the principle senior military advisers for the President and Secretary of Defense. Lt Col Hudson has been decorated with numerous medals including the Defense Meritorious Service Medal,
the Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, a Joint Service and Air Force Commendation Medal, multiple Achievement Medals, the Air Force Good Conduct Medal, and two campaign service medals.
Tulia ISD teachers remember him as quiet, dependable, responsible, friendly, compassionate, respectful to those in authority as well as to his contemporaries, self-motivated, cooperative, and
someone with high moral standards, a love of his country, and a resolve to be a productive citizen.
He considers his faith and his family as his highest responsibility and greatest reward. Matthew, his
wife Mindy, and their four children live in Stafford, Virginia where they enjoy camping, sports, and
movie nights when Dad is home.

Tulia ISD and the community can be proud of the many outstanding individuals who have walked the halls of
our schools. The Hall of Fame Class of 2019, plus many others who will be honored in future years, have
represented leadership, character, and service. We are proud of and excited about our 2019 class. The Tulia
ISD Hall of Fame Class of 2019 will be inducted May 6, 2019. The induction ceremony will be at 2:30 in the
HS auditorium and a reception will immediately follow from 3:30 – 5:00 pm. The community is invited and
encouraged to attend.

