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February ~ Principal Report
Curriculum/Programs/Facilities

Community Relations:
● Grand Friends Day was held on 2/21 and was a HUGE success.
● Book Fair is in full swing in the library hosted by the HSA.
● ALICE training will commence in collaboration with Lavallette and the BHPD.
Curriculum:

We have begun to integrate RocketMath into 3rd and 4th grade curriculum. Rocket Math has
students practice basic math facts including multiplication and division using an online platform.
We are hoping to increase students' basic math fluency.
Technology (Point Pleasant Boro):
● New website is up and running!
● Ozobots/Robotics were started in the AAE classes.
● Technology team responds swiftly to any ‘trouble tickets’, and is visible and available daily at
BHS.
Data and State Reporting (Trainor):
● Statement of Assurance Para SOA (Use of Para Staff)
●

Performance Reports Submission (NJSmart)

●

SSDS Submission - Student Safety Data System

Sports:
Girl’s Softball practice will begin shortly, and games start in early April. Any boys who wish to play
baseball will be invited to join Antrim.
Buildings/Grounds (Bish):
● Our department is continuously working hard to keep the building and grounds safe, clean and
tidy.
●

The grounds are closed for the winter and have been winterized.

●

The gym is being used for basketball and outside groups.

●

We have assisted the Faculty, Home and School and The Foundation with various activities
throughout the building and at offsite locations.

●

We continue to assist administration and architect with roof replacement project.

●

We continue to work on code compliance and general and preventive maintenance.

●

We continue to strive to help support the demands needed for School and extracurricular
activities.

●

As always, our goal is to provide both the staff and students a safe and vibrant environment to
work and learn at the Bay Head School.

Policy:
● Nothing at this time
Personel:
● Nothing at this time

Safety (Officer Justin McLaughlin):
Fire/Emergency Drills: Safety Team meeting next Wednesday 3/6.
Lockdown initiated by BHPD- February 13, 2019
Fire: February 4, 2019
Evacuation: N/A
ALICE training will be implemented by the BHPD, and the SRO will be trained in this technique. ALL
teachers and staff will be trained along with the students.

Day to Day Happenings at BHS
Kindergarten (Wisliceny):
February may be the shortest month of the year, but Kindergarten certainly knows how to pack a
whole lot in!
In Reader's and Writer's workshop we wrapped up our units on Retelling Stories, Details and
Main Ideas and moved onto learning how to make text-to-text connections when reading. We've
also begun our unit on Persuasive & Opinion Writing and we continue to add to our Writing
Journals daily.
We completed our unit on Jobs in Social Studies and we can't wait to start learning about animals
and plants in science! One of our parents even gave us a plant in a clear bowl so we can
investigate root systems! The students loved the day we took a virtual trip to a pencil museum
where we learned all about pencils, their parts, and how they're made. Did you know pencils can
write underwater?
We continue to welcome a guest reader weekly. We celebrated our 100th day of school,
Valentine's Day and GrandFriends Day!

First Grade (Lewis):
First grade continues to educationally move forward in great ways! We celebrated the hundredth
day of school with cool activities. We also conducted some experiments in science, learning
about bioluminescence, chemical changes, and how planes fly (we made our own airplanes!).
Enjoyed spending time with our grandparents and friends at our first ever Grandfriends Day, kids
loved it!
We're sharpening our reading and writing skills by supporting what we read and write with
details. And working hard in math.

Second Grade (Califano):
It's hard to believe that we are halfway through the school year. We have done so much this past
month! After learning all about text features while reading nonfiction texts, we performed "text
feature surgery". The kids dressed up like surgeons and looked for text features in magazines
that would solve problems their patients were dealing with. It was a hands-on activity that was
enjoyed by all! Next, the students had to research their favorite animal and do a report about the
animal. We put the reports on our hallway bulletin board to share with the other classes. To
celebrate Black History month, we read about a few influential African Americans. Then, they
each picked an important African American and completed a report on that person. We paired
up with the 5th graders to do the research and the end results were terrific. We have truly
enjoyed our nonfiction units in both Readers' and Writers' workshop.
Mr. Camardo came to our classroom this month to read I'm Not Just a Scribble. The book
inspires creativity and encourages being unique. The class loves when he comes to read and we
look forward to his next visit. We spent the 100th day of school dressed up as if we were 100
years old. Kindergarten, first, and second graders joined together to do activities based around
the number 100. The 100th day of school will always be one of my favorite celebrations of the
year! The talent show was a big success. There were 20 student acts and the final act was
performed by BHS staff members. Mrs. Galarza and I had a lot of fun putting the show together
and we are already talking about next year's show!

