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INTRODUCTION
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Red Lion Area School District, in partnership with our communities, is to prepare all
students to reach their greatest potential, thus becoming responsible and productive citizens.
A NOTE TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS
The Code of Conduct is meant to reinforce to parents and students the critical nature of a positive learning
environment, which centers on clearly defined expectations for student attendance and behavior. This
Code of Conduct contains a summary of the procedures that are followed throughout the school year and
is not meant to be inclusive of all rules and procedures.
The Policies of the Board of School Directors of the Red Lion Area School District are incorporated
herein by reference. Any conflict between Board Policy and this Student Handbook shall be resolved in
favor of Board Policy. Board Policies are available on the District’s website, www.rlasd.net.
During the first week of school, teachers will highlight the contents of the code of conduct with their
students. Parents are asked to read, discuss and reinforce it with their children. Hopefully, a better
understanding of the elementary program will increase the willingness to support the school in providing
a positive and productive climate for learning to take place.
Student Responsibilities (PA Code Ch. 12, Sec. 2)
*In accordance with Board policy #235

Student responsibilities include regular school attendance, conscientious effort in classroom work, and
cooperation with school rules and regulations. Most of all, students share with the administration and
faculty a responsibility to develop a climate within the school that is conducive to wholesome learning
and living.
No student has the right to interfere with the education of his/her fellow students. It is the responsibility of
each student to respect the rights of teachers, students, administrators and all others who are involved in
the education process. Students should express their ideas and opinions in a respectful manner so as not to
offend or slander others.
It is the responsibility of the student to conform to the following:
1. Be aware of all rules and regulations for student behavior and conduct themselves in accordance
with them. Students should assume that, until a rule is waived, altered or repealed in writing, it is
in effect.
2. Volunteer information in matters relating to the health, safety and welfare of the school
community and the protection of school property.
3. Dress and groom to meet fair standards of safety and health, and not cause substantial disruption
to the education processes.
4. Assist the school staff in operating a safe school for all students.
5. Comply with Commonwealth and local laws.
6. Exercise proper care when using public facilities and equipment.
7. Attend school daily and be on time to all classes and other school functions.
8. Make up work when absent from school.
9. Pursue and attempt to complete satisfactorily the courses of study prescribed by the
Commonwealth and local school authorities.

3

10. Report accurately and not use indecent or obscene language in student newspapers and
publications.
11. Fulfill all obligations owed to the school by the end of each school year. These would include:
books, supplies, equipment, uniforms, disciplinary actions, and/or financial obligations (should a
check be returned because of insufficient funds, a service charge will be added for each
infraction). Students should bear in mind that this list is by no means exhaustive.
Should any questions or concerns about the rules and procedures outlined in this information booklet
arise, please contact the building principal.

GENERAL INFORMATION
General School Rules and Guidelines
1. Children are not permitted to leave the school grounds without permission from the teacher.
2. Children who walk to school or are dropped off should not arrive before 8:50 A.M.
3. Students may not ride a bus other than the one to which they are assigned and must get on and off
the bus at their assigned stop unless a temporary transportation change request has been filed in
advance with the school office.
4. Any exception to a child’s dismissal routine needs to be in writing. In order for someone not
listed in Skyward to be permitted to take a child, a note must be sent to that child’s elementary
school. In the case of an emergency, a fax will be accepted along with the parent’s signature.
The person picking up the child is required to show identification. *In the case of an extreme
emergency, the principal reserves the right to grant any exceptions.
5. All children will go to the playground at recess unless they have a note from parents requesting
that they be permitted to remain indoors. After a child is kept in for one week at the parents’
request, a doctor’s note will be required.
6. Personal sports equipment such as basketballs, baseballs, bats, etc., are not permitted to be
brought to school unless otherwise directed by the physical education teacher.
7. Pupils are not permitted to use the telephone without the teacher’s permission, and then only if
the call is absolutely necessary.
8. Children may not sell anything to other students and/or staff at school.
9. The use of written or verbal indecent or abusive language or gestures is prohibited at school and
on the school bus.
10. Due to staff and student allergies and asthmatic symptoms, students should refrain from wearing
cologne or perfume to school. Students may not bring cologne or perfume onto the school bus or
into the school.
11. Parents should promptly report any changes of address or phone number and provide proof of
new residence (i.e. utility bill) to the office.
12. Parents should not send flowers or balloons to school for children’s birthdays or other special
days.
13. In order for a student to participate in any after school activity, he or she must be present in
school on the day of the activity, unless an exception has been requested and approved by the
principal in advance of the day and activity in question.
14. If a student is involved in an after school activity, the student must attend the activity unless the
school receives written permission from the parent/guardian stating otherwise.
15. Children are neither expected nor encouraged to give gifts to teachers or other students.
16. Children may not ride skateboards or scooters to or from school.
17. Children are not encouraged to bring cell phones to school unless used for instructional purposes
and/or permitted by their teacher(s) and principal. Cell phones must be turned off and stored in
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student book bags on the bus. At no time may a cell phone interrupt instruction. Should an
interruption occur or if the cell phone is being misused, the principal may confiscate the cell
phone and parents will need to make arrangements to retrieve the phone from the principal.
18. The school assumes no responsibility for personal property brought to school from home.
19. For confidentiality purposes, names, addresses, phone numbers and educational records of
students will not be released by school personnel. If invitations are brought to school to be
distributed, all students in the class, or students of same gender must be invited.
20. Students shall not open any exterior door to allow entry of visitors, staff, or other students into the
building at any time during the school day.

PROCEDURES
Enrollment Procedures
*In accordance with Board Policies #200 and #201

ORIGINAL ENTRY: Ages for original entry are as follows:
● Kindergarten - age 5 by August 31
● First Grade - age 6 by August 31
To register a new student, please go to www.rlasd.net > Parents > Registration. From there you will be
able to select which application to fill out for your new student. A birth certificate, two different sources
of proof of residency, and a written record of immunizations or a signed Medical/Religious exemption
completed in accordance with regulations of the Department of Health are required for admission. If you
do not have internet access, please contact the Pupil Services Department at (717) 244-5550 to schedule
an enrollment appointment.
Transfer/Withdrawal Procedures
*In accordance with Board Policy #208

A parent/guardian should contact the school office as soon as it is known the family is moving. All
outstanding obligations such as blank excuse cards, lunch money, and library books must be settled
before leaving. Student records will be forwarded upon request from the new school.
School Visitors
*In accordance with Board Policy #907

Parents are invited as visitors and volunteers in the schools. To make any visit a more successful and
rewarding experience, please notify the classroom teacher at least one day in advance. The teacher will
be able to provide schedule information and suggest the most opportune times for visits. To avoid
disruption of the learning environment, we request that younger preschool siblings do not accompany
parents when they are visiting and/or doing volunteer work for a teacher.
To gain entry into the building, parents and visitors must press the security buzzer located at the outside
doors. Never hold the door open for another person or allow anyone to follow into the school unless
office personnel have identified them. Once visitors enter the building, they will need to present their
state-issued photo identification to the office staff. The ID will be scanned using School Gate Guardian
which will check the identity of the individual against a sex offender database.
Volunteers
*In accordance with Board Policy #916

As part of our ongoing efforts to ensure our students’ safety all volunteers working in the District will be
required to have clearances and to complete a Volunteer Information Packet. This information packet can
be found on the District’s website www.rlasd.net under Parents >Volunteer. Pursuant to the Pennsylvania
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Child Protective Services Law, all volunteers will be required to renew their clearances every 60 months (5
years). Failure to renew clearances will result in an inability to volunteer with the District. The required
clearances include the following:
1. Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Certification (Act 151……………………… Fee Waived)
2. Pennsylvania Criminal Background Check (Act 34……................................……Fee Waived)
3. FBI Criminal History Record Check, *unless you have lived in Pennsylvania for 10
uninterrupted years………………………………………Fee as Determined by IDENTOGO.
4. Residency Certification Form
5. Mandated Reporter Training www.reportabusepa.pitt.edu
Please contact the Human Resources Department (717) 244-4518 for further information. These
documents may also be accessed online at the District’s website, www.rlasd.net. Click on the Parent tab,
then Volunteer.
Bus Procedures
*In accordance with Board Policy #810

