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Wood no longer a polling place
The change was
caused by
insurance costs.
By Quinn L anham
The Viking Voice
This election year will be different
at Archbishop Wood High School.
Voters in Warminster's District 17
will no longer be using the school to
cast their ballots. They now will use
the Warminster Free Library on
Emma Lane.
The change was caused by the
decision of the Bucks County Board
of Commissioners not to pay the
insurance fee requested by Wood to
be an election site.

In addition, the board turned down
the fee requests of St. Jude's Parish
Elementary School, St. Robert
Bellarmine Church, St. Cyril of
Jerusalem Church and St. Ann's
Church.
"The major issue was cost," Bucks
County Commissioner Robert Harvie
told The Viking Voice, when asked
why the commissioners refused to
pay the fees requested by the schools
and parishes.
According to Mr. Harvie, the state
requires counties to pay a $75 fee to
all polling places. However, the fees
requested by the Wood and the
Catholic facilities were higher
following a slip-and-fall at one of the
voting places.
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia

required Wood and the other Catholic
facilities serving as polling sites to
carry additional insurance. That
additional cost was passed on to the
counties.
"Bucks County understands the
archdiocese's concerns but does not
want to get into the business of using
tax dollars for extra fees," Mr. Harvie
said.
Archbishop Wood President Mr.
Gary Zimmaro said he understood
the county's position, but is
disappointed that Wood is no longer
a polling site.
?I thought it was a good community
service-type thing for the students of
the school to see.? Mr. Zimmaro said.
He said it was the reason he agreed
years ago to allow Wood to be a

voting site.
Archbishop Wood Principal Mrs.
Mary Harkins said that she is glad
that Wood will not be used as an
election venue because she thought
that using the school created some
security concerns.
Those concerns she said were
echoed teachers and other staff
members.
Mrs. Harkins added that she
?never wanted any political
arguments in the school.?
When asked about security
concerns, Mr. Zimmaro said that as
long as the school has been a polling
site, there have been no incidents.
The 2020 Pennsylvania
Democratic primary will take place
on Tuesday, April 28.

Philadelphia gets
a new archbishop
By Ben L illy
The Viking Voice
On Feb. 20, Archbishop
Nelson Perez became the
new leader of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia,
replacing Archbishop
Charles Chaput, who retired.
Father Paul O'Donnell,
campus ministry director at
Archbishop Wood High
School attended the
installation ceremony.
Father O'Donnell said
that Archbishop Chaput said
he was excited to see what
his successor will bring to
the Church in Philadelphia.
Archbishop Chaput said he
was optimistic because of
the energy of Archbishop
Perez.
Father O'Donnell agrees
that the new archbishop is a
"high-energy" person, and
added that he was impressed
with the new archbishop's
kindness and joy.
Father also mentioned that
at the ceremony, Archbishop
Perez thanked a tremendous
number of people by name,
demonstrating how grateful
he is to both God and others
for this new chapter in his
life.
Father O'Donnell's
favorite quote from the
address of new archbishop
was the following:
?Hope is to be confident
in the promises God has
made, the reason for our

Archbishop Nelson Perez

confidence is God's
faithfulness.?
Father O'Donnell said
there were a number of
Philadelphia-area dignitaries
present at the installation
ceremony, including
Philadelphia Police
Commissioner Danielle
Outlaw, who took over the
police department Feb. 10.
The two new leaders
hugged at the ceremony.
Archbishop Perez
message was one of hope,
said Father O'Donnell.
?God gave life to a Church
founded on the fact that
someone died and rose from
the dead,? the archbishop
said.
He added that if he can
believe in someone rising
from the dead, it makes it
much easier to believe that
everything will turn out well
if he rests himself in God's
plan.
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Mrs. Mary Harkins was joined by her family and friends at the school ceremony
marking her 50 years of service to Philadelphia Catholic schools.
(Staff Photo by Izzy Larsen)

