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Career Clusters
Columbus Junior High recognizes the importance of beginning career exploration early. We are providing
information on Career Clusters offered in our district for your information. Career Clusters allow students to focus
their current educational coursework toward their future. Junior high students need to explore many options with
the realization that the knowledge and skill requirements for careers rest firmly on the foundational curriculum they
receive in their core academic classes.
The Columbus ISD Career Clusters intersect with academics and electives to provide cross training for a successful
student transition into high school courses and the workforce via post high school education. Listed below are CISD
career clusters aligned with possible CJHS courses for your consideration based on the interest of your student:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

Agriculture, Food, Natural Resources–The production, processing, marketing, distribution, financing, and
development of agricultural commodities and resources including food, fiber, wood products, natural
resources, horticulture, and other plant and animal products/resources.
Science, Math, Technology Applications
Arts, Audio/Visual Technology, and Communications– Designing, producing, exhibiting, performing,
writing, and publishing multimedia content including visual and performing arts and design, journalism,
and entertainment services.
Technology Applications, Art, Band, Yearbook
Business Management and Administration– Planning, organizing, directing, and evaluating business
functions essential to efficient and productive business operations. Business Management and
Administration career opportunities are available in every sector of the economy.
Technology Applications, Art, Band, Yearbook, Office/Library Assistant
Health Science – Planning, managing, and providing therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health
informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development.
Science, Math, Technology Applications

Hospitality and Tourism – Managing, marketing, and operating restaurants and other food services,
lodging, attractions and recreation events, and travel-related services.
Yearbook, Art, Office/Library Assistant, English

Information Technology – Building linkages in IT occupations framework for entry-level, technical, and
professional careers related to the design, development, support, and management of hardware,
software, multimedia, and systems integration services.
Technology Applications, Math, Art, Band, English

Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics – Planning, managing, and providing scientific research
and professional and technical services (e.g., physical science, social science, engineering) including
laboratory and testing services, and research and development services.
Science, Math, Technology Applications
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REQUIRED COURSES
6070

ELA6

English Language Arts 6

6th Grade
2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course includes grammar and spelling instruction that is incorporated into the student’s writing. Correct
spelling and the proper use of grammar along with word meanings is stressed through written exercises, personal journals,
and five paragraph essays. Accelerated Reader (AR) will be a part of the curriculum.
This course will also encompass English for speakers of other languages (ESL). The focus of ESL is placed on accelerated
language acquisition in the domains of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Materials used in the program are
appropriate for the linguistic levels of the students and are also cognitively demanding.
6075

ELA6(P)

Pre-AP English Language Arts 6

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP ELA passed the previous year’s STAAR Reading Test.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of sixth grade students with well-developed language and reading
skills. These students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased rigor, deeper thinking,
and the development of advanced-level products, students will further refine their reading and writing skills.
Gifted and Talented Enrichment will be taught during English Language Arts class. Students who participate in services
designed for gifted/talented students will demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking, research, and
communication as evidenced by the development of innovative products and performances that reflect individuality and
creativity.
6054

Reading 6

READ6

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: In this course, students practice reading/cognitive strategies and critical inquiry to improve skills in word
analysis, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and written literary response to ensure that students become lifelong
readers and writers, able to comprehend at deeper levels and construct meaning effectively.
6050

Math 6

MATH6

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: The primary focal areas in Grade 6 are number and operations; proportionality; expressions, equations, and
relationships; and measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of rational numbers to
explore mathematical relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use concepts of
proportionality to explore, develop, and communicate mathematical relationships. Students use algebraic thinking to
describe how a change in one quantity in a relationship results in a change in the other. Students connect verbal, numeric,
graphic, and symbolic representations of relationships, including equations and inequalities. Students use geometric
properties and relationships, as well as spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations and solve problems. Students
communicate information about geometric figures or situations by quantifying attributes, generalize procedures from
measurement experiences, and use the procedures to solve problems. Students use appropriate statistics, representations
of data, and reasoning to draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make recommendations.
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6051

Pre-AP Math 6

MATH6(P)

2 Semesters

6th Grade

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Math passed the previous year’s STAAR Math Test.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of sixth grade students with well-developed math skills. These
students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased rigor, deeper thinking, and the
development of advanced-level products, students will further refine their mathematical reasoning skills.
6099

STAAR Math 6

MATH6(S)