Students must ride the bus to which they are regularly assigned in the mornings and afternoons. Students
must also get on and off the bus at their assigned stop.
Changes can be made only when the Director of Transportation approves such a change. Changes may be
approved for babysitting or for emergency situations such as early dismissals or late starts. Requests for
changes must be made in advance. Forms for bus stop or bus route changes are available at the school
office.
At no time may students eat or drink on the bus. Some students have food allergies and the District does
not want to put their safety at risk.
Bus Safety Procedures
As parents, you are an important part of a total safety program for children who travel by school bus.
Children need to learn to be safe pedestrians as they walk to and from the bus as well as to be safe riders
when they are on the bus.
Getting Ready for School
Have your children put everything they carry in a backpack or school bag so that they won’t drop things
along the way.
Have them wear bright, contrasting colors so that drivers will more easily see them.
Make sure they leave home on time so that they can walk to the bus stop and arrive at least 5 minutes
before the bus is due. Running can be dangerous.
Walking to the Bus Stop
Go to the bus stop with a young child and have older children walk in groups. Groups of students are
easier for drivers to see.
●
●
●
●

Practice good pedestrian behavior along the way.
Walk on the sidewalk if there is one.
If there is no sidewalk, stay out of the street if at all possible.
If you must walk in the street, walk single file, face traffic and stay as close to the edge of the road
as you can.
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Stop and look left, right and then left again if you must cross a street. Do the same thing at driveways and
alleys. Exaggerate your head turns and “narrate” your actions so that your child knows you are looking
left, right and left.
Waiting at the Bus Stop
Make sure your child stands at least 6 feet (3 giant steps) from the road while waiting for the bus. The
child will then be out of the way of traffic. Have younger children practice taking 3 giant steps to become
familiar with what 6 feet means, and have older children estimate how far 6 feet is from various objects.
Getting On and Off the Bus
Children must stay at least 6 feet away from the bus until the driver says they can enter the bus. It is
important that the children be able to see the driver and the driver sees them.
If children must cross the street to the bus, they must wait for the driver to signal that it is safe to cross.
Children must look both ways before beginning to cross. They should cross the street 10 feet (5 giant
steps) in front of the bus where they can see the driver and the driver can see them.
Warn children that if they drop something near the bus, they should never pick it up. Instead, they should
tell the bus driver and follow the driver’s directions.
Children should look to the right before they step off the bus. Drivers in a hurry sometimes try to sneak
by buses on the right.
The bus driver is not allowed to let a child off the bus at another stop without written permission. If your
child needs to ride another bus or get off at another stop because of an emergency, please contact the
school office.
If you decide to meet your child at the bus stop after school, wait on the side where the child will be
dropped off, not across the street. Children can be so excited at seeing you after school that they dash
across the street and forget the safety rules.
Riding the Bus
SCHOOL BUS REGULATIONS
*In accordance with Board Policy #810

NOTICE: SOUND RECORDING DEVICES MAY BE USED ON BUSES FOR MONITORING
SAFETY AND BEHAVIOR.
Students of the Red Lion Area School District are expected to conduct themselves in an orderly fashion
while being transported to and from school and all school related activities. The school bus and bus stop
are seen as extensions of school property, and thus, the following rules and regulations regarding conduct
will apply while on the school bus or at the stop.
1. Students are expected to board the bus, be seated, and stay seated until the bus comes to a
complete stop at their designated bus stop. Students are not allowed to enter or exit the bus at any
place other than their assigned stops.
2. All use of tobacco, drugs, narcotics, and alcoholic beverages is prohibited both on the bus and at
the bus stop.
3. Horseplay, cursing, yelling, and throwing of items are forbidden on the bus and at the bus stop.
4. Students shall ride on the buses assigned, unless changed by the administration due to an
emergency or special circumstance. Any student needing to ride on a bus other than the one
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assigned to them must have a note from their parent or guardian and approved by the
administration.
5. Students who damage buses will be required to pay for the repair or replacement of the damaged
items.
6. Any act or item brought onto the bus or to the bus stop that interferes with the safe transportation
of students will not be tolerated.
7. Any student missing the school bus in the afternoon should report to the office immediately.
The bus driver is the authority figure on the bus and has the responsibility for the safe transportation of
students.
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THESE REGULATIONS COULD RESULT IN A STUDENT BEING
SUSPENDED FROM RIDING THE BUS FOR PERIODS OF TIME, DEPENDING UPON THE FREQUENCY
OF THE BEHAVIOR AND THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CASE, AS DETERMINED BY THE SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION.

Cafeteria
*In accordance with Board Policy #808

Breakfast and lunch are served daily in the school cafeteria. Students who carry their lunch also eat in the
school cafeteria. They may buy drinks and a la carte items to accompany their lunch. Students are not
permitted to bring glass bottles or carbonated drinks in their lunch. Because of dietary considerations,
students are not permitted to share food at lunch. Students are reminded that under no circumstances
should food be brought in from local vendors or ordered during the school day.
All students are expected to conduct themselves in the proper manner during their lunch period. If all
students put forth a concerted effort, then lunch can operate in an orderly and enjoyable fashion.
1. Lunch lines must be single file, no “cutting in line” under any circumstances.
2. All students are responsible to keep their lunch area clean. Trash must be properly disposed of
and spilled food or drink must be cleaned up. Trays must be returned to their proper location and
should not be taken from the dining area.
3. No drink (with the exception of a water bottle) may be taken out of the dining area.
4. Once students have entered the cafeteria, they will not be permitted to leave without permission.
5. Assigned seats will be given as necessary.
Each student is assigned a unique PIN number upon enrollment. This PIN number remains with the
student throughout their Red Lion academic career. This PIN number is used to make purchases in the
cafeteria.
A student can pay for his/her lunch (3) ways:
1. Money can be deposited into their account by logging onto the Skyward Family Access Portal.
https://sisportal.rlasd.net >Food Service >Make a Payment. There is a 3% charge for each
transaction.
2. Money can be deposited by placing funds in an envelope with the following information:
- Student Name
- Student PIN Number
- Amount of Deposit
- Please make checks payable to: RLASD Cafeteria
3. A student can also bring cash each day to pay for his/her meal at the register.
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Elementary school students are given the opportunity to purchase a bagged lunch to take on their field
trip. The cost is the same as purchasing the menu lunch in the cafeteria. An order sheet will be sent home
by the student’s teacher a few weeks prior to the trip to be completed and returned to the teacher.
FOR THE 2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR, THE PRICING WILL BE:
Elementary Student Lunch
$2.50
100% Fruit Slush
$1.00
Elementary Student Breakfast $1.20
Extra Entrée
$1.85
Reduced Student Lunch
$0.40
Soy Milk
$1.00
Reduced Student Breakfast
$0.30
Fruit Juice
$0.50
Adult Lunch
$3.75
A la carte milk/water (8oz)
$0.50
Adult Breakfast
$1.60
Extra Fruit/Vegetable
$0.75
●
●

FREE: Household income at or below 130 percent of the U.S. Federal poverty level.
REDUCED: Household income between 130 and 185 percent of the U.S. Federal poverty level.

