On Board
Thank You, Coaches
I have known for a long time that we have an amazing faculty and
staff in our school system. I see it every day! I see it when teachers
go above and beyond to make sure their students are understanding
classroom concepts, when staff members work extra hours to ensure
that our facilities are safe and well-equipped, when our school nurses and counselors pass out hugs and high fives in the hallways, and
when I see after-hours games and performances by our students —
who are coached and guided through those events by our school system employees.
This truth was in evidence in a literally life-saving way this month
when our Thomson High School coaches needed to perform CPR on
a student who collapsed during football practice. I am so thankful
that our coaches knew what to do
and that they had the necessary
life-saving AED equipment on
hand!
Our student’s family reports that
he is doing well after spending a
couple of weeks in the hospital and undergoing surgery to repair the
problem this incident uncovered. Special thanks to Coach Tiernan,
Coach Whatley and Coach Williams for helping to bring a happy
ending to a story that might have ended in tragedy.

A Report of Board Action
In August the BOE:
 Accepted school safety grant funds for all schools and approved the development
of related budgets
 Approved fundraiser requests for DES, MES, NES and THS
 Rescinded policy IDCH: Dual Enrollment to align with updated state laws
 Approved revisions to policies DJE: Purchasing and GAN: Employee Tobacco
Use
 Agreed to continue the millage rate at 19.69 for maintenance and operations
 Approved the request of a DES teacher to conduct a research project
 Heard updates from all central office departments on ongoing projects
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Please note:
 Do you know about an
achievement we need
to highlight? Do you
have an event that you
want to be sure makes
it to the calendar
page? Let us know!
Email Julia Lambert
at the BOE and we
will include it in the
next issue if space permits.
 Don’t forget to submit
your classroom videos
to www.watchusmove.org
for a chance to have
your students showcased on our site.
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McDuffie on the Move
We are on the move this school year! We have been so excited to visit each school this month! On this
page, you can see some of the photos taken of awesome teaching and learning in action. Thank you to
each staff member who allowed us to showcase his/her work! We look forward to featuring more wonderful classrooms in coming editions. Remember to visit www.watchusmove.org to watch and share
your videos.
Eighth grade science students at TMMS learned how
to count atoms this month by using fruit loops to visualize and create molecules! Hands-on activities like
this help students develop a greater understanding of
concepts studied in class.

At TES, students in Mrs.
Leslie’s class analyzed items
provided by the school counselor, media specialist, nurse,
and assistant principal, using
circle maps and clues to determine the owners. They also
closely examined replica bones
of a saber-toothed tiger, megaraptor, T-Rex and a cow to
draw conclusions about each.
Science is so much FUN!

At DES this month, Mrs. Reeves’s 4th Grade
Social Studies class became primary source
detectives while learning about the events
leading to the American Revolution. Students
learned how Benjamin Franklin used his
newspaper and political cartoons to gain support for the colonists’ cause.
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State Superintendent Visits McDuffie
State School Superintendent Richard Woods and his wife
Lisha visited J. A. Maxwell Elementary this month to provide more than 1,000 books to students!
We enjoyed visiting with
Superintendent and Mrs.
Woods, a retired educator, as we talked about
reading in McDuffie
County.

Construction Program Donation
Thank you to Mark and JoAnn Herbert of Herbert
Homes for their generous $10,000 donation to the
Thomson High School construction program! These
funds will be used for supplies and training materials for the multiple pathways offered within this
career cluster. Trades are booming in Georgia, and
our robust CTAE programming includes workbased learning options as well as the opportunity
for students to meet industry credentialing through
End-of-Pathway exams.