M r s. Har kins r etir ing
Education has
been her life.
By Natalie Rockenbach
The Viking Voice
Archbishop Wood High
School Principal Mr. Mary
Harkins said that when she
was a little girl, one of her
favorite things to do was
?play school."
In February, Mrs. Harkins
celebrated 50 years as a
Catholic educator, and at a
ceremony recognizing her
service to a school system
that has been part of her life
since first grade, Mrs.
Harkins announced her
retirement. In attendance
were members of her family.
Mrs. Harkins said she

always enjoyed the teachers
she had in grade school and
at Little Flower High
School. At a young age, she
valued the importance of an
education. That love for
education was nurtured in as
a student Little Flower High
School and later at
Immaculata College.
Mrs. Harkins began her
career teacher at Bishop
Conwell High School for
Girls in 1970, where she
taught history. She remained
at Conwell, which in 1993
became Conwell-Egan, until
1999.
In 1999, Mrs. Harkins
became principal at Cardinal
Dougherty High School.
In 2005, she became
principal of Archbishop
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Wood.
At Dougherty, Mrs.
Harkins said she enjoyed
planning events with the
students.
When asked what were
some of her favorite events
at Wood, Mrs. Harkins
mentioned Mr. Viking,
Viking Night and Viking
Thon.
?Faithfulness Merits the
Crown? has become a
mantra for Mrs. Harkins.
She loves when the students
say the words.
When Harkins retires, she
plans on staying involved in
education, possibly
supervising student teachers.
She also plans to spend
time with her four
grandchildren and travel.
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Opinion: STEM progr am
essential to a good school

SATs should be optional

By Colin Hope
The Viking Voice

By K ir a Raison
The Viking Voice

In today?s world, education in the fields of science,
technology, engineering and math, also known as STEM, is
an essential part of the education environment. However,
many schools have lackluster programs and don?t focus on
the essential reasons why engineering courses are
important.
These fields are key to the future of our society, and, as
such, should be made to be an integral part of a student?s
education, especially during high school.
And the benefits don?t just go to those students who
want to work in the field of engineering and technology.
STEM courses help teach students important life skills for
the future careers, such as project management, leadership,
and collaboration.
Thus, through STEM engineering and technology
courses, students can not only learn about science and
mathematics, but also skills essential to the of the work
place.
By implementing this classes in high schools, students
will get a jump start on the path to career success, all the
while learning about the importance of technology in our
rapidly advancing society.

As the years go by, more
and more advancements in
education have been made.
That being said, colleges
around the country have
continued to
rely on the
outdated form
of
standardized
testing as a
factor for
admittance.
This should not be the case,
and colleges nation-wide
should make the SAT
optional.
I believe the SAT is an
inaccurate measure of a
student?s ability.
According to a College
Board report, the average
SAT score in 2019 was 1060.
This number, however, is

considered to be on the lower
end of the spectrum
compared to the average
score needed to be admitted
to many of the top
universities across the
country.
The SAT is biased towards
more privileged students.
Those students who are able
to afford a tutor or prep
classes were often among
those with the highest scores.
In a study entitled Race,
Poverty and SAT Scores,
researchers proved that
wealthy students score higher
on the SAT compared to their
poorer peers. The study found
that the highest scores came
from students whose families
made over $200,000 a year,
and the lowest scores were
from students whose families
made less than $20,000 a
year.
Various colleges across the

country have made
submission of SAT scores
optional. Instead, students are
encouraged to present
something else to represent
them.
Students can take a test
on an individual subject, or
write an additional essay to
send.
Some top colleges who
have embraced optional score
submission include: Wake
Forest University, New York
University, University of
Chicago, and Arizona State
University.
In this modern age,
students should not be
defined by a score on a test.
By making the SAT optional,
an added amount of pressure
can be lifted off of the
shoulders of many, allowing
students to express
themselves in other ways for
college admittance.

Wood Pro-L ife Club in Washington, D.C.

Opinion: Pollution should
be the concer n of all of us

Members of
the Pro Life
Club
attended
the March
for Life in
Washington,
D.C. Jan. 24.