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to complete an application on-line by:
● Logging onto www.paschoolmeals.com or
● Logging onto www.rlasd.net > Departments > Food Service > Free /Reduced Meal Information.
*Paper Free Reduced Priced Meals Application
Important: Prior year free/reduced students are required to submit a new 2019-2020 school year
application by October 1, 2019 to remain on the program without interruption.
Families may apply for the free and reduced program at any time during the school year if their household
information changes. For further information, contact the Child Nutrition Manager, at (717) 244-4518
ext.7554.
School Resource Officer
*In accordance with Board Policy #909

A School Resource Officer, provided by the York Area Regional Police Department, is on duty daily in
the District. Elementary-level support could include prevention and/or educational programs, as well as
follow-up investigations to any school site incidents. His/her periodic presence should help to provide the
students with a positive perception of police officers.
Accident and Dental Insurance
*In accordance with Board Policy #211

The School District does not carry medical insurance on students, but provides parents with the
opportunity to select a primary excess group insurance plan for students. There are two plans available
for parent consideration:
Plan #1 School Time Coverage: This will cover injury occurring while the student is traveling to and
from school, while attending school sponsored activities such as plays, assemblies, class trips, intramural
sports, and physical education classes, etc.
Plan #2 24 Hour Coverage: This will cover all of the above, plus accidents occurring away from school,
in the evenings and on weekends, vacations, etc.
Please note that the plans should be considered in conjunction with any other family medical insurance.
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For more detailed information or to apply for the insurance or to submit a claim form, visit the School
District website, click on Departments, Business Office, and Student Accident Insurance.

STUDENT DRESS RECOMMENDATIONS
*In accordance with Board Policy #221

We fully believe that the appearance and actions of any one student reflect upon the entire student body.
For this reason, we expect that all students will strive to look their best at all times, keeping in mind that
cleanliness, good grooming and decency transcend all school attire. We feel that a certain amount of
dignity should be maintained in and around the school and a student’s dress and appearance assist in
maintaining this attitude.
The following guidelines for dress and appearance in the elementary schools of the Red Lion Area School
District are:
1. Students may not wear cleats on shoes or any hard, metallic-like materials that will scratch or mar
property.
2. Shoes must be safe for students both in the classroom and on the playground. Sneakers are
preferred. Sandals with straps in the back are acceptable. “Flip-flops” are not permitted.
3. Students involved in field trips or other visits outside of the school will wear conventional attire
unless otherwise directed by the teacher.
4. Clothing may not advertise any weapons, tobacco, alcohol, or drug products, or in the sole
discretion of the principal, display any profanity, suggestive or double meanings of any kind.
5. Elementary school children are permitted to wear sensible shorts to school in hot weather.
Shorts, skirts, and dresses must be “fingertip-length” when arms are extended at the sides.
Strapless and spaghetti strapped attire is not permitted. Undergarments may not be visible.
6. Students not complying with the school dress expectations will not be permitted to stay in class.
He or she will be expected to contact a parent for a change of clothing to comply with the above
and correct the discrepancy.

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES
Students with regular attendance achieve greater academic success. It is highly recognized that students
with irregular attendance may become academically “at-risk”. Attendance is a critical factor in a child’s
success in school and in life.
Elementary Student Hours
Elementary (Grades 1-6)
Kindergarten A.M.
Kindergarten P.M.
Full-Day Kindergarten

9:00 A.M. - 3:20 P.M.
9:00 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.
12:40 P.M. - 3:20 P.M.
9:00 A.M. - 3:20 P.M.

One or Two Hour Delay
Should the District have a one or two-hour delay, morning transportation to school will remain as it has
been scheduled, though one or two hours later.
One-Hour Delay: K-6 start at 10:00 A.M.
Two-Hour Delay: Modified Kindergarten Schedule
Kindergarten: A.M. Session - 11:00 A.M. - 12:50 P.M., P.M. Session - 1:30 P.M. - 3:20 P.M.
Grades Full-Day Kindergarten – 6th Grade: start at 11:00 A.M.
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Scheduled Early Dismissal
Lunch will be served on early dismissal days at each of the elementary schools. Please note that there will
be no recess break for students at the elementary level when there is an early dismissal.
Kindergarten: AM Kindergarten – 8:50 A.M. – 10:10 A.M.
PM Kindergarten - 11:20 A.M. – 12:40 P.M.
Grades Full-Day Kindergarten – 6th Grade: 12:40 P.M.
Student Attendance
It is imperative that teachers maintain accurate daily attendance. Records must be maintained for the entire
year. Attendance must be taken electronically in Skyward as part of the daily opening exercises. Notify the
attendance office immediately if there are any errors with the daily attendance report.
Reporting an absence
Parents/guardians have the option to report absences via Skyward. Physician’s statements can not be
submitted using Skyward. Upon submission of the absence excuse, the parent/guardian will receive a
confirmation that the absence excuse was received. Parents may also send a written absence excuse note to
the attention of the attendance secretary with their student. Absence excuse notes must be received within
three days of the student’s absence.
Attendance concerns
If there are concerns about a student’s attendance, the teacher should alert the school counselor. Prior to the
6th unexcused absence, it will be necessary for the school counselor to convene a Student Attendance
Improvement Conference (SAIC) and develop a Student Attendance Improvement Plan (SAIP) with the
student, parents/guardian, and teacher(s). The school nurse should also be notified of extended absences or
concerns related to illness.
Extended absences and make up work
Students will be required to make up work from their absence. Parents/guardians may request work if their
student will be absent for an extended period of time. Teachers will exercise discretion about due dates
when working with students who have had extended absences.
Exclusion from the school day
A parent/guardian must make a verbal or written request if their student must be excused from part of the
school day. A parent/guardian may authorize another individual to pick up their student with prior
communication.
Tardy to class
Students will not be considered late to class if the student presents with a note from a staff member. The
student should not be sent from the class if they do not present with a late pass. Mark the student as tardy
and follow the discipline plan of the school.
See Attendance Policy #204 for additional information.
McKinney Vento Act
The McKinney Vento Act is a federal law that protects the educational stability of youth and children
experiencing homelessness. A student who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence is
considered homeless.
Examples of living situations where a student would be considered homeless are:
 Sharing housing with others due to loss of housing, economic hardships, or related reasons;
 Living in motels, hotels, cars, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
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train stations, camp grounds, or other similar settings die to lack of alternative accommodations;
Living in emergency or transitional shelters;
Abandoned in hospitals;
Unaccompanied youth

The goal of the Pupil Services Department is to assist families experiencing homelessness by connecting
them with the appropriate community resources and to reduce any educational disruption. If you suspect
that a student may be homeless, please contact the Director of Pupil Services, at 717-244-5550.

ACADEMIC SERVICES
Curriculum
*In accordance with Board Policies #105 & #105.1

A committee of teachers and administrators has developed curriculum for each subject and grade level
from kindergarten through grade six. These curriculum guides, or Planned Courses, list in detail the
learning focus, content aligned to the Pennsylvania Core Standards, materials and evaluation procedures
of each curriculum area at each grade level. The curriculum documents were designed to ensure that all
students are taught specific knowledge, skills and behaviors in a systematic and cumulative manner for:
English/Language Arts*
Music
Physical Education

Mathematics
Art
Social Studies

Science
Health
Library

*Grammar, reading, spelling, and writing are part of the Language Arts content
Parents are welcome to review the planned courses and to become familiar with the curriculum. Please
contact the building principal if interested in looking at them. The information can also be accessed
online at the District’s website, www.rlasd.net >Departments >Curriculum & Instruction >Curriculum
Resources.
Textbooks
*In accordance with Board Policy #224

Textbooks are loaned to students for use during the school term and the responsibility for the care of them
lies with the student. Payment for any lost or damaged items such as textbooks and library books should
be made in the school office.
Salute to the Flag
*In accordance with Board Policy #807

At the start of each day, students will conduct the pledge to the flag. All students are expected to remain
silent during this time.
Homework
*In accordance with Board Policy #130

Homework is an integral part of the learning process and an important component of the curriculum.
Homework assignments should reinforce the learning of skills and concepts and/or enrich and extend
school experiences; plus, they should instill a sense of responsibility and self-discipline in the student.
Homework has these important objectives:
● to reinforce learning that occurs in the classroom
● to relate school learning to outside interests
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●
●
●
●

to promote student responsibility and self-discipline
to develop independent research skills
to nurture the development of good study habits
to enlighten parents as to course content and teacher expectations

