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CNR’s Mathematics Day Adds
Up for SCA Students

A

Patrice Athanasidy

select number of St. Catharine
Academy students participated in
the Sonia Kovalevsky High School
Mathematics Day at the College of New Rochelle
this past October. The 40 students from St. Catharine’s, the Academy of Mount St. Ursula and the
Bronx Academy of Health Careers were immersed
in math and science topics at a new level.
Gabriela Cassaneto, a mathematics teacher at
St. Catharine’s, said, “It proved to be a wonderful experience and certainly beyond the classroom
exposure in math and science topics in cryptography, blood spatter analysis, chemistry and graph
theory….They also had the opportunity to use the
new TI-nspire calculators to play a game answering questions on variety of math/science topics.”
The day concluded with a panel discussion by
three women about their careers in mathematics.
They told the young women about their experiences in mechanical engineering, research in
analytical chemistry and work in the engineering
department at Con Edison. The youngest panelist,
Jennifer Fields, is a senior at Hofstra University.
She is earning a degree in mechanical engineering,
but has already worked as a junior designer in
Con Edison’s gas engineering department for
six years.
Mrs. Cassaneto and Carmela Melucci-Ivanov, also a
mathematics teacher at St.
Catharine’s, participated
in the day as well. They
attended a workshop
presented by the math
department chair Dr.

TK

Above: Kneeling: Raquel Johnson ’15. Front row: Sophomores Karen Thorsen, Kiana Chen, Gabriela Cassaneto, SCA math teacher, Tiffany Pena, Giselle Pineda, Celene Balaguer, Yolanda Pinckney
and Indya Lowery. Back row: Carmela Melucci-Ivanov, Dean of Academic Services, Rabeea Rafiq
’15, Allison Griffith ’15, Ashley Bennett ’14 and Akimie Williams ’15.

Michelle Merriweather, associate professor of mathematics at the College of New Rochelle, and explored the functions of the new TI-nspire
calculator.

❛❛

The girls gain a great deal from these experiences.
We are so grateful to alumnae like Dr. Iervolino for
providing these unique opportunities.

❜❜

— Carmela Melucci-Ivanov

St. Catharine’s was invited to participate thanks to the sponsorship of
alumna, Constance Ward Iervolino, PhD, ’58, a professor at CNR. Mrs.
Cassaneto said, “The College of New Rochelle was very welcoming to us
and extended themselves to our girls for a future school visit.”

Sonia Kovalevsky Day was created to honor Russia’s most well-known
mathematician from the late 19th century. The Association for Women in
Mathematics sponsors workshops around the nation to encourage young
women to explore careers in the field of mathematics. The College of
New Rochelle has participated in the Day for six years. v

Art Exhibition Honors SCA Student Inside!

Message from

the President

Education and
Aspiration Matter
Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62

E

very once in awhile
there comes along
the suggestion of a
good book to read. So it was
with me when I was given
the New York Times bestseller, The Other Wes Moore,
One Name, Two Fates. It’s the
story of two boys who share
the same name. Born blocks
apart in similar Baltimore
neighborhoods within a
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year of each other, the story
chronicles their difficult
childhoods and early adolescent experiences. One went
on to be a Rhodes Scholar;
the other is serving a life
prison term as a convicted
murderer.
The reader is left with the
question that the author
explicitly avoids answering
in the book: What was the
difference between the two
Wes Moore’s? For myself,
I’ve come to the conclusion
that ultimately it boiled
down to education, personal
responsibility, and aspiration. Both boys squandered
opportunities, but one Wes
Moore’s mother was determined that her son would get
the best education possible
and she did everything in
her power to make that happen. When he messed up, she
held him accountable. The
other Wes Moore’s mom was
ambivalent about education
and its value, and lacked a
long-term vision for life in
general. Whether subtle or
explicit, each boy “got” his
mother’s “message”.
Our Message
On a cold winter night last
February our SCA admin-

