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SAVE THE DATE
Ms. Heather Chron
hachron@cps.edu

I am so excited to be “springing forward” into longer, sunnier (and hopefully warmer!)
days as we continue to “march” along this school year!
This year, our Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) Exam will take place the weeks
of March 16-20 and 23-27. Enclosed is a copy of the schedule. The IAR measures
student performance in the areas of English Language Arts and Mathematics. Results
from the assessment will be sent home in the fall and are used by the state of Illinois in
determining student readiness for college and career readiness. The attached schedule
was developed to complete the testing within three school days, with testing sessions
scheduled in the morning and afternoon. All students in grades 3 through 8 will have a
computerized assessment. To prepare for testing, be sure your child gets a good
night's rest and arrives at school on time. We are confident that the students are well
prepared for this assessment!
This month we welcome back Ms. Tomal in the 5th grade. Mrs. Raczkiewicz who had
been covering her leave will now take over for Mrs. Shufelt. Last month (February) the
Garvy community welcomed two more baby boys! Mrs. Colon welcomed Greyson Kane
and Mrs. Whalen welcomed James Parker! We wish both families all the happiness in
the world.
The Girls and Boys basketball seasons have come to an end and I’d like to give a
special shout out to all of the coaches: Mrs. Hehn, Mrs. Colon, Ms. Cavanaugh, Mr.
Perez, Ms. Patton, Mr. DeWitt and Mrs. Hankins, as well as any parent volunteers who
help out on the sidelines. We had a great season and enjoyed the 5/6th girls’ team
winning the division championship!! A huge thank you to the dedication of our teachers
and the students who showed up and played every week.
Looking ahead to April, the Garvy Bulldogs continue to celebrate school spirit by
participating in the Connect Four Championship at the end of the month. The PTA is
sponsoring a school-wide competition on April 3rd! Make sure to sign up for the fun
event!
If you have ever wondered about what happens behind the scenes with budget and
curriculum, you may be interested in attending a Local School Council (LSC) Meeting.
The LSC is a group of teachers, parents and community members elected by their
peers. If you are ever interested in stopping by, we always love visitors. This year there
will be LSC elections for new board members. In addition to our monthly LSC meeting,
March 18th at 5PM, we will also have the LSC Candidate Forum on Wednesday,
March 25th at 5PM. Come out to listen to the candidates speak. LSC elections will be
held on April 22nd throughout the day of Report Card Pick-Up Day.
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AAC Meeting @4pm
 4th – BAC Meeting
@8:30am; Yearbook
Team Picture Day; 5th
grade Dance with Class
begins; PBIS: Dr. Seuss
Day

 13th – Trinity Irish
Dancers Performance
(Grades K-2) @9:30am
 16th – IAR Testing for
Grades 4-6th
 18th – Math and Science
Night from 5 to 7pm;
LSC Meeting @ 5pm;
PTA @ 6pm
 20th – PEP Assembly;
RAS Variety Show
Afterschool
 23rd – IAR Testing for
Grades 3, 7, and 8th
 25th – Celebration
Dances of West African
Performance (Grades K2) @2:30pm
 31st – 3rd Grade Field
Trip to Copernicus
Center; Principal Tea
@3:30pm

Follow us
@JWGarvyBulldogs
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Counselor’s Corner

Ms. Bridget Stanis

bcstanis@cps.edu

“We don’t merely book your
travel; we can help you
ATTENTION 8th Grade Students and Parents
realize your travel dreams if you give us an idea of what
Release of Results
kind
of experience you seek.”
Application results for applicants to ninth grade will be released on March 27th between 5 pm and 11:59 pm.
For online applicants, results will be posted on their online GoCPS account. For paper applicants, a notification
letter will be mailed to the primary address on their application. In addition, paper applicants can view their
results on the online GoCPS account that has been opened for them by the Office of Access and
Enrollment. Families will receive a robocall and email the week of March 23rd that will provide them with
instructions on how to access the results.

2020 GIRLS ON THE RUN AND HEART & SOLE!
You can still register for GOTR or H&S!!! If you need assistance, I can help!!
We will start the second week of March and we will be sending home the days and times of your child’s
practices soon.
Thank you for your continued support and interest! Thank you and please feel free to contact me!!

ADOPT-A-CLASSROOM
Thank you to the family of Mason W. for their online donation to a Garvy teacher. 100% of your donation goes directly to the
classroom for the students’ learning. We would also like to thank all the families who donate online. We hope the website is easy
to use. All donors receive a receipt via email for their donation – making it easy for your taxes! Donations to the Adopt-aClassroom Committee can be made anytime at https://www.mightycause.com/organization/Jw-Garvy-Adopt-A-Classroom-Nfp.
Spread the word on your favorite social media platform.
Mark your calendars! The Walk-a-Thon will take place on Friday, May 1st. Volunteers will be needed for street corner duty (2
adults at Oak Park & Foster, Oak Park & Berwyn, Rutherford & Foster, and Rutherford & Berwyn), DJ station, and water stations,
starting at 8:45 am through mid-day. Shifts will be available through a sign-up form. All volunteers must have completed the CPS
volunteer application here – and it’s not too late to start the process.
I continue to be impressed by the tenacity of my Pride of the Northwest Side” lawn sign! It has survived the summer heat, spring
rains, and these winter snows and it’s still standing, looking good! Let’s see more of them throughout the neighborhood order online.
For all your support and all that you do for Garvy School, we say: Gracias! Dziękuję!  لكم شكراThank you!