Homework Time:
At all grade levels, homework may not be assigned daily, but could be assigned at least three times per
week. Homework should not be assigned on a regular basis over weekends or holidays. The following
are recommended approximate times for assignments made to students in the elementary grades:
Kindergarten – 5 minutes per day
Grade 1 - 10 minutes per day
Grade 2 - 20 minutes per day
Grade 3 - 30 minutes per day
Grade 4 - 40 minutes per day
Grade 5 - 50 minutes per day
Grade 6 - 60 minutes per day
Student homework responsibilities:
● Knowing what homework has been assigned
● Making sure the assignment is understood
● Taking necessary materials home to complete assignments
● Budgeting time to complete assignments around other activities
● Requesting help when needed
● Completing assignments accurately, neatly, and on time
● Recognizing the importance of establishing good study habits
Parent homework responsibilities:
● Together with child, budget time for homework around other family commitments
● Provide feedback to the school regarding problems such as time, difficulty, and progress
● Encourage and motivate the student to fulfill his/her responsibilities
● Provide a suitable study area for the child in the home
● Encourage independence in completion of homework assignments
● Be available to assist, but do not do the homework for the child
● Recognize the importance of establishing good homework habits that will benefit the student for
the rest of his/her life
Elementary Counseling Services
*In accordance with Board Policy #112

The elementary counseling program is designed to help students improve relationships with others and to
gain a better understanding and acceptance of self. This is achieved through individual counseling, group
lessons, as well as developmental lessons in each classroom. Each of the elementary school counselors
deal with a variety of subjects such as career exploration, self-esteem and social skills. If requested, the
school counselors in each school will provide materials for and explanations of the programs offered.
Parent Resource Center
A Parent Resource Center, open to all parents of the District, is located at Mazie Gable Elementary
School. Parents are encouraged to stop at Mazie Gable Elementary School during school hours to look at
any of the resources (books, games, videos, toys) and to sign out materials to use at home with their
family. Parents who work during the school day may call the school office at (717) 244-5523 to arrange
an appointment to see the materials.
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Title I/Reading Remediation Program
The Red Lion Area School District Title I/Reading Remediation Program is a school wide program in
which students in grades K through 6 who are enrolled in a Title I building may receive supplemental
instructional services. These services are provided to address students' needs in the area of
English/Language Arts. Students may receive supplemental instructional services and activities which
support the performance standards in the areas of English/Language Arts.
Each school’s Reading Specialist(s) and/or Remediation Assistant(s) work with classroom teachers to
identify the best ways to meet the literacy needs of each child. Children receive remediation in the
regular classroom or pull out support through intervention designed by a team comprised of the Reading
Specialist, Remediation Assistant, and the classroom teacher.
If you have a specific question regarding a school’s Title I/Reading Remediation Program, please contact
the principal or Reading Specialist at your building. More information regarding Title I can also be found
on the District website.
Mathematics Remediation Program
Students experiencing difficulties with math may receive help from the school’s trained math remediation
assistant. The remediation assistants work to provide support for students having difficulty grasping math
skills and who are not secure in the appropriate grade level Everyday Math skills.
Physical Education Program
Physical Education presents a varied and flexible program, in which boys and girls acquire physical
fitness, physical skills and socially desirable habits of good sportsmanship, teamwork, fair play, good
citizenship and safety. The program is also designed to develop an interest in wholesome recreation.
Physical Education Dress
To ensure maximum safety and optimal performance it is required that students wear flat soled sneakers.
A teacher may use his/her discretion in allowing other types of shoes for an activity if sneakers are
forgotten. The sneaker must be tied, fastened, or fixed firmly to the foot.
Jewelry
The Red Lion Area School District requires all persons participating in physical education to remove all
loose fitting jewelry and body-piercing jewelry. Loose fitting jewelry includes large necklaces, bracelets,
and hoop earrings. Tape covering recent piercings, tiny post earrings, and tight fitting bracelets are
acceptable. The physical contact which could be incidental in all activities affords an opportunity for
injury to occur, either to the student wearing the jewelry or to other students with whom such persons
may come into contact. The School District and staff will not be liable for injury caused by concealed
body piercings.
Temporary Excuse from Vigorous Activity
Students having colds or temporary minor disabilities that may cause them to be excused from one class
period are asked to bring a written request by a parent or guardian.
Medical Excuse from Participation
Students physically unable to participate in any physical activity are required to present a physician’s
certificate to the school nurse stating the nature of the disability and the length of time the student is to be
limited from activity.
Instrumental Music Classes
Students in grades four, five, and six have the opportunity to take free group instrumental lessons on
standard band and orchestra instruments. Third grade students have the opportunity to start their strings
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instruction. These classes meet once a cycle on a rotating basis, when possible, so that the same classes
are not consistently missed.
In the Spring, instrumental students will have the opportunity to participate in a concert. Depending on
their ability level they will be in the Beginning String, Intermediate Orchestra, Advanced Orchestra,
Concert Band, Advanced Concert Band or the Symphonic Band. We also offer the eJazz Band. The
Elementary eJazz Band gives students added opportunities to explore their instruments and their interest
in music. The music played by the eJazz band will be more "popular," as we will explore the genres of
swing, rock, funk, Latin, and many others. This is an extra ensemble, and students cannot participate in
the eJazz band without also participating in the regular Elementary Band Program. The only exception to
this is keyboard, guitar and bass players who do not play a band instrument. Students are selected for an
ensemble by audition.
Pupils’ Right to Refuse Animal Dissection
Activities in which children participate, are chosen carefully so that each one enhances the educational
program. Even though they are educationally sound, the Pennsylvania School Code, section 1523,
provides pupils the right to refuse to participate in those involving dissecting, incubating, capturing or
otherwise harming or destroying animals. Should the child’s class be involved in any of these activities,
parents may request that he/she not participate in them, but instead, be offered an alternative educational
project.
President’s Award for Academic Excellence
Each year in May, sixth grade students who qualify for the President’s Award for Academic Excellence
are recognized. To receive this prestigious award, students must meet all of the following established
criteria:
1. Score Advanced on the Grade 5 PSSA assessments in both English Language Arts and Math.
2. Earn a 3.5 grade point average or higher in the first semester of grade 6.
Note: Students who were exempt from PSSA assessments in 5th grade (ex:“opted-out”) will not qualify to
receive the President’s Award for Academic Excellence.
Student Achievement and Report Cards
*In accordance with Board Policy #212