Mr. Camardo does a Read Aloud
Third Grade (Kiss):
In 3rd grade we are finishing our Unit on Ancient Civilizations in Social Studies. We've enjoyed
learning how things of today are connected to things from so long ago. We will continue to
explore plant and animal traits and life cycles in Science, while exploring space and furthering
our nonfiction reading and essay writing during Readers/Writers Workshop.
3rd & 4th Graders enjoyed joining together for their own 100th Day celebration! They cycled
through 6 stations that used their math, reading, researching, building (100 legos and a STEM

activity) and teamwork skills. They were excited to hear they would be celebrating the 100th
day and the 3rd graders can't wait to do it again next year!
3rd grade also enjoyed spending their morning with their Grand-Friends last week. They
couldn't wait to share many things with them during their visit to our classroom!

Fourth Grade (O’Connor):
Fourth grade just finished their Science unit on the structures and functions of plants. Students
participated in hands on activities dissecting Lily flowers and identifying the different male and
female parts of the flower. Students also observed pinecones and discussed the different ways of
reproduction with plants that do not have flowers. In math, students have been learning about
fractions. We started out with equivalent fractions and have moved on to adding and subtracting
fractions with like denominators.
In Readers Workshop, we have moved into historical fiction. We are reading the novel;
“Number the Stars” and the students absolutely love it. It takes place in Denmark during World
War II. The students are very interested in the time period and are enjoying the book
tremendously.
Saturday Sports
Our winter Saturday Sports season was a success as the kids had fun while learning the important
fundamentals of the game of basketball. Sign-ups for the spring sessions have gone out and will
begin at the end of April.
Rutgers Game
The boys and girls basketball teams along with additional students from grades 5-8
traveled to Rutgers on February 16th to watch the Rutgers boys basketball team face 17 ranked
Iowa. It was an exciting game that came down to the last shot where Iowa made a basket at the
buzzer to win. The students had an amazing time.

Fifth Grade (Monticello):
Fifth grade recently finished the novel "Blood on the River: Jamestown 1607" by Elisa Carbone
and absolutely loved it. Upon completion of the novel, the students each created an iMovie
trailer about the book, and they came up with some really creative and exciting finished products
that they shared in class. Our current novel, Hidden Figures, has the girls completely hooked!
Not only do they love reading and learning about such intelligent, driven, and successful women,
they're also learning so much about black history, US and World history, science and math all at
the same time from information in the book. The book has led the class into some wonderful
discussions about a variety of topics - and we're not even halfway through it yet! We will follow
up the book by watching the movie and comparing and contrasting the two. To go along with
the space theme in the novel Hidden Figures, in science we are going to do a flight experiment!
In Social Studies we are learning all about the 13 original colonies, the pilgrims and how our
early government was formed. We are also continuing to do really well with the GoMATH!
program and are currently working with decimals. The online component of the math program
continues to be a wonderful resource for the students and gives them the opportunity to learn and
practice the concepts in different manners.
In observation of Black History Month, the class has also learned about many people who've had
a huge impact on our country and the world - they've researched and wrote about men and
women and created a "quilt" that represents many famous people who've made the world a better
place. The 5th grade also helped their 2nd grade friends do research and a writing assignment
for Black History Month.
The 5th grade class also worked together on an act for the Talent Show this month - the girls
sang, danced and put on a great performance!

