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Komarek School PTA would like to welcome all of you to the 20182019 school year! My name is Rebecca Schultz and I am your PTA
President. I have been a member of your PTA for 4 years. I was
Co-Vice-President last year and am honored to be serving as the
President this year. I have 2 children at Komarek; Madison in 4th
grade and Tyler in 2nd grade. Along with being a Mom, I am also a
2nd grade teacher in a nearby community and know the value and
importance of parent involvement in our children’s education. Be it
big or small, it makes a huge impact on our children.

_____________________

Events Sponsored by the
Komarek PTA
*McTeacher Night*
*Jr. High Dances*
*Book Fair*
*Holiday Bazaar*
*Kindergarten T-shirts*
*8th Grade T-Shirts*
*3rd Grade Bike Safety*
*Primary Grades’ Parties*
*Flying High FUNdraisers*
*Chuck E. Cheese’s
FUNdraisers*
*PBIS*
*Muffins with Mom*
*Donuts with Dad*
*Book Club Incentives*
*Drury Lane Field Trip*
*End of Year Fun Fair*
*Rockin’ with Santa*
*Honors Day*
*Teacher Appreciation*
*Spirit Wear*
*Freaky Friday*
*Anti-Bullying Activity*

The PTA Board and I have been working tirelessly over the summer
months to ensure we have great events for our children this school
year. We will continue to support your old favorite events as well as
add some new ones. We are all very excited to meet our new and
returning families this year. We are here to help you get involved in
your child’s school life.
I’d like to encourage each family to join the PTA, as it’s a great way
to meet new families and create new friendships. Any level of
involvement, such as attending a PTA meeting, donating supplies,
volunteering for a committee to help plan and run an event is
appreciated. Our goal is to reach 100% membership and your $20
membership fee serves as the foundation for the countless events
we sponsor for our Wildcats.
All our meetings are conveniently held at Komarek School in the
Science lab. (2nd floor West Building)
Below you will find the meeting schedule:
Sep 11th – 6:00PM Oct 9th – 6:00PM Nov 13th – 6:00PM
Feb 12th – 6:00PM Mar 12th – 6:00PM
April 9th – 6:00PM
Stay informed by liking our page on Facebook or visiting the school
website. If you have any questions, new ideas or suggestions,
please reach out to us at komarekpta@gmail.com.
c
I look forward to meeting you and as always THANK YOU for your
continued support!

________________________________________

Upcoming Events
________________________________________

10/24

Report Cards Issued

10/31

*Halloween Parties
Noon Dismissal

*PTA Sponsored Events

Don’t forget:
________________________________________

This year your volunteer
opportunities will be strictly
online via Sign-Up Genius.
We will be sending out e-mails
requesting
volunteers
or
donations for various events. If
you have not been receiving
our emails, please reach out
to us. We will be sure to
update our files. You don’t
have to be a PTA member to
receive our e-mails.

________________________________________

First Vice President:
Cynthia Panduro
Hello my name is Cynthia Panduro and I am your current PTA
Vice-President. I am very happy to be part of such a great team
and am looking forward to have a great school year.
My husband and I have a daughter Michelle in 5th grade and a son
Michael in 3rd grade. I worked in Retail Management for almost 17
years until I took a very demanding new job that required a 24 hour
and 7 days a week shift with no personal days off. I put my career
on hold to emphasize more on my children and their education.
I help my husband Miguel with his youth soccer league and help
manage his soccer club Ponys FC. We are complete soccer
parents that are always on the go with practices and games. I am
and always will be Michael and Michelle’s number one fan.
We made a great decision to move to such a wonderful community
seven years ago. Everyone has such great open hearts when it
comes to help our community, students and staff. How can
everyone help even more? It’s easy become a PTA member! Your
membership helps us make so many events possible for our
Komarek students.

Second Vice President:
Christian Rodriguez
Hello Komarek Families and welcome to the 2018-2019 School
year! I’m Christian Rodriguez (must of you know me as Chris) and
this year I’m so excited to be back as your 2nd Vice President.
I have been a PTA member since the first week of pre-school of my
oldest daughter. I have two girls Maya in 2nd grade and Melanie in
PK, and a beautiful dog named Skye. I currently work in the
accounting/financial field for a small company located in Oak Park.
And when I am not working I love to be involved volunteering at
Komarek. I’m so thankful for the opportunity to meet and spend
time with many of our families; I usually coordinate the Christmas
Parties, Book Fair, Walk to School day and was also part of the
renovation of the schools blacktop. I’m currently in charge of

_________________________________________

2018-219 PTA Meetings
_________________________________________

Sep 11th

– 6:00pm

Oct 10th

– 6:00pm

Nov 13th

– 6:00pm

Feb 12th

– 6:00pm

April 09th

–

6:00pm

Become a member
today …
________________________________________

Becoming a member doesn’t
mean that you will be
required to volunteer your
time or attend meetings. As
a member, you will be
supporting an organization
that has 100% of their
fundraisers benefit Komarek
students. It’s never too late!
Simply send in your $20
membership fee in an
envelope
addressed
to
‘Komarek PTA’ with your
name, contact information,
child(ren)’s name, grade and
homeroom. It’s that easy!

coordinating the committees for our events so if you would like to
chair or join a committee feel free to contact me.
Being part of the PTA is been a truly rewarding experience and I
hope you are feeling the same, and if you haven’t sign up let me tell
you that the number one reason to join the PTA is to benefit your
child not only academically but also socially. We support different
school programs and clubs; we also coordinate many events during
the school year. For less than 3 cents a day, you can become a PTA
member and contribute to fund our different programs. By becoming
a member you are simply showing your support and volunteering
your time is not a requirement.

