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Greetings,
Welcome to the very short month of December and the soon to be winter break December 20 th
to January 2nd. School will resume on January 3, 2019. The next three weeks are always interesting at school. Students are hyped up for the holidays and looking forward to the break. The
key to a relaxing and rewarding winter break is earning the time. I tell the students it will always
feel better if they have earned the time off instead of just getting it. Please encourage your student to finish strong these next few weeks. The second quarter will end on January 29 th. You can
expect progress reports home on Wednesday, December 19th.
Concerts: This is a great time of year for a little musical entertainment. Our bands, choirs, and
orchestras will be performing this month. We welcome everyone, even if you don’t have a student in one of these talented groups, to come join in the festivities.
Orchestra: Monday, December 10th in the main gym
5th /6th grades 6:30
7th /8th grades 7:30
Choir: Wednesday, December 12th @7:30
Band: Thursday, December 13th in the main gym @ 7:30
Math is Cool: It’s not too late to join the 6 th, 7th, or 8th grade Math is Cool teams. They are being
led by Mrs. Dempsey and students interested in joining a team need to see her in room 113. She
is available most mornings.
Spokane Valley Tech 9th Grade STEM Academy 2019-20: Spokane Valley Tech (SVT) is beginning their process of enrolling freshman for next year.
 Parent Informational Meeting: Wednesday, January 9th @ SVT from 6-7 PM.
th
 STEM Academy applications due Friday, January 25 by 3:30 PM.
There will be limited spots available. Remember, this is for attendance for 9 th grade at SVT for
the 2019-20 school year. On January 9th from 6-7pm, there will be a parent open house to visit
SVT, hear about the school and the programs, and an opportunity to clarify any questions you
might have about having your student attend SVT in the fall. Please visit their website for more
information and application spokanevalleytech.org. For more specific information about the
STEM Academy, contact Camille Nielsen, Stem Academy Principal at (509) 558-6507.

Science Olympiad: Science Olympiad has begun meeting and is led by Mr. Moore in room 117. There is still
plenty of time join.
Student of the Month Celebration: GMS will be recognizing our October and November Students of the Month
Friday, December 7th @ 7:30 AM in our commons. If your student has been recognized for Student of the Month
in one of these two months, congratulations and please plan on joining us.
Spirit Service Club: Our SSC group has been working on the giving tree. Thank you to all the families that participated by taking a gift ticket. Please purchase, wrap, and deliver the presents to school by December 7th. We
will be organizing the deliveries as soon as all the items have been brought to school.
College Bound Scholarship: The Washington College Bound Scholarship program is a commitment of college
scholarship funds to selected Washington middle school students. To be eligible, you must meet the family income standards, take a pledge to graduate from a Washington State high school with a 2.0 GPA or higher, and be
a good citizen. Family income for eligible students when they are a senior will be verified upon high school graduation. The process is quick and easy and can even be completed online at www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound The
deadline for this year’s seventh and eighth graders is June 30, 2019.
GMS has about 30% of our 7th and 8th grade student population that qualifies for this benefit. You can find the
registration form and qualifications for the program by going to www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebound. Please! Please!
Please! If your family qualifies for free or reduced lunch, take the time to fill this out. It must be done while your
students are in 7th or 8th grade. Our counselors, Mrs. McDonald (558-4867) or Ms. Ashlock (558-4867), can assist
you with this process.
Central Valley Schools Prepare for Winter Weather Reporting: With winter weather just around the corner,
Central Valley School District will continue to use the “Connect” emergency notification system to call, email,
and/or text school closure and delay information directly to parents and school staff. We will also continue to
use the automated notification system shared by area school districts to inform local media. A decision to close
or delay school due to winter weather will be made prior to 6 a.m. Even when school is running on time, buses
may be running late as they slow down to safely travel on winter roads. Some buses may follow “snow routes” in
the higher elevations of our district. Urgent information will be posted on our district’s home page
(www.cvsd.org) and Facebook page, as well as the Central Valley Snow Hotline at 558-5572. We appreciate your
patience and assistance in the event of adverse weather conditions. Your child’s safety is a top priority for our
schools and transportation department. Thank you!