Resource Room (Mrs. Peters):
Language Arts/ Math Resource Room
Resource Language Arts grade 8 has completed reading a selection entitled Flowers for
Algernon. This short story focuses on a dynamic character that changes dramatically. A man
with a low IQ is the subject of a scientific experiment to triple his IQ. This first person account
allowed us to compare and contrast this character, as well as respond in writing regarding the
ethical implications of increasing intelligence in an artificial way.
Resource Language Arts grade 6 h as recently completed two short stories, Dragon, Dragon and
The Fun They Had.  Both of these stories allow us to compare and contrast characters by their
traits, complete plot diagrams to aid comprehension, and analyze author’s message. Discussion
and writing topics included taking and giving good advice and the value of human teachers to
guide and inspire students.
Resource Language Arts grade 4 has been focusing on learning new phonemes to increase our
sight word vocabulary. These phonemes are also correlated within our spelling units. We also
continue to work on improving our writing skills with emphasis on complete sentences and well
planned out paragraphs.
Resource Math 6/8 classes have been working on a unit that involves understanding variables
and expressions. Skills reviewed have been translating words to expressions, translating between
tables and expressions, understanding and solving equations using addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division.

School Counselor (Phelps):
The counseling office continues to buzz at lunch time. We have rotated individual and grade
level group lunches. By
the end of the month
the schedule will change
again to include a
specific counseling
group for students 3-8
who are dealing with
challenges associated
with divorce or a
changing family.
We have two positive
partner programs
scheduled for this month.
We will be doing the
Jump Rope for Hearts/
Kids Heart Challenge a
bit differently this year.
In conjunction with
Will Speelman, we have
decided to shift this
into a Positive Partner
Physical Education
event. Students signed up for fundraising for the American Heart Association as they have done

in the past, but the jumping event will be a whole school event taking place in the gymnasium.
Students will team up with their positive partners to cheer each other on during the event. The
“Littles” will jump rope and enjoy other activities and the “Bigs” will jump and shoot hoops for
hearts. A heart healthy snack will be provided.
The second Positive Partner event will be held on February 28 during our Read Across America
celebration. In honor of Dr. Seuss’ birthday, we have asked all students to bring in their favorite
book to share with their Positive Partner and they will read the books aloud and receive a BHS
bookmark to remember the event and the power of reading.
Our Peer Leader program is charging ahead. Students have been training to perform tours for
prospective students and helped to make the changes in the Kids Heart Challenge. We will soon
gear up for class lessons and plan our Kindness Challenge. We elected three students and one
alternate to participate in the School Improvement Panel and as such we have been discussing
ideas to enhance BHS.

AAE Advanced Academics & Enrichment (Ms. Meyer):
AimsWeb Assessments: The results of winter AimsWeb testing in Math and Language Arts
were shared with classroom teachers and Mr. Camardo, and that data helped make decisions
about instruction. (Detailed reports available upon request.) The new AimsWeb Plus system
allows teachers to see the rate of improvement for every student and to also compare each
student’s progress to the national rate of improvement in both Language Arts and Math. THe
system also provided detailed "Student Skills Plans" that can be used to target specific skills
needed by each individual student. AimsWeb remains just one tool in measuring student progress
and is never used without teacher input.
BSI: AimsWeb data and teacher input showed evidence to support that 4 BSI students were
eligible to EXIT the BSI program this marking period. Two students were added to the BSI
program based on scores, progress, and teacher recommendation. The number of students in
grades K-5 currently receiving BSI during the school day is 15 for Language Arts and 18 for
Math. After a hiatus to the BSI schedule so that AimsWeb assessing could be completed, 3rd
marking period BSI has resumed.

AAE- On Thursday, March 28th, AAE students will bring to life the town of “Old Gate” in the
gym for students in grades K-5. The town will also be open to parents on 3/28 from 5-6pm.
Based on/inspired by the “BizTown” model of Junior Achievement, each AAE student is
creating a piece of the town. Some of the organizations and businesses that will be in Old Gate
are a bakery, café, bank, bus system, zoo, public safety, pizza shop, tour guide, mayor, and even
a long-time resident. https://www.juniorachievement.org
Kindergarten AAE identification is underway, and letters to offer services to kindergarteners
should go home by the end of the month.
PEP- Students in PEP most recently had “Popcorn & a Movie.” They viewed the movie
DREAM BIG: Engineering Our World narrated by Jeff Bridges. The movie “is a spectacular
look at man-made marvels that will forever transform the way you think about engineering.”
The movie sparked discussions about how what we do in PEP has real world applications and
allows students to see how the STEAM skills we practice in PEP can help make the world a
better place.