By M or gan M elish
The Viking Voice
As the human race, we all make up about 7.7 billion
people. Not as separate countries. Not as different races,
states, or continents. Those billions of us call Earth our
home, but, unfortunately, we are not taking care of our
home.
We often seem to be pre-programmed with an ?out of
sight, out of mind? preset in our way of thinking. You
might even say that we?ve come to ignore the trash
underneath our own feet because it isn?t directly in front of
our faces.
Thus, we don?t pay attention to climate crises halfway
around the world. Why would we?
The air has been so polluted in China that its citizens
have to wear masks outside. But that?s their problem
right? We live in America, where the skies are so clear in
some areas, you?d wonder if you'll ever see a more
beautiful shade of blue.
The automatic response is usually, ?At least that?s not
us? and ?We would never let it come to that.''
But what happens if and when it does?
We shouldn?t ignore the pollution in other areas of the
world because it?s not just ?their problem.? It?s not just
their world that is being polluted and destroyed. It?s yours
and mine too. It?s your children?s and your grandchildren?s
world.
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Wood Roar s For The Cur e To Cancer
By: L eah L ink
The Viking Voice
Viking Thon, the
Archbishop Wood event that
raises money to fight
pediatric cancer and help
Catholic Charities, was held
on March 6.
Students at the Thon were
on their feet for six hours,
dancing, having fun, while
raising money for a great
cause.
Emily Branchide is one
of the leaders of this year's
event.
?The purpose of Viking
Thon is to raise proceeds
and awareness for those
affected by cancer, as well
as support the Catholic
Charities Appeal," Emily
said. "However, I feel that it
is much more than that. It?s
about coming together as a
school community to raise
awareness for something
that so many lives have been
affected by.?

Viking Thon committee members proudly display the
total amount raised. (Staff Photo by Leah Link)

While Viking Thon may
be an extremely fun thing to
go to, it is an important
school event that brings the
Archbishop Wood
community together to rally
around a cause that is near
and dear to the hearts of
many students. According to
Ms. Tara Murphy, the
faculty coordinator of the
event, the money raised for
the event will be donated to
various cancer research
hospitals and organizations,

including Four Diamonds,
Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia, as wells as
special needs education in
the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia and Give Kids
The World.
This year?s Viking Thon
theme was Safari, replete
with jungle decorations.
Wood students ?roared
for the cure? and raised over
$21,000 for pediatric cancer
research; all while having a
good time.
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An inter view with a pr incess
Wh o k n ew
Cin der ella lik ed
Th e Walk in g
Dead?
By Joe Gr ucella
The Viking Voice
Working for this paper
has had many perks,
however there may not have
been one quite as interesting
as this.
I was given the chance to
sit down with an actual
princess named Katie
Gibson, or should I say

Cinderella. Excited with this
opportunity, I prepared some
questions to conduct an
interview with her so we
could better get to know this
member of royalty.
When I asked what it is
like living in a castle,
Princess Katie said "It?s
definitely interesting!"
"The place is wonderful,
but I do get lost from time to
time,? she said with a
chuckle.
I asked her about the
food. She thought about it
before answering.
"The food there is
absolutely sublime!," she

M ar ch 27-29
Fr iday an d Sat u r day
at 7:30 p.m .
Su n day at 2 p.m .

gushed. "Every day I just
can?t wait for when we get
called for dinner because I
just know it?s just going to
be fantastic!?
Does Cinderella believe in
love at first sight? She didn't
hesitate to answer.
?Absolutely I do!" she
said. "Love is a magical
thing that can take over your
life ; it?s just magical isn?t

it??
When asked what her
favorite TV show is she
squirmed a bit in her gown
before answering.
?That?s a hard one, but I?d
have to say 'The Walking
Dead,"she said.
When asked about this
year's presidential election,
Cinderella said there was
only one candidate who
could win her vote.
"Prince Charming, of
course," she said.
Cinderella, alias Katie
Gibson, said she was excited
to be performing later this
month at Archbishop Wood.