istration held a meeting for
parents and students (freshmen through juniors) whose
academic record showed
ability to take Advanced
Placement courses. We know
that colleges look carefully at
the degree of course difficulty on a high school transcript
and taking these courses
influences college admission.
Evening parent meetings
usually are not heavily attended but this particular
night turned out to be something very different. More
than 300 people packed into
SCA. For us, the meeting
was about educational opportunity and creating a longterm view. And the parents
and students were ready to
listen to that message.
The meeting was actually a
starting point. The ambivalence that plagued the second
Wes Moore and his family
reveals itself at SCA as well.
In the face of difficulty or
struggle with a course, it can
be a temptation for students
and parents to lessen expectations for what it means to
live up to one’s ability. Dropping a course becomes an
easy solution.
On this night we attempted
to widen horizons. We announced the revamping of
our academic scholarship
program which would give
broader access across the
grades to academic grants if
certain requirements were
met. We also announced
that we were instituting our

own AP Summer Institute to
prepare students for the Advanced Placement courses.
Parents overwhelmingly supported this direction, and we
are encouraged by the results.
All 20 students who took the
AP Summer Institute remain
enrolled in their AP classes
and all 25 students who were
named Trustee Scholars have
stayed with the program.
Expanding Horizons
The Rhodes Scholar Wes
Moore notes that when we’re
young, the decisions we
make are based on a limited
world and follow the only
models available. In his
case he was being pushed
by wonderful role models
and mentors who encouraged him to see and aspire to
more than what was directly
in front of him. I like to
think we do that for today’s
Catharinite. Recently, Connie Ward Iervolino ’58 and
Paula Hacker Schrynmakers
’81 facilitated enrichment opportunities that opened doors
in math, science, and the arts
(See pages 1 and 4), exposing
them to new possibilities.
Renee Gaillard ’10 (see p.
6) never considered Boston
University, but a trip to
BU representing SCA at
an Amnesty International
conference made her think
differently.
Every once in awhile there
comes along the suggestion
of a good book to read, one
that makes you think in new
ways. May I suggest this
book to you? v

SCA
ANNIVERSARY

Quas q u i c e nten nial Cel eb r ation
The year 2014 is just around the corner now, a milestone for St. Catharine Academy—125 years of educating young
women in the Mercy tradition.
Events are beginning to take shape. A gala dinner is planned in New York for April 2015 where we will honor SCA
alumnae with Woman of Distinction Awards. We also want to build on this celebration with regional celebrations.
We have identified the DC area and Florida as regions where many alumnae live. Local planning is crucial to success.
Please let us know if you wish to be part of a planning group.
Below is a partial list of Quasquicentennial activities, events and dates. Every event requires a committee. We need
your involvement. Please contact Angela Cabassa, Director of Alumnae Relations, acabassa@scahs.org.

IMPORTANT DATES:

September 13, 2014

Opening Liturgy at SCA, 4 pm followed by reception.

November 29, 2014

5K Turkey Trot, Bronx. Chair: Barbara Schmidt ’76

April 2015

Gala Celebration, New York area.
Chair of dinner: Elisa Verna Liotti ’57.

April 2015

Woman of Distinction Awards.
Nominating Committee Chair: Susan King Farrell ’72.

September 13, 2015

Closing Liturgy at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 2pm.

Steering Committee (as of January 2013)
This committee is still seeking members, and especially needs representatives
from the 1980’s and 1990’s.

Lucia DiJusto ‘59

Hilda Macejka ‘53

Elisa Verna Liotti ‘57

Susan King Farrell ‘72

Angela Cabassa, Director of
Alumnae Relations

Emilie Cozzi ‘57

Linda Vallati McCauley ‘72

Sr. Rhea Bean, RSM

Constance Ward Iervolino ‘58

Shanai Burgess Jensen ‘01

Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ‘62
Sr. Ann Veronica Bivona, RSM
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Trustee Scholars Visit Museum
Twenty-five Trustee Scholars were treated to a behind-the
scenes view of the Museum of Natural History thanks to
Paula Hacker Schrynemakers, ’ 81, a rare book conservator
at the Museum. Students were invited to Paula’s lab where
she combined her keen knowledge of art, history, and science
in the preservation of rare books. Paula also
Paula Hacker Schrynemakers
made possible a visit to
’81 holding a rare book in the
museum’s collection.
the Planetarium to
see “Journey to the Stars”. Trustee Scholars must
maintain a 94% weighted grade point average at the
end of the academic year, take specific honors and
advanced placement courses, participate in service
and enrichment opportunities, and meet behavioral
standards. v
(L to r) Juniors Candace Medina,
Desirae Pena and Fatima Kamara
perform at the annual Christmas
Concert.