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: The STAAR Math curriculum is designed to expand the student’s knowledge of numbers, computation,
estimation, measurement, geometry, statistics, probability, patterns, and fundamental concepts of algebra through a
problem-solving approach. Classroom activities provide students the opportunity to develop concrete understanding of
concepts before moving to the abstract. STAAR Math will include math comprehension skills and practices, as well as
STAAR skills and practices.
6022

Science 6

SCI6

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This process-oriented science course involves students in a thematic study of the world around them. Small
group and individual laboratory experiments and activities will be utilized for in-depth integrated study addressing life,
Earth, and the physical sciences. Topics will include: lab safety; properties of matter; chemical and physical change; energy
resources; force, motion and energy; organization of the solar system; the role of gravity in the solar system; space
exploration; earth’s structure; plate tectonics; interdependence between organisms and their environments; and the levels
of organization within ecosystems.
6023

Pre-AP Science 6

SCI6(P)

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Science passed the previous year’s STAAR Reading and
Math Tests.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of sixth grade students with well-developed science skills. These
students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased rigor, deeper thinking, and the
development of advanced-level products, students will further refine their science knowledge.
6024

Social Studies 6

SS6

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This sixth grade social studies program focuses on the study of people and places around the world. Students
identify the locations and geographic characteristics of various societies and analyze the influence of individuals and groups
on historical and contemporary events worldwide. The course examines organization of governments and economic
systems with comparison to American democracy and free enterprise. Students also compare and contrast education and
religious institutions and the nature of citizenship in various societies. The purpose of the course is to provide students with
the knowledge and skills necessary to study issues, analyze text and graphics, and interact effectively with contemporary
global society.

Columbus Junior High School
Course Guide

6025

SS6(P)

Pre-AP Social Studies 6

6th Grade
2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Social Studies passed the previous year’s STAAR
Reading and Math Tests.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of sixth grade students with well-developed social studies skills.
These students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased rigor, deeper thinking, and
the development of advanced-level products, students will further refine their knowledge of social studies.
6008/6009

Physical Education

PE

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: All students are expected to suit out and participate each day. Students work on cardiovascular strength and
endurance through running and strength training. Leisure and lifetime sports are taught, as well as skills that are necessary
for participation in UIL sports.

ELECTIVES
Art

6010

ART

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course introduces students to basic design, drawing, painting, crafts, and art appreciation. Students will
be provided opportunities to not only produce their own art but to evaluate and appreciated other art work.
5020

Theatre Arts

THTRE

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course introduces the student to acting through mime, improvisation, prepared performance, theatre
history, musical theatre, and film. Through a variety of theatrical experiences, students communicate in a dramatic form,
make artistic choices, solve problems, build positive self-concepts, and relate interpersonally. Students will perform in
class.
6014/6015/6090

Band

Band

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This class is for beginning band students. Students study tone production, fingerings, rhythm, instrument care,
and basic musical terms. Performance skills on simple melodies are developed. Classes will be divided into woodwind
(flute, clarinet, saxophone), brass (trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, tuba), and percussion (drums, mallets,
auxiliary).
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REQUIRED COURSES
7001

ELA7

English Language Arts 7

7th Grade
2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students in English 7 master previously learned skills in increasingly complex reading selections and written
compositions. Seventh-grade students read and respond to literature, learning to make inferences, recognize the
purpose of essential literary devices, and reflect on understanding to monitor comprehension. In reading informational
text, students use different organizational patterns as guides for summarizing and forming an overview of different kinds
of expository text. Students determine the meaning of grade-level academic English words derived from Latin, Greek, or
other roots and affixes. Seventh-grade students utilize all steps of the writing process to develop different forms of
writing for specific purposes and audiences, such as to express, reflect, influence, and communicate ideas. Through
composition, students revise drafts to clarify meaning and enhance style and edit their writing based on their growing
knowledge of grammar, mechanics, and spelling. Students produce final revised and edited pieces of written composition
on a regular basis. They search multiple texts to complete research reports and projects. Students produce an organized
presentation with a specific point of view, participate in discussions and work productively with others. The Accelerated
Reading (AR) Program will be part of this class. This course will also encompass English for speakers of other languages
(ESL). The focus of ESL is placed on accelerated language acquisition in the domains of listening, speaking, reading, and
writing skills. Materials used in the program are appropriate for the linguistic levels of the students and are also
cognitively demanding.
7002

ELA7(P)

