Ranch Elementary School
43521 N. Kenworthy Rd. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140
Ph: 480-882-3530 Fax: 480-655-6412
https://ranch.jocombs.org/
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:00
October 2018
2 - Custodian Appreciation Day
2 - Chipotle Night (see page 8)
3 - PTO Meeting 4:30 Media Center
4 - Roadrunner Choir Practice 3:15pm
4 - Student Council Meeting 3:15pm
4 - Battle of the Books Study Session
3:15pm
5 - Pink Out for Breast Cancer
Awareness
5 - End of First Quarter
7 - 15 - Fall Break NO SCHOOL
16 - School back in session
17 - Lunch on the Lawn
18 - Bring your parents to lunch
18 - Students of Character luncheon
18 - Roadrunner Choir Practice 3:15pm
18 - Battle of the Books Study Session
3:15pm
19 - Lunch on the Lawn
19 - Award Assembly K 8:20 class
room/1st & 2nd 8:45/ 3rd & 4th
9:25/10:05 5th & 6th
19 - Report Cards go home
19 - Trunk or Treat Carnival 5:30
24 - College Days - wear your favorite
college shirt
24 - Preschool Screening 8:30 by
appointment only
25 - Roadrunner Choir Practice 3:15pm
26 - Lunch on the Lawn
30 - Cookie Dough Delivery
31 - Lunch on the Lawn
31 - Harvest Parade 12:45pm

RANCH STAFF OCTOBER
1 - Don Angle
5 - Wendy Black Feather
12 - Barb Maier
16 - Holly Hipps
30 - Jackie Cross

McKenna Richardson - TRUSTWORTHINESS
McKenna is the kind of student
that you know you can depend on.
She leads her classmates by example and always encourages others to do their absolute best. She
is trusted by her classmates to
do the right thing and to be a loyal friend to all. She is sincere in
all she does and is always honest
to those around her. I know that
she is always truthful with me
and I know that she will continue
to lead others to excellence.
Ms. Radke

We would like to thank all
the families that attended
Parent Teacher
Conferences.
We had a 86% attendance
rate!

October 5th is
Ranch PINK OUT
Day in honor of
Breast Cancer
Awareness. Wear
Pink to show your
support.

You can follow us on Twitter:
@Ranchroadrunner if you don’t have a
Twitter account, but would like to receive
our updates via text message, follow
these easy steps:
 Type 40404 (as the recipient)
 Type “follow @Ranchroadrunner” (in
the message area)
 That’s it! You will now begin to receive
our Twitter updates, even without an
account
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October is one of our favorite
months in our class. There are so
many fun activities. We will be
learning about the color Orange and Triangles by
making funny looking pumpkin faces. We will also
learn about the letters ‘D’ and ‘P’. This month we
also learn about our community and
the people who help and serve us.
What fun ways to learn!

Thank you to all of you who attended parentteacher conferences! It was wonderful to
meet with all of you and discuss all of the
wonderful things that your student is doing in
Kindergarten. Please continue to help your
child practice their letters and sounds using
the weekly Fundations packets. We are also
working on writing stories through our pictures. In Math Expressions, we will continue
counting, writing numbers, and learning to say
and show the 5-group pattern. Thank you for all of your
support with your child’s learning!

First grade is working on digraphs and blending. We will start glued sounds during the 2nd
quarter. In Math we are being detectives by
finding the missing addend while solving equations and word problems. Please remember to
read with your child for 20 minutes every
night, review trick words, and practice
mixed Math addition/subtraction
equations/vertical form.
In the month of
October third grade will
be reading The Moon
Seems to Change while
learning how to gain information from illustrations and determine what the main idea of a passage is. In Fundations the students will be reviewing the concept of vowel consonant e, and
learning the new concept of the vowel consonant
e exception. Math, we are completing our unit on
multiplication and moving on to exploring fractions! Our focus in Social Studies is understanding the different parts of a Map and how to use
them. Have a great Fall Break!

The EYC preschool classrooms
will be learning all about our
community and community helpers. We will be focusing on the color orange and the shape of a triangle. Our concepts are
long/short and our letters/sounds will be T and D.
Help us reinforce our theme and vocabulary at
home by reading books about the community. Make
sure you talk about all the places in our community
when you are out and about!

EYC

In the month of October, Kinder Prep will be
learning all about” Life
on the Farm”. The children will be answering
questions: “What is a Farm?” “How do machines help farmers?” “Why do farmers
have animals?” and “How does food get
from the farm to your plate?” Our concepts of the month will be “in” and “out”.
Our color of the month is orange and our
shape is a triangle. Our letters this month
are Ff, Gg, and Hh. Our numbers are 5 and
6. Our rhyming word families are “at” and
“ink”. Our math concept of the
month is patterns. Our author of
the month is Norman Bridwell who
writes the Clifford series.

The fabulous super-heroes that they are, 2nd
graders are zooming into Unit Two, Addition
Within 200, using ever-growing superpowers
to extend their understanding of base-ten to
hundreds, while computing sums within 1000,
and becoming super-hero fluent with addition
within 100! In ELA, they are creating super
illustrations and using words to understand
characters. They are also learning about one
of our nation’s super-heroes, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and writing about his life. 2nd
graders are climbing great heights in Fundations, exploring closed syllables, exceptions
to closed syllables, suffixes, and how suffixes
can show the past and present tenses of
words. In Science, 2nd graders are studying
Migration and Hibernation. And in Social
Studies, the students are super-smart, studying the three branches of government, Congress, and the Supreme Court. 2nd graders
truly are super-heroes!
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We are having a fantastic time in Fourth
Grade. We have been working on our Quarter 1 Galileo tests. In Math, we are working
on multiple strategies for solving multiplication problems. In Language Arts, we have
been reading about “Becoming Researchers.” We are learning about Arizona’s Geography and People in Social Studies. We just completed classmate
biographies and are putting our
typing skills to work by typing our
final drafts.
Students have been diving
into citing textual evidence
and finding how they can
make connections of their
own with authors. Many of
the students have had eye
opening experience with this process along
with amazing group discussions on the passages being covered in MyPerspectives. In
math the students have been working on
fractions. Part to whole in dividing, multiplying, and of course refreshers on already
known materials such as math facts! Social
Studies they have been looking at geography
of the world. In Science they have summed
up how natural disasters such as Hurricanes
and Volcanoes affect our weather conditions
now and into the future. We look forward to
predicting what the weather is going to be
like next year at this time of the year with
all the volcanic disturbances! After break it
is on to new and exciting things. We will see
you then and look forward to an outstanding
2nd quarter!
A fever is a warning sign
that all is not right with
the body. NO child with
a temperature of 100
degrees or higher should
be sent to school. Students have to be fever free
for 24 hours without the use of any over-thecounter medications. If vomiting or diarrhea occurs, keep your child home until the vomiting and/
or diarrhea has stopped for 24 hours without the
assistance of over-the-counter medication. In October we will be continuing our Hearing & Vision
screenings.
Ms. Holly

How time flies when you're having fun! In the
month of October, 5th graders will continue to
delve into the Biz Town curriculum in preparation for the upcoming field trip in February!
Students will learn about financial literacy, learn
how to write checks, balance their checkbooks,
and so much more! Please submit the field trip
payment and paperwork at your earliest convenience, and no later than Nov. 9th. In math, students will start to tackle multiplication and division of fractions by exploring multiple strategies
that can be used. In reading, we will start a new
graphic novel, Washed Up, to further explore
reading concepts and prepare to write an informative essay. The first week of October will
be the deadline for meeting A.R. goals and submitting all work as grades will close. We
look forward to celebrating students'
hard work at the upcoming Awards Assembly! As always, thanks for all of your
support from home!