Treasurer:
Rochelle Garcia
Hello & welcome to the 2018-19 School Year! My name is Rochelle
Garcia & This is my 3rd year as a PTA member and my 1st year on
the board as treasurer. I am very excited about all the things we
have planned for the Komarek students this year.
I work part time as the Chest Pain Coordinator at Presence Saints
Mary and Elizabeth Medical Center and Registry in Emergency
Department as a staff nurse. On my days off I stay busy lugging
around my 3 kids, Isaiah who is in 2nd grade, Gabriel who is in
Kindergarten, and Eliyana who is in preschool to their multiple
sporting events and play dates. I've been told that one day I'll miss
my chaotic schedule. I'm still waiting for that day to come! In the
meantime, I will settle for a glass of wine during my short breaks!
As your treasurer, I will have an open-door policy. If ever there is a
question regarding your PTA's finances, I encourage you to reach
out to me at komarekpta@gmail.com and I will be sure to get back to
you. Our goal is to be inclusive, safe and happy environment for all
our Wildcats! We welcome new ideas for events so please don't be
shy! The PTA is really a great networking tool and I encourage
everyone to become a member. By becoming a member, you are
simply showing your support and volunteering your time is not a
requirement, but I promise if you do, it will be a great experience!

____________________________________
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Secretary
Lisa Mondane:
Hello Wildcat families and welcome to another great year at
Komarek! My name is Lisa Mondane and I am your PTA Secretary
this year. This will be my 5th year as a PTA member and 2nd year
holding a position on the PTA board. My husband and I have a son
Danny, who is currently in 2nd grade and has attended Komarek
since pre-school. As a PTA member, it has been a pleasure to
volunteer and witness Danny enjoying all the activities and events
the PTA hosts throughout the year, while gaining new friendships
along the way. I love to stay active and am blessed for my tribe of
family and friends! Over the summer, I reached out to many
businesses’ in hopes of raising money for the PTA through our
Wildcat Business Bulletin, have been fortunate to serve as a room
parent every year and am the new Box Top coordinator (please
don’t forget to clip and send them in with your student(s)). I am a
huge advocate for Anti-Bullying and want to continue finding ways
to incorporate a culture of inclusion, kindness and zero tolerance
for the students through assemblies and activities throughout the
year.
There are many ways to be active and help out through the PTA,
so stay informed by visiting the PTA page under Komarek’s
website, following KomarekPTA on Facebook, looking for notes in
your child’s backpack and listening to Sunday’s Robocalls. I look
forward to another wonderful year at Komarek and encourage all
families to join the PTA if you haven’t already! Your contribution
makes a difference!!!

Co-Secretary:
Leticia Navarro
Hello and welcome to the new school year of 2018-2019. My
name is Leticia Navarro and I have been a member of the
PTA for three years and I am happy to announce that this is my
first year as your Co-secretary. I am a full time legal assistant for a
neighboring government entity and my husband is a Building
Engineer. My husband and I have three children. My son Tyler is a

______________________________

Donations Always
Welcome!
_______________________________

Komarek PTA welcomes
donations year round and
you can feel confident that
100% of all donations will
benefit Komarek students!
We are a not–for-profit
parent association and
donations are tax
deductible. Your PTA
purchased E-reader
covers to protect the Ereaders that we won last
year.
_______________________________________

Why Join the PTA?
_______________________________________






Get Connected
Discover Great
Resources
Tap into a
Network



Watch Yourself
Grow




Speak Up




Be a Role Model

Witness
Improvement
Enjoy
Substantial
Benefits

For less than 3 cents a
day, you can become a
PTA member, joining more
than 4 million other people
who share your interest in
issues affecting children.
Everyone
–
parents,
educators, students and
other citizens active in their
schools and communities is invited to join our not-forprofit parent association.

sophomore in college and currently attending the University of
Kentucky, Angelina who is in 4th grade currently attending Komarek
Elementary and Olivia who is currently in 1st grade who is also
currently attend Komarek Elementary.
We have been living in North Riverside for the past 4 years and in
the past few years I have been a room parent, and volunteered in
several PTA events. As a family we decided to get more involved
with the school and with my families support I decided to join the
PTA Board. The past couple of months have been a little bit of a
whirl wind trying to learn everything that the PTA is responsible for
and I can honestly say that I have a new found respect for all the
ladies that have served as PTA board members in the past. I don’t
think I truly ever understood how hard these past members have
worked to make sure our children have many scholastic, social and
fun activities. In previous years my family and I would defiantly take
part and enjoy all the extra perks the PTA has offered, but until now
that we are more involved there’s a true understanding of the hard
work, love and dedication it takes to volunteer and put all these
events together.
Through my short experience I encourage you to become a PTA
member. Your member contribution of $20 will have a huge impact
for all the programs that are sponsored by the PTA. With your help
I know we can continue to make a positive impact.
I am usually around before and after school and if you see me I
encourage you to say hello and if you have any questions,
concerns or ideas I will be happy to assist you. FYI-I am bilingual
and fluent in Spanish. Thank you and I look forward to working with
our Wildcat families.

______________________________

Year-Round
Fundraisers
_______________________________



Box Tops for
Education

9 Back to School Pro TipsPosted on August 10, 2018 by
illinoispta
This article was originally published on the US Department of Education’s
Home Room blog by Dorothy Amatucci. The photo is copyright 2015 by
Geoff Livingston under Creative Commons license, provided and modified
by Illinois PTA.


Amazon Smile

Back to school time can be a hectic time for both you and the
kiddos. These are some of our best back to school tips to help
ensure this school year gets off to a great start!
1. Visit the school. Walk or ride the route your child will take
and make note of school patrols, crossing guards and high traffic
areas along the way. Talk to your kids about NOT talking to
strangers and find out what, if any, policies your child’s school has
regarding early arrivals or late pick-ups. Learn about the school’s
entrance and exit policies. Then, if you can, pop in and check out
what the inside of the school looks like.
2. Introduce yourself to your child’s teacher. Introduce
yourself to your child’s teacher and ask him or her about the
preferred method of communication. (Some teachers are active on
email and social media, while others prefer the phone or in-person
meetings.)
3. Make homework a priority. Make homework time a daily
habit. Find a quiet and consistent place at home where your child
can complete his or her homework. If your child is having difficulty
with his or her homework, make an appointment with the teacher
sooner rather than later.
4. Prepare a study area. Set up a special place at home to do
school work and homework. Remove distractions. Make it clear that
education is a top priority in your family: show interest and praise
your child’s work.
5. Take charge of TV time. Limit the time that you let your child
watch TV, and when you do decide to do TV time, make it a family
affair. Talk together about what you see and ask questions after the
show ends.
6. Get everyone to bed on time. During the summer, children
aren’t always on a schedule, which is understandable. But, proper
rest is essential for a healthy and productive school year. Help your
kids get back on track sleep-wise by having them go to bed earlier

_________________________________________

Membership gage
_________________________________________

_________________________________________

We need your support!

and wake up earlier at least a week in advance of when
school actually starts.
7. Make healthy meals. Let’s face it – no one can concentrate
when they’re hungry. Studies show that children who eat
healthy, balanced breakfasts and lunches do better in
school. Fix nutritious meals at home, and, if you need extra
help, find out if your family qualifies for any child nutrition
programs, like the National School Lunch Program.
8. Get a checkup. It’s a good idea to take your child in for a
physical and an eye exam before school starts. Most
schools require up-to-date immunizations, and you may be
asked to provide paperwork showing that your child has all
the necessary shots and vaccines. So, check your state’s
immunization requirements. And, always keep your own
copies of any medical records.
9. Plan to read with your child every day. Make a plan to
read with your child for 20 minutes every day. Your example
reinforces the importance of literacy, and reading lets you and your
child explore new worlds of fun and adventure together.

Welcome New Teachers to the Komarek Family
On behalf of the entire PTA we would like to welcome the new staff
members to the Komarek family. We look forward to working with
them for the benefit of our all students!
Marika Floros
Kylie Dunn
Caroline Mastandona
Karen Doyle
Louise Miller
Patrice Smetana

Melissa Basile
Emma Kornhauser
Victoria Wilson
Vanessa Possidoni
Juliet Miglieri

Box Tops for Education
By: Leticia Navarro

This year we are hoping to surpass previous years' collections of
our Box Tops Education fundraiser. Box Tops are an easy way to
help raise funds for our children. Simply cut out the box top and
send them in with your child … we’ll take care of everything else!
We encourage all families to extend their collection efforts to family

_________________________________________

Happy Halloween
_________________________________________




Box Tops for
Education
Amazon Smile
and friends! Last year we raised over $1,000 but hope to reach
$2,000 this year!

Amazon Smile
By: Leticia Navarro

This year we will continue to raise funds through Amazon Smile.
Amazon Smile is essentially the same as Amazon except that when
customers shop on Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com), the
Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers. If
you have an Amazon account or an Amazon Prime account, your
login will remain the same. You simply go to smile.amazon.com for
your shopping needs & choose Komarek PTA as your charitable
organization. That’s it! This is an easy way for family and friends to
help raise funds for Komarek.

Hours for Trick or Treating in North Riverside are 3:00 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 31, 2018.

