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Have A Great Summer Vacation Castlebay!
You worked and studied hard, and you gave
it your all. You made sure you did your
homework, went to sleep early, set the alarm
clock, ate a quick breakfast, grabbed your
backpack and got to school on time for 180
days … and now … Summer Vacation! You will
have 73 days (1,752 hours) of vacation time to
spend with family and
friends and have the
opportunity to learn new
things, share new
experiences, and have the
time to just “be!” Whatever
you do, be safe, eat
heathy, drink lots of water,
enjoy reading good books,
get plenty of exercise,
protect yourself from too much sun, be kind, be
considerate, and be respectful.

What Middle School Are You Going To?
By Catelyn Lee
After years at Castlebay, it is time for the 5th
graders to say “goodbye.” Every single 5th
grader has made delightful memories, learned
so much academically, and has experienced
tremendous personal growth. We owe a big
thank you to our hard-working and dedicated
teachers, aids, support staff, PATH, our
principal and vice-principal, and our families for
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making our years at Castlebay the best. Now
that the 5th graders are graduating in a few
weeks, we think about all the great friends we
have made along the way, but now, many of us
are going to different schools - it is time to go
our separate ways. There are plenty of other
changes ahead as well. There will be lockers to
deal with, a book locker, and a PE locker, five
different teachers, and just a little time to get to
each next class! Soon we will be starting a
brand new journey and creating brand new
memories to cherish! The pie chart shows all
the different paths the 2019 Castlebay Lane
Charter Elementary School graduation
students are taking. Wherever you are going to
go to middle school, we wish you good luck
and continued success in your educational
journey. The graduating class will never forget
Castlebay, and we promise to come and visit.

Blanca Flores,
retiring after 25
years with LAUSD.
Thank you for
keeping our school
so clean and
beautiful! We wish
you much
happiness!

Remember to follow and represent the Pillars of
Character during vacation time too! Use good
manners by saying “please” and “thank you,” and
be helpful. Be grateful and appreciative for all that is
given to you. Pitch in and volunteer to do some
chores around the house, and take on some new
responsibilities. If you want to show how “grown up”
you are, being responsible is a great way to prove
it. To the 5th grade graduating class, we will miss
you, and hope that you visit us often, sharing all the
wonderful things that you are doing in middle
school. To everyone else who is returning to
Castlebay, we look forward to another fabulous
school year starting on Tuesday August 20th.

Pali Camp

By Abby DiMattia and Emery Daly
Early in the morning on May 8th, Castlebay Lane
fifth graders boarded two large school buses to
begin the two-hour drive to Pali Mountain. Upon
arriving, the students exited the buses and instantly
split into groups. After dropping off their
luggage, they ate lunch and then dove right into
many fun activities. “I really loved exploring the
wilderness,” exclaimed Ryan Abernathy. Some
groups started by hiking in the crisp mountain air,
while others learned about animals and nature in
the peaceful woods. Kristapor Kedikian said, “Pali
camp was so much fun. We learned a lot about
nature!” During the action packed three day trip,
students learned how to use compasses, survive in
the woods, take hikes day and night, and were
encouraged to drink lots of water. Students enjoyed
three hot delicious meals each day. Nearly every
minute of this adventure was scheduled so that the
students wouldn’t miss out on any unique
experiences and still have plenty of time to eat,
sleep, and participate in other fun activities. On the
last day of camp, the campers packed their bags,
ate their final breakfast, and participated in one last
activity. Everyone agreed that Pali Camp was an
amazing experience. “I loved how we had so
many hands on activities, and the interactive
learning! Plus, we got to experience wildlife!” said
Chloe Yoon. Students returned to Castlebay, and
they were overflowing with stories to share and
memories to keep forever. Thanks to our teachers,
Dr. Fields, Mr. Mena, Mrs. O’Rourke, and Mrs.
Horosny for helping to make Pali Camp so special
for all of us!!
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Welcome New Castlebay
Connection Reporters

