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Quote of the Month:
“Stay afraid, but do it
anyway. What’s important is
the action. You don’t have
to wait to be confident. Just
do it and eventually the
confidence will follow.”
- Carrie Fisher

On March 14th, Immaculate Conception’s Rho Kappa
chapter hosted its first ever Women’s Empowerment Panel.
We welcomed six women, all accomplished in their fields, to
speak to an audience of over 100 students and guests about
their careers and the challenges they have faced. These
women are Kelly Blanchfield ’05 (Federal Bureau of
Investigation), Maria Daidone (General Manager, The Estate
at Florentine Gardens), Jill Garripoli, DO (Pediatrics),
Unjeria C. Jackson, MD (Obstetrics/Gynecology/Maternal
Fetal Medicine), Lisa Marie Latino (Executive Producer,
Long Shot Productions/HIP NJ/Author), and Melissa
McCarthy (RFX Circle Achiever, Rodan & Fields).
Coming from diverse backgrounds, the panelists were
able to contribute various perspectives to the positive
dialogue throughout the night. When the presentation came to
a conclusion, moderator Maria Elisa Escobar ’18 took
questions from the audience. IC girls gladly took the
opportunity to acquire insight from the women who in return
were delighted to inform and inspire.
Admiring the success of the evening, Rho Kappa
members have stated they hope the event will become an
annual tradition. They belief the empowerment of women
can have such a powerful effect on the IC girls and give
them the confidence to lead in a man’s world.
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42nd Street Preview
Every year, our talented peers at Immaculate Conception partner up with Bergen Catholic
to put on a musical in the spring. This year, their combined forces are preparing to perform
a production of 42nd Street. This show tells the story of a young girl who desperately wants
to perform on Broadway. 42nd Street also follows a director and his team who are struggling
to pull oﬀ another hit musical at the height of the Great Depression. The 1980 Broadway
production of 42nd Street won the Tony Award for Best Musical and its 2001 Broadway
revival won the Tony Award for Best Revival. The rehearsals for our IC production keep
getting better and better each day. Our shows are on April 20th at 8:00pm and April 21st at
7:00pm, and it is highly recommend that you come and watch! Last, but certainly not least,
with a show as well-known as 42nd Street, it would only make sense to have an equally
amazing cast!
Some Leads To Look Out For…
•

Brianna Dominguez as Peggy Sawyer

•

Ryan Kitz as Billy Lawlor

•

Rachel Zegler as Dorothy Brock

•

Frank Berrios as Julian Marsh

•

Isabella Percontino as Maggie Jones

•

Jonathan Andujar as Bert Barry

•

Tyqui Lawrence as Andy Lee

•

Alex Costabile as Pat Denning

•

Nicholas Duke as Abner Dillon

•

Caitlin McFadden as Mac

•

Gabriella Cano as Ann Reilly

•

Abigail Lima as Lorraine Flemming

•

Gabriella Savastano as Phyllis Dale

•

Isabelle Campbell as Gladys
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Club of the Month: Bowling Club
The Bowling Club is a new club

Conception vocal ensemble girls began

introduced this year at IC. This group

their one week stay at Disney in Orlando,

was created and is run by Mr.Gleason.

Florida. The girls had the opportunity to

This new and fun club has drawn in

perform at a venue in the new “Disney

many members that all enjoy the fun

Springs” at Downtown Disney.

activities the club provides. The club

Performing several choral songs,

had a trip to Lodi Lanes, right down the

including “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”, the

street from IC, and I interviewed

girls accomplished an outstanding

members Katrina and Sarah, class of ’19,

performance in front of a lovely audience

on the event.

that evening. Later that week, the girls
also participated in a singing workshop

The event was chaperoned by Mrs.

guided by a professional performer, in

Ebbinghousen and Mr. Gleason. During

which they improved their skills.

an activity period one afternoon, the
club walked to the bowling alley for a

At the end of the trip, a beautiful

fun hour of playing. The members of the

Mickey Mouse shaped trophy was given

club learned tips and tricks from Mrs.

