Ranch Elementary School
43521 N. Kenworthy Rd. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140
Ph: 480-882-3530 Fax: 480-655-6412
https://ranch.jocombs.org/
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 4:00
October 2019
2 - Custodian Appreciation Day
2 - PTO Meeting 4:30 Media Center
2 - Roadrunner Choir Practice 3:15pm
3 - Bahama Bucks Fundraiser (see pg 9)
4 - End of First Quarter
4 - Pink Out for Breast Cancer
Awareness
7 - 14 - Fall Break NO SCHOOL
15 - School back in session
15 - 18 National School Lunch Week
16 - Lunch on the Lawn
17 - Bring your parents to lunch
17 - Student Council Meeting 3:15pm
17 - Battle of the Books Study Session
3:15pm
18 - Award Assembly K 8:20 class
room/1st & 2nd 8:45/ 3rd & 4th
9:25/10:05 5th & 6th
18 - Report Cards go home
18 - Lunch on the Lawn
18 - Trunk or Treat Carnival 5:30
21 - Roadrunner Choir Practice 3:15pm
23 - College Days - wear your favorite
college attire
23 - Lunch on the Lawn
23 - Preschool Screening 8:30 by
appointment only
25 - Lunch on the Lawn
28 - Roadrunner Choir Practice 3:15pm
30 - College Days - wear your favorite
college attire
30 - Lunch on the Lawn
31 - Harvest Parade 1:45pm

RANCH STAFF OCTOBER
5 - Wendy Black Feather
16 - Holly Hipps
30 - Jackie Cross

Shaylee Hyman - TRUSTWORTHINESS
Shaylee Hyman exhibits the characteristics of Trustworthiness. She is someone
who can be counted on to always do what
is right. She is honest and respectful to
adults and her peers. She is a great role
model and other students want to be
around her positive attitude. She is a
great friend and helper to her classmates. She came in as a new student on
the first day ready to make a difference. It did not take her classmates long
to realize they can trust and rely on
Shaylee and that is why they chose her
to represent our class on Student Council. She is eager to work to make our
school a better place. Shaylee is a great
example of a model student who portrays
all the pillars of character including
trustworthiness.
Mrs. Brooks

We would like to thank all
the families that attended
Parent Teacher
Conferences.
We had a 85% attendance
rate!

October 4th is
Ranch PINK OUT
Day in honor of
Breast Cancer
Awareness. Wear
Pink to show your
support.

You can follow us on Twitter:
@Ranchroadrunner if you don’t have a
Twitter account, but would like to receive
our updates via text message, follow
these easy steps:
 Type 40404 (as the recipient)
 Type “follow @Ranchroadrunner” (in
the message area)
 That’s it! You will now begin to receive
our Twitter updates, even without an
account
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October is one of our favorite
months in our class. There are so
many fun activities. We will be
learning about the color Orange and Triangles by
making funny looking pumpkin faces. We will also
learn about the letters ‘D’ and ‘P’. This month we
also learn about our community and
the people who help and serve us.
What fun ways to learn!

Thank you to all of you who attended parentteacher conferences! It was wonderful to meet
with all of you and discuss all of the wonderful
things that your student is doing in Kindergarten. Please continue to help your child practice
skills using the homework packets. Homework is
due on Friday. We are working on writing stories
through our pictures. When writing, help your
child focus on adding details to their drawings. They can also begin to label their writing
using beginning sounds. In Math, we are working
on counting and writing numbers. Please remember to send your child to school with
their folder and backpack every day.
Thank you for all of your support
with your child’s learning!

First grade is working on digraphs and blending.
We will start glued sounds during the 2nd quarter.
In Math we are being detectives by finding the
missing addend while solving equations and word
problems. Please remember to read with your child
for 20 minutes every night, review trick words,
and practice mixed Math addition/subtraction
equations/vertical form.

Wow! the 1st quarter flew
by! In the month
of October 3rd grade will be reading about Earth
and focusing on the central message or the main
idea by looking closely at the details used to
support them. In Fundations the students will be
focusing on suffixes, words ending with -ed, and
the 1-1-1 Spelling Rule (doubling a consonant
when adding a vowel suffix) while still learning
lowercase cursive letters. During math, we will
still be focusing on multiplication, and into how
it's related to division. Finally, in Social Studies
we will be continuing our lessons on state of Arizona. Happy Fall!

The EYC preschool classrooms
will be learning all about our
community and community helpers. We will be focusing on the color orange and the shape of a triangle. Our concepts are
long/short and our letters/sounds will be T and
D. Help us reinforce our theme and vocabulary at
home by reading books about the community. Make
sure you talk about all the places in our community
when you are out and about!

EYC

In the month of October, Kinder Prep
will be learning all
about” Life on the Farm”. The children
will be answering questions: “What is a
Farm?” “How do machines help farmers?” “Why do farmers have animals?”
“How does food get from the farm to
your plate?” Our concepts of the
month will be “in” and “out”, our color is
orange. The shape is a triangle and
letters are Ff, Gg, and Hh. Our numbers are 5 and 6, rhyming word families are “at” and “ink” and our math
concept is patterns. The author of the month is Norman
Bridwell, who writes the
Clifford series.

2nd graders are working hard in math learning
that odd numbers end in, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and even
numbers end in, 0, 2, 4, 6, 8. They are studying clocks to the five minutes and figuring out
am and pm. Greater than, less than, and equal
to play a big part in what they are learning, as
they compare 3-digit numbers. In ELA, the
students are reading about children in other
countries and comparing what they wear, eat,
and how they get to school. They are brushing
up on their grammar with mastering contractions that use “not” such as isn’t and can’t.
They will be identifying collective nouns such
as “group”, “herd”, and “array” and forming
plural nouns, like teeth, feet, children, and
mice. In Fundations, 2nd graders are busy
learning about “r” controlled vowels and the
rules that govern the “bonus” s, f, and letters. In Science, they are studying insects,
and in Social Studies, the students are learning about government offices.
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We are having a fantastic time in Fourth
Grade. We have been working on our Quarter 1 Galileo tests. In Math, we have been
working on multiple strategies for solving
multi-digit multiplication problems. Students are encouraged to practice their
math skills at home with their Prodigy assignments. In Language Arts, we have been
reading about “Becoming Researchers”. We
are learning about the early settlement of
Jamestown with a web quest activity in Social Studies. Please encourage your child to
complete their homework and
read each night so they can reach
their AR goals.

Fifth grade students are working hard to set
personal goals and track their progress this
year! Students have created individual data
notebooks that reflect our class vision statements, class codes, goals, and so much
more! Fifth graders will also delve into the Biz
Town curriculum to prepare for this year's field
trip in January! Students will learn about personal finance concepts and how businesses operate in the real world. They will also learn to
write checks, use debit cards, and balance their
checkbooks. Stay tuned for more details! Finally, October will also mark the start of a bullyingprevention program that 5th graders are looking
forward to participating in. Classes will occur
twice a month to support students in their social
-emotional growth here at school! As always,
thank you for all of your support from home!

TECHNOLOGY
Kinder will continue to practice logging in and
learning mouse and keyboard skills.
1st-2nd will learn the fundamentals of typing,
starting with the home row.
3rd-6th will disperse into typing teams and
begin the Annual Ranch Typing Competition.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
We have been having a lot of fun in PE. The
5th and 6th grade students have been working on their stick handling skills and playing
floor hockey. The 2nd-4th grade students
have been playing pillow polo. This game is a
lot like floor hockey except the sticks are
straight and made of foam and they play with
a pillow ball instead of a puck. The kindergarten and 1st grade students have been
working on their pillow polo skills. We are
working on stick handling skills and shooting
the ball at a net.

Friday, October 18th
5:30 - 7:30pm
There will be lots of games and
candy to win!
Wear your costume and bring your
candy bag!
More information on Page 7
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GENERAL MUSIC NEWS!!

Each grade level and class will be presenting a performance with music at our upcoming Veterans Day Celebration held on FRIDAY 11/8 at 1:30pm. We will be working hard for the next few
months preparing for this awesome experience where I know it will have a positive impact on our
students and community. You can join us that day as well. You can also invite any family member
who is a Veteran. We’d love to honor them!

Roadrunner Choir
Choir has started up after school every Monday from 3:00 - 4:00. Monday September 23rd is
the last day you can join so get those contracts turned in! Your child needs to ask their teacher
for a contract if they have not received one yet.
Ranch choir is for 4th - 6th grade. Choir will meet every Monday from 3:00 - 4:00. The choir
has been asked to sing at the school board meeting in November hosted by Ranch!!
My goal is to prepare the choir to sing one song at the Veterans Day Ceremony and one song for
the Talent Show. Their concert is scheduled for December 12th!

ORCHESTRA NEWS!

Students have been getting settled into their instruments, becoming familiar with
notes, note reading and working on tone. They are already excited about their performance in
December and we will be working extra hard getting ready. They have a practice sheet to fill in
how many minutes they have practiced for 5 days. Ask your child to play for you sometime! They
will be delighted! Please Remind your child to bring their instruments and music on their assigned
days. Violins come on M/W. Cello's and Viola's come on T/TH. I’ve had several students consistently forget to bring their instrument and this makes it harder on them. With your help we will
make it to our goal of remembering. Thanks!!
OUR PERFORMANCE IS Thursday, DECEMBER 12TH at 5:30 PM.

NATIONAL BRING YOUR PARENTS TO LUNCH DAY - Thursday, October 17th
We would like to invite all parents to come have lunch with their children. The cafeteria
will be serving Pasta with meat sauce and a breadstick or Chicken nuggets with a breadstick with your choice of assorted fruit & veggie bar and milk. The cost for an adult lunch
is $3.15 (cash only). If you would like water it is an additional .75.

Parents – would you like to send your
child a special message that will be
displayed on the lunchroom wall? If
so, please fill out the attached flyer
on page 8. Return flyer to front office
by October 16th.

Lunch Schedule:
1st Grade - 10:55
2nd Grade - 11:10
Kindergarten - 11:20
6th Grade - 11:40
3rd Grade - 11:50
4th Grade - 12:00
5th Grade - 12:10
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The following students were recognized on September 26th as Outstanding examples of
Students of Character demonstrating Responsibility. They had the opportunity to select a
friend and eat lunch on the stage.
Congratulations to:
Alondra Cisneros-Olvera
David Kale
Emma Pablo
Fernando Hernandez
Harlie Hernandez

Kaiden Hurley
Kali Bearup
Katelyn Boyer
Kaylee Hurley
Mariana Montano

Molly New
Nixen McNeil
Nova Yelenosky
Sophia Armijo
Stockton Reuther

Social Work Corner
Fifth and Sixth Grade Kindness Clubs will begin meeting every Tuesday during the specific
lunch times,
6 th grade at 11:35 and 5 th grade at 12:10 in Mrs. McRae’s room. The first week, each group
will be eating lunch and brainstorming projects we might focus on to encourage greater kindness on the Ranch Elementary Campus. Have your students grab their lunch and join us.
Fifth and Sixth grade Study Hall will be offered on Wednesdays during the grade levels
individual lunch times. Student may bring their lunch and uncompleted assignments to study
hall for a quiet, consistent place to catch up. Students, avoid the rush to get assignments
completed before the end of the quarter by coming to study hall.
JO Combs Partnership the JO Combs School District is partnering with the
Pinal County Health Department for a presentation of Second Steps Bully
Prevention Curriculum. A representative from the Health Department will
be in each classroom K-5 for a total of four weeks, presenting information
on what bullying is, why bullying might happen, and strategies to stop it.
Please ask your children what they learned about bully prevention.
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Deb Sensanbaugher
I would like to nominate Deb Sensanbaugher as Employee of the Month
for Certificated. Several weeks ago, I stepped into Ms. Deb Sensanbaugher’s room, late one afternoon.. The room was absolutely quiet,
except for some very soft Disney-themed orchestra music playing. The
students were reading in small groups or alone at their seat. There were
kids on the floor at the back or along the sides of the room, but everyone was focused and involved in their own learning. What caught my interest was knowing how many different personalities make up her classroom, and yet, she had them all engaged, following directions, and respectfully working, even at the end of the day. The example of her
classroom has stayed with me.
Laurie McRae

Deanna Belshe - Telleen
I would like to nominate Deanna Belshe-Telleen as employee of the month for
Support Staff. I would like to nominate an extraordinary IT person – Deanna
Belshe-Telleen, I cannot say enough about her. Deanna always has a smile on
her face and is one of the most reliable people in the district. If she says
she will get something done it gets done and fast! Deanna excels at every
aspect of her job! She provides top-notch customer service to everyone she
has contact with whether it be written, verbal or face to face. She is an asset to this district and I am honored to have her at our school. We all would
be lost at Ranch without her and I wanted her to know that her efforts do
not go unnoticed that we all sincerely appreciate your hard work.
Debbie Mertens
I would like to nominate Deanna Belshe-Telleen as employee of the month for Support Staff.
Deanna embodies all of the character pillars in everything she does. She provides excellent customer
service whether it's to a staff member or to a student. She is prompt and efficient in handling any
matter that arises. Deanna takes the time to show our staff how something works and how to use it
better. Diana is a true asset to Ranch Elementary school. I am honored to know Deanna and work with
her. She inspires me to continue learning and find alternative solutions to whatever problems may
come my way. Thank you Deanna for all that you do for Ranch staff and students.
Stacie Barreras
I would like to nominate Deanna Belshe-Telleen as employee of the month for Support Staff. Deanna
does an amazing job supporting teachers and staff with all of their tech issues. She is patient, kind
and generous with her time and knowledge. We are blessed to have her as our go-to tech expert!
Thank you Deanna!
Nimisha Tejani
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District Website, All Site websites and all Publications
Notice of Non-Discrimination
J.O. Combs Unified School District #44 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age or sexual orientation in admission and
access to its programs, services, activities, or in any aspect of their operations and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. J.O.
Combs Unified School District #44 also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment practices. The following employees have been designated to handle inquiries
regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Compliance Officer for Title IX , Athletic Director, 2505 E. Germann Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Compliance Officer for Section 504/ADA, Director of Student Services, 301 E. Combs Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-987-5300.
El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs #44 no discrimina en base a su raza, color, religión, origen nacional, sexo, discapacidad, edad, o la orientación sexual para la
admisión y su acceso a sus programas, servicios, actividades, o en cualquier aspecto de sus operaciones y proporciona un acceso igualitario a los Boys Scouts y otro
grupos de jóvenes designados. El Districto Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs tampoco discrimina en sus prácticas de empleo y contratación. Los siguientes empleados han
sido designados para manejar las preguntas en cuanto a las pólizas de no discriminación: Funcionario de Cumplimiento de Título IX, Director Atlético 2505 E. Germann
Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-882-3540 and Funcionario de Cumplimiento para la Sección 504/ADA, Director de Servicios Estudiantiles, 301 E. Combs Road,
San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or 480-987-5300.