May 20, 2019, at precisely 2:55 PM will be
remembered by many Castlebay 4th graders, as
that was the precise time that they were told that
they were selected to be the reporters for the
2019/2020 school year. There were lots of
excited and happy looks on their faces, when just
moments before the announcement, they were
nervous and anxious. Some sat in disbelief that
“they had made it,” as many candidates had said
that becoming a Castlebay Connection reporter
had long been their dream. Several new
reporters even have older sisters and brothers
who were reporters years before them. The
selection process began a month ago, when
fourth grade teachers were asked to submit
names of students who met the requirements of
representing the Pillars of Character, had
strength in writing, and have proven themselves
to be responsible and dedicated to their work,
along with a strong desire to be a reporter. After
the students were notified that they were
candidates, they had to submit an essay to Mrs.
Dorfman, stating how they represented the
Pillars of Character, and why they felt that they
would be a good reporter. Every candidate
brought the essay in by the deadline and they
were reviewed and then finally with the help of
the current reporters, the new crop of reporters
were selected. Congratulations to Gabe
Degl’Innocenti, Colin Van Nguyen, Saxon
Humphrey, Necca Khorassani, Michellem
Sarkisyan, Nicole Ghazzarians, Ethan Lebovic
Tertoole, Jackson Kimball, Soha Taria, Sophia
Grasu, Isabella San Jose, Abigail Kim, Sarina
Christian, Eniola Fashola, Samantha DeVore,
and Nicole Khachatourians.

Mrs. Buchanan and Mrs. Kramer Are Retiring!!
By Brenna Angelo

Mrs. Kramer and
Mrs. Buchanan
have impacted so
many lives, and
have inspired so
many hundreds
upon hundreds of
students over the
many years that
they have been
teachers. Castlebay
will miss them very
much, and there aren’t words enough to say what
they have both meant to our school over the years
that they have taught here, but it is now time for us
to say goodbye to these two “irreplaceable” and
very loved teachers. When asked about her plans
for retirement, Mrs. Kramer said that she was
looking forward to sleeping as late as she wanted,
and reading lots of books! When asked the same
question, Mrs. Buchanan shared that she hoped to
travel, read more books, and spend time with her
grandchildren. Reflecting on what she would miss
most about Castlebay, Mrs. Buchanan said

without hesitation that she will miss her
colleagues, who are also her friends, and
students. Mrs.Kramer responded that she too
will miss the children. Mrs. Buchanan has been
teaching for 31 years, and Mrs. Kramer has
been teaching for 50 years. Mrs. Kramer stated
that her best memories have been watching the
children learn and grow, and Mrs .Buchanan
shared that she has just too many memories to
be able to pick a best one. Discussing their
favorite field trips, Mrs. Buchanan said she loved
going to Astrocamp, when she taught 5th grade,
and Mrs.Kramer reflected that the best field trip
in her opinion was the 24th Street Theater.
When asked, “What is the first thing that you are
going to do when you retire?” Mrs. Buchanan
said she is looking forward to sleeping in, while
Mrs. Kramer said she can’t wait to clean out her
garage. Thank you Mrs. Kramer and Mrs.
Buchanan for being such dedicated, caring, and
quite remarkable educators. What a legacy both
of them leave. We hope that they come back to
Castlebay and visit often! Happy retirement!

Kindergartener’s Farm Field Trip

Mystery Teacher

By Abigail Kim
On April 25, the kindergarteners went on a
fun and exciting field trip to the Underwood
Family Farm. The farm is approximately 18
miles from school, located in nearby Moorpark.
This is an annual field trip that the kindergarten
class has been going on for years, because
everyone loves going there. Students went to
cool, country classes to learn about crops and
how they are grown on the farm. They saw an
animal show that had all kinds of farm animals
like llamas, potbelly pigs, bunnies, dogs, hens,
and mice. Afterwards, they got to feed some of
the animals, ride on big farm tractors, and then,
what everyone looked forward to: they got to go
out in the fields and pick their own strawberries,
and take them home.

By Laila Teplin

Castlebay Memories
By Kara Lee
As the fifth grade classes prepare to
graduate, we sent out a questionnaire asking
them to share some of the great memories that
they would remember and cherish forever.
Cooper Stutler said that he would always
remember Castlebay’s 2019 experience of
snow falling this winter, while Jeremiah Cho
said that he would remember the chicks that
hatched in 3rd grade. Cadence Kim said that
she will never forget the time she ran for vice
president, and Emery Daly said she would
always look back in 4th grade when her teacher
recommended her to be a reporter on the
Castlebay Connection. Jocy Avelar stated that
she would always remember being part of the
AV crew, and Ryan Karabulut, like many
students who responded to the questionnaire,
said it was the field trip to the Underwood
Family Farm that would stay with him.
Alexander Tabakian said he would cherish the
2nd grade Stop-Motion project, and Renee
Verba said she will remember after school
chess, while Elizabeth Keshishyan said she will
always keep the memories of the time she got
to spend with the kindergarten buddies. Abigail
Kim will always remember the time in 2nd
grade when the whole school moved to Sunny
Brae. Chloe Yoon replied that she would never
forget 3rd grade when her class did a project
called Polyhedraville, and Sam Heafner will
never forget the time when he and his friend
built a 3D model of an obstacle course in 4th
grade. Thank you, Castlebay for the countless
beautiful experiences that have turned into
beautiful memories.

They also went on a huge fun tractor slide and
got to take in all the wonders of this fabulous
farm. The kindergarteners had a blast and a great
time while learning!

Rally in the Valley,
Robotics Challenge and STEAM Expo
On May 11, California State
University, Northridge hosted the
Sixth Annual Rally in the Valley Robotics Challenge and STEAM
Expo. There were 20 elementary
schools throughout the San
Fernando Valley and beyond
participating with almost 1,000
students, coaches, parents, and
community members in
attendance. The students designed, built, and
programmed their Lego Mindstorms EV3 Robots
for a variety of friendly challenges and fun
"coopertition" including: Follow-the-Line, Obstacle
Course, Space Challenge, Fire - a Burning Issue,
and Robot SUMO. Students also researched and
presented on how robots can be used to monitor
and assist in extinguishing forest fires.

Summer Word Search

By Tanvi Enaganti and Kara Lee

Spring Multicultural Concert A Big Hit
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Hatching the Chicks
By Tanvi Enaganti

Many of you know that Castlebay has raised
chicks for many years. This year two classes
(Mrs.Blankenship/
Mrs.Lague and Mrs.
Van Der Wel) chose
to raise the chicks.
The chicks spent
about 21-22 days in
the incubator. Each
weekend, the chicks
were given to a
student to take home.
It was very exciting
when students in the
second and third grade hallway began to hear
chirping noises as the newly-hatched chicks
made their way into the world. It was a great
educational opportunity to see the chicks
growing daily up close, and observe their
behavior. The classes invited other classrooms
to share in all the excitement and visit the
chicks when they were taken out of their cages
to hold them and observe them up close.This
was truly a wonderful experience to learn about
the life cycle of an egg right before our eyes!

Mystery Teacher: Mrs. Avila

The Spring Multicultural
Concert was performed
two times for the student
body in the Performing Arts
Center on Tuesday, May
28, and twice on Friday,
May 31, for students’
parents and their families.
First, second, and third
grade worked very hard with music teacher,
Mrs. Walsh over many weeks during their
music class and other scheduled times, to
learn challenging songs many in other
languages. Songs represented many
different cultures such as Mexican,
Hawaiian, African, and American. They also
had to rehearse practicing walking on and
off the stage, hand gestures, and how to exit
the PAC after their performance. The end
result was that each grade delivered
spectacular performances, with every song
and dance met with great applause and
cheering. Here the old adage of practice
makes perfect held true!

Q: What is the thing you
love most about teaching?
A: I love it when students
have that “Ah! I got it now!”
look on their face.
Q: What does a perfect vacation look like for
you?
A: Beach, sand, waves crashing, family around
me, fun!
Q: Who has influenced you the most in your
life?
A: My Dad has influenced me to be a servant,
and leader, and my Mom to love life!
Q: If you had the power to change one thing in
the world, what would you change?
A: People to be loving, kind, and forgiving
towards each other.
Q: What qualities make success in the
classroom?
A: Love, patience, inspiration, and putting love
into your work!
Q: What made you want to become a teacher?
A: I want to help students be the best version of
themselves, and I want to positively prepare the
children of our future to love learning.
Q: What is your favorite time of the year? Why?
A: The beginning of the year because you get to
start a new journey together every year! How
awesome is that!
Q: If you had three scoops of ice cream, what
flavors would you choose?
A: Rocky Road, Butter Pecan, and Chocolate.

The Castlebay Connection is dedicated to all of the
teachers, administration, staff, and volunteers, who have
profoundly impacted the lives of thousands upon
thousands of students who have entered the doors of
Castlebay, and have graduated prepared to pursue their
dreams, achieve their goals, and leave their mark in the
world.
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Bravo to brilliant director and writer Mrs. Jen Hull, and the
entire cast in The Acting Out Performance Company for the
outstanding live theatrical presentations of The Adventures of
Pinocchio in our Performing Arts Center!

Thank you and congratulations
to Jenny Wong
Anne Sukprasert-Precourt
and Elaine Woo
in creating a fabulous
2018/2019
Castlebay Yearbook!!