Pre-AP English Language Arts 7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP ELA passed the previous year’s STAAR Reading Test.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of seventh grade students with well-developed language and
reading skills. These students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased rigor,
deeper thinking, and the development of advanced-level products, students will further refine their reading and
writing skills. Gifted and Talented Enrichment will be taught during English Language Arts class. Students who
participate in services designed for gifted/talented students will demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking,
research, and communication as evidenced by the development of innovative products and performances that reflect
individuality and creativity.
7003

Reading 7

READ7

1 Semester

Prerequisite: None
Description: In this one-semester course, students build on the Reading 6 curriculum by continuing to practice
reading/cognitive strategies and critical inquiry to improve skills in word analysis, vocabulary, fluency, comprehension,
and written literary response to ensure that students become lifelong readers and writers, able to comprehend at deeper
levels and construct meaning effectively.
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7004

MATH7

Math 7

2 Semesters

7th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Description: The primary focal areas in Grade 7 are number and operations; proportionality; expressions, equations,
and relationships; and measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of rational numbers
to explore mathematical relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use concepts of
proportionality to explore, develop, and communicate mathematical relationships, including number, geometry and
measurement, and statistics and probability. Students use algebraic thinking to describe how a change in one quantity
in a relationship results in a change in the other. Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, and symbolic representations
of relationships, including equations and inequalities. Students use geometric properties and relationships, as well as
spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations and solve problems. Students communicate information about
geometric figures or situations by quantifying attributes, generalize procedures from measurement experiences, and use
the procedures to solve problems. Students use appropriate statistics, representations of data, and reasoning to draw
conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make recommendations. While the use of all types of technology is important, the
emphasis on algebra readiness skills necessitates the implementation of graphing technology.
7006

MATH7(P)

Pre-AP Math 7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Math passed the previous year’s STAAR Math Test.
Description: The primary focal areas in Grade 7 are number and operations; proportionality; expressions, equations, and
relationships; and measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of rational numbers to
explore mathematical relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use concepts of
proportionality to explore, develop, and communicate mathematical relationships, including number, geometry and
measurement, and statistics and probability. Students use algebraic thinking to describe how a change in one quantity
in a relationship results in a change in the other. Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, and symbolic representations
of relationships, including equations and inequalities. Students use geometric properties and relationships, as well as
spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations and solve problems. Students communicate information about
geometric figures or situations by quantifying attributes, generalize procedures from measurement experiences, and use
the procedures to solve problems. Students use appropriate statistics, representations of data, and reasoning to draw
conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make recommendations. While the use of all types of technology is important, the
emphasis on algebra readiness skills necessitates the implementation of graphing technology. At an honors level, this
course addresses the essential knowledge and skills for grade 7 in greater depth with a broader scope and a faster pace
along with higher expectations for student performance. This course is designed to prepare students for Algebra 1 in
grade 8.
7099

MATH7(S)

STAAR Math 7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: The STAAR Math curriculum is designed to expand the student’s knowledge of numbers, computation,
estimation, measurement, geometry, statistics, probability, patterns, and fundamental concepts of algebra through a
problem-solving approach. Classroom activities provide students the opportunity to develop concrete understanding of
concepts before moving to the abstract. STAAR Math will include math comprehension skills and practices, as well as
STAAR skills and practices.
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7057

SCI7

Science 7

2 Semesters

7th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Description: This laboratory-oriented course allows students to become actively involved in scientific processes. Science
7 is a thematic interdisciplinary approach to life sciences. Students will understand the relationships that exist between
organisms and their environment through the understanding of Earth science and physical science disciplines. Topics will
include: lab safety; characteristics of Earth that allow life to exist; force, motion and energy observed in living systems;
matter and energy as it relates to living systems; structure and functions of cells and human body systems; heredity; and
ecosystems.
7058

SCI7(P)

Pre-AP Science 7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Science passed the previous year’s STAAR Reading
and Math Tests.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of seventh grade students with well-developed science knowledge
and skills. These students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased rigor, deeper
thinking, and the development of advanced-level products, students will further refine their understanding of the 7 th
grade science TEKS.
7056