The purpose of evaluating student achievement is to promote success through assessing learning,
diagnosing learning needs, setting goals, and planning for instruction that addresses different learning
needs. Evaluating student achievement can be formal and informal. Formal evaluation includes quizzes,
teacher-made and published tests, and standardized assessments. Informal evaluation involves analyzing
student work samples and observation of student behavior.
Report cards or mid-semester progress reports are posted every nine weeks, approximately one week after
the end of each marking period.
Concerns regarding student achievement are addressed in several ways, such as the following: notifying
parents, having meetings to discuss achievement, and devising plans to help increase learning and
success.
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RED LION PRIDE
Improving student academic and behavior outcomes is about ensuring all students have access to the most
effective and accurately implemented instructional and behavioral practices and interventions possible.
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support System (PBIS) provides an operational framework for
achieving these outcomes. More importantly, PBIS is NOT a curriculum, intervention, or practice, but IS
a decision-making framework that guides selection, integration, and implementation of the best evidencebased academic and behavioral practices for improving important academic and behavior outcomes for all
students.
PRIDE, Red Lion Area School District’s Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support System (PBIS), is
implemented in all nine schools. Each level uses a matrix to explain expectations that are taught at the
beginning of the year and reinforced throughout the year. The matrices are displayed in every classroom
and in other parts of each school. PRIDE tickets are awarded to students who are “caught” demonstrating
the traits. The tickets are placed in boxes, and tickets are pulled for weekly, monthly, and end-of-year
incentives.
Data from PRIDE is collected and used to help make decisions to better address behavior concerns. The
goal is for our children to be intrinsically motivated to demonstrate appropriate behavior on a consistent
basis, not just for rewards. The following is a matrix that can be used at home to reinforce PRIDE
expectations and common language.
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HEALTH SERVICES
General Health Guidelines
1. A health assessment will be made by the school nurse when deemed necessary by the teacher or
requested by the parent.
2. First aid services are given in case of an accident or sudden illness.
3. Permanent health records are kept by the school nurse for all students. The nurse should be notified
when immunizations are administered, operations are performed, and/or acute and chronic diseases
are contracted. The development of new allergies should also be reported to the school nurse.
4. Physical examinations are required in grades K or 1st, 6th, and 11th in accordance with state
regulations. Parents are urged to have a physical examination conducted by family physicians.
However, if requested, the examinations may be done in school by the physician contracted by the
School District.
5. Every child receives yearly vision screening and students in K-3 also receive yearly hearing tests. If
any deficits are noted, parents will be notified so that corrections may be made as soon as possible.
6. Children are weighed and measured once during the school year. A BMI (Body Mass Index) is
provided according to the Pennsylvania State School Health mandate.
7. Dental examinations are given periodically by the school dental hygienist and in accordance with
state regulations.
8. Keep students at home if they exhibit any of the following symptoms:
a. Temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher –A student’s temperature must be normal for 24
hours before returning to school.
b. Vomiting or diarrhea
c. Persistent cough or thick nasal discharge
d. Red eyes, itchy or with a discharge
e. Earache
f. Persistent itching of the scalp – If parents suspect that a child may have lice, they
should notify the school nurse to have the child examined before he/she goes to the
classroom.
Communicable and Non-Communicable Disease Regulations
*In accordance with Board Policy #203

The following is a chart of diseases and the exclusion period for each. Students may not return to school
until the end of the exclusion period.
Disease

Exclusion Period
Two weeks from onset or until an appropriate
negative culture.
Measles, Rubella
Four days after the onset of rash.
Mumps
Five days from onset or until swelling subsides.
Pertussis
After 5 days of appropriate antibiotic treatment.
Chicken Pox
Until no new lesions appear and all existing
lesions have crusted - approximately 5 days.
Pinkeye, Tonsillitis
Twenty-four hours after institution of proper
therapy.
Ringworm, Impetigo, Pediculosis Corporis (Body Until judged non-infectious by child’s physician
Lice), Pediculosis Capitis (Head Lice), Scabies
or school nurse.
Diphtheria

17

Respiratory Streptococcal Infection, including
Scarlet Fever
Influenza

Seven days from onset if no physician is in
attendance or 24 hours after institution of
appropriate antimicrobial therapy.
24 hours after resolution of fever without fever
reducing medicine (Tylenol/Ibuprofen) given.

Sunscreen
Sunscreen is important to protect children because they are very susceptible to sunburn. Due to many skin
sensitivities and sunscreen allergies, if you want your child to wear sunscreen during a trip or activity it
should be applied before the student comes to school. If sunscreen needs to be re-applied during school
hours, please send in sunscreen with your child’s name written on it and a note giving permission for our
nurse or parent helpers to supervise your child applying his/her sunscreen.
Medication Policy
*In accordance with Board Policy #210

The school nurse shall not be responsible for the diagnosis of student illness. However, the District
believes that certain students need and should be permitted to use prescription and non-prescription
medications during the school day as outlined below:
Delegation of Responsibility - Prescription Medications
When an elementary student must use a prescribed medicine during the school day, the responsible parent
or guardian shall personally deliver the original container of the prescribed medicine to the building nurse
or secretary. If possible, this is to be done prior to the first day the medication is to be given. At this
point, the parent shall explain any special directions for the use of the medicine and shall complete the
medication form requesting school officials to dispense medication according to District procedures. If
medication is to be given daily for an extended period, parents should provide a 3-4-week supply.
Additional medication should be delivered to school by the parent or a designated adult. Under no
circumstances may students deliver medications to school. Prescribed medicines will be distributed, at the
appropriate time, by the building nurse. In case of emergencies, the principal or head teacher will be
required to help. No prescribed medicines will be dispensed to District elementary students without the
use of the original container and a District Medicine Request Form completed by the responsible parent or
guardian. Medications ordered to be three times a day (T.I.D.) should NOT be given at school, unless
otherwise specified by the doctor. The doses can be adequately given at home. It is the responsibility of
the parent/guardian to alert the school nurse of any health concerns. In the event that a student requires an
Epi-pen or other emergency medication, a current doctor’s order and the emergency medication must be
supplied by the parent. It is the responsibility of the parents/guardians to replace expired medications.
Miscellaneous Items
Allergies
*In accordance with Board Policy #209.1

The school is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for students with severe or lifethreatening food allergies. Students with allergy concerns may need an emergency care plan designed to
meet their individual student’s healthcare needs. Please contact the school nurse to discuss.
Inhalers
*In accordance with Board Policy #210.1

The District discourages elementary students from carrying inhalers throughout the school day. An
inhaler will be treated as prescribed medicine and must be dispensed through the Health Room. Students
for whom a doctor has prescribed an inhaler be within the child’s possession at all times must have a
written note from the doctor on record in the Health Room. Use of the inhaler during school or
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transportation to and from school must be reported to the Health Room for recording on the medication
record.
Bee Sting Medication
Specially prescribed medication for those allergic to bee stings must be provided, in the original
container, by the parents and shall be stored in the building Health Room to be used for the treatment of
elementary students. The medicine will be handled and dispensed as a prescribed medication.
Pediculosis Capitis (Head Lice)
*In accordance with Board Policy #209.3

The school recognizes the importance of working with students, parents/guardians and employees with
pediculosis/head lice. In keeping with the District’s policy of avoiding the unnecessary exclusion of
students from school, healthy students will not be excluded from school due to nit infestations. Students
with live head lice infestations will be excluded from school only to the minimum extent necessary for
treatment. To better manage and to limit the spread of head lice infestations, parents/guardians must be
responsible for reporting all suspected cases of head lice to the school health staff.
Naloxone
*In accordance with Board Policy #823

The School District obtains, maintains and administers doses of an opioid antagonist and other facilities,
specifically Naloxone, for emergency use to assist a student, staff member or other individual believed or
suspected to be experiencing an opioid overdose. The school physician shall be the prescribing and
supervising medical professional for the District’s stocking and use of Naloxone. Naloxone shall be
safely stored in the school nurse’s office or other location designated by the school nurse in accordance
with the drug manufacturer’s instructions.
Over the Counter Analgesics
Acetaminophen (Tylenol), Ibuprofen (Motrin, Advil) and Antacids (Tums) may be dispensed to students
by the school nurse if permission is given by the parent/guardian on the health history form located in
Skyward. A maximum of 10 doses of ibuprofen or acetaminophen will be given over the school year. If a
parent/guardian wishes a student to receive more than 10 doses, a prescription must be written by the
student’s physician.
Vaccinations
*In accordance with Board Policy #203

●
●
●

Students who are exempt from state-mandated vaccinations may be excluded from school during
an outbreak of vaccine-preventable disease.
Unless the child has a medical or religious/philosophical exemption, he/she must have received
the following vaccines or risk exclusion from school until the vaccines are administered and the
nurse receives an updated vaccine record.
Vaccinations required for 7th Grade attendance:
- 1 dose of Tdap
- 1 dose of MCV
- 4 doses of DTaP including 1 dose after the 4th birthday,
and 4 doses of IPV (4th dose after the 4th birthday)
- 2 doses of MMR
- 3 doses of Hepatitis B
- 2 doses of Varicella or evidence of immunity
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Health Coverage
Pennsylvania Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is available for uninsured kids and teens up to
age 19 in Pennsylvania. CHIP covers routine check-ups, prescriptions, hospitalization, dental, eye care
and more. Most kids receive CHIP for free or at a low cost. For more information and to apply please call
#1-800-986-KIDS or www.CHIPcoversPAkids.com.