Four Wood senior s ar e M ar ine r ecr uits
By I zzy L ar sen
The Viking Voice
Often times, people see
college as the only option, but
for four seniors at Archbishop
Wood, there was another road.
Zac Boyk, Jimmy Murphy,
Joe LoPiccolo, and Justin
Colluro have all enlisted into
the Marines.
When asked why they made
this decision, the answer was
consistent. They said college
just wasn?t the right fit, and
the benefits in being a Marine
were just too great to pass up.
The process they have to go
through is lengthy and
tedious.
First, they have to pass an

initial drug test.They also have
to spend some time at the
Military Entrance Processing
Station (MEPS) in
Warminster. There, they
receive a physical examination
and take a standardized test.
Next is an overnight stay at
a hotel. They have to be up so
early, that they need to remain
close to where they are
reporting. The recruits must
keep a balanced diet,
monitoring things such as
their sugar intake and blood
pressure.
Now that they have passed
their examinations, they have
a few more months of
preparation leading up to

graduation.
Every Tuesday, there is a
meeting and workout at the
local Bucks County office.
Likewise, once a month, the
same thing happens with all

local offices meeting together.
Graduation comes, and
they?re off. The boys will
report to a three-month boot
camp in Parris Island, South
Carolina. Once they graduate
boot camp, there is no backing
out. A brief visit home for 10
days leads them straight into a
six-week combat training
camp.
Although they will be away
from home a lot, the benefits
are very worth it.
Justin will be going into
avionic mechanics, Joe will be
entering electronic
maintenance, and both Jimmy
and Zac will be in the
infantry.

The new age of theme parks
immersion. Guests are
transported into their
favorite story. They become
part of the narrative. This
total immersion is the future
of the theme park industry.
Disney has broken away
from the formulaic approach
of building one stand-alone
ride with little connection to
anything around it, and built
a fully immersive land that
spans 14 acres.

By M ikey DeAngelis
The Viking Voice
Immersion. That?s the
newly found key to a
thrilling guest experience in
a theme park. The
amusement and
entertainment industry
leaders, Disney and
Universal, have taken recent
notice of the guest?s longing
for immersion, the feeling of
being transported into
another world.
In the past decade,
Universal opened up a new
Harry Potter Land, and
Disney opened their new
land, ?Pandora: The World
of Avatar.?
However, in 2019, Disney
opened their most ambitious
theme park project ever: Star
Wars: Galaxy?s Edge.
Star Wars is one of the
most successful movie
franchises of all time,
grossing over $10 billion
over its 12 films thus far. But
beyond the financial success,
the movies are a fan favorite.
Many children grew up
wanting to be a jedi, have a
lightsaber, and fly Han
Solo?s famous ship, the

The Marketplace at Star Wars: Galaxy's Edge in Disney's
Hollywood Studios. (Staff Photo by Mikey DeAngelis)

Millennium Falcon. The
Walt Disney Company saw
these dreams and wanted to
make it a reality for the
young, and the young at
heart. In their new land, Star
Wars: Galaxy?s Edge,
Disney takes these dreams
and turns them into a reality.
Disney?s newest land is
found in both Florida, at
Disney?s Hollywood Studios
Park, and in California, at
Disneyland Park. Disney has
created several unique
attractions in which fans can
live out their Star Wars
dreams. Guests can pilot the

Millennium Falcon through
a space battle in the new
attraction, ?Millennium
Falcon: Smuggler?s Run,? or
build their own custom
lightsaber at Savi?s
Workshop. But don?t f launt
your new lightsaber around
too much, as First Order
Stormtroopers are roaming
the land, looking for those
sympathetic to the rebellion.
Don?t know what I am
talking about? That?s
because I am practically
describing a Star Wars film.
This is what Disney wants
the guests to feel. This is

The future of theme parks
lives in Galaxy?s Edge.
Immersion. That?s what the
guests want, and that?s what
this land is giving them.
This new mindset of
immersion, combined with
the ever growing library of
technology available for
theme parks to utilize,
makes for a very bright
future in the theme park
industry, not only for the
Walt Disney Company, or
Universal, but for the fans.
The guests of these theme
parks are entering a new age
in which they become a part
of the story, and if Galaxy?s
Edge is any indication, it?s
only getting better from
here.

