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Superintendent’s
Message
Excellence in Education, Every Student, Every Day!
Welcome RCPS community to the 2018-2019 school year! Please help us welcome an outstanding group of
educators who have been reassigned or who have joined the Radford City School System Family this year:
School Board Office
No new or reassigned employees
McHarg
Deborah Reedy (Physical Education), Katelin Patnode (Physical Education), Cindy Martin (School Counselor), Erin Boyd (Cafeteria
Manager), Nicole Burgard (Special Education), Savannah McBride (SEAD teacher)
Belle Heth
Cole Wilder (6th Grade), John Ferguson (6th Grade), Keely Baird (6th Grade), Daniela Brunner (4th Grade), Teresa Chambers (3rd Grade)
Brandon Merix (3rd Grade), Katheryn Leeper (Speech and Language), Angie McCauley, (Special Education), Kathy Calfee (Paraprofessional), Shannon Kessler (Gifted-RCPS), Suzanne Woolwine (Reading Specialist)
John Dalton Intermediate
Alyson Gilbert (Math), Richard Fisher (Social Studies), Katie Owens (Special Education), Eric Root (Paraprofessional), Jordan Worrell
(Paraprofessional), Sandy Buettiker (Custodian), B’easy Thompson (504 Coordinator - DIS/RHS)
Radford High School
Becky Dangerfield (English), Casey Capps (Chemistry), Whitney Matlock (Math), Clark Ramsey (Math), Cindy Melton (Physical Education and Health), Angela Caldwell (Video Productions), Lucinda McDermott Piro (Theater). Glory Lovik (Cafeteria Manager), Mendy Bibb
(Cafeteria)
On behalf of RCPS, I hope everyone has had a restful, exciting and fun filled summer break. We look forward to a meaningful year as we
set forth to meet our mission of Excellence in Education…Every Student, Every Day!

Sincerely,

Robert F. Graham
Robert F. Graham
Superintendent
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Special Thanks for assistance on this newsletter to:
McHarg Elementary
Belle Heth Elementary
Dalton Intermediate
Radford High School
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EXCITING STEAM PROJECTS AT DALTON INT. SCHOOL!
by Bev Edwards
Among the many STEAM projects at DIS are two projects led by Amy Ramsey and Beverly Edwards. Mrs. Edwards’
7th graders have been involved in an exciting experiment. They have been monitoring and preparing to hatch chicken
eggs. Students used triple beam balances to determine the weight of the eggs over the 21 day incubation period. We
also monitored the temperature and the amount of water that was placed in the incubator. Our hypothesis with the
exception of one student was that the egg would weigh more as the chicken developed inside. However, our hypothesis has been proven false, a healthy chicken egg loses about 13% of its mass during incubation. Otherwise, the chick
does not have room to move around enough to break the shell with its egg tooth, and dies inside the egg as a result.
Our chickens have begun to hatch today. Over the next week, we will name, watch, play and finish our scientific
method reports with our chickens before sending them back to the farm. Special thanks to Kathy Harris for supplying
us with the eggs.
Mrs. Ramsey’s STEAM class has been studying the dynamics of flight with examples from different sports, such as, aerobatics,
skydiving (indoor and from a plane), and wing suits. We did seven different experiments showcasing Bernoulli’s principle of airflow. We
also created “How Slow Can You Go” ramps, where the winner had the slowest time.

Bobcat Alums to Lead Baseball and Girls Soccer Programs
by Jeff Smith

Nikki Greco and Drew Cox grew up in Radford and both demonstrated Bobcat spirit as athletes and through
involvement in other school activities while students at RHS. Now, as teachers at RHS, Greco will take the lead
as head coach of the varsity girls’ soccer team, and Cox will be the head of the of the Bobcat baseball program.
Ms. Greco, RHS Class of 2007, participated in cross country, indoor and outdoor track, basketball, and, of course
soccer, during her years on The Hill. She matriculated to Emory & Henry College where she majored in History
and Social Studies Education and played soccer. She graduated in 2011.
Ms. Greco began her teaching career at Virginia Middle School in Bristol, VA where she taught four years and was
an assistant coach of the Cross Country team and head coach of the Virginia High Bearcats Girls Varsity Soccer
team. She returned to RHS in 2015, where she has taught in the Social Studies Department and been an assistant
coach for cross country and girls soccer.
“I am beyond excited for this opportunity and to hopefully lead the girls’ soccer team to a state championship,” said Greco. “In order to
do so, I have to steal a quote from Bobby Knight who said, ‘To be as good as it can be, a team has to buy into what you as a coach are
doing. They have to feel you’re a part of them and they’re a part of you.’”
Drew Cox graduated from RHS in 2013. He was a member of the 2013 State Basketball Championship team and played baseball for four
years. Upon graduation, he attended Radford University where he received a B.S. in Social Science, graduating in 2017.
Mr. Cox began his teaching career in the social studies department at RHS in the fall of 2017. He has served as an assistant coach in the
baseball program and looks forward to serving as the program’s head coach.
“I’m looking forward to developing the baseball program and helping Bobcat baseball reach higher levels of performance in district,
regional, and state competition,” said Cox.

Belle Heth House Sorting
by Jenny Zienius
Belle Heth has been busy sorting all students, staff, parents, visitors, and many more into our new House System.
It started with the staff being randomly sorted. Then the excitement continued as students were all randomly
sorted the next week. We are all Bobcats, and now we have 4 Houses representing different characteristics. The
Houses are Compassion (kindness, love, friendship); House Grit (courageous, brave, fierce); House Tenacious
(determined, loyal, persistence); and House Visionary (creative, enterprising, innovator). The goal of the house
system is to provide community spirit within the school (each house contains students from 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th
grades), lead community service projects, and reinforce positive behavior. Houses are earning points to determine a winner of the House
points at the end of each marking period. Students work to do their BEST (Be Respectful, Everyone is Safe, Stay Kind, and Take
Responsibility) to earn points for their houses. Another way students can earn points is by participating in our community service
projects. Students brought in canned good for our September community service project. We were able to donate over 3,000 food items
to the Radford Backpack Program. Our goal is to have a community service project each month. We are so excited about showing pride
in our own House while also supporting the other Houses because we are all Bobcats!!