Marinele Vucinaj ’12 with her
award winning Mix Media Collage.

Alumnae G
6 a.m. in the Principal’s office.
Sr. Helen Scannell (Sr. Timothy)
visits Sr. Ann’s beloved dog, Lily.

C’62 Cheers on SCA Varsity

(L to r) Barbara Bauman Russell ’63,
Sr. Patricia Wolf, President, and
Brenda Lilienthal Welburn ’67.

On Novembe
the DC area w
Brenda Lilien
Patricia Wolf
to thank them
in their suppo
forward to th
committee wi
planning a DC

Nine members of the Class of 1962 returned to
cheer on the SCA Varsity basketball team before
gathering for lunch at nearby Pasta Pasta. The
team presented them with SCA tee-shirts. v
1962 alum attend a home basketball game at SCA. (L to r) Lucille
Viggiano DiRuocco, Adeline Bevilacqua Dahlstrom, Ann Sgrignoli
Gerbeth, Allana Maikish Nappi, Mary Coletti, Dorothea Bersani,
Louise Biancardi Villani, Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM, President, and
Maureen Heveran Garvey.

4 Pathways • January 2013

CA

UND

JV Volleyball and
Varsity Soccer have
winning seasons

SCA Senior Wins Art Excellence Award
Marinele Vucinaj, SCA senior, was honored with
an Award of Excellence for her entry in the StArt
2013 Regional High School Art Exhibition at Osilas
Gallery at Concordia College. Thirty private and
public high schools from the Bronx, Westchester,
Fairfield, and Rockland counties participated. The
exhibition showcased works of art by 90 talented
high school students. Vucinaj’s work was a mixed
media collage. Other SCA artists participating are
seniors Jennifer Batista (small scratchboard) and
Lisanna De Sieno (acrylic and oil). The three artists
study AP Studio Art 2D under the direction of St.
Catharine Academy art teacher, Deborah Ross. v

Gather in Virginia

er 18th, 13 alumnae from
were welcomed to tea by
nthal Welburn ’ 67. Sr.
f joined the gathering
m and encourage them
ort of SCA. Looking
he 125th anniversary, a
ill be formed to begin
DC event. v

JV Volleyball Team.

St. Catharine Academy JV
volleyball and Varsity soccer
teams had a strong fall
season. The JV volleyball
team placed third overall in
the CHSAA Division I with
a season that saw many close
match victories and a trip
SCA Varsity Soccer Team.
to the playoffs. Under first
year coach, Tracy Keelin, and veteran coach Alessandra Rosso, the team
finished tied for second in the league with Preston High School. Their
overall record was 8-6.
The SCA Varsity soccer team won the Division B championship, going
undefeated under coach Marvin Vasquez and assistant coach Santos. v

Sports

SCA Cheerleaders Win Bid to Nationals

The SCA Varsity and JV
cheerleaders will defend their
national ranking at the Universal
Cheerleading Associations’ (UCA)
national competition in Orlando,
Florida, February 9-10, 2013.
Both teams put in outstanding
performances at the qualifying
regional competition at Hofstra
University on December 8th. The
SCA Varsity is ranked 6th in the
country in the medium varsity
division. The JV team is ranked
10th in the small varsity division.
The SCA Varsity finished a strong second to Hauppague, losing by one-half point. The JV team placed
first in the small junior varsity division thereby winning an automatic bid to Nationals.
Coach Nicole Pennacchia Sallustio, said, “This is the 10th consecutive year the Varsity will head to
Nationals. We have put together our most difficult program yet.” v
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An Interview
with Renee Gaillard ’10
Patrice Athanasidy