Social Studies 7

SS7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course allows students to gain a comprehensive understanding of Texas from the Pre-Columbian era
to the present. The focus in each era is on key individuals, events, issues, and their impact. Students identify regional
geographic characteristics, population distributions, and factors that caused Texas to change from a rural republic to an
urban society. Emphasis is placed on the structure and function of local and state governments, the influence of the U.S.
Constitution on the Texas Constitution, and the rights and responsibilities of Texas citizens. Within the rich and diverse
cultural background of Texas, students examine various racial and ethnic groups that settled in Texas and the
contributions of each. The course provides students with high-order knowledge and skills necessary to analyze Texas
history and become productive citizens.
7059

SS7(P)

Pre-AP Social Studies 7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Social Studies passed the previous year’s STAAR
Reading and Math Tests.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of seventh grade students with well-developed social studies
knowledge and skills. These students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through increased
rigor, deeper thinking, and the development of advanced-level products, students will develop a deeper understanding
of the 7th grade social studies material.
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7032

TECH2

Technology Applications 2

1 Semester

7th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course is designed to increase student keyboarding skills through drill practice and reinforcement of
correct techniques. The objectives, instructional activities, and materials will provide students the opportunity to apply
their keyboarding skills in “real life” situations. Students will also study the four strands of technology applications
(foundations, information acquisition, work in solving problems, and communication) students will make informed
decisions about technologies and their applications through a variety of technologies.
7013/7053

PE7

Physical Education

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: All students are expected to suit out and participate each day. Students work on cardiovascular strength
and endurance through running and strength training. Leisure and lifetime sports are taught, as well as skills that are
necessary for participation in UIL sports.
7011/7012

Athletics

ATH7

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: Medical Physical
Description: Athletics will substitute for P.E. Athletics is for students interested in developing necessary skills for
participation in high school UIL athletics. Required practices will be held before school except for football which will
practice after school. Athletes must be picked up and dropped off in a timely manner.
Girls: Junior High athletes can participate in UIL activities such as cross country, volleyball, basketball, track, golf, and
tennis as well as off-season conditioning. A physical is required prior to participation. Good conduct and passing grades
are expected of all athletes.
Boys: Junior High athletes can participate in UIL activities such as cross country, football, basketball, track, golf, and
tennis as well as off-season conditioning. A physical is required prior to participation. Good conduct and passing grades
are expected of all athletes.

ELECTIVES
Art

7055

ART

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course introduces students to basic design, drawing, painting, crafts, and art appreciation. Students
will be provided opportunities to not only produce their own art but to evaluate and appreciated other art work.
7021

Theatre Arts

THTR

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course introduces the student to acting through mime, improvisation, prepared performance, theatre
history, musical theatre, and film. Through a variety of theatrical experiences, students communicate in a dramatic form,
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7th Grade

make artistic choices, solve problems, build positive self-concepts, and relate interpersonally. Students will perform in
class.
7045/7051

Band

BAND

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students will attend daily rehearsals during school. They must also meet a minimum time requirement of
practice at home. Students will have playing tests in class. They will be required to attend and perform at concerts.
Students develop self-confidence, coordination, and self-expression. They also gain a sense of responsibility in addition
to cooperation and teamwork.
7035

PHOTO

Photojournalism

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: Application
Description: In this course, students study journalism in a photographic, television broadcast, and publishing setting.
Study includes review of principles of journalism, writing, camera technique, photographic composition; study of feature,
sports, headline, and caption writing; the study of current trends in formats and techniques used in publishing; graphics,
design, and layout considerations in publishing a yearbook; the printing process; preparation of press-ready materials;
and the sale of advertisements. Using these skills students will produce both actual programming for in-school television
and the school yearbook.
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REQUIRED COURSES
8002

ELA8

English Language Arts 8

8th Grade

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students in English 8 master previously learned skills in increasingly complex reading selections and
written compositions. Eighth-grade students read and respond to literature, making inter-textual links among and
across texts, including other media. In reading informational text, students make subtle inferences and draw
complex conclusions about the ideas in text and their organizational patterns. Students determine the meaning
of grade-level academic English words derived from Latin, Greek, or other roots and affixes. Eighth-grade students
utilize all steps of the writing process to develop different forms of writing for specific purposes and audiences,
such as to express, reflect, influence, and communicate ideas. Through composition, students revise drafts to
clarify meaning and enhance style and edit their writing based on their growing knowledge of grammar,
mechanics and spelling. Students produce final revised and edited pieces of written composition on a regular
basis. They search multiple texts to complete research reports and projects. Students produce an organized
presentation with a specific point of view, participate in discussions and work productively with others. The
Accelerated Reading Program (AR) will be part of this class. This course will also encompass English for speakers
of other languages (ESL). The focus of ESL is placed on accelerated language acquisition in the domains of
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Materials used in the program are appropriate for the linguistic
levels of the students and are also cognitively demanding.
8003

ELA8(P)

Pre-AP English Language Arts 8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP ELA passed the previous year’s STAAR Reading
Test.
Description: Students in English 8 Honors will master and extend the language, composition, vocabulary, and
literary objectives established in the regular course in greater depth than students in regular sections. Students
will be required to read extensively both inside and outside of class with an emphasis on literary analysis and
critical thinking. A greater depth of study of the English language and more extensive and abundant practice in
writing a variety of essays and written responses, including open-ended reinforce the study of literature and
expository text. The Accelerated Reading Program (AR) will be part of this class.
Gifted and Talented Enrichment will be taught during English Language Arts class. Students who participate in
services designed for gifted/talented students will demonstrate skills in self-directed learning, thinking, research,
and communication as evidenced by the development of innovative products and performances that reflect
individuality and creativity.
8098

READ8(S)

STAAR Reading 8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: STAAR Reading provides a structured, multi-sensory approach to teaching decoding skills, spelling
skills, handwriting skills, and verbal expression skills to students. This course will present the different kinds of
syllables, the division of longer words, the reliable spelling patterns, frequently misspelled words, word origins,
and the rules for adding affixes. STAAR Reading will include reading comprehension skills and practices, as well
as STAAR skills and practices.
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8004

P-AL8

Pre-Algebra

2 Semesters

8th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Description: The primary focal areas in Grade 8 are proportionality; expressions, equations, relationships, and
foundations of functions; and measurement and data. Students use concepts, algorithms, and properties of real
numbers to explore mathematical relationships and to describe increasingly complex situations. Students use
concepts of proportionality to explore, develop, and communicate mathematical relationships. Students use
algebraic thinking to describe how a change in one quantity in a relationship results in a change in the other.
Students connect verbal, numeric, graphic, and symbolic representations of relationships, including equations and
inequalities. Students begin to develop an understanding of functional relationships. Students use geometric
properties and relationships, as well as spatial reasoning, to model and analyze situations and solve problems.
Students communicate information about geometric figures or situations by quantifying attributes, generalize
procedures from measurement experiences, and use the procedures to solve problems. Students use appropriate
statistics, representations of data, and reasoning to draw conclusions, evaluate arguments, and make
recommendations. While the use of all types of technology is important, the emphasis on algebra readiness skills
necessitates the implementation of graphing technology.
8005

ALGI

Algebra I

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Algebra passed the previous year’s STAAR Math Test.
Description: The primary focus for students in this course is developing logical reasoning by making and justifying
generalizations based on their experiences with fundamental algebraic concepts, especially functional
relationships and problem solving in real situations. Linear and quadratic functional relationships are examined in
a variety of problem situations, and these functions form the basis for the study of equations and the development
of algebraic skills. Students use a variety of representations (concrete, numerical, algorithmic, and graphical) and
tools as well as having regular access to technology that allows function plotting, coordinate graphing, algebraic
analysis, and computation. At an honors level, this course addresses the essential knowledge and skills for firstyear algebra at greater depth with a broader scope and a faster pace along with higher expectations for student
performance. This course is designed for students who plan to take an advanced placement (AP) mathematics
course in high school. The following will be considered for placement in Algebra I: Placement Exam; Satisfactory
Academic Performance on 7th grade STAAR Reading and Math. Students placed in Algebra I will be required to
maintain an average of 80 or higher during each six week period. If a student has an average lower than 80 in any
two six week periods, he/she will be removed from the Honors class. Upon successful completion of this course,
students will receive high school Algebra I credit and the grade will be factored into the student’s high school
grade point average.
8099

Math8(S)

STAAR Math 8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: The STAAR Math curriculum is designed to expand the student’s knowledge of numbers,
computation, estimation, measurement, geometry, statistics, probability, patterns, and fundamental concepts
of algebra through a problem-solving approach. Classroom activities provide students the opportunity to
develop concrete understanding of concepts before moving to the abstract. STAAR Math will include math
comprehension skills and practices, as well as STAAR skills and practices.
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8001

