Hello, my name is Heather Arthur. This is my
eleventh year teaching but my first here at
Walker. I graduated from Eastern Michigan
University with my Bachelor’s degree in
Elementary Education and Grand Valley State
University with my Master’s degree in
Educational Leadership. First grade is my favorite
place to be!

This year my goal is for all my students to
leave first grade with a positive feeling
toward learning and to establish a
meaningful relationship at Walker.
I ask that you take the time to read
the Walker expectations that have
been emailed to you. (If you did not
get that email (or any emails) go by
the office when you leave to set
that up…very important…because
Walker Elementary is paperless and
communicates with our parents via
email.

Here are some of the important
Procedures/Reminders:
First bell rings at 8:05, and the tardy bell rings
at 8:15. If your child arrives after 8:15, they
will be directed to the office for a tardy slip.
If you drop your child off before 8:05,
he/she will wait in the Art room until the
teacher picks them up. (1st graders only).
Please help your child remember to bring all
materials to school each day. (Reading
folder, binders, etc.)
Your child will wear ID badges that will be
left at school.

Here are some of the important
Procedures/Reminders:
All doors to the school will stay locked except
for the front door. When visiting the school
you must show and leave your ID at the office.
BIRTHDAYS…”We do not allow birthday party
celebrations to be held at school. If a parent
chooses to send a snack to school to
acknowledge a birthday, the snack will be
served at the end of the day and can be
dropped off in the front office prior to 1:30. All
snacks or cupcakes MUST be store bought. We
have many students with food allergies and we
must provide a safe environment for all
students.”

Here are some of the important
Procedures/Reminders:
Be sure to label backpacks, lunch boxes, jackets with your
child’s name.

•
•

Eat a healthy breakfast every morning. Lunch is at 10:50.
•

Come to school ready to learn and work hard.

• I would love for students to bring
a snack if they get hungry. Please no chips, cookies, etc.
Water is always welcome!

Monday: Art
Tuesday: PE
Wednesday: PE
Thursday: Music
Friday: PE
Please make sure
your child has
tennis shoes on PE
days

• Our lunch is everyday
from 10:50-11:20. We have
recess immediately
following lunch.
• Our conference time is
everyday from 1:15-2:00.

Walker Elementary implements the Daily 5
approach for Reader’s Workshop.

It is a structure that will help students develop the
daily habits of reading, writing and working with
peers that will lead to a lifetime of
independent literacy.
• Read to Self
• Read to Someone
• Listen to Reading
• Work on Words
• Work on Writing
While students are participating in Daily 5, I am
meeting with small instructional reading groups.

Students will be issued a teal reading folder that will
be used for sending home leveled reading books.
Please make sure that you read the book in the book
bag each night and sign the reading log.
A charge of $3.00 will be required for replacement folders. A
charge of $8.00 will be required to replace guided reading
books.
The first few weeks of school your child will be
given the DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment)
that will determine his/her reading level. Once I have
finished all the testing, I will then group the students
into flexible guided reading groups. Depending on your
child’s reading level will determine how many nights
the book bag will go home.

So What Exactly is Writer’s
Workshop?
For some, Writer’s Workshop is a philosophy, but I like to look at it simply as a way of
managing the class. Each Writer’s Workshop period follows the same basic format:

What is Writer’s Workshop?
•

•
•

Mini-Lesson (5-15 minutes). A short lesson focused on
a single topic that students need help with. You
don’t need to give a mini-lesson each day; 2-3 times a
week is usually just fine.
Writing Time (20-45 minutes or more!). They write. You
can write and/or conference with individual
students or small groups.
Sharing (5-15 minutes). Writers read what they have
written and seek feedback from their audience.
You can share your writing, too.

First grade will be using Math Workshop as
well. Students will be expected to rotate to
daily centers:
M –Math Facts
A – At Your Seat
T – Teacher Lesson
H – Hands On
Just some of the areas assessed are:
Working with numbers 0-120, addition and subtraction using 2digit numbers, fact families, probability, time to the half hour and
one-hour, patterns, attributes of 2 and 3 D figures, graphing,
measurement, value of collection of coins, problem solving, etc.

Science is fun and exciting and
hands on!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Records observations
Properties of matter
Force/Motion
Weather
Moon & Stars
Seasons
Water Cycle
Natural Resources
Living and Non-living
Plant characteristics
Animal characteristics, life cycles, and
environments

Social Studies will be
integrated with Shared Reading as much
as possible so that we have more time
learning about:
• Landmarks and celebrations
• Timelines for events in the past and
present
• Historical people
• Maps and globes
• Different communities
• Producers and consumers / Goods and
Services
• Roles of local and state government
• Characteristics of good citizenship

We study a different spelling pattern each week
along with sight words for our word wall. Each Friday
your child will be tested over the spelling pattern that
they have practiced that week. (This doesn’t always
include the words from the spelling list.) They will also
be given dictation sentences that contain word wall
words, spelling words, and other words that go with the
spelling pattern.

Homework will be given on Mondays, but will
not be due until Friday. There will be Spelling
Homework and math practice. It is up to you
what nights you choose to complete the
homework. We ask that you staple all the pages
together so they don’t get lost and this makes it
easier on turning it in.
In addition to the above homework,
students will need to read 20 minutes
each night or read their Guided
Reading book.
Students who didn’t complete Friday’s
homework will be given the opportunity
to redo it during recess/ lunch/ tutoring
block.