to the group to take home as a lasting

Ebbinghousen who used to play on a

symbol of their achievement, along with

bowling team. All the members had a

certificates for everyone. This was

great time and improved on their

certainly a one of a kind experience that

bowling skills. It was overall a fun

our vocal girls will remember and hold

experience for all attendees and they

deep in their hearts forever.

cannot wait for another meeting!
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Aries– This April seems like it will be a great month for you. You will feel extremely fortunate and
must cherish these moments!
Taurus– in the beginning of this month, you may feel extremely tired. Get as much rest as you can
and the end of the month will be great.
Gemini– this month, you may be torn between the idea of going out or staying in for some rest.
You need to do whatever you believe is best for you.
Cancer– this April, your schedule will be packed and you will be working hard. However, you must
make sure you aren’t distracting yourself from your friends and family.
Leo– this month will be filled with adventure for you! Take some risks and enjoy yourself!
Virgo– this April you will be extremely motivated to be productive. Channel this energy into
organizing every aspect of your life, from personal relationships to your profession.
Libra– this April, you will feel the need to please everyone and leave no time for yourself. Don’t
forget that you have needs too!
Scorpio– this month, it may feel like you have taken two steps back. Try your best not to stress and
stay positive and everything will work it.
Sagittarius– this April, it seems you will have a hard time making big decisions. You must follow
your heart and everything will fall into place.
Capricorn– this month, you, like
Taurus, may feel extremely tired. Make
sure you get the rest you need and
the rest of April will be great for you.
Aquarius– this month, you can’t let
yourself slip oﬀ the grid. Make sure
you get out of the house and have
some fun!
Pisces– this month you will have an
extremely consistent routine. Make
sure you change some things before
you get too used to anything.
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April Calendar
April 2-6 Spring Break
April 10 Cupcakes Delivered
April 12 Parent Teacher Conferences
April 17 $2 Dress Down Day
April 18 Mass (Morning Activity Schedule)
April 19 Spring Musical Matinees/ Service Club Bake Sale
April 20 Spring Musical 8 pm/ Service Club Bake Sale
April 21 Spring Musical 7 pm
April 23 Collection for Animal Shelter begins.
April 24 Senior Class Retreat/ Senior and Semi Final Payments Due!
April 26 Noon Dismissal, Taste Of 6:30
April 30 Faculty Meeting/Students dismissed at 1pm

Comic by Renee King
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Colander Planter
Materials:
• Colander
• Twine
• Glue
• Sheet moss
• Potting soil
• Seasonal plants
Steps:
• Wrap one colander handle tightly with a
half-yard of twine, pushing pieces together
as you go to avoid gaps.
• Once covered, tie oﬀ and add a dab of glue
to secure.
• Knot a yard of twine at each end of the
handle.
• Repeat entire process with opposite handle.
• Next, line the colander with sheet moss and
fill with potting soil and seasonal plants.
• Tie four lengths of twine
together and hang.

Mason Jar Soap Dispenser
•
•
•
•
•

Materials:
Mason jar
Soap
1/2” high-speed steel drill bit
Soap dispenser pump

Steps:
First measure and mark the center of the jars lid
Using a 1/2” high-speed steel drill bit drill a hole to fit the
width of a soap dispenser pump-pumps from old lotion pumps
Fill the jar with liquid soap, screw the lid back on, and insert
the pump. You may need to trim the bottom of the pump to
fit your jar.
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In honor of the yearly school musical coming up this month, this month’s pop culture column is
highlighting some of the smash-hit musicals that are currently on Broadway.
Hamilton: An American Musical
This musical showcases the life of a particular founding father, Alexander Hamilton, in a way
that has never been done before. The music, lyrics, and book were all written by the extremely
talented Lin-Manuel Miranda, who also happened to play Alexander Hamilton himself in the
Broadway production. This musical stands out with its unique use of hip-hop and rapping strung
throughout the musical. In 2016, Hamilton won 11 Tony Awards and had a record-setting amount
of 16 nominations. This musical also received the Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater
Album and the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in the same year. Don’t throw away your shot to listen
to the now iconic soundtrack of this musical!
Dear Evan Hansen
This musical follows the life of Evan Hansen, a high school senior who suﬀers from social
anxiety disorder. His life is turned upside down after the death of his classmate, when a small lie
he tells intertwines him with his former classmate’s family. Dear Evan Hansen shined a light on
mental illness with its beautifully touching soundtrack and stunning acting from its cast. You
may recognize the star, Ben Platt, from the acapella movie, Pitch Perfect and Laura Dreyfuss from
the long-running television series, Glee. This musical was nominated for 9 Tony Awards and
achieved winning 6 of them. This is a heartwarming musical that you’ll remember for forever!
SpongeBob SquarePants: The Broadway Musical
This musical is based oﬀ of the iconic Nickelodeon television show, SpongeBob SquarePants. It
follows the everyday life of everyone’s favorite inhabitant of a pineapple under the sea and all of
his wacky friends. It’s just a typical Bikini Bottom day in the beginning, but soon disaster strikes
and some of our favorite animated characters come to life to save their town from a deadly
volcano. This show is filled to the brim with catchy songs, written and composed by some very
famous artists, such as Sara Bareillies and David Bowie. SpongeBob Squarepants: The Broadway
Musical is a musical that can bring a smile to almost anyone’s face, and it’s about far more than
7
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Although the 2017-2018 school year is almost over, it’s never too late to shake things up a
little. A new activity day schedule is being phased in, and will take full eﬀect next school year. In
the past, classes were shortened to one hour, Period C was moved to before lunch, and the activity
period was held from 1:00 p.m. to 2:20 p.m. Now, classes will still be shortened, however the day
will proceed as follows:
Period A
Period B
Period C
Lunch
Activity
Period D
This new schedule gives everyone a chance to participate in clubs, even with a busy schedule
or sports practices, because it it held during the school day. Students have a variety of clubs to
choose from. Below is a list of every club now oﬀered, and the teacher or faculty member who
moderates it:
Art Club- Mr. Barreto
Board Game Club- Sister Prendergast
Book Club- Mrs. Sklarski
Bowling Club- Mr. Gleason
Etiquette Club- Ms. Hammond
Future Nurses Club- Mrs. McGrath
Gardening Club- Mrs. Batelli and Mrs. Gitto
Glam Club- Mrs. Ross
Helping Club- Mrs. Medrano
Knitting/Crocheting/Crafts Club- Mrs. Valentinetti and Mrs. Beatrice
Math Club- Mr. Gleason
Movie Club- Sister Alexander
Spiritual Book Club- Mrs. Sklarski
Technology Club- Mrs. Batelli and Mrs. Gitto
Tolkien Club- Mr. Murphy
Traﬃc Safety Club- Ms. Banta
Yearbook- Mrs. Pucci and Mrs. Gitto
Yoga Club- Mrs. James
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Refreshing Lemon Bars
Ingredients:
8 tbsp softened Butter
3/4 cup Sugar, divided
3/4 cup Flour
8 oz Cream Cheese
1/2 cup Sugar
1 package Instant Lemon Pudding Mix (3.4 oz)
1 3/4 cup Milk
8 oz thawed Frozen Whipped Topping

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350.
2. Line an 8x8 dish with aluminum foil.
3. Cream the butter and 1/4 cup sugar until
creamy.
4. Beat in the flour until well blended.
5. Press into bottom of prepared pan and bake
25 minutes or until lightly brown on edges.
6. Allow to cool.
7. Beat together cream cheese and 1/2 cup
sugar until well blended.
8. Spread over cooled crust.
9. In another bowl combine pudding mix and milk and beat for 3 minutes until barely
thickened.
10. Spread over the cream cheese.
11. Refrigerate until pudding is set.
12. Remove from pan by lifting foil.
13. Cut into bars.
14. Spread whipped topping over bars.
These refreshing bars are the perfect dessert to bring to any
springtime party or backyard barbecue!
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