YEARBOOK ORDERS
Pre-order your 2019-2020 yearbook today!
It's been a great school year so far and we've been
capturing fun memories for the yearbook. Don't miss
out on all the events that are happening at Garvy.
Pre-order your yearbook today at
ybpay.lifetouch.com using our school's Yearbook ID
Code 10190220.

REMINDER!!!
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Assistant’s Announcements

Mrs. Stephanie Bester
snelson1@cps.edu

Spring is on the way!
The daylight is hanging around just a little longer each day. It gives me hope about the months ahead. Come on spring!!
1. On March 16th, we begin the Illinois Assessment Readiness (IAR). Our third through eighth graders take the
exam on the computer. Remember to get a good night’s rest, eat a decent breakfast and mentally prepare
for the assessment. This test gauges what students have learned within the past year, noting whether the
student is at, above, or below grade level in both Reading and Math. Please make sure your child is at
school on time! Testing begins by 8:45 A.M. daily.
2. The annual My Voice, My School survey has begun for the 2019-2020 school year. This year the survey will
be taken by all staff members, parents, and students in grades 4th-8th. The parents will be asked to
participate in this important survey in April.

A couple of reminders:
 If your child is missing any articles of clothing, please check the lost and found area. We will clean this area once
per month and make a donation to a local shelter. There are a number of hooded sweatshirts, hats, gloves,
boots, and mittens. This is also a great opportunity to remind everyone to write your child’s name or
initials on their belongings. This will aid in the recovery of student’s items.
 Students are asked to leave the school grounds at dismissal time, if you are not accompanied by an adult.
Supervision by school personnel ends at 3:30pm.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!!!

94.2%
THIS MONTH’S
%
OVERALL
ATTENDANCE RATE
Year to Date: 94.7%

Homerooms with the highest attendance this
month and winners of the Attendance Trophy.
First Place: Homeroom 127, Ms. Hehn- 97.5%
Second Place: Homeroom 125, Ms. McCain- 96.8%
Third Place: Homeroom 208, Ms. Mora- 96.1%

Congratulations to the 6th Grade team! They have
the highest attendance rate. They have 96.3%
attendance for the month. Way to go!

If you were an approved
volunteer last school year,
please contact the office if
you'd like to be renewed for
this year.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT!!!
Congratulations to Zuzanna M.! She is the Garvy Spelling Bee
champion and has qualified for participation in the Chicago Public
Schools Citywide Spelling Bee.
Here are important details for the citywide Spelling Bee:
Date: March 12, 2020 Time: 8:30 AM
Location: Hyde Park High School
Good Luck Zuzanna!

Band for Today Solo Contest
On Saturday, February 22nd, Lauren C. performed and
represented Garvy well, earning herself a silver medal at
the Band for Today Solo contest.
Congratulations!!!

Community Cleanup Project
Noemi A. and Lydia V. from the 4th grade cleaned up the litter around Garvy as part of a service project. Ms.
Alvarado described that their family follows the Bahá’í faith. There is a special week called Ayyam-I-ha. These
are extra days in the Bahá’í calendar that are to be used to spread joy, give gifts and often include service
projects. Noemi told her mom that she noticed there was a lot of litter on the playground and wanted to clean up
the area. These wonderful community members decided to clean up the trash as a service project and she invited
Lydia to join. They successfully collected 3 garbage bags full of trash!
Thank you Bulldogs!!!
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Chicago Public
Schools
www.garvyschool.org
John W. Garvy School
5225 N. Oak Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60656
773-534-1185
773-534-1124 (fax)

Grades K-1:
Grades 2-3:
Grades 4-5:
Upper Grades:

Room 105, Ms. Hollich
Room 109, Ms. Neshawait
Room 212, Ms. Bania
Room 206, Ms. Shehab
8A

March 4th PBIS Fun Dress Up Day: Dr. Seuss Day

PBIS: Positive Office
Referrals

Garvy Website
Please utilize our
school web page to get
the latest information
about our school. Email
blasts are generated
regularly to inform
parents of the
upcoming events.
If you haven’t
already, please create
an account on our
school website!!
www.garvyschool.org

AlexP., 7th grade

Lyna L., 8th grade

Congratulations to this
month’s Positive Office
Referral nominee. Bulldogs
are being sent to Ms. Chron
and Ms. Bester for their
positive behaviors. Excellent
work showing everyone what
is means to be a true Garvy
Bulldog!

MY VOICE, MY SCHOOL SURVEY

Please support our
ongoing fundraiser
with the Amazon
Smile program.
Simply link your
Amazon account to
JW Garvy Adopt-aClassroom NFP
group, and 0.5% of
every purchase you
make on
Amazon.com will be
donated back to
Garvy’s AAC.

All 4th—8th grade students will be asked to participate in the My Voice, My School Survey.
This is a survey conducted by Chicago Public Schools and the University of Chicago
Consortium on Chicago School Research. The survey asks students about their experiences
at school. Parents are invited to take the survey at Report Card Pick-Up on April 22, 2020.
Please participate in the survey to have your voice be heard!

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
If your child is ready for kindergarten and will be turning 5 on or before September 1st
please enroll during the week of April 19-April 24th. Registration for school year 20202021 will begin at 9:30-2:00 daily in the main office. The following information is
required for registration: Original Birth Certificate, Proof of Residency, and Medical
Information, if available (forms due by August 12th).
When you register there will be information in a packet that will be
given to you and always feel free to check our website for more
information.

PAWS: Practice Respect—Achieve—Willing to Work—Safe and Secure

The Golden Bulldog winners for the month of February were:

