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Fax: 562-498-3344

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ,
This weekend, we celebrate the Solemnity of the
Ascension of the Lord into heaven, just a week before the
great feast of Pentecost. The Gospel today reminds me of
an inscription carved into the stone over the entrance
door of my seminary in Ireland, ''Euntes docete omnes
gentes.'' (''Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations.'') (Matthew 28:19) The seminary is a missionary
college called All Hallows Seminary, its focus for over 160
years has been to form priests and send them out to all
the English speaking countries of the world. In its early
years, hundreds of priests were formed during the great
years of immigration. That inscription kept us fired up
with the Holy Spirit as we journeyed through the years of
formation at All Hallows. It’s the one thing that all past
priests remember about the College; it’s the first thing
you see when entering and the last thing you see upon
leaving. It has left an indelible mark in each of our hearts
as we left our native Ireland to proclaim the good news of
Jesus Christ.
The first reading today explains what actually happened
on the Ascension. The last few Sundays, Jesus has been
teaching His disciples that He will leave them, not as
orphans, but with a gift from the Father in heaven, an
Advocate, who will not leave them alone, but will help
them in the mission ahead. This scripture passage
encourages the disciples, once again, not to doubt, not to
question, but to trust that all will be well. How often we
too are like the disciples, wondering when this or that will
happen, but Jesus challenges them to be patient,
''It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the
Father has established by his own authority.'' (Acts 1:7)
So why question? Why doubt? Jesus has said, time and
time again, that we will not be left alone. This Advocate,
this Spirit of Truth, will help the disciples, and us, on our
mission here on earth. It will help us to be witnesses to
Jesus Christ and His way, challenge us to go out and share
the Good News with all, not just Christians and Catholics,
but to all. The Spirit will help us not to lose faith in times
of struggle or even abandonment. It will help us to know
that the Holy One of God is by our side and leading us
forward to the truth.
When Jesus was lifted up into the clouds, His disciples
stood in awe, looking up to the heavens, somewhat
bewildered and in fear not knowing the outcome. Then,
''Two men dressed in white garments stood beside them.
They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why are you standing there
looking at the sky’?'' (Acts 1:11)

I think this is a great statement and there is a great
message here for all of us too. Sometimes, we go through
life looking up at the sky somewhat afraid to look around
us. Do you look away when you see people in need
around you, in your neighborhoods, or in your families? I
think at times we all love to look up into the sky, feeling I
don't want to get involved, I have to much to do, let
somebody else deal with this. The two men dressed in
white were messengers from God in heaven, challenging
the disciples to get on with the mission Jesus had
commissioned them to do, to get on with the projects,
and to go out and proclaim the Good News throughout
the entire earth. This is our mission too, if we profess to
be ''followers of Jesus Christ, not fans of Jesus.'' Being a
follower means action. Are you action orientated in your
living of the Gospel? Are you willing to look around you
and do something for the good of humanity, or do you
prefer to look away or to look up, sit back and ignore.
The Spirit of the Lord is truth and wisdom. It helps us all
to stay focused with the right message for all to follow,
just do it!
June 3rd is my mother’s first anniversary of her death,
Mary Crean O’Brien. May my dear Mother, Rest In Peace.
June 4 th is my 24th anniversary of my ordination to the
Priesthood, a happy day of many memories of my loved
ones in Ireland.
This coming Friday, June 7 our parish school 8th grade
graduation takes place. Thank you to Mrs Holmquist our
Principal, staff and teachers who formed them over the
years to this day. May our graduates and their families
celebrate with joy this special moment in their lives.
Congratulations!
Mrs Johanna Raab who is our weekly sacristan, her
nephew Robert Kraus died in a farming accident during
the week. He was 59 and married to Gertrude. Also her
only son Bernie is in Hospital for 2 weeks and needs our
prayers of healing.
Welcome to those visiting us this weekend. To all those
of other faith traditions, you bless us with
your presence. Please pray for the
homebound and sick of our parish.
Love,
Fr. Gerard

In our lives there are crosses, there are difficult
moments. But in these difficult moments we
feel that the Holy Spirit helps us to go forward
and to overcome the difficulties. #SantaMarta

OLR Golf Tournament

Fr. Bill & Fr. Al Anniversary Celebration Preparation

Come join the celebration! Come celebrate spring,
celebrate fellowship, celebrate good cheer. Join us for
our 5th Annual OLR Golf Tournament on Monday, June
10th at Recreation Park Golf Course. There are spots
available but they will sell out, so get your foursome
together and send in your money to guarantee your spot.
All money raised goes to support our school and church
needs. This is a fun way to raise money. Contact Mike
Krantz at 714-745-4781 or Janis Krantz at 714-745-4380.
More information on the school website and at OLRS.org

The 120 Year Anniversary Committee has been planning for
months the celebration Mass and Reception for Msgr. Bill
and Fr. Al on June 9 at the 11:30 Pentecost Mass. This is a
momentous occasion and we need help. Volunteers are
needed to help prepare the cafeteria and auditorium on
Friday, June 7 at 3:00 pm and Saturday June 8 at 10 am. If
you can help, please call Steve Lang 714-600-0817 or parish
office at 562-498-6641. We invite the Parish family to show
our love and gratitude, to these two Spirit-filled priests,
who have dedicated their lives of service for 60 years!

Religious Education Summer Day Camp
Sign ups for Summer Day Camp now
Open! For children ages 3-12.
June 24-July 5, 2019 from 9am–1pm.
Featuring games, crafts, singing,
Bible Stories, Saint of the Day. Teen
and adult volunteers needed!
Forms are in the church vestibules
or by calling RE Office 562-597-3102.