Tr ue or
scr ipted
love?
By: L eah L ink
The Viking Voice
ABC?s franchise "The
Bachelor" brings one man
and thirty girls in hope that
the
Bachelor
will find
love. Sean
Lowe, the
Bachelor on
season 17,
wrote a
book called
For the Right Reasons that
details how much 'Bachelor'
producers inf luence the
affairs for dramatic effect
and viewers? entertainment.
I don't believe that the
producer?s decisions have
an impact on relationships,
but adds effect for
entertainment.
I am aware that certain
aspects are added for the
show, but this does not take
away from the
entertainment it provides.
For example, a rose
ceremony is when the
Bachelor chooses which
girls he wants to continue
exploring relationships
with. When a rose
ceremony takes place, the
Bachelor calls the girl?s
name and asks, "Will you
accept this rose?? When
there is uncertainty on
whether a girl will get a
rose based on their status
with the Bachelor, they are
usually the last to receive a
rose to add anticipation.
Sean Lowe confirmed that
the producers tell the
Bachelor what order to
hand out the roses.
According to Sean
Lowe, the Bachelor must
also tell producers when
they are ready to say things
to the contestants such as ?I
love you,? so the producers
can tell him when during a
date he should say it. I
would argue that this does
not take anything away from
the relationship being
formed because the
Bachelor decides when he
is ready to say it, and is just
told by the producers when
during their date to express
it.
Many people would
argue that the show does
not produce real
relationships, as the
producers have say on
choices that are made for
the viewers?entertainment.
However, I have seen
chemistry between people
when watching the show.
The producers' choices do
not affect the relationships,
but instead adds effects that
make watching the show
more enjoyable.
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Wood n ow u p w i t h t h e bi g boy s
Wood football moved
up to division 6A.

Search begins for
new football coach.

By Dan Jeffer ys, Billy Str aface,
Kevin Wilkinson
The Viking Voice

Archbishop Wood football is not
only moving up to big 6A division,
it is also looking for a new football
coach.
Coach Kyle Adkins is leaving
Wood to take a coaching position at
Ursinus University, where former
Wood head coach Steve Devlin is
on the staff.
A Wood graduate, Coach
Adkins became head coach two
seasons ago and was immediately
successful. He led his team to the
semifinals his first season and
finished his second season with a
5A state championship title.
He told the players that it was the
hardest decision in his life to leave
Wood.
Coach Adkins played football at
Ursinus.

Championships mean success and
progress, and , at times, change.
Because of two new transfers
Wood has received, as well as their
recent success in their own division
and against bigger schools, tWood ise
being moved from the 5A division to
6A.
This means they will be playing
schools such as St. Joe?s Prep and
LaSalle in the state playoffs. Points
are given out by the PIAA to
successful teams, and Wood has
accumulated a number of ?success
points,? necessitating the move up.
Wood's enrollment is smaller
than the schools with whom they will
be competing in state playoffs.

Wood players celebrate in the end zone after the game-winning
touchdown in PIAA 5A champion game last December. (File photo)

The average 6A teams has over 60
players on their squads . Wood has
only 39.
Principal Mrs. Mary Harkins
objected to the reclassification when
she addressed the PIAA committee.
Mrs. Harkins said Wood's size is
closer to the smaller 3A division.
She said the school had
voluntarily moved up to 5A, but she

is concerned about the 6A move.
"PIAA classifications are to
provide students with safe and
healthy competition," Mrs. Harkins
told the committee. "Competing
against schools whose enrollments
are 3 to 6 times ours places our
football players in serious jeopardy
of injury."

Wood baseball t eam has high expect at ions
By Quinten Pomr ink
and Rob M eyer
The Viking Voice
The 2020 season for the
Viking?s baseball team should be an
exciting one. The young, talented
squad has a chance at going far this
year. The team?s goal is to win the
Philadelphia Catholic League and
continue on into the state playoffs.
The pitching staff is the strength
of the time.

The varsity is filled with young
players, including two freshmen,
Joey Gale and Dariel Tiburcio.with
little varsity experience.
There are six seniors on the
squad.
Some key players contributing
this year are Ryan Albin, Luke
Cantwell, Michael Trommer, Aiden
Myers, Sean Slowinski, Ryan
DiVergilis, Ryan Morgan, and Alex
Neeld.

The team will face tough
match-ups against traditional rivals
Father Judge and and Roman
Catholic.
The pitching staff is led by senior
Dave Linsalata, who will pitching
for Kutztown University next season.
Dave said he has enjoyed playing
baseball for Wood and has benefited
from transferring from William
Tennent High School.
?After my tenth grade season at

Tennent I knew that I needed to
better myself by going to a school
with great competition and with
better kids who would push me to
my potential," Dave said. "I believe
Archbishop Wood has helped me so
much on my journey to become a
collegiate athlete and I am very
happy I transferred.?
Dave said the the team really has
a lot of chemistry and the players
show up to practice to work hard.

Spor ts Br iefs
Win t er Season
All - Cat h olics
Girls Basketball

Bitsy Hetzel, Megan Muhlig

Bowling
1st team: Tommy Hill,
Maggie Mohan

1st Team: Ryanne Allen,
Kaitlyn Orihel
3rd Team: Lindsay Tretter,
Izzy Larsen

2nd Team: Jimmy Casper,
Maureen Sweeney

Boys Basketball

1st Team: Jessica Firriolo

L eague M VP: Rahsool Diggins
1st Team: Rahsool Diggins,
Jaylen Stinson
2nd Team - Daeshon Shepherd,
Marcus Randolph

Wood gr ads
m ak in g n ew s

Tr ack and Field
1st team: Joe Grucella, Jackson Kiss,
Brian Woodring, Gary Martin,
Levi Meyer, Julia Newlin
2nd team: Gary Martin
3rd team: Ryan Halloran,
David Pitrowski, Shannon Kelly

Wr estling
1st team: Charley Mininger
2nd team: Tom Johnston
Honor able M ention - Tony
Pescatore

Swimming
1st team: Teresa Fernandes,
Tess Johnston, Bridget Hayes,
Nora Hetzel, Deirdre Harney,

Cheerleading

Raheem Blackshear
tr ansfer s to Vir ginia Tech
After three seasons at Rutgers, two
as a big-time contributor in the
Scarlet
Knights
rushing
game, and
one as a
red-shirt
junior to
conserve a year of NCAA eligibility,
Raheem Blackshear has transferred to
ACC powerhouse, Virginia Tech.
Blackshear will be joining former
Wood football alum, Nasir Peoples at
Tech.

Anthony Russo emer ging
as NFL prospect at QB
Archbishop Wood?s all-time
leading passer Anthony Russo is
making a case for
the NFL with an
incredible season
at Temple.
The redshirt junior
passed the ball for
2,861 yards 21
passing
touchdowns and
two rushing touchdowns. He started
his junior season against Bucknell,
throwing for 400 yards and is the
first Temple QB to throw the ball
400-plus yards twice.

M ark Webb making plays
for powerhouse Bulldogs
The former Viking and 4-star
recruit Mark
?Gator? Webb
has been a big
factor for the
University of
Georgia
secondary.
He was fifth
on his team for
tackles with 46
and also had four QB pressures and
three pass breakups. Webb was able

to bring home some hardware as he
was the co-winner of the Charley
Ttippi Award for his versatility.
While at Wood he was able to win
two State Championships.

Kyle Pitts named
to 1st Team All-SEC
Former Viking and current Florida
Gator Kyle Pitts has really lit up the
field this season.
He had 54 receptions for 649 yards
and five touchdowns at tight-end.
The true sophomore also gained
some
recognition
for his
efforts.
He was
named First
Team
All-SEC and was one of the finalists
for the John Mackey award, which is
the award for best tight-end in college
football.
Pitts really had an impressive first
year as a starter after being the
backup tight end last year. Pitts
contributed heavily on offense, and
helped the Gator?s reach an
impressive 11-2 record.

...
Sports Briefs are compiled by Rob Meyer
and Quinten Pomrink