Science 8

SCI8

2 Semesters

8th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Description: Science 8 is a laboratory-oriented course that continues the interdisciplinary approach to the life,
Earth, and physical science disciplines begun in Science 6 and 7. Heavy emphasis will be placed on science
processes and the relationship of fundamental science concepts to our daily lives. Laboratory activities and/ or
technology will be utilized to explore the following topics: matter and energy; force, motion and energy; cycles
within Sun, Earth, and Moon systems; characteristics of the universe; interactions between organisms in
ecosystems; and the impact of man on the Earth.
8009

SCI8(9)

Pre-AP Science 8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Science passed the previous year’s STAAR
Reading and Math Tests.
Description: Science 8 Honors is a laboratory-oriented course that continues the interdisciplinary approach to the
life, Earth, and physical science disciplines begun in Science 6 and 7. Heavy emphasis will be placed on science
processes and the relationship of fundamental science concepts to our daily lives. Laboratory activities and/ or
technology will be utilized to explore the following topics: matter and energy; force, motion and energy; cycles
within Sun, Earth, and Moon systems; characteristics of the universe; interactions between organisms in
ecosystems; and the impact of man on the Earth. In addition, advanced critical thinking and problem-solving skills
will be developed with either group or individual projects and/or writing assignments.
8006

SS8

Social Studies 8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: This course examines the economic, political, and social events and issues from the early colonial
period through Reconstruction, including the independence movement, creation and ratification of the U.S.
Constitution, westward expansion, and the Civil War. Students focus on the human interaction with geography,
the free enterprise system, and democratic ideals. Significant contributions of individuals and groups are
emphasized. The purpose of the course is to provide the understanding, knowledge, and skills necessary to make
reasoned judgments to enable students to be active participants in today's democracy.
8007

SS8(P)

Pre-AP Social Studies 8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: It is recommended that students considering Pre-AP Social Studies passed the previous year’s
STAAR Reading and Math Tests.
Description: This course is designed to meet the needs of eighth grade students with well-developed social studies
knowledge and skills. These students follow the same scope and sequence as on-level students. Through
increased rigor, deeper thinking, and the development of advanced-level products, students will develop a deeper
understanding of the 8th grade social studies material.
8038

TSDE

Touch System Data Entry

1 Semester

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students apply technical skills to address business applications of emerging technologies. Students
enhance reading, writing, computing, communication, and reasoning skills and apply them to the business

Columbus Junior High School
Course Guide

8th Grade

environment. This course will prepare students for the high school course Business Information Systems. This is
a required semester course.
8010

Health

HLTH

1 Semester

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students learn the decision making process and how it affects life on a daily basis. The curriculum
covers a range of topics that include nutrition and physical fitness, abstinence, AIDS awareness, STD’s, and
drugs/alcohol prevention. A unit on human sexuality will be included in the curriculum as recommended by the
Health Education Advisory Council and Subchapter C of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. This is a semester
course.
8088/8089

PE8

Physical Education

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: All students are expected to suit out and participate each day. Students work on cardiovascular
strength and endurance through running and strength training. Leisure and lifetime sports are taught, as well as
skills that are necessary for participation in UIL sports.
8016/8017

Athletics

ATH8

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: Medical Physical
Description: Athletics will substitute for P.E. Athletics is for students interested in developing necessary skills for
participation in high school UIL athletics. Required practices will be held before school except for football which
will practice after school. Athletes must be picked up and dropped off in a timely manner.
Girls: Junior High athletes can participate in UIL activities such as cross country, volleyball, basketball, track, golf,
and tennis as well as off-season conditioning. A physical is required prior to participation. Good conduct and
passing grades are expected of our athletes.
Boys: Junior High athletes can participate in UIL activities such as cross country, football, basketball, track, golf,
and tennis as well as off-season conditioning. A physical is required prior to participation. Good conduct and
passing grades are expected of our athletes.