DISCIPLINE POLICY
*In accordance with Board Policy #218

Proper student behavior is achieved when each student develops the desire and ability to live as a
responsible citizen. With respect to student responsibilities, the State Board of Education
Regulations of Pennsylvania Code, Chapter 12, Section 12.2 provides as follows:
Student responsibilities include regular school attendance, conscientious effort in classroom work, and
conformance to school rules and regulations. In addition, students share with the administration and
faculty a responsibility to develop a climate within the school that is conducive to wholesome learning
and living.
No student has the right to interfere with the education of his fellow students. It is the responsibility of
each student to respect the rights of teachers, students, administrators, and all others who are involved in
the educational process.
Students should express their ideas and opinions in a respectful manner so as not to offend others.
Our District elementary schools share a specific discipline plan, which is introduced and explained to
students and families at the beginning of each school year.
Elementary Discipline
When a student is involved in certain behavior offenses, discipline may result. These behavior
offenses may include, but are not limited to:
● Classroom disruption
● Noncompliance
● Inappropriate language
● Failure to keep hands/feet to self
● Defiance/disrespect
● Bullying/Harassment
● Dishonest behavior
● Continued violation of school/classroom/bus rules
● Misuse of property
*The behaviors listed above apply to all school and district settings including the bus and extracurricular
activities and events.
Building administrators may enact consequences for students’ inappropriate behavior. These
consequences include, but are not limited to:
● Verbal warning
● Parent contact
● Loss of privilege (i.e., recess, lunch in cafe, assembly)
● Student completes character trait lesson (Personable, Respectful, Integrity, Dependable, Engaged)
● Conference with parent with/without student.
● Detention
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●
●

Elementary Intervention
Out-of-School Suspension

* Severe behavior may include policy violations, physical aggression, etc. and will result in an
immediate office referral.
* Building administrators have the option to assign consequences (not limited to the list above) if so
warranted based upon student behavior.
Suspension and Expulsion
*In accordance with Board Policy #233

Exclusion from School-Suspension
The principal or person in charge of the school may suspend any pupil for disobedience or misconduct for
a period of one (1) to ten (10) consecutive school days and shall immediately notify the parent/guardian
and the Superintendent or designee in writing when the student is suspended.
When the suspension exceeds three (3) school days, the student and parent/guardian shall be given the
opportunity for an informal hearing with the designated school official. Such hearing shall take place as
soon as possible after the suspension, and the District shall offer to hold it within the first five (5) days of
the suspension. Informal hearing under this provision shall be conducted by the building principal or
designee.
Students who are suspended from school may not participate actively or as a spectator in any
extracurricular activities during the time of the suspension.
Exclusion from Class - Elementary Intervention
The parent/guardian shall be informed when an intervention period has been assigned. The District shall
provide for the student's education during the intervention period.
Expulsion
Expulsion is exclusion from school by the Board for a period exceeding ten (10) consecutive school days.
The Board may permanently expel any student from the District rolls whose misconduct and disobedience
warrants this sanction. No student shall be expelled without an opportunity for a formal hearing before a
duly authorized committee of the Board, and upon action taken by the Board after the hearing.
Students who are expelled from school may not participate actively or as a spectator in any extracurricular
activities during the time of expulsion.
Tobacco, Nicotine, Controlled Substances, and Paraphernalia
*In accordance with Board Policies #222 & #227

The Board recognizes that the abuse of controlled substances is a serious problem with legal, physical and
social implications for the whole school community. A student who is on school grounds, on school
buses or at bus stops, during a school session, or anywhere at a school-sponsored activity is under the
influence of restricted drugs, narcotics, or mood-altering substances or possesses, uses, dispenses, sells or
aids in the procurement of narcotics, restricted drugs, mood-altering substances, or any substance
purported to be a restricted-substance or abuses of over-the-counter drugs shall be subject to discipline
pursuant to the provisions and procedures outlined in Red Lion Area School District Code of Student
Discipline.
In addition to the District discipline, a student who possesses or uses tobacco in a school building, a
school bus, or on school property commits a summary offense and shall be subject to prosecution.
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Student Searches
*In accordance with Board policy #226

When the school administrators have reasonable suspicion that a student(s) has on his/her person(s) or
property materials which are illegal, stolen, or pose a threat to the health, welfare, and safety of students,
the student(s) or his/her property may be searched. Such material may be used as evidence against the
student(s) in disciplinary proceedings. It is not necessary for school officials to have parent permission or
presence in order to conduct a student search.
Weapons on School Property
*In accordance with Board Policy #218.1

Students are forbidden to bring onto school property or to school sponsored activities or on school vehicles
(by accident or otherwise) any weapon, firearm, knife, look-a-like weapon or any instrument capable of
inflicting injury to people or that poses a threat to their safety.
Students found in violation will be subject to disciplinary action by school authorities, consistent with Board
Policy and applicable law, which may include expulsion of not less than one year and notification to local
law enforcement officials.
Definition - A weapon shall include, but not be limited to, any knife, cutting instrument, cutting tool,
nunchaku, firearm, shotgun, rifle, look-a-like weapon and any other tool, instrument, or implement capable
of inflicting serious bodily injury or posing a threat to safety.
Additionally, the District will report all incidents involving possession of a weapon to the Pennsylvania
Department of Education where required.
Terroristic Threats/Acts Policy
*In accordance with Board Policy #218.2

To continue to ensure the safety of all of our students, the Red Lion Area School District does not tolerate
terroristic threats/acts of any kind on school property. This includes statements such as “I’m going to kill
you,” or any statement or gesture that terrorizes another student. The following notice is to inform
parents of our policy:
Students are forbidden - on school property, on school vehicles, or at school-sponsored activities - to
make a threat to commit violence or terrorize another student, or to carry out an act that is an
offense against property or involves danger to another person.
Students found in violation will be subject to disciplinary action by school authorities, which may
include implementation of a threat assessment, suspension, expulsion, and notification to local law
enforcement officials.
Property Damage and Vandalism
*In accordance with Board Policy #224

Students who willfully or maliciously break into, enter, deface, write on, mark-on, or place any obscene
or improper matter upon any school district building or property will be subject to school discipline.
We will use the following section of the Pennsylvania Public School Law for cases of intentional damage,
so please report any and all such acts.
Section 777. P.L. 30, No. 14 Cl. 24 – Public School Code of 1949 - Defacing, Injuring or Destroying
Property Used for School Purposes; Penalty.
(a) If any person shall willfully or maliciously break into, enter, deface, or write, mark, or place any
obscene or improper matter upon, any public school building, or other building used for school purposes,
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or other purposes provided for in this act, or any out-house used in connection therewith; or shall deface,
injure, damage, or destroy any school furniture, books, paper, maps, charts, apparatus, or other property
contained in any public school building, or other building used and occupied for school purposes, or other
purposes provided for in this act; or shall injure, damage, or destroy any shade-trees, shrubbery, fences, or
any other property of any kind, upon any public school grounds, or upon any public school playground,
such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be sentenced to pay a
fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50) and not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or undergo an
imprisonment in the county jail for a period not exceeding six months, either or both, at the discretion of
the court. In addition to any other penalty prescribed by this subsection, the court, upon conviction of a
defendant for a violation of this subsection, may order the defendant to compensate the school district for
any damages it sustained as a result of the defendant's unlawful conduct.
(b) The board of school directors of a school district is authorized to adopt regulations and procedures
providing for rewards of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000) to any person who provides information
which aids in the conviction of any person for violating the provisions of subsection (a) and rewards of up
to five thousand dollars ($5,000) to any person who provides information which aids in the conviction of
any person for violating any provision of Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, if the violation occurs on school property or property utilized for school purposes.
(777 amended June 30, 1980, P.L.279, No.80)
Cheating or Plagiarism
When it is determined that a student has cheated on an assignment, test, quiz, writing piece, reading
requirement, project, report, etc. the individual will be disciplined academically.
Bus Discipline
*In accordance with Policy #816

