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Principal Mitchell’s News

Mr. Erick Mitchell, Principal

Welcome to the 2018-19 school year at Castro Middle School. We are off to a good start with providing a rigorous
instructional program to our students. We have increased technology for every student to have access in all their classes.
The goal is to have our students proficient in technology for the 21st century as they move throughout their educational
careers. Each edition of the newsletter will highlight a grade level at Castro, where students and teachers will report
what is happening in that grade. There will also be a news about safety and security and our school site governance
councils (ELAC/SSC). And finally, please make note to the Calendar of Events for September and October. Bienvenido
al año escolar 2018-19 en Castro Middle School. Hemos tenido un buen comienzo al proporcionar un programa de
instrucción riguroso para nuestros estudiantes. Hemos aumentado la tecnología para que todos los estudiantes tengan
acceso en todas sus clases. El objetivo es que nuestros estudiantes sean competentes en tecnología para el siglo XXI a
medida que avanzan en sus carreras educativas. Cada edición del boletín destacará un nivel de grado en Castro, donde los
estudiantes y los maestros reportarán lo que está sucediendo en ese grado. También habrá noticias sobre seguridad y
protección y nuestros consejos de gobernanza del sitio escolar (ELAC / SSC). Y, por último, tome nota del Calendario de
eventos de septiembre y octubre.

Calendar of Events

ELAC

School Site Council (SSC)

Sept 18 - Picture Day

Parent participation in ELAC has been good this year. The
committee has been established and will be meeting once a
month. ELAC will be analyzing data relevant to our English
Learners and make recommendations to motivate our English
Learners to continue to work toward reclassification. The goal
of this committee is to ensure that our English Learners are
provided every opportunity to learn and become proficient in
English. We are looking forward to a successful 2018-19
school year. All are welcome to these meetings.
La participación de los padres en ELAC ha sido buena este
año. El comité ha sido establecido y se reunirá una vez al
mes. ELAC analizará datos relevantes para nuestros
Aprendices de Inglés y hará recomendaciones para
motivarlos a continuar trabajando para la reclasificación. El
objetivo de este comité es garantizar que nuestros aprendices
de inglés reciban todas las oportunidades para aprender y
dominar el inglés. Esperamos un exitoso año escolar 