ELECTIVES
8019

Art

ART

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students will receive an in depth and personal approach to design, drawings, painting, crafts and art
appreciation.
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8031

Theatre

THTR

2 Semesters

8th Grade

Prerequisite: None
Description: This high school credit speech course is designed to provide opportunities for students to understand
and develop effective interpersonal communication skills for the 21st Century. Professional Communications
blends written, oral and graphic communication in a career-based, business environment. Students will prepare,
present, and evaluate a variety of multimedia presentations that are appropriate for the professional setting.
8020/8067

Band

BAND

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: None
Description: Students will attend daily rehearsals during school. They must also meet a minimum time
requirement of practice at home. Students will have playing tests in class. They will be required to attend and
perform at concerts. Students develop self-confidence, coordination, and self-expression. They also gain a sense
of responsibility in addition to cooperation and teamwork.
8030

PHOTO

Photojournalism

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: Application required
Description: In this course, students study journalism in a photographic, television broadcast, and publishing
setting. Study includes review of principles of journalism, writing, camera technique, photographic composition;
study of feature, sports, headline and caption writing; the study of current trends in formats and techniques used
in publishing; graphics, design, and layout considerations in publishing a yearbook; the printing process;
preparation of press-ready materials; and the sale of advertisements. Using these skills students will produce
both actual programming for in-school television and the school yearbook.
8022

Office Aide

OFF

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: Application Required
Description: Students will perform duties as assigned in the campus office.
predetermined criteria. This course is taken as a local elective.
8025

Library Aide

LIB

Selection will be based on

2 Semesters

Prerequisite: Application Required
Description: Students will perform duties as assigned in the campus library. Selection will be based on
predetermined criteria. This course is taken as a local elective.

Columbus Junior High School

GT ASSESSMENT AND IDENTIFICATION

Columbus School District has board approval on the identification procedures and processes of students K-12 for
the services of the Gifted/Talented Program. These procedures meet state requirements (§29.121 & TAC 89.1) and
have been designed to ensure the identification of any student who demonstrates educational need for the services
of the program under the established guidelines.
DISSEMINATING INFORMATION
Parents are informed of the identification policies through the district or campus handbook, and/or the district
website, and/or by request of the written policy and procedures for the Gifted/Talented program. In addition, parent
awareness sessions are held annually.
REFERRAL PROCESS
Referrals can originate from teachers, students, parents, and community members during the referral period.
Students are nominated with a formal referral sheet to be given to the campus office. Written parent or guardian
permission is required to screen/assess a student. If a parent does not want his/her child to be assessed, this
information will be documented.

ASSESSMENT PROCESS
A student profile is used to identify those students who perform, or show the potential for performing, at remarkably
high levels of accomplishment relative to their age, peers, experience, or environment. The profile will be a
collection of five quantitative and qualitative assessments. Assessments used will be the Iowa Test of Basic Skills
(ITBS), Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT3), the Torrance Test of Creative Thinking, The Renzulli Hartman Teacher
Rating Scales, and the Gates parent ratings scale.
Assessment will be held in accordance with the District testing TimeLine:
Referral procedures published in local newspaper and on district
website
Referrals accepted from parents, teachers, community members
Assessment conducted after written parental permission obtained
Gifted/Talented committee meets on all referred students
Written parental permission for services obtained for identified
students
Denial of services letters sent to parents
Services begin for identified students

2017-2018 and Beyond:
Early October

Mid October
October-Early December
Early January
Early January
As soon as permission is attained in
early January

QUALIFICATION PROCESS
The Gifted and Talented committee shall be composed of at least three professional educators who have received
training in the nature and needs of gifted students, as required by law, and shall be established at each campus. The
student profile identifies the student’s strengths and weaknesses, and the percentiles and/or scores from the
assessment instruments are plotted on the student profile. The Campus Gifted/Talented Committee individually
evaluates each student’s profile. A student clearly qualifies for Gifted/Talented services if the majority of the
evidence on the profile falls within the High and/or Superior ranges on the profile. The decision is based on the
committee's observation of the preponderance of the evidence on the student's profile. The Committee will make
their recommendation based on the best educational placement for the child.

Columbus Junior High School

ADDITIONAL POLICES AND PROCEDURES

TRANSFER OF STUDENTS
All students who have participated in gifted and talented programs prior to coming to Columbus ISD may be
considered for the Gifted/Talented Program. Once screening records are received from the student’s previous
district, the records will be examined for correspondence to Columbus ISD’s criteria. If the transfer data is
insufficient, Columbus ISD will assess the student to see if placement in the program is in the student’s best interest.
A decision will be made regarding qualification within 30 school days of the receipt of the student’s Gifted/Talented
assessment results from the previous district. This can be modified so the student will be accepted after
documentation is received and if the student performs satisfactorily, then no further testing is required. If the child
does not perform satisfactorily per Columbus ISD G/T standards, then the child will be accessed in accordance with
current assessment policies and procedures.
APPEALS PROCESS
A parent or student may appeal any final decision of the selection committee regarding selection for or exit from
the gifted program. Appeals shall be made first to the selection committee. Any subsequent appeals shall be made
in accordance with FNG (LOCAL) beginning at Level Two.