R

enee Gaillard, a 2010
alumna of St. Catharine’s,
credits SCA for laying the
groundwork for her college
selection of Boston University. “I think
it was more of a subliminal setup,” she
said, explaining how she traveled to BU
for an Amnesty International program.
“That one little thing introduced me
to Boston University,” she said, “I fell in
love.” Renee is so in love she spent the
summer on campus as a student manager doing promotional work.
A graduate of Holy Rosary elementary in the Bronx, Renee loves Boston, but
hopes to return to New York after she
graduates. Calling Boston a great college
town, she is a member of the Harriet E.
Richards Cooperative House (HER),
which provides off-campus housing.
HER students work together as a community, taking turns doing chores.
Renee is majoring in computer science and also active in clubs on campus,
including the Black Student Union. She
says they do a great deal of good work
around Boston .
As a student at St. Catharine’s, Renee
was very active with Amnesty International. She said she is very glad to see that
the group has grown and progressed.
Renee believes Amnesty helped her
look at human rights differently, especially when she learned about the Troy
Davis case.
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“Something about knowing that a
man was sitting on death row in Atlanta
since before I was born for something
he may not have done just really opened
my eyes about justice and human
rights,” she said.
“After that, I started committing my
time and thoughts to the injustices of
the death penalty and even wrote two
papers, one in high school and one in
college, about the death penalty. Amnesty International really opened my
eyes to the fact that there are people all
across the globe suffering from various
injustices and it is our job to speak up
for those who cannot.”

“Starting early gives you time to really
fall in love with your future school,” she
said. “Yes, you may instantly want to be
at a school after your first tour visit because the campus was beautiful and they
served you cookies. However, choosing
your school is more than just the campus
and its cookies. By the time you send in
your application, you should be able to
give a tour guide spiel to your family and
friends on why you want to go there.”

Also, while at St. Catharine’s, Renee
was a member of the tennis club for all
four years.

Renee said sophomore year is not too
early. “The earlier you start, the more
you’ll get to learn about the school, ask
questions if you’re ever stuck on an application, prepare for the SAT or ACT,
and you might even learn of opportunities or scholarships only available to
early birds!”

Looking ahead, Renee is considering
a semester abroad and hoping for an
internship next summer in her field of
computer science.

Renee concluded by encouraging students to find a balance between the classroom and clubs, saying colleges look for
both. “Get involved with things you love.”

Looking back, she reminisces about
her time at St. Catharine’s as a wonderful chance to be with her friends. She
recalled the community atmosphere at
SCA and quipped about having teachers
with a sense of humor.

Please remember
St. Catharine
Academy
in your will.

Renee has a piece of advice for the
current SCA students. “Start early on
everything. Talk with your teachers.
The earlier you start the better you can
prepare,” she said.

Our legal title is
St. Catharine Academy,
2250 Williamsbridge Road,
Bronx, New York

10469

Class
N
ot e s
NOTES
1956 Agnes Bedell Cotter and husband,
Thomas, live in Ellicott City, MD. They
have five children and eleven grandchildren.
1962 Ann Sgrignoli Gerbeth writes,
“Many thanks to all who worked so hard to
make the class of ’62 enjoy a very memorable 50th reunion on April 29, 2012.” Ann
resides in Mahopac, NY.

1963 Geraldine Higgins Morrison is
presently retired. She worked as a clinical trials research nurse specialist at the
National Cancer Institute in Bethesda, MD.
She graduated from American University,
Washington, DC with a BSN. Geraldine
is married and has two married daughters
and four grandchildren.

1964 Virginia Otis of Darien, CT sang
with Andrea Bocelli at the Barclays Center
in Brooklyn, NY in December. She also
says she is, “marching ever so slowly toward
retirement.”
1965 Donna Donofrio Constanza and
husband, Jerry, have two beautiful granddaughters, Emily and Olivia that are their
joy. The Constanzas’ reside in Scarsdale, NY.
Donna works in Elmsford, NY as a customer
service manager for an international manufacturing and distribution company of rehab
exercise and physical therapy equipment.
Judith Palmer Purcell is a career advisor
for the Department of Commerce, assisting
the unemployed. Judi is currently in Kansas
City, MO and writes, “My heart is always
happy when I think of SCA. Just can’t
believe it was so many years ago. Wish we
weren’t so far away and could get back for
some of the activities.”