STEM Summer Camp
Our Lady of Refuge School will be hosting a Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Camp for ALL
students in grades 2-8 from June 24-July 3 from 1pm-4pm
(directly following Religious Ed Summer Day Camp). Camp
will feature robotics, computer coding, science experiments,
hand on discovery, and a makerspace. For more information
or to sign up please call the school office at 562-597-0819.

Parish Finance Council Update
The OLR Parish Finance Council reports that 2019 weekly
collections have shown improvement in recent months. We
are striving toward an offering goal of $15,000 per week.
January (5 week average)
$9,923
February (4 week average)
$9,874
March (4 week average)
$10,226
April (5 week average)
$10,363
May (3 week average as of 5/20/19) $11,555
Please note: These operating income amounts do not
include gifts restricted to Building Improvement, Special
Collections or School Support. Thank you for your
continued support of the parish!

Student Corner
On June 7, 2nd Grade is leading the school in First Friday
Mass. This Mass is in Thanksgiving for receiving our First
Holy Communion. We have been praying for Deacon Roger.
Three of our class pet caterpillars Phil, Peter and John
metamorphosed into butterflies. Two more caterpillars
James and Matthew just became chrysalis. It has been fun
watching them grow and learn about life cycles. We are also
learning about the life cycle of plants, and gardening. The
last week of school we are going on a field trip to the
aquarium. It is almost summer! Peace, Emily - 2nd Grade

Emergency Plan Task Force
The parish is seeking anyone with experience to help set
up an emergency plan for the parish, particularly at
Sunday and weekday Mass. If you are a Police Officer,
Fire Officer or retired and would like to help, please call
Fr. Gerard at the rectory at your earliest convenience.

Principal’s Corner
The last few weeks have been very busy at the school. I
would like to thank all the parishioners who participated
in the annual Spring Event Gala, "Havana Nights". It was
a beautiful venue and the evening was wonderful. Fr.
Gerard, Fr. Bill, Deacon Roger, and Mary Ellen attended.
It was lovely to see the tremendous support for our
parish school from the attendees. Thank you to Marcie
DeHart and her committee for all their hard work. This
weekend is the student performance of Peter Pan. Our
spring musicals, under the guidance of Mrs. Goryachev,
have been top-notch productions. The Friday night
dinner performance is sold out, but tickets are available
for the shows on Saturday and Sunday. Next week, our
8th graders will graduate. They are a fun-loving bunch
and they will be missed. As the year winds down, the
activities wind up. Please, if you have not already done
so, try to participate in the annual Parish/School Golf
Tournament. For further info about the school go to
www.olrs.org. Blessings, Mrs. Holmquist

Upcoming Events - Save the dates!
June 7 - School 8th Grade Graduation Mass
June 9 - Fr. Bill & Fr. Al Anniversary Celebration
June 9 - Pentecost
June 10 - OLR Golf Tournament
June 12 - Last Day of School
June 15 - Fil-Am Friendships Day
June 24 - Rel. Ed Summer Day Camp & STEM Camp begin
Today as we celebrate the feast of the
Ascension, we are reminded that Christ’s
saving work on earth continues through his
disciples and now through us. When we
give to the poor, God indeed pours his love,
peace and joy into our hearts, into our lives and into the
hearts of those who are poor.

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:

Sunday, June 2 - Ascension Sunday
Those in our parish who
8:00 am Mary Lee Baker (INT)
are sick and cannot be
9:30 am Marcelina Diego (RIP)
here with us today and
Phil Diego (RIP)
their relatives.
11:30 am OLR Parishioners
Polyana Carneiro,
5:30 pm Roger Faubert (INT)
Raymundo Gomes
Monday, June 3 - St. Charles Lwanga and
Carneiro, Charlyn
Companions, Martyrs
DeCoudres,
Robert
8:00 am Steve & Martha
DeCoudres, Andrea Diego,
Monaghan (RIP)
Virginia Ellis, Roger
Mary Crean O’Brien (RIP)
Faubert, Marie Fox, Diane
Tuesday, June 4
Halal, John King, Larry
8:00 am Romy Silverio (RIP)
Larocco, Edna Lia,
Wednesday, June 5 - St. Boniface
Veroníca Lomeli, Brenda
8:00 am Enrique & Francisca
Meicht, Rodney Meyer,
Hernandez (RIP)
Lupe Montalvo, Diana
Thursday, June 6 - St. Norbert
Mortensen, Dick Nuttall,
8:00 am Roger Faubert (INT)
Ruth Nuttall, Daisy
Friday, June 7
Ordoveza, Juliana Quickel,
8:00 am Daniel Flores (RIP)
John Russell, Cathryn
Smyth, Marco Solano,
Saturday, June 8
L. Tanguay
8:00 am Daniel Vanzzini (INT)
5:30 pm Leo & Lucy Dube (RIP)
Mass Intentions may be
Jennifer Dawson (INT)
requested by calling the
church office at
(562)498-6641.

Priest Schedule
June 9

June 16

June 23

5:30 pm Vigil

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

8:00 am

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Scott

Fr. Gerard

9:30 am

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

11:30 am

Fr. Bill & Fr. Scott

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

5:30 pm

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Scott

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for June 2019
The Mode of Life of Priests
That priests, through the modesty and humility
of their lives, commit themselves actively to a
solidarity with those who are most poor.

Join fellow young adults as we grow in faith and community!
We would love to see you at an our next gathering!
All young adults ages 18-39 welcome!
www.refugeyam.org & refugeyam@gmail.com
Please submit all bulletin announcements by
4:00 PM on Mondays to olrbulletin@gmail.com

Our Lady of Refuge School Spring Musical
Friday, May 31 - 5:30pm Dinner Show
Saturday, June 1 - 1:00pm & 6:00pm
Sunday, June 2 - 1:00pm