Title I Reading

October is going to be a great month in Title 1
as we continue working on concepts and skills
in reading. First and second grade students
have been working hard to learn letters and
sounds and blend them to read words. They
have started reading and writing decodable
sentences and will be reading short stories.
Sight words are learned through a multisensory method called VAKT. The letters stand for
Vision, Auditory, Kinesthetic, and Tactile.
Learning sight words with this method helps
students to internalize words so they can recognize them when reading and also be able to
spell them. Our third through sixth grade
students are using context clues to understand the meanings of unfamiliar words in passages or stories they are reading. They have
been practicing looking for the different
types of context clues within a sentence or
paragraph. Students understand that this will
help improve their comprehension.
Have a great month and please read
over Fall Break!
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JOI CLUB
JOI Club students completed another 20 blankets for
their project that assists with the Mission that aids the
Apache San Carlos Reservation. We are now working on 75
tote bags for the homeless to be handed over to Horizon
Health and Wellness Center in Apache Junction.
We are asking for donations to help fill our bags. We need
cases of water bottles, towels, washcloths, granola bars,
ball caps/hats and bars of soap. The donations can be
taken to Room #318.

GENERAL MUSIC NEWS!!
Each grade level and class will be
presenting a song or skit at our upcoming Veterans Day Celebration
held on FRIDAY 11/9 at 1:30pm.
They will be performing patriotic
music in song and speech. We will be
working hard for the next few
The Roadrunner Choir has met a few times and has months preparing for this awesome
been working hard on getting ready for a few per- experience where I know it will have
formances coming up! I'm proud of these kids and an impact on our students and comI think it's so awesome that students are excited munity. Thank you for participating
to come to choir and be a part of the club. As a
in this event with us.
reminder please make sure students bring their
choir folder each Thursday and try not to miss if at all possible since we have performances. I'm already aware of
students who will miss once a month for student council and
that is ok.

Roadrunner Choir

Choir Performances: November 28th for the students
December 18th for Parents
(students arrive 5:45pm)

ORCHESTRA NEWS!
Students have been getting settled into their instruments, becoming familiar with
notes, note reading and working on tone. They are already excited about their performance in December and we will be working extra hard getting ready. They have a
practice sheet to fill in how many minutes they have practiced for 5 days. Remind
them to bring their instruments and music on their assigned day. Violins come on M/
W. Cello's and Viola's come on T/TH. I will be working with a few 6th grade beginners separately, so make sure to ask them about it. Their performance is 12/1 at
6:00 PM. Students must arrive at 5:30 pm. Thank you!!
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Social Work Corner
Wow, it’s hard to believe that fall break is coming fast. This is a great time to talk with your kids
and find out what they really like about school this year and what is challenging them. What do
they think parents or family members can do to help them out. Sometimes that little bit of extra
encouragement can push them through a tough roadblock.
Beginning on Monday, October 15, the schools are celebrating National Lunch Week. On Thursday,
October 18, Ranch Elementary invites parents to come and have lunch with their children for
"Bring Your Parent to Lunch Day", a fun way to connect with your child during the day.
So many students are "Rockin with Character" around Ranch this year. We have nominations come
to the office on a daily basis as students continue to let their character shine through kind acts
and service. Keep it up kids, it warms Rocky's heart.

NATIONAL BRING YOUR PARENTS TO LUNCH DAY - Thursday, October 18th
We would like to invite all parents to come have lunch with their children. The cafeteria will be serving a cheese stuffed bread sticks with marinara sauce or a pork rib
sandwich with your choice of assorted fruit & veggie bar and milk. The cost for an
adult lunch is $3.15 (cash only). If you would like water it is an additional .75.

Parents – would you like to send
your child a special message
that will be displayed on the
lunchroom wall? If so, please fill
out the attached flyer on page 9.
Return flyer to front office by
October 17th.

Lunch Schedule:
1st Grade - 10:55
2nd Grade - 11:10
Kindergarten - 11:20
6th Grade - 11:40
3rd Grade - 11:50
4th Grade - 12:00
5th Grade - 12:10

Friday, October 19th
5:30 - 7:30pm
There will be lots of games and
candy to win!
Wear your costume and bring your
candy bag
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The following students were recognized on September 27th as Outstanding examples of
Students of Character demonstrating Responsibility. They had the opportunity to select a
friend and eat lunch on the stage.
Congratulations to:
Abel Aguilar
Ada Sam
Anthony Nevarez
Aubrey Bowers
Clark Larson

Cole Lafar
Elijah Hinton
Emerson McMeen
Hyrum Moak
McCrae Kittridge

Nathan Laneiwski
Preston Bell
Reed Masscera
Sophia Harbour
Zev Merkley

Jenny Curtis
I would like to nominate Jenny Curtis as the employee of the month. Jenny
exudes many pillars of character especially responsibility and caring. Jenny
consistently fulfills her responsibilities on time and cares for each of her
students, no matter how difficult they can be. Jenny is a delight to work
with!
Allyson Burton

Stacie Barreras
I would like to nominate Stacie Barreras as the employee of the month. Stacie has been friendly and kind since the first time we met. She has gone
above and beyond her call of duty to ensure that our students have all of
their curriculum needs met. In addition, Stacie was always available to assist
with Galileo login. Helpful, knowledgeable, generous with her time and always
smiles. Stacie is definitely a top candidate for staff of the
month!
Nimisha Tejani
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NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT
Peachjar
Our school district is going green with Peachjar! Beginning October 2, 2018, parents will begin receiving
flyers digitally. This transition will save our schools time and money while ensuring information makes it
home to parents. To ensure smooth delivery of this communication, we suggest you add
"School@peachjar.com” to your email contacts. When you receive your first eflyer, be sure to click
“always display images.” Thank you for supporting our efforts to ensure parents are well informed about
school programs, activities, and events.
Bond Updates
Here are some fun facts about the amount of materials being used to build the auditorium.
CMU Blocks – 59,781
Concrete – 913 Cubic Yards
Metal Stud Framing – 4425 Studs
Sheets of Drywall – 1375 Sheets
Gallons of Paint – 1125 gallons
Check out photos of the progress by visiting www.jocombs.org and selecting the Bond button in the middle of the home page.
National Principals Month
October is National Principals Month! We will be spotlighting our amazing leadership team on social media so make sure to follow us on Facebook @jocombsusd,Twitter @JOCombsUSD or Instagram
@j.o._combs !
Combs Education Foundation
Thank you to all the families who contributed to the Awareness Campaign for the Combs Education
Foundation. If you missed the opportunity but would still like to contribute to student scholarships and
teacher classroom grants, visit www.jocombs.org and select the Combs Education Foundation button
found in the center of the homepage.

Arizona Tax Credit
How can I make a tax credit donation?
Take advantage of Arizona Tax Credit. Ranch front office has tax credit forms or you can go to
our website at www.jocombs.org to print the tax credit form. When filling out the form please
be sure to check the box for Ranch Elementary for any amount up to $400 (joint filing) or $200
(single filing) that will be used for extra curricular activities and you will be reimbursed when
you file your Arizona taxes.

District Website, All Site websites and all Publications
Notice of Non-Discrimination
J.O. Combs Unified School District #44 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age or sexual orientation in admission and
access to its programs, services, activities, or in any aspect of their operations and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. J.O.
Combs Unified School District #44 also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices. The following employees have been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Compliance Officer for Title IX , Athletic Director, 2505 E. Germann Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Compliance Officer for Section 504/ADA, Director of Student Services, 301 E. Combs Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-987-5300.
El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs #44 no discrimina en base a su raza, color, religión, origen nacional, sexo, discapacidad, edad, o la orientación sexual para
la admisión y su acceso a sus programas, servicios, actividades, o en cualquier aspecto de sus operaciones y proporciona un acceso igualitario a los Boys Scouts y otro
grupos de jóvenes designados. El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs tampoco discrimina en sus prácticas de empleo y contratación. Los siguientes empleados
han sido designados para manejar las preguntas en cuanto a las pólizas de no discriminación: Funcionario de Cumplimiento de Título IX, Director Atlético 2505 E. Germann Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Funcionario de Cumplimiento para la Sección 504/ADA, Director de Servicios Estudiantiles, 301 E. Combs
Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-987-5300.

National Lunch Week Love Notes

To: ___________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________
From: _________