Art Class Projects Teach More Than Drawing
During August in Mr. Kitchens’s art class at Norris Elementary School,
students were introduced to the artist of the month, Leonardo da Vinci.
Students learned interesting facts about this inventor, architect, scientist, and painter throughout the month. They then had the opportunity
to create their very own Mona Lisa painting.
This kind of cross-curriculum learning is a
linchpin of our fine arts programs. In music
and art classes, students learn more than the
mechanics of playing an instrument or drawing. They are learning history, humanities,
and practicing skills like reading, writing and
deductive reasoning.
We are glad to be able to provide McDuffie
County Students with opportunities to explore
the fine arts!
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Curriculum & Instruction Updates
New GaDOE Science Resources Shared
The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) has shared several instructional segments
(units) for science. A Google Drive folder was shared with school administrators, who can
make it accessible to teachers. In addition, these units are housed in the Teacher Resource
Link within the SLDS.
Potential Social Studies-Based STEM/STEAM Professional Learning Opportunity
CSRA RESA has “the opportunity to partner with Hickory Hill and the Georgia Historical Society to provide [a
series of] STEM/STEAM workshops for social studies teachers in our area. This is an exciting opportunity to
include social studies teachers in the STEM/STEAM process effectively. Teachers would participate in hands-on
explorations and lessons that align with social studies, science, and math standards. By the last session, participants would create their own STEM/STEAM exploration for social studies” (email, 8/5/19). If you would like to
pursue this opportunity, use this link to indicate your interest.
K-8 Computer Science Standards
The GaDOE is seeking feedback on proposed K-8 Computer Science standards. An
"implementation team will be contracted to create sample integrated units for these courses
which can be used by a lab instructor as well as a classroom teacher that wants to enhance
their existing lessons with Computational Thinking activities. For middle school, an introduction course was created to provide a broad, exploratory overview of the many paths to success
CS skills offer students. A secondary course was also created for schools and students that
wanted a second level before the existing pathway driven middle school CS courses" (SBOE
agenda item, 8/22/19). To review the standards and complete the survey, click here.
Georgia Standards of Excellence
The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) is soliciting stakeholder feedback regarding the Georgia Standards of Excellence. To provide your input, navigate to the ELA standards survey and/or the Math standards survey. The GaDOE will include multiple stakeholder groups throughout the revision process, including:
 Citizen Review Committee - Comprised of 20 individuals representing parents, business, taxpayers, etc.,
will begin work in October. The Governor and State Superintendent will each appoint 10 members. An independent facilitator will lead the group discussion and compile information.
 Teacher Review Committee - Content area teachers for each grade level and geographically representative of the state will begin work in November with most of the work being completed by end of January 2020.
Members will be equally appointed by the Governor, State Superintendent and State BOE.
 Academic Review Committee - Comprised of
representatives from higher education, SBOE,
Governor's office, business community, and key
stakeholder groups appointed by the Governor
and State Superintendent will begin work in
February 2020.
The graphic at right indicates the timeline for revisions, approval and implementation of the new
standards.
eSpark Learning is currently free for all Google Apps for Education users for one year. Sign up
for your free account today! eSpark differentiates reading and math (PK-8) with activities kids
enjoy. FYI...it also integrates with Google Classroom!
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Curriculum & Instruction Updates
High School College Readiness Composition Course
At its August meeting, the State Board of Education approved the posting of a new course, College Readiness
Composition. The course, designed for high school students who've struggled in prior English courses but who
plan to enroll in post-secondary study, will meet the high school fourth course graduation requirement. According to the SBOE agenda item (8/22/19), " Students will examine the central text for its argument structure and
will evaluate the sources and evidence used to support its argument. Students will learn to write in the genre of
rhetorical précis, which involves summarization and an understanding of tone, audience and author purpose.
Students will study content-rich vocabulary pulled from the central text and will learn important word learning
strategies. The conclusion of the unit will involve students in collecting evidence for a stance-based synthesis
essay on a topic/quote drawn from the central text, and using the central text, supplemental texts, and other
sources found through library research to support their synthesis writing." Stakeholders may review the standards and complete the survey here.
STEM Endorsement Interest Meeting
Augusta University will be at the central office on September 11 at 3:45 p.m. to meet
with teachers interested in obtaining a STEM endorsement on-site in McDuffie
County. The sequence would begin in January, continue through the summer, and
conclude in December 2020. It’s likely that the endorsement would be hybrid of face
-to-face meeting one night per week and alternating with online training sessions.
CSRA RESA Reading Endorsement

CSRA RESA Gifted Endorsement

CSRA RESA is offering a reading endorsement
comprised of three courses beginning September 18.