All students can behave appropriately and safely while riding on a school bus. It is unacceptable for any
student to affect the drivers’ ability to keep students safe.
No person other than a public school pupil, teacher, or school employee shall be permitted to board and/or
ride the school bus without written consent from the Superintendent or designee.
At no times should students be playing games (ex: throwing a football), pushing, shoving, or fighting at
the bus stop.
To assist in monitoring student safety and behavior on the school busses, cameras have been installed in
the front and rear of most buses. The video and sound recordings captured are the confidential property
of the Red Lion Area School District and will only be viewed under the direct supervision of the Director
of Transportation or a member of the administration. Students are advised that their behavior on the
busses can be monitored and that improper conduct will not be tolerated.
Bullying Prevention Program
*In accordance with Board Policy #249

Red Lion Area School District elementary schools are a safe and positive learning environment for
students. Each student, administrator, and teacher shall respect the rights of others.
In an attempt to minimize bullying behaviors, bullying prevention skills are taught at each of the
elementary buildings. The interventions used for addressing such behaviors include: referral to the
administrator or counselor, conferencing with students, use of the peer mediation process, parent contacts
and disciplinary action when necessary. A student-friendly bullying information sheet (containing the
information detailed below) is readily visible in every elementary classroom.
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Bullying is an electronic, written, verbal, or physical act or series of acts intentionally directed at another
student or students repeatedly and over time. Bullying acts can occur within the school setting or outside
the school setting and have the following negative effects:
● Bullying creates a threatening environment for a student.
● Bullying interferes with a student’s education.
When a bullying incident occurs outside of the school setting, it can be addressed in school if the incident
causes disruption to the school day.
School setting can be defined as in the school building, on school property, in school vehicles, at a bus
stop, or at any school activity.
Cyber-bullying is a type of bullying using any form of electronic communication, including, but not
limited to telephone, text messaging, Internet websites, email, blogs, chat rooms, and/or instant
messaging. Students who have been bullied, or are aware of bullying, are asked to report such incidents
to the school principal, counselor, or a teacher.
Suicide Awareness
*In accordance with Board Policy#819

In compliance with state law and regulations, and in support of the District’s suicide prevention measures,
information received in confidence from a student may be revealed to the student’s parents/guardians, the
building principal or other appropriate authority when the health, welfare or safety of the student or any
other person is deemed to be at risk. The District shall utilize a multifaceted approach to suicide
prevention which integrates school and community-based supports. Students shall receive age-appropriate
education on the importance of safe and healthy choices, coping strategies, how to recognize risk factors
and warning signs, as well as help-seeking strategies for self or others including how to engage school
resources and refer others for help.

TECHNOLOGY USAGE IN THE RED LION AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Red Lion Area School District supports the use of technology as an instructional tool to support and
facilitate learning through the creation of digital products, communication and collaboration, access to
information, and research fluency. Student use of technology shall be consistent with the curriculum
adopted by the District as support for instructional needs, learning styles, abilities, and development
levels of students. Further, the District will make every effort to provide technology access to students in
all grade levels.
Acceptable Use of Technology
*In accordance with Board Policy #815

The Red Lion Area School District’s Acceptable Use Policy #815 outlines the parameters of appropriate
and responsible student use of technology. Students are required to abide by all of the guidelines detailed
in the policy. A full-version of the Acceptable Use Policy is available as a file on the Red Lion Area School
District Website’s Policy Page. It can also be obtained by requesting a written copy through the child’s
building office.
Student and parent signatures, signifying review and acceptance of the terms of this Student Handbook,
also signify review of/and agreement to abide by all of the guidelines dictated by the Acceptable Use
Policy.
It is important to know that the Red Lion Area School District provides instruction to minors on the topics
of Internet Safety and appropriate online behavior. Internet Safety education topics include, but are not
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limited to, online behavior and ethics, understanding of intellectual property and copyright, social
networking safety, chat room safety, cyber-bullying awareness and response and other online privacy and
security issues.
Students must be aware that the use of the Internet and network facilities is a privilege, not a right.
Inappropriate use, malicious acts, or vandalism, as detailed in the Acceptable Use Policy, will result in
disciplinary action as determined by the student code of conduct. This may also include the cancellation
of access privileges and/or the notification of the appropriate legal authorities. The building administrator
and/or District administration have the authority to determine the appropriateness of use.
Digital Tools
In order for the Red Lion Area School District to pro-vide stu-dents with the most effec-tive tools to
enhance their learning, teachers may use educational web-based services and applications. Many of
the Terms of Service and/or Privacy Policies of these applications state that, due to Federal Law,
any users under the age of 13 must obtain parental permission to use their sites and often require an
email address.
The Red Lion Area School District uses a number of contracted Essential Digital Tools and
authorized Supplementary Digital Tools to enhance educational programs and services, engage
students in educational experiences, and empower students to safely use online and digital tools. A
digital tool is any interactive website, application (app), or software that requires an account with a
username and password.
A list of these sites can be found on the District web page (coppa.rlasd.net). This list of approved
sites is updated regularly, so be sure to check back often for new websites and applications.
For students to use these programs and services, certain personal identifying information might be
requested by the service provider, such as the student’s name, a username, password and
occasionally a school email address. Under federal law, Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act
(COPPA), these websites must provide parental notification and obtain parental consent before
collecting personal information from children under the age of 13. (For more information on
COPPA, please visit http://www.ftc.gov/privacy/coppafaqs.shtm.)
After reviewing the list of approved sites, parents may, in writing to the building principal, indicate
any approved website or service in which they do not grant permission for the District to create
accounts for their child on approved websites and services for instructional purposes.
Educational Use of Personally Owned Electronic Devices
*In accordance with Board Policy #237

As students of the Red Lion Area School District move further into the 21st Century, the District
recognizes that the media format of their books and educational activities have increasingly become more
digitized. It is the final decision of the principal or designee as to the appropriate or allowed use of
these devices in his/her classroom.
Please understand that, should students bring such devices to school, they must abide by the Acceptable
Use Policy #815 of the Red Lion Area School District. Further, some students may be permitted to
connect their personal devices to the District’s filtered and secure student wireless network. When
connected to this network, students must abide by all of the guidelines set forth in the Acceptable Use
Policy. The District is not responsible or liable for any use, misuse, damage, loss, or theft resulting from
the device being brought to or used within our schools.
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Also, please be aware that under no circumstances may students use the device to access unfiltered
Internet from their cellular carrier while on our campus. Privileges will be immediately revoked for any
student who intentionally accesses the Internet using unfiltered network resources purchased for the
device. Further, understand that it is the prerogative of school District personnel to ensure that the content
viewed while on school property holds to the educational objectives of the District to provide a safe and
secure learning environment.
Unauthorized Recording of Media
*In accordance with Board Policy# 816

It is in violation of school policy and state and federal statutes for students to use devices, digital or
analog, to create unauthorized audio, video, or photographic recordings. The unauthorized student
recording, videotaping, or photographing of any individual(s) possessing an expectation that such activity
will not be recorded is prohibited and may be punishable under federal and state laws (18 Pa. C.S. §
5701).
Publishing Student Media and Information
There are many times throughout the school year when students’ pictures, audio, or video are digitally
recorded as part of the instructional activities of the District or when students excel in certain school
activities. We want to showcase our students’ accomplishments to the community by using such images
and video in the following manner:
1. Images, audio, or video may be used online for promotional or for instructional use.
2. When submitting information to local news media, submissions may include images, video and
student names.
3. There may be times when members of the local news media are invited to cover a school activity.
If parents prefer that their child’s picture, audio, video, and/or name not be used in any of these forms of
media, they are to submit the request in writing to the building principal.
PLEASE NOTE: If students participate in a school event such as a concert or tournament, it is assumed
that the student’s picture could be taken by many spectators, a situation that would be beyond the scope
of the school’s control.