Progress Reports: The second quarter progress reports will be coming home on December 19 th. The second
quarter will end on January 29th.
Have a wonderful holiday season and break,
Vern DiGiovanni
Principal

As we approach the Christmas break, we want to share our gratitude, for being able to work with such
great kids and families. Often, our job is to help kids “deal with” the stress, frustration and emotions that
prevent them from doing their best at school. Middle School is an emotional time and full of change.
“The road to change is slow and full of imperfection. Change takes time. Practice implies mistakes. Be tolerant and patient with yourself AND kids as change takes place” -Anonymous-

Help your child establish good habits by:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Checking PowerSchool
Assisting with organization of backpack and binder and
Have an established homework routine (location, set time, limited access to social media, etc.)
Talking to them (and teachers) about progress and concerns.

Being involved in the “school world” is one of the best ways to ensure student success.
One of the best gifts we can give children is time. Adults often underestimate the value of quality time
spent with a child. Uninterrupted time; no cell phone, no T.V. and no other kids competing for attention.
Try to spend at least 15 minutes of quality time with a child and know that your time is well spent!

Ms. Ashlock & Mrs. McDonald

PROGRESS REPORTS & REPORT CARDS
Parents: Please add the following dates to your calendars. Students will be given copies to bring
home and the information will also be available online.

Dec 19—2nd quarter Progress Report
Jan 29—END OF SECOND QUARTER
Feb 4—Report Cards to students
Feb 20-22—Teacher-Led Conferences
March 11—3rd quarter Progress Report
April 11—END OF THIRD QUARTER
April 17—Report Cards to students
May 20—4th quarter Progress Report
June 14—END OF FOURTH QUARTER/School Year

GMS Library December 2018

The Kindle Prize is Back!
We have the Kindle as our end of the year reading challenge prize. Every
time a student reads 5 books, his or her name is entered into a drawing to
win the Kindle at the end of the school year, as well as a chance to go to
the end of the year reading celebration author party. Keep reading!

Take a look at a few of our new library titles to check out!

Spaced Out
by
Stuart Gibbs
In 2041 twelve-yearold Dashiell Gibson is
a resident of Moon
Base Alpha, and at
the moment he is
faced with a number
of problems: coping
with the nasty Sjoberg
twins, finding out how
the commander of the
base has managed to
disappear from a facility no bigger than a
soccer field, and dealing with the alien Zan
who communicates

with him telepathically from afar--and
who is hiding a secret
which may threaten
the whole Earth.

Book 13 Diary of a
Wimpy Kid

When snow closes
Greg Heffley's middle school, he and
his best friend, Rowley Jefferson, face a
fight for survival as
warring gangs turn
the neighborhood
into a wintry battlefield.

Book 2 Archenemies

by Marissa Meyers
As Nova, Adrian,
and the rest of their
crew face escalating
crime in Gatlon City,
covert weapons and
conflicting missions
have Nova and Adrian questioning not
only their beliefs
about justice, but
also their feelings for
each other.

A graphic novel
adaptation of A
Wrinkle in Time in
which Meg, her
brother Charles,
and their friend
Calvin, embark on
a journey through
space and time,
assisted by three
otherworldly women, when they set
out to find Meg's
father, a physicist
who disappeared
while experimenting with time travel.

Our Students of the Month program enables the staff to recognize the
students that follow certain criteria. Each month we will have a different criteria that needs to be met. The criteria for November was
“ Citizenship/Leadership” .
All of the students that are selected are treated to a pizza/sundae party
at lunch time. There will be a Student of the Month breakfast for students, parents, and staff on December 7th at 7:30am.
Students selected for the month of November were:
6th Grade
Alexander House
Lydia Hatch
Kate Mulligan
Davian Calbert
Luke Fredekind
Nico Cisneros
Nolan Rabe
Emmie Van Lith
Jenna Montgomery
Aiden Kjos
Marco Lopez
Kayla Martin

7th Grade
Audrey Powell
Lily Martin
Duncan Vittetoe
Nathan Holmquist
Sam Koschalk
MacKenzee King

8th Grade
Kelsey McDevitt
Landon Coddington
Kya Knudsen
Noah Zimmerman
Tony Zheng
Julia Stewart

Sue Gairson
Student of the Month Coordinator

Our lost and found is
overflowing! We will be
bagging up our lost and
found after Christmas
and donating items to
charity.
Feel free to come in and
search if you are missing
items.
Please consider putting your
child’s name on clothing and
lunch boxes so we can return
items to them.