The three-course CSRA RESA gifted
endorsement begins on September 3.
Interested teachers should contact
their principals to obtain a copy of
the endorsement application and
guidelines.

If you are interested in enrolling, please
notify your principal for an application
and a copy of the endorsement guidelines.

Tech Tips for Teachers
We hope you enjoy this new feature, provided by THS Media Specialist Jennifer Newton. We hope to share tips,
tricks, and tools that will be useful to our faculty and staff!
According to Google updates released this month, several new fonts have been added for use in Google. One
font family in particular was added that research says will help improve reading. "These fonts take into account typographical factors, such as size and spacing, that the font developers hope will improve reading speed.
This can be particularly helpful for educators who want to leverage new tools that can improve reading among
their students.” In order to access these fonts and add them to your available fonts in Google:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Open a Google Doc, Slide, etc.
From the font menu, select More Fonts.
Search for Lexend in the search field.
Select each of the Lexend fonts and add them to your saved fonts. These will now appear in the “My fonts”
list and in the Font menu.

You can upload articles or other pieces of written work to your Google Drive and then convert the text to one of
these fonts to give or share with your students.
If you would like to read more about the research behind the development of these fonts, go to http://
www.lexend.com/.

Highlighting Achievement
Jennifer Newton, THS media specialist, has earned Google Certified Trainer status.
Tammy Story, Trina Howard, Khrista Henry, and Tan Dukes
attended Augusta University's Digital Storytelling Workshop this
month, where they learned how to use technology to create interdisciplinary units to support literacy across the curriculum.

McDuffie County School System
716 N. Lee Street
Thomson, GA 30824
Phone: 706-986-4000
Fax: 706-986-4001
www.mcduffie.k12.ga.us

The McDuffie County School System
is committed to academic excellence
with a focus on rigor, relevance and
relationships.

Here’s What’s
Coming Up!
September 2
Labor Day Holiday for Students & Staff
September 3
THS Softball v. Grovetown, 5:30 PM

Announcements
Attention Students in Grades 7-12: The Georgia Department of Education is seeking pupils for the State Superintendent's Student Advisory Council. Applications are due by August 31. For more information or to complete an application, click here!
McDuffie County Schools alumni, we're looking for YOU! Over the
next year, we'll be sharing some our graduates and their inspirational stories. If you know of an outstanding alumnus or alumna, please
contact us via Facebook, at 706-986-4000, or via our contact page on
the system website, www.mcduffie.k12.ga.us.

Literacy is so important to school
success! Check out our own Erik
Hardison on Instagram at
@mrerikreads for nightly book
readings for McDuffie County!

September 4
TES MEEC Field Trip
THS JV Softball vs. Lincoln, 4 PM
THS Softball vs. Lincoln, 5:30 PM

Teachers who use Google
Classroom, you may have noticed a new feature this week if
you are adding an assignment-Originality Reports! If you
check the box to allow this to
run, students can check their
work for plagiarism before
turning it in.

September 5
Mid-term for 1st Nine Weeks
TES MEEC Field Trip
TES 2nd Grade Eagle Game Party
THS 9th Grade Football @ Burke, 5 PM
THS JV Football vs. Jefferson Co., 5 PM
THS JV Softball @ Lakeside, 4 PM
THS Softball @ Lakeside, 5:30 PM
September 6
TES MEEC Field Trip
THS Football vs. Eagle’s Landing, 7:30 PM
September 9
GA Milestones EOC Mid-month Testing
Lead Teacher Meeting, 2 PM
MES & TES Book Fairs Begin
THS Band Booster Meeting, 7 PM
September 10
BOE Planning Session, 9 AM
PBIS Coaches Meeting, 2 PM
DES & MES Fall Pictures
MES PK Grandparent Lunch
NES 4th Grade Grandparent Lunch
TES MEEC Field Trip
THS Softball @ Baldwin, 5:30 PM

“Autumn is the mellower season,
and what we lose in flowers we
more than gain in fruits.”
Words of
Wisdom

Samuel Butler

English novelist, essayist, and critic (1835-1902)

