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CEO'S NOTE

It's been a remarkable year at ICEF!
As the 2018-19 school year comes to a close, I
am grateful for the tremendous dedication
that our teachers and staff have shown as we
advocate for the next generation of leaders.
The launch of our inaugural newsletter allows
us to celebrate what the future holds. We
continue to make tremendous strides and
we're geared up for many more.
Educators across the country face challenges.
We are combining our collective expertise to
focus on solutions that help all students soar
while deeply supporting our team.
Through a comprehensive approach that
focuses on academics, arts, athletics, and
wellness, we are confident that our students
will continue to achieve excellence in college
and life beyond.
As we celebrate the Class of 2019 and their
exceptional achievements, we are confident
that we have prepared them for a wide variety
of post-secondary opportunities. Without a
doubt, they can become dynamic citizens
who will impact positive change through both
service and leadership for the good of their
communities.

Parker Hudnut
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Cheers to the excellence that lies ahead!
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MEET
KALARIA
OBASI

Kalaria Obasi represents the power of hard work and determination. As the
Valedictorian of ICEF View Park Prep High School's Class of 2019, her journey
here began in middle school and she has excelled ever since.
“My journey has been positive and beneficial because I had teachers who saw
me in my full potential and supported me,” said Obasi. “Along with Student

The Valedictorian and Posse
Foundation Scholar has her sights
set on making a difference

Council, volleyball, and National Honor Society, I started a youth mentorship
program because underclassmen really needed it.”
With dynamic leadership skills that allowed her to recognize a problem and
identify solutions, the student athlete found that weekly group meetings and biweekly one-on-one meetings help students to feel connected and to soar
academically.
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"Students need a support system
at school and at home. They
need benefits to help them see
that they are worthy of a higher
education and can thrive in all
aspects of life."
“Mentorship builds bonds and
relationships that can positively affect
you,” she explained. “Mentors take you
under their wings and guide you
through life.” In addition to
spearheading a mentorship project,
Obasi started a Youth Entrepreneurship
Project where students learn the
fundamentals of business.

“Mr. Hudnut and Coach Krohn
encouraged us to get into groups and
decide what products we’d like to
market,” said Obasi. “They helped us
formulate plans and create cost of
goods sheets. We had mock loan
interviews that helped us to understand
the principles of borrowing and paying
it back.”

The winner of a prestigious Posse
Foundation Scholarship, Obasi plans to
attend Dickinson College in
Pennsylvania where she hopes to
double major in political science and
sociology. “I am most interested in
becoming a district attorney and
practicing family law,” she said. “Family
lawyers interact with everyday people
and engage in the community. I want to
help the everyday person.”

With talented and compassionate
students like Kalaria Obasi leading the
way, the future is surely in exceptional
hands.
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KRISTEN BUCZEK: BRIDGES TO SUCCESS

Author Nelson Henderson once
wrote, “The true meaning of life is
to plant trees under whose shade
you do not expect to sit.” For ICEF
Vista Academy Principal Kristen
Buczek, her unwavering
commitment to inspiring minds
and empowering the next
generation of leaders results in a
garden of excellence.

Under her leadership, ICEF Vista
Elementary received the 2019
distinction as a Top LA County
Public School for underserved
students.

ICEF Vista has a proven history of
excellence in closing the
achievement gap for Latino and
African American students in Los
Angeles County. To qualify for the
“Anyone who steps on this campus Top School designation, the school
can tell that we are a family," said
beat the statewide average in one
Buczek. “Everyone is in it for the
or more factors including math and
right reason. The work that we are reading scores.
doing every single day can literally
change a child’s life.”
"When you hear about Mar Vista or
Culver City, most people think
Having joined ICEF in 2008,
about privilege,” she said.
Buczek spent time as an
Instructional Support/Assistant
“Most of our students come from a
Principal prior to assuming the
large housing project and are
campus’ lead role.
English learners. We want to break
the cycle of poverty and provide
With a full understanding of the
them with opportunities.”
complexities of the surrounding
community, Buczek and her team Considering the mounting
at the award-winning school strive demands that parents face, Buczek
to bridge the gap and
looks for ways to engage families
connect students to the resources and include them in their child’s
that they need to thrive.
day.