NOTICES
Red Lion Area School District Integrated Pest Management Act 36 of 2002
*In accordance with Board Policy# 716

The Red Lion Area School District uses an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for managing insects,
rodents, and weeds. The District’s goal is to protect students, staff and the public from pesticide exposure
by using an IPM approach to pest management. The District’s IPM program focuses on making the
school buildings and grounds an unfavorable habitat for these pests by removing food and water sources
and eliminating their hiding and breeding places. This is accomplished through routine cleaning and
maintenance.
The District may occasionally use chemicals to manage a pest problem. If chemicals are used, notices
will be posted in the treatment areas seventy-two (72) hours prior to application and for forty-eight (48)
hours following the application.
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If a chemical application must be made to control an emergency pest problem, notice will be provided by
telephone to any parent/guardian who has requested such notification in writing. To receive notification,
you must be placed on our school notification registry. To be placed on the registry notification must be
sent in writing to the address below by October 4, 2019. Please include your name, students name and
grade, address, day and evening phone number and the building where your child(ren) attend school.
Exemptions to this notification include disinfectants and antimicrobial products; self-contained baits
placed in areas not accessible to students; gel-type baits placed in cracks, crevices or voids; and
swimming pool maintenance chemicals.
The District’s IPM Coordinator is Mr. Craig Slack, Director of Buildings and Grounds. Each year the
district will prepare a new notification registry.
If you have any questions please contact:
Craig Slack, IPM Coordinator
Red Lion Area School District
696 Delta Road
Red Lion, PA 17356
Telephone (717) 244-4518
Asbestos Notification
The Red Lion Area School District has a proactive asbestos management plan, which includes routine biannual inspections by District personnel who are trained and certified for U.S. EPA Asbestos Hazard
Emergency Response (Act 40 C.F.R. 763), and every third year inspections by a U.S. EPA Asbestos
Hazard Emergency Response (Act 40 C.F.R.) state-certified inspector.
Copies of our asbestos management plan are on file at every building and the Red Lion Area Education
Center, 696 Delta Road, Red Lion, PA 17356.
The following district buildings are asbestos free: Red Lion Area Junior High, Larry J. Macaluso
Elementary, Locust Grove Elementary, Mazie Gable Elementary, North Hopewell-Winterstown
Elementary, Pleasant View Elementary and the Red Lion Area Education Center. Clearview Elementary,
Red Lion Area Senior High School, and Windsor Manor Elementary have some asbestos-containing
building materials such as pipe elbows, transit ceiling tiles, ceiling plaster, drywall and floor tiles, which
are all in excellent condition.
Special Education Annual Public Notice
*In accordance with Board Policy #113

Under Federal law, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), it is the responsibility of the
Pennsylvania Department of Education and the Red Lion Area School District to ensure that all children
with disabilities, regardless of the severity of the disability, residing in the District who are suspected to
be in need of special education and related services are located, evaluated, and identified. The Red Lion
Area School District annually publishes a notice to parents regarding our special education services in the
York Dispatch, the York Daily Record, and the District calendar. Additionally, parents may access this
information through the Special Education pages on the District’s website, www.rlasd.net >Departments
>Special Education > Annual Public Notice, or by calling the Special Education Office at (717) 2445550.
Nondiscrimination Policy
*In accordance with Board Policy# 103

The Red Lion Area School Board of School Directors declares it to be the policy of this school district to
provide equal opportunity for all students to achieve their maximum potential through the programs
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offered in the schools regardless of race, color, age, creed, religion, sex, gender, sexual orientation,
ancestry, national origin, marital status, pregnancy or handicap/disability.
For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures, contact Human Resources at Red Lion
Area Education Center, 696 Delta Road, Red Lion, and PA 17356. (717) 244-4518.
District Notifications - Skylert
Notifications of District events, delays and closings, and emergencies will be communicated through a
mass calling/emailing system. The effectiveness of this system is directly affected by the accuracy of the
contact information that is on file in the District databases. Please be sure to update your child’s Skyward
account with any changes to your contact information.
Video Surveillance Cameras
*In accordance with Board Policy #816

School building and grounds may be equipped with video monitoring devices. The School Board or its
administrators may use video surveillance cameras for inquiries and proceedings related to law
enforcement, deterrence, and disciplinary action.
School Security and Life Safety Drills
*In accordance with Board Policy #805

School Security and Life Safety Drills are conducted throughout the school year. These drills may
include the following:
● Active Shooter/Armed Intruder
● Medical Emergency
● Bomb Threat
● School Bus Evacuation
● Child Napping
● Severe Weather
● Fire Drills
All staff and students will participate in the drills. The drills are conducted for the purpose of the security
and safety of our students, staff and visitors at all of our school buildings. We will not always provide
prior notification of these drills to parents or students.
School Safety Tip Line
*In accordance with Board Policy #705

Safety is one of our district’s top priorities, which is why we are now using SafeSchools Alert.
SafeSchools is a tip reporting system that allows students, staff, and parents to submit safety concerns to
our administration in four different ways:
1. Phone: (717) 417-0305
2. Text: Text your tip to (717) 417-0305
3. Web: http://1174.alert1.us
Easily report tips on bullying, harassment, drugs, vandalism or any safety issue you are concerned about.
You can submit a tip anonymously online or by telephone. More information, including the SafeSchools
Alert Terms of Use and Privacy Policy, is available online at http://1174.alert1.us. Thanks in advance for
helping to make our school community a safer place to work and learn! We appreciate your support.
Safe 2 Say Something
Safe 2 Say Something is an anonymous reporting system to alert administrators about potential life-safety
or non-life safety tips. Tips may be submitted one of three ways:
·

Phone - call 1-844-SAF2SAY
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·
·

Website - safe2saypa.org
Mobile App - install the “safe2say something pa” app mobile device and follow the prompts

Administrators will be alerted to the tip and take the required actions.

York County Student Tip Line: 1-888-332-9283
Students having concerns or information involving potential threats upon individuals and/or property may
utilize the 911 Student Tip Line. If the threat is not school-related, students may still provide information
involving potential criminal acts. All calls received are monitored by 911 Supervisors.
Inclement Weather/Evacuation Announcements
*In accordance with Board Policy #911

In the event of school closing or an emergency, the following is a list of radio/TV stations that will be
notified regarding a change of schedule.
TV Stations: WGAL-TV 8, WPMT-FOX 43, WHTM-TV 27, WH-TV 21
Radio Stations: WRVV-FM (97.3), BOB-FM (94.9), WHP-AM (580), KISS-FM (99.3), CW-TV 15,
WSBA-AM (910), WARM-FM (103.3), WSOX-FM (96.1), WKZF-FM (92.7), WTPA-FM (92.1),
WCAT-FM (102.3), WQLV-FM (98.9)
Only the four stations in bold listed above will be contacted by RLASD. The stations listed below the
bold stations are associated and use the same automated systems. These stations link and will copy the
bold stations’ announcements.
This information is also available on the RLASD District website at www.rlasd.net, Facebook (Red Lion
Area School District) and Twitter (@rlschools).
All instructions will be provided to the media for announcement. If an evacuation is necessary, the
stations will advise you where to report. The following may be requested when reporting to another
building to pick up your child(ren): Photo identification and a signature on a student release form.
Please refrain from calling the school during an emergency so that the school telephone lines will
be open for staff to disseminate information to the media.
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