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Dean’s Corner
by Ms Skvarek

Student Interview
by Nayeli Ayala

From the Counselors
by Ms Benson

On Tuesday October 16th, 2018, I
interviewed Beverly Nguyen. She was excited when I
told her that she was going to get interviewed. When I
started to ask questions she was looking so determined
and ready to start.
My first questions I asked were ¨What subject
has a teacher made easier for you in your school career?
How did they help you? If not how could they have
helped you?¨ She said her history class because when
everybody is fooling around Mrs. Almendarez tries to
help her and other students that need help. The
second question I asked Beverly was, ¨Is there a teacher
that stands out to you more than the others? Explain
why?¨ Her answer was Mrs. Almendarez because she is
very helpful, nice, and gives positive feedback.

Hands-Off Policy:
Students are not allowed to have Public
Display of Affection (PDA). Students may not kiss,
hold hands, hug, or put arm across each other's
shoulder. This is in conjunction with the Hands-Off
Policy. Students are not allowed to “play around” or
“mess around.” The hands-off policy includes the
following actions, but is not limited to: slapping,
slap-boxing, punching, pushing, shoving, hair-pulling,
pinching, striking, tugging.
Tardies:
Classes are scheduled at specific times and it is
expected that students will be punctual. Students are
considered tardy if they are not in their assigned
classrooms at the time that class is scheduled to begin.
A student is considered absent if he or she is not in the
classroom after 30 minutes of class time has elapsed.
Students with multiple tardies will face progressive
discipline.

Teacher Interview

The Duane D. Keller Counseling Department
is continuing to work closely with administration to
identify and schedule students in remedial classes
designed to help improve SBAC scores. In addition,
we are also continuing to level classes. The patience of
the parents, students, and staff is greatly appreciated.

My last and final questions were if you could
Magnet schools visited our campus on
change anything at Keller Middle School, what would
Tuesday,
October 16, 2018.
Their program
it be and why? Her answer was ¨It would be that the
th
cafeteria aides work faster and be more productive to introduced 8 grade students to the varying programs
offered in the magnet programs. Be sure to ask your
get everyone their order correct.
students about the presentation.
Field trip packets were sent home with 8th
grade students Monday, October 15, 2018, for the
annual field trip to East Career and Technical
Academy. ECTA is providing only 2 busses; therefore
only 120 students were invited. The field trip is
scheduled for November 28, 2018; however, the
packets must be returned completed, with parent
signatures, no later than November 1, 2018, to Ms.
Benson’s office in room 800. If a packet is not
received by Ms. Benson by that date then the student
will not be included on the field trip.

Mr. Jones is an 8th grade Algebra and Fundamentals teacher and is learning the ropes of teaching, for
this is his first year of teaching at Keller MS and teaching in general. The interview was after school on
Wednesday, October 17th, 2018.

by Zoe Reyes

My first question was pretty basic. I asked, “Do you enjoy teaching at Keller MS? Why or Why not?” He
enjoys it because he feels like he can connect with his students better since he’s not that much older than them. A
lot of his siblings are around their age so he understands what they’re going through on a personal level. He cares
for his students and wants them to learn everything they can while still having fun. What he got from teaching is
not what he expected. He thought his students were going to be like the ones he grew up with when he was in
middle school and high school.
Teaching was not Mr. Jones’ first career choice. He explained to me that he actually wanted to a be a
lawyer. Everything he did throughout High School and College was to geared towards law school. He didn’t
decide to become a teacher until maybe February of this year. He learned that he had a high interest for
education and became a teacher because he wanted to see how the policies in our country really affect teachers
and students. He doesn’t plan to go anywhere higher than a teacher in education. Being a lawyer is still his dream.
Once he’s satisfied with his teaching career, he wants to go to law school and continue his dream of being a
lawyer.

Quarter 1 Recap
by Paeja Salgado

There have been so many events in Quarter 1. There were events such as the “Open House Carnival”,
where instead of it just being your typical open house, it was transformed into a carnival. Students had the
opportunity to win prizes at carnival games while their parents met with their teachers. Another fun school event
was the ¨Week of Respect¨. For this event, teachers and students both had the chance to show their school spirit
by dressing up according to what was going on that day. In addition to the events that happened in Quarter 1,
Keller had its first pep rally. During the pep rally, there was a lot of games and competition between students and
teachers as a way to hype everybody up for the new school year. Overall, Quarter 1 had a lot of fun events for
both students and teachers.
Despite the fact that there were many events, there were also many changes and new things in Quarter 1.
One change in particular, was the removal of the school's dress code. While students still have to adhere to
CCSD Dress Code Standards, we no longer have to wear uniforms. Besides the fact that there were changes,
there were also new things. One of those things is the C.A.R.E cards. These cards help ensure that students are
doing their best and being respectful to their peers, adults, and their community. Each time a student does
something good, such as picking up trash, that student will get their C.A.R.E card marked by a teacher or an
adult. Students will get rewarded every now and then based on how many marks their C.A.R.E cards get. To
sum everything up, changes in Quarter 1 include the past dress code being removed, and there now being
C.A.R.E cards to reward a students behavior.

Girls’ Soccer
by Daniela Paisano

The girls on the KMS soccer team work together and try their best to win against the other schools’ teams.
Mrs. O’Reilly is the girls’ soccer team coach and the team tries their hardest to get ready for the next game. Mrs.
O’Reilly is very supportive to her team and does her best to give the players some confidence in themselves before
the game begins. When people see the girls playing out in the field they see a lot of girls working together and
trying their hardest to win the game. When the girls got into the soccer team they started small and they started
building up to get better. All the girls from the soccer team have soccer games coming up so we should support
them and give them confidence in themselves for them to win.

Boys’ Flag Football
by Erwin Trejo

School Organization Team
by Mr Harlan

Girls’ Flag Football
by Edgar Monarrez

The 2018-19 School Organizational Team for Keller
Middle School began their term on Wednesday, 17
October 2018. The members of the School
Organizational Team meet monthly to discuss and
provide guidance as a part of the decision making
process regarding major decisions at the school,
including budget and other concerns. The members of
the 2018-19 School Organizational team are:
Dr. Walter Hanna - Teacher
Mr. Zachary Harlan - Teacher
Ms. Erin Littlefield - Support Staff
Mr. Brian Heglund - Parent
This year, Keller Middle School has a boys’ flag Ms. Cassie Linsey - Parent
football team. Throughout the first four games, the Ms. Taunisha Long - Parent
Jayhawk boys are strong, with a record of three wins Mrs. Debbie Brockett - Principal
and one loss. In their last game, they outscored the
opposing team 38-7, making it a strong win. Although The team will meet on the second Wednesday of each
they do have a good record, the team needs to practice
month at 3:30pm in the Keller Middle School Library.
more according to the coaches. One of the coaches, Mr.
Meetings are open to the public.
Lynch, said, “The quarterback needs to get better at
seeing the field and recognizing receivers.” They are
also getting better at defense, and they are still learning
and practicing offensive and defensive plays.

The Keller Middle School girls’ flag football team
has an overall record of 2-1. The team's last loss was
12-20. The girls’ flag football team has been getting
better at catching the football. Overall, the team is
getting better at all aspects of the game, and is learning
many different routes to run during plays. The group
is learning offensive and defensive plays. According to
Mr. Lynch, the quarterbacks need to work on being
able to see the whole field and also recognizing where
wide receivers are on the field. Mr. Lynch is confident
that the girls’ flag football team will do well this whole
season.
.
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