Health/PE (Speelman):
In health classes we are in our substance awareness unit. The 6-8
students are working on video projects highlighting the dangers
highlighting the dangers of drug use. The Jump Rope for Heart
fundraisers with the American Heart Association has raised almost
$4700. I am hoping that we reach our goal of $5000.
Vocal/Instrumental Music: (Espinosa):

K-4 just performed for Grandfriend’s Day
K-2: Is continuing working on reading rhythms, and is preparing for the spring concert
3rd grade is working through the recorder book Essential Elements, and is preparing for the
spring concert
4th grade is learning intervals on the staff and aurally. They are also preparing for the spring
concert.
5th grade is learning about American popular music through the decades and is preparing for the
spring concert.
6th grade listened to some key artists for Black History Month, and continued working on
building chords

7th and 8th is learning about Rap music and its influence on American culture.
6-8 is also beginning to prepare for the Spring Concert starting this week.

Pre-Algebra/Algebra I (Wills):
Pre-algebra and Algebra are working on linear relationships. Students in Pre-algebra are writing
equations with variables on both sides and using different properties, while Algebra is focusing
on solving systems (more than one bivariate equation) of equations.

Science 6-8 (Galarza):
Science 6 is getting into Natural Disasters and starting off the Unit with the studies of Volcanoes.
Science 7 has just completed their Ecology Biome Projects, students created aquariums,
terrariums and water cycles to simulate ecosystems activity.
Science 8 has just completed their unit on chemical reactions and presented labs completed at
home with various chemical reactions from the caramelization in cooking steak to the acids
found in the sodas one drinks and what they do to fats in your body.
Math 2 is working on geometry and will be applying their mathematical concepts to a real world
surveying of a park.
Student Council held their Valentine day Rice Krispie treat fundraiser and gave every student at
BHS a positive valentine message.
K-8 students performed various acts in the Talent Show along with a faculty performance to a
Baby Shark remix.

Language Arts 6-8 (Fallivene):
6th grade LA . finished a unit on essay writing responding to literature
7th grade LA poetry unit wrote original sonnets and completes google slide projects about
American poets
8th grade LA finished novel the Giver and creating essays responding to theme and dystopian
societies
Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language,
inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the
text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary
of the text.

Social Studies 6-8 (Kennedy):
Last fall the 6,7,& 8th grades made cards remembering 9-11. We mailed them to Mayor De
Blasio. He responded with a wonderful letter to the students.
6th grade is performing their Greek skits this Wednesday for the 2nd grade. We are learning
about bullying and aggressive behavior through the 12 Labors of Hercules. When finished we
will be putting Hercules on trial. Ms. Wills will film it and we will send it to a 6th grade class at
St Catherine's school in Spring Lake Hts and they will be the jury. They will add their movie to
ours. The architectural projects with Mrs. Frizzell, designing a community, will be completed in
two weeks and on display in the hallway by the office.
7th grade is finishing up their Holocaust studies. They have completed their oral/tech reports and
Monday Nurse Sierotko will be coming in to do a nutrition project on people in the camps and
ghettos. I will be contacting a child of a survivor to come and talk to the students in March. The

sugar cube castles that are on display in the hallway by the office are coming down, so if you
have not had a chance to visit and see them, time is running out.
8th grade just did political cartoons on the president and the wall. they are finding out that
themes in politics are not new. They are learning about the Age of Jackson as well.
Stock Market Club in moving along nicely with 28 student participants and one teacher team.
Mr. Vizzone is again coming in to lend his expertise.
I will be attending, along with 6 & 7th grades, a math competition organized by Ms. Wills.

Spanish K-8 (Señor Urbano Venero):
Kindergarten - Students are being introduced to basic
Spanish elements of greetings, colors, numbers 1-10,
months of the year, and days of the week through songs
and videos..
1st grade - Students are acquiring a foundation of basic
Spanish terms and we are reinforcing greetings, numbers
1-30, the calendar, and colors through songs and videos.
2nd grade - We are reinforcing expanded greetings
through power point presentations, songs and practicing and assessing .acquisition through
quizlet and kahoot.
3rd and 4th - Students have been working and completing a basic powerpoint presentations on
their family tree.
5th - Students have completed their research and presentations on their selected
Spanish-speaking countries. They have begun working on the Family Unit (La Family) studying and practicing vocabulary.
6th and 7th - Students have completed the first part of the family unit (La Family) - the
vocabulary - and we are now reviewing grammar studying the conjugation of the verbs ser, tener,
and ir.
8th - Students have just completed the review of vocabulary for the Leisure Activities Unit (Los
Pasatiempos) and we are proceeding with the verb conjugations for this unit - ir, querer, and
question words.

Nurse/Health Office (Sierotko):
In the Health office I have been continuing to manage any health and first aid issues students
may have, as well as monitoring safety equipment throughout the school. Mr. Bish and I have

continued to work together to identify classrooms with high absences due to illness to do a
deeper disinfecting clean in those areas.
On January 29th we had a dental hygienist come in from the Ocean County Health Department
to speak with 2nd grade through 4th grade about dental hygiene and dental terminology. The
students had the opportunity to watch a short film on the importance of dental care, and had
plenty of time to ask questions. Each student also went home with a new toothbrush, pencil, and
stickers!
On Friday, February 22nd, two volunteers from the Toms River Lions Club came in to do vision
screenings for the entire school. The volunteers used the Spot Vision Screening camera. The
students were amazed at how fast the screening was, and any student that was being referred for
further evaluation got a print-out sent home with everything that was picked up by the camera.
I had such a great time practicing for and performing in the Bay Head Talent Show. The
students and other staff members did such a great job!

Clubs/Activities
Saturday Morning Sports (O’Connor & Wills):
Our winter Saturday Sports season was a success as the kids had fun while learning the important
fundamentals of the game of basketball. Sign-ups for the spring sessions have gone out and will
begin at the end of April.
 tudent Council (Galarza): Student Council hosted our annual Spirit Week to raise money and
S
awareness for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Monday was Blast in the Past Pennies,
Tuesday was Neon Nickels, Wednesday Dancing Dimes, Thursday Quirky Crazy Hair Quarters
and Denim Dollar Friday. Winners were announced at our Pep Rally on Friday where the
Cheerleading Squad lead by Ms. Kiss and Mrs.Silva performed a money survivor themed dance
and all students participated in a relay race. Second place winners with the most money earned
were 7th grade and they participated in Shaving Mr. Kennedy's head. First Place Prize were 8th
grade and they celebrated with Silly Stringing Mr. Camardo! Thank you again to all the students,
staff and parents who helped donate to this wonderful cause. The total money donated was
$2,100.00!! Way to go!

Cheerleaders(Kiss/Silva): The BHS Cheerleaders now have 26 girls and just participated in
their 3rd routine! They did great learning the routine in such a short amount of time!

Writing club (Fallivene) . Writing club students continue to write and create books, several
non-fiction informational books and fiction stories as well.
Stock Market Club is starting the beginning of February. It will run 10 weeks and is open to the
6, 7, & 8th grade students. Historically this has been the largest club/sport at BHS with almost
every middle school student participating. Mr. Vizzone has assured me that he will be coming in
to give his expertise again this year. .
Anime club is in full swing. we are meeting this week to select the next movie the club will be
offering. Grades 4-8 are invited with parental permission slips signed. We are looking to sponsor
a comic-con sometime during the third marking period where students will be able to dress like
one of their cartoon heroes.



Mrs. Califano was the recent recipient of the Golden Apple.