FURLOUGH PROCEDURE
A furlough is a temporary "leave of absence" from the Gifted/Talented Program designed to meet the individual
needs of an identified student. Anyone may request a furlough: parent, student, teacher, or administrator. Requests
for a furlough will be given to the campus administrator and members of the Gifted/Talented committee for
consideration. A student may be furloughed for a period deemed appropriate bythe Gifted/Talented committee. At
the end of the furlough, the student's progress shall be reassessed, and the student may re-enter the
Gifted/Talented program, be removed from the program, or be placed on another furlough. Furloughs are designed
to be short-term and temporary and should never be used for an entire school year.
A furlough does not indicate a permanent exiting of the program. Furloughs could be utilized for a variety of
extenuating circumstances. Any student may be granted a furlough from the program for various issues such as over
commitment, family concerns, serious illness, or any other circumstances which would inhibit or curtail the student's
performance in the program. The furlough may also be used prior to a formal exit from the program for those
students who are unable to maintain satisfactory performance within the learning opportunities of the
Gifted/Talented program. A furlough might also provide the student an opportunity to attain performance goals
established by the Gifted/Talented committee. A furlough is arranged to meet the individual needs of the student.
The student will be removed from PEIMS during the furlough time period.

REASSESSMENT
The District shall not perform routine reassessments. If there is any concern regarding the performance or placement
of the student, the Gifted/Talented teacher or the District Gifted/Talented Coordinator will contact the parent and
confer about available options. Options available are counseling, requesting a furlough, or exiting the student from
the program.

EXIT
Student performance in the program shall be monitored. A student shall be removed from the program at any time
the Gifted/Talented committee determines it is in the student's best interest and a furlough has been ineffective. If
a parent requests their child be removed from the program, the Gifted/Talented committee shall grant the request.
Once a student is exited from the program, he/she must go through the identification and testing procedures to
regain admittance into the G/ T program.
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SERVICE DESIGN AND
CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

At Columbus ISD, we are committed to meeting the needs of all students, including this special population. Our
students have many gifts and talents that range from academics to art, performance, and music. The services
described below address the advanced academic needs of gifted and talented students in General Intellectual Ability
and Creativity. We are committed to placing gifted and talented students in classes that meet their needs
academically.
A continuum of learning experiences will be provided in the Gifted/Talented services which foster the development
of advanced-level products and/or performances. Such services will include use of depth and complexity elements,
differentiation of content, process and/or product in the regular or Pre-AP/AP classroom, a pull-out program in
Elementary, participation in regional Gifted/Talented student seminars, independent studies, participation in the
Texas Performance Standards Project, concurrent or dual-enrollment classes, and other services as deemed
appropriate for the student. Services are available in all four core academic areas including Language Arts, Math,
Science, and Social Studies. Identified students will work independently, with other identified students, and with
students of other abilities.
Documentation of services will be maintained and parents will be notified of in-school and out-of-school options
during the school year that are relevant to the needs of the gifted and talented students. Progress reports may be
included in the student’s report card. Credit by Examination is available through Region 3 Education Service Center
to assist students in acceleration through classes and/or grade levels. For more information on Credit by
Examination, contact the student’s campus.

6-8 SERVICES
GT Students will be able to participate and explore a variety of activities through a three-year cycle of planned field
trips. GT identified students will be taken on two field trips annually. These trips will be tied to grade level TEKS and
the Texas Performance Standards.

2017-2018 and beyond --G/T services at the junior high campus prepare students for advanced-level work beginning
in sixth grade. We have designated honors classes that are designed to prepare students with the skills they need
to be successful in advanced-level classes in high school. G/T students are placed in these classes with G/T-trained
teachers. There is one G/T-trained teacher in every core subject area—math, science, social studies, and English
language arts—on each sixth, seventh- and eighth-grade teams. These designated teachers will meet on a regular
basis and will coordinate interdisciplinary independent study units. In these classes, students will master the Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills objectives as well as move on to advanced-level content. The Texas Performance
Standards Project (www.texaspsp.org) will be used as a guide for the independent study projects. Students will also
be able to participate in Pre AP® classes as part of their Gifted/Talented services.
To view the complete plan, go to the CISD website @ www.columbusisd.org