"We have an online system where we
send out pictures of what kids are
doing each day,” said the mother of two.
“We invite parents to campus for
celebrations. The kids are proud to show
their families what is happening in the
classroom."
As teachers’ responsibilities rapidly shift,
educators find themselves playing
multiple roles in the nurturing of
students. As a result of these mounting
tasks, it’s important to highlight the
significance of a teacher’s role.
“There is a lot to be said about feeling
valued,” she shared. “It’s really easy to
let teachers do their thing and be in
their classrooms. It’s important to make
sure the work they’re doing is being
appreciated.”
As she charts the next chapter of her
life, this is her final year in her principal
role at ICEF Vista. And while she will
miss the sense of community, she hopes
that the mark she leaves on the campus
will endure.
“I want my legacy to be a feeling of
family,” she said. “We’re in this together.
It’s not my kid but our kids. I hope that
remains the description of our school. I
want the work to continue."
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raquel wells: a story
of family & hope
For Raquel Wells, making the transition from a Christian school
to a public school was scary. Despite her fears, the mother of
nine children explored the ICEF vision and changed her
family’s path forever.
“One of my son’s coaches talked to me about View Park,” she
shared. “I trusted his coach and decided that we’d do it. I fell in
love with the school. My son was in the second high school
graduating class of View Park.”
After seeing happiness on campus day in and out, she knew
she had made the right choice, and that choice eventually led
to her accepting a position at ICEF as a Community Relations
Coordinator. “I saw how everyone there was like family,” she
reflected. “We were a small community. It was neat to see that
someone cared about these kids. They kept the kids safe and
they really watched out over them like they were their own.”
Although she was used to traditional school, she became so
comfortable with ICEF that six of her children eventually
graduated from the high school. ICEF’s family environment
sealed the deal and she knew this would be “home.”
“Our schools are family oriented,” she shared. “We encourage
family involvement. We encourage them to show up. We
encourage them to take this journey along with their child.”
Considering the ever-expanding responsibilities placed on
teachers and staff across the country, Wells stands firmly in her
belief that, with love and support from all around, kids can
achieve their wildest dreams.
“We deal with kids from a variety of backgrounds with different
home environments,” said Wells. “We don’t know what they’ve
been through. We have to be sensitive. When a kid opens up to
us, we are there. To know that they have adults that are
listening to them is amazing.”

One day we heard all of this
commotion and we ran out of our
office to see.
The kids were simply over the top
because one of the aides who had
been on long-term leave had
returned. The staff really cares for
the kids. They treat them like big
brothers and big sisters.

As she reflects on the hurdles that this new generation faces,
homelessness, social media pressure, and challenging home
environments come to mind.
“If I can touch one child’s life, then that really brings me joy,”
she shared. “These kids will know that I care.”
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debra price-madere:
cherishing the ICEF legacy
History survives thanks to those who
cherish and share our stories. Debra
Price-Madere, School Operations
Manager for ICEF View Park Prep
High School (ICEF VPPHS), has called
ICEF “home” since the beginning.
“The year after the school opened, I
decided to give it a try,” said PriceMadere. “Three of my kids were
school aged while I was Operations
Manager for American Express. I had
flexibility to leave throughout the day
and would visit ICEF View Park
Elementary and do my volunteer
hours in the office.”
After seeing opportunities to help the
office manager, she leapt into action
to help modernize communication
and the school’s general approach to
administration.
“They were looking for someone to
run the operations for the upcoming
high school,” she said.

“I told them that if I came across someone
who would be a good fit, I’ll shoot it over.
They said, 'No we want you.'”
A complete shock to Price-Madere, she
didn’t want to leave her position. After
intense reflection and assessment, she
took the job at the middle school in
preparation for the high school to open in
2003.
“It was to the moon for me. I was bleeding
ICEF,” she shared. “I couldn’t talk enough
about it.”
While the decision to leave a globallyrecognized brand came as a shock to
many, Price-Madere was convinced that
her steps were ordered.
"This is where I’m supposed to be,” shared
the former Soul Train Dancer who
appeared on the show from 1973-1978.

"We were a group of teens that loved to
dance," she said. "We didn’t know it then
that we were creating history and making
a mark that changed television."
Her appreciation for history rings true
today as she insists on sharing the ICEF
legacy. "It gives me chills when I think
about about the kids who came through,
one of which is my son," she said. "He is
now an English teacher at ICEF VPPHS.
He knows exactly how students feel.”
The land where ICEF VPPHS sits was
once a vacant lot where Price-Madere
and other longtime community members
have watched it grow.
“I saw it built from the ground,” she
remembers. “We can’t let these stories
die. Students need to know where we
started so they have a greater
appreciation for where we're going.”

When asked about the historic Soul Train
days, she remembers what it was like to
be young and eager to chart your own
path.
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EMBRACE THE MIND WITH
TIANA WOOLRIDGE
The Harvard Grad shares innovative wellness strategies in
propelling underserved students to new heights

by Alicia Berkeley

After graduating in May 2019 with an MPH degree in social and behavioral sciences from Harvard T.H. Chan School of
Public Health, ICEF Consultant Tiana Woolridge is ready to inspire youth to Embrace the Mind. Having dedicated a year
to exploring childhood development and mental health, the future pediatrician is paving the way to ensuring that all
kids can pursue a healthy and happy life.
"One in five children experiences mental health issues," said Woolridge. "If we at ICEF can provide a blanket of support
and teach students how to maintain balance and find peace, then there is no limit to what our students can achieve."
Bridging the achievement and socioeconomic gaps requires more than traditional educational approaches. Research
has shown that engaging students in mindfulness meditation and social-emotional learning not only improves grades
and standardized test scores, but also improves students’ sense of purpose and overall wellbeing. With plans to
continue her ICEF journey, the Harvard grad will build even more research-based solutions for helping underserved
students meet their full potential.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), mental health is defined as “a state of well-being in which every
individual realizes his or her own potential, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can work productively and
fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to her or his community.”
"Mental health is not simply the presence or absence of illness, but it also includes how kids view themselves, manage
stress, and feel a sense of belonging," she said. “With effective tools, we know that they can thrive.”
This fall, Woolridge will start her final year of medical school at the University of California, San Francisco. Because she
is passionate about building alliances with youth-serving organizations to create health-positive environments, ICEF is
humbled that she will continue lending her expertise. With a dynamic background that could take her all over the
world, the ICEF community salutes Tiana Woolridge for her phenomenal commitment to advocating for those who
need support the most.
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A FEW CAMPUS NOTES

ICEF View Park Prep High School
One of the mantras of ICEF View Park Prep
High School is “Determined to Succeed.” After
a year of ups and downs, we proudly celebrate
the success that so many have persevered to
achieve. Our leadership students planned and
hosted two successful Market Days. Our school
also held an Empowerment Day, where
students were provided encouragement and
tools to be successful.
Heading into the summer, we are excited
about the leadership and service opportunities
our students have earned, such as receiving
AEG internships with the support of the
Brotherhood Crusade. Our first ICEF VPPHS
scholars were selected as Earthwatch-IGNITE
fellowship recipients, and two of our juniors
successfully completed a CADD Architectural
Engineering course. They will receive
certification with an opportunity to present
their design at City Hall next school year.

Lastly, we celebrate our graduates of the Class
of 2019 with a traditional ICEF gift of
recognition, followed by graduation on
Wednesday, June 12, 2019.

ICEF View Park Preparatory
Elementary & Middle Schools
At ICEF View Park Prep Elementary and Middle
Schools, you become a part of our village.
Academic and other supports are available
through our Parent Resource Information. This
information includes access to city and county
agencies, health care and wellness, counseling,
and even basic supports such as food, clothing,
and school supplies.
Using a collaborative approach, we partner with
organizations to gain access to additional
academic supports such as tutoring,
enrichment, motivational activities, counseling,
health care, behavioral interventions, and even
food, and clothing. The wraparound approach
supports our scholars, their families, and the
community we serve.
ICEF View Park Prep Elementary and Middle
Schools continue to be "Legacies of Excellence."

ICEF Principals leading the way to excellence. Pictured from left to
right: Akeysha Goods, Kristen Buczek, Natalie Kieffer, Charles Lemle,
Nicole Peters, Leslie McGee.

ICEF Innovation Los Angeles
At ICEF Innovation Los Angeles (IILA), we provide a positive
learning environment where scholars have access to a rigorous
and innovative academic program that engages all stakeholders.
The 2018-2019 school year was full of wonderful outcomes! Both
our 4th and 5th grade teams place 1st on Math Field Day and
represented IILA during another Math Field Day sponsored by
LACOE. Our Kindergarten students excelled with 70% of them
matriculating to 1st grade at or above reading level (20% of those
students reading at a 2nd grade level).
We also received several grants to support the continued growth
and development of our students both academically and
emotionally. Thanks to support from LACOE, we will provide
supportive services to our homeless population. An Arts
Advancement Grant will help ensure that our students are
exposed to and participate in a variety of art activities. Lastly, a
STEM grant from Lowes will allow us to further challenge our
students.
Prior to the close of another successful school year, we held our
Spring Dance for our 2nd-5th graders. We enjoyed trips to Magic
Mountain and Mulligans for our 5th grade students who will
culminate on June 13th. Our TK-4th grade students will also
celebrate their progress with an awards ceremony and a Stepping
Up Ceremony on June 13th. To officially close out the year, our
entire school community will enjoy a trip to Seaside Lagoon.
Stay tuned for more of the ICEF Voice!

Connect with us
@icefschools

We want to hear from you! Please send ICEF inquiries, stories, and/or pictures to
ICEFPR20@icefps.org
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Students will also participate in the AEG/BET
Experience later this month. There, they will
engage in leadership development exercises
and meet a wide range of entertainment
industry professionals. Thanks to the support
of our partners at Los Angeles Football Club
(LAFC) and Banc of CA, we launched the
second phase of Dreams of Gold, a young
entrepreneurs program that ended in a Shark
Tank like competition at LAFC’s downtown
offices.
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