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ACROSS THE DISTRICT
BUDDY BENCHES: Springdale Elementary fifth-grader Sarah-Katherine Cantrell is doing
her part to make Lexington Two
school playgrounds friendlier
places. Sarah-Katherine envisioned a Buddy Bench project
and, after getting the board’s
OK, set about to make it a reality. Now, all Lexington Two
schools are getting benches,
thanks to Sarah-Katherine’s vision and Donna and Travis
Crumpton, owners of D & T
Steel in Pelion — who created
benches themed to each of the
district’s schools and donated
them at no cost. SarahKatherine’s bench for Springdale is dedicated to former Principal Shane Thackston, whose
family members (from back row
left, Carol Thackston, Tip Thackston, Turner Thackston, Victoria Thackston and Mackenzie Thackston, with Sarah-Katherine) were on-hand for the unveiling. Several area TV stations and newspapers shared the story.
MARCHING BANDS AT STATE: The Airport and
Brookland-Cayce high school marching bands competed in the recent 3A State Championships, presented by the SC Band Directors Association. It was
the first time in more than a decade that the two
have competed at the championships together.
FOOTBALL HONORS: Six Lexington Two high
school football players and one coach have been
named to the inaugural Metro Bowl All-Star game.
Rosters include players from public and private
schools in the Midlands. Lexington Two players
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named to the West Team include:
Airport
 Quarterback: Brandon Caughman
 Offensive line: Sean Miller, JC Redmond
Brookland-Cayce
 Receiver: Joe Pradubsri
 Offensive line: Tyrick McCoy
 Linebacker: Paul Edwards
Airport High Coach Kirk Burnett (left) also was selected to serve as a
wide receivers coach for the West Team.
ENABLING PARK: A groundbreaking was held for the new
West Columbia Enabling Park along the Riverfront. A story in the
West Metro News noted the park will bring families together, allowing children with and without disabilities a play space to be used together. Children of all abilities can interact with each other and be
free to play, exercise, and have fun. There will be features to increase accessibility for those who use wheelchairs or walkers, and
features for those who have limited vision or vision impairment. Public art and the creativity of the local community will be incorporated
throughout the project (Riverbank’s Karen Holloman, right, a school
liaison with the project, attended groundbreaking with son Braxton).
TEACHER OF THE YEAR: Daniel Bailey, who was last year’s
Lexington Two Teacher of the Year, was selected recently as
American Legion Teacher of the Year. He was honored at a reception with the award, presented by Cayce Memorial Post
130. Among selection criteria was a collection of Bailey’s teaching
experiences as well as letters of recommendations from principals, district leaders, students and parents. “This honor is very
humbling for me,” said Bailey, who started as a teacher in Lexington Two in 2012. “As the grandson of a veteran, I recognize the
importance of serving others in many different forms. Like our veterans who serve in the military to protect our country and many of
our freedoms, I look to instill this thought in my students to realize
the importance of serving others” (Right, Bailey is shown with Post
leader Duane Johnson).
AIRPORT HIGH
STUDENT COUNCIL AWARDS: Airport High’s Student Council
won several awards during the recent 87th Annual Southern Association of Student Councils Conference (SASC). Trace Wingard,
current student body president, was awarded the SASC Member
of the Year, recognized for his leadership at Airport High and in
the community. Airport also received awards in project competition, including a second place for Reading Buddies in the mentoring outreach program and a third place for the Holiday Blitz drive in the school service/spirit category.
Airport students also hosted four workshops on leadership. In addition to Wingard, Airport students
who attended the recent conference at Cane Bay High School in Summerville were Cayleen Hall,
Kallie Richbourg, Madison O'Quinn, Amaya Epperson, Sydney Coleman, Kaylin Liscusky, Joshua
Parga, Emma Chandler, Katie Kyzer and Geena Rocanella.

HEADING TO STATE: Congratulations to varsity girls cheer, which will head to State Finals at Colo2

nial Life Arena on Nov. 17 (right).
HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS: Airport’s annual Trickor-Treat Lane (above) drew more than 1,000 community
visitors to enjoy kids’ carnival games, costumed characters, a door decorating contest and, of course, a lot of
candy.
BROOKLAND-CAYCE HIGH
ON PARADE: Congratulations to Brookland-Cayce
High’s JROTC, which participated in the Veterans Day
parade in Columbia earlier this month.
THE BIG REVEAL: After months of waiting, the contents of a mysterious box (right) found this summer behind the Class of 1931 brick at Brookland-Cayce High
were finally revealed. Inside the medium-sized, rusty
rectangular box — soldered shut — was an edition of
The State newspaper, dated August 20, 1931, a small
Bible and what appeared to be a court-related publication with election information from then-New Brookland
community. Research later found that edition of The
State contained a story about the laying of the cornerstone brick at the school that day — nearly 90 years
ago. The box was opened during the Brookland-Cayce
High School Foundation’s Annual Membership and Barbecue Supper. Principal Gregg Morton said the hope is
to create a display of the box’s contents to share when
renovations at the auditorium are complete.
BUSBEE CREATIVE ARTS ACADEMY
CABARET: Congratulations to Busbee for another successful year with the Dessert Cabaret.
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It was a packed house for the event, in its fourth year (above, scenes from the show). Busbee got a
helping hand from Culinary Arts students from the neighboring Lexington 2 Innovation Center, as
well as The Bobcat Players from Saluda River Academy for the Arts.
CAYCE ELEMENTARY
SOCKTOBER: Cayce Elementary’s Junior Beta Club (below) collected nearly 500 pairs of socks as
part of its Socktober campaign.
L2IC
IN FULL SWING: Faculty, staff and
students are settled in at the new
Lexington 2 Innovation Center, with
moving day held in mid-October. A
formal dedication is planned for Dec.
11. In the meantime, instructors and
students are putting the expanded
space for learning into full use. In the
Culinary Arts program, the University
of South Carolina College of Hospitality, Retail and Sports Management recently stopped in to film in
the state-of-the-art commercial kitch4

chen, as chef instructor Isaac Pressley
and his students
(right) made omelettes and crepes.

RIVERBANK
ELEMENTARY
NATIONAL
SCHOOL LUNCH
WEEK: Several Lexington Two schools
held special cafeteria
-related activities for
National School
Lunch Week. At
Riverbank, Principal
David Sims and Assistant Principal Christopher
Dickey surprised students by serving lunch one
day.
QUITE THE CHARACTERS: Pumpkins aren’t
just for carving! At Riverbank Elementary, second
-graders created some of their favorite book characters by decorating pumpkins (right). And, along
reading and Halloween themes, kindergarten
teachers dressed the part while classes were
reading “The Day the Crayons Quit.”
DEDICATION CEREMONY: A formal dedication ceremony was held for Riverbank, Lexington
Two’s newest elementary school. Riverbank families, educators, business and community leaders,
school board members and others turned out for
a reception and guided tours of the two-story,
162,000-square-foot school. Among featured
speakers at the event were State Sen. Nikki Setzler, a graduate of Lexington Two’s BrooklandCayce High, and West Columbia Mayor Bobby
Horton, whose children graduated from the same
high school. Riverbank, which opened for the new
school year in August, combined BC Grammar
No. 1 and Pineview elementaries for an enrollment of just over 1,100 students.
SALUDA RIVER ACADEMY OF THE ARTS
FUNDRAISING FUN: Principal Jim LeBlanc
challenged his Saluda River Academy for the Arts
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students to raise $5,000 for Fun Run. They
exceeded it. So Mr. LeBlanc held up his end
of the bargain -- getting his hair shaved and
dyed blue (center right). We love his spirit of
fun.
ON STAGE: Saluda River Academy for the
Arts’ Senior Dance Company and The Bobcat Players performed at the Town of Pine
Ridge’s 60th Anniversary Festival.
ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE WEEK: Dave
McDonald, a published comic book artist,
worked with second- and fourth-grade students on creating an original four-panel comic. McDonald showed students how to use simple shapes to create original characters, and demonstrated step-by-step examples on how to use shapes and lines to create characters with expressions. The students were very surprised at how they could all draw original characters by using this
process, and they now have more confidence in their drawing skills. Students practiced their storytelling skills by coming up with a 4-panel comic, and studied character development and writing.
McDonald was one of four professional artists to visit the school during the recent Artists in Residence Week.
SPRINGDALE ELEMENTARY
INDUCTION CEREMONY: The Springdale
Elementary chapter of the National Junior
Beta Club inducted 57 new members during
a first induction ceremony on Oct. 25. Angel
Anderson, a member of the Senior Beta Club
from Airport High School, was the guest
speaker. The National Beta Club is a service
organization for middle and high school students that promotes academic excellence,
character, service, and leadership. Students
are chosen based upon a combination of
GPA and attendance and must exhibit good
character traits and exemplary behavior. To
remain in Junior Beta Club at Springdale Elementary, students are required to participate in four hours of community service, maintain their GPA,
and display excellent behavior.
SOCKTOBER: Springdale students collected 346 pairs of new
socks to support Socktober, the Beta Club’s first ever community service project. The Beta Club counted and boxed the socks,
which will be distributed to local nursing homes and homeless
centers.
FAMILY ART NIGHT: It was a full house for Springdale’s annual Family Art Night (right), which featured a pizza dinner and
Picasso-inspired pumpkin painting.

FUND RUN: Springdale’s annual Fund Run raised nearly
$13,000 for school equipment that keeps young bodies and
minds strong. The event is in memory of longtime PE teacher
Cindy Roof Wilkerson, who always encouraged students to stay active for good health. Every student participated in the 1.5-mile walk/run.
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