Spirit Service Club
Information for our December meeting:
December 6th
December 13th
January 10th
January 24th
Art room 121
2:45-4:00 -- Make sure you have a ride home.

Greenacres Giving Tree
Spirit Service Club was overwhelmed by the generosity of our school when it comes to families in need. Thank you
so much for all you do.
We want to remind you to have the gifts back to the office by December 7 th. They need to be wrapped with a gift
receipt inside in case the clothing isn’t a perfect fit for the child. You will attach the ornament to the front of the
present so that we know which family they will be given to. If you didn’t get to grab a tag, you can still donate gift
cards or money donation to the office. Whether large or small, thank you for any help you can provide to ensure
that these families have a happy holiday season. Please contact Miss Foster (nfoster@cvsd.org) with any questions.

Math is Cool
7th/8th Grade
Tuesday Mornings
7:00 to 7:50 AM
Starting on 11/27
6th Grade
Wednesdays After School
2:45 to 4:15 PM
Starting on 11/28
Room 113
Tournament on February 15th 2019

-December-

Dine out with GMS PTA! This month we’re at Panera Bread Thursday, Dec
13th from 4-8p. Money raised will help support our budgeted items like Math Is
Cool, Science Olympiad and our Dances. Bring the attached flyer or show an electronic version to the cashier
when you place your order so that GMS receives a portion of the proceeds from your purchase.
Hope to see you there!

11- PTA Board Mtg, 6pm
13- Dine Out with PTA @
Panera on Indiana, 4-8p

-January8-PTA Board Mtg, 6pm
10- Dine Out with PTA @
Panda Express on Broadway
4-9p

Join us Thursday, January 10th from 4-9pm at Panda Express on Broadway. Come see if your friends can eat with
chopsticks! Show the fundraiser flyer attached to this email
(paper or digital version) so GMS PTA will receive the
credit. You can also order online using 260718 in the promo
code box during checkout.
Thank you so much for helping out!

GMS PTA Board
President
Michelle Bartholomew
bruinptapresident@gmail.com
Vice-President
Aimee Fiala
Secretary
Michelle Acton-McArdle
Treasurer
Barb Hormel

Box Tops raised $262.80 for the last six months, so keep on clipping! Only Box
Tops that show an unexpired date can be submitted and the date must be on
them,. If you send in 50 your child will receive a coupon for a free slushie. We
are grateful for any quantities as each box top is worth 10c, this is a great easy
way to donate to the school. Thank You GMS parents!

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4
Math is Cool
7th/8th, 7am

9

10 Orchestra 11

PTA Mtg 6pm

Concert
5th-6th 6:30
7th-8th 7:30 Math is Cool

16

17

24

30

31

Math is Cool 6th
2:45-4:15

12

Choir Concert
7:30pm

7th/8th, 7am

Math is Cool 6th
2:45-4:15

18

19

Math is Cool
7th/8th, 7am

23

5

Progress
Reports
Home

25
26
Christmas
Day

6 SCC-2:45

7 Giving Tree

Science
Olympiad, 2:45

Gifts Due
Student
Of the Month
Breakfast
7:30

13SCC-2:45

14

15

21

22

Boys BBall Mtg,
8:50am

8

Band Concert
7:30pm
Science
Olympiad, 2:45

20

WINTER BREAK
27Dec. 2028through29Jan 2

January 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

7

8

9

PTA Mtg, 6pm

13

14

3

Fri

4

Sat

5

Boys BBall
Practice Begins

Winter Break
6

Thu

10 SCC-2:45 11
PTA Dine Out
@ Panda Express
4-9

Math is Cool
7th/8th, 7am

Math is Cool 6th
2:45-4:15

Science
Olympiad, 2:45

15

16

17

Math is Cool 6th
2:45-4:15

Science
Olympiad, 2:45

23

24

12

Band/Orchestra
Night, 6-10

18

19

25

26

Group Pictures
Math is Cool
7th/8th, 7am

20

21No

22

SCC-2:45

School
Martin
Luther King
Jr. Day

27

28

Math is Cool
7th/8th, 7am

Math is Cool 6th
2:45-4:15

29

30

2nd
Quarter
Ends

Science
Olympiad, 2:45

31