1968 Patricia Bertucci Iannucci is
married and has three children: Mary
Elizabeth, 32, Katie, 30 and David, 28. She
and her husband live in Ashburn, VA. For
the past eighteen years Patricia has worked
for the Pulte Group as a manager of office
administration, providing administrative
support for the President, the office, including human resources duties, and travel,
meeting and event planning.

1970 Christine Culhane Lichte and

2001 Dina Sallustio

husband, Art, celebrated their 42nd wedding
anniversary this year. They currently reside
in Lutz, FL.

Perrone was married to
Mike Perrone in October
2011. They met while
attending Iona College,
and the couple resides in
Bronx, NY.

1971 Donna Di Paolo-Gambino lives on
Long Island and is a special education administrator/teacher in the Montauk Public School
for the last 32 years. She has 3 adult children,
the last just off to college in 2012. Donna
sends the following message, “I would love to
hear from anyone from the Bronx.”
Susan Marrone Moerder has been appointed the Lead Instructor for UCSD’s (University of California at San Diego) Academic
Connections Global Environmental Leadership and Sustainability Program. She will lead
student trips to Biosphere 2, Los Alamos and
Hawaii. Susan resides in Poway, CA.

1974 Joyce Ann Sinno Daino of
Tuxedo Park, NY is married to husband,
Anthony, for 17 years and they are the
proud parents of twins. Joyce received her
doctorate from St. John’s University and
is now employed as a director of regional
affairs at Novartis Pharmaceuticals.

1981 Rita Arrigoni Flory is a vice
president, Group Healthcare consulting at
Cammack Lahrette. Her daughter
Stephanie, 25, is a speech therapist and
her son Marc, 21, is graduating Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute as a dual engineer/
economics major. Rita lives in Pelham, NY
with her husband of 26 years, Philippe.

1995 Dominique Butler Chatters is
married and has two children, Justice, age
2, and Jordyn, age 1. She graduated from
Morgan State University in 1999 and joined
the Army after graduation. Dominique is
currently a Major, serving as a doctrine developer at Fort Lee, VA. The family makes
their home in Colonial Heights, VA.

1998 Tara Guerriero is a fund manager
at AREA Property Partners. Her mother,
Laura, was recently named publisher of
The Bronx Times Reporter having worked
there for 25 years.

Dina Sallustio ‘01
and Mike Perrone.

2010 Lauren Paylor is currently a nursing major at Catholic University of America, Washington, DC. She misses everyone
at SCA and says “hello” to everyone.

2011 Krystal Brijlall is currently attending Long Island University, Pre-pharmacy
major.

2012 Requel Rosario, Bronx, NY, was
a finalist in the Rockettes Summer Intensive Program. The program is a weeklong
program, running June 24 – August 3, 2012.
Dancers accepted into the program rehearse
daily from 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM with group
education seminars in the evenings.

p

IN MEMORIAM
Barbara O’Connor McEntee ’77
May 21, 2012

Sr. Della Mae Quinn, RSM ’43
November 12, 2012
Michael Nappi
November 23, 2012
Son of Allana Maikish Nappi ‘62

Sr. Mary Margaret Fitzgerald, RSM
December 24, 2012
(SCA teacher 1958 - 1963)

p
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B Save the Date!
Attention Classes of

1938, 1943, 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963,1968,
1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, and 2003!
We will be holding a joint reunion on Sunday,
April 28, 2013 in the school gymnasium. If
you are interested in attending or being part of
a committee to help plan the reunion, please
contact Cathy Bostley at 718-882-2882, ext.
153 or cbostley@scahs.org. Invitations detailing specific information on the reunion will be
mailed in February 2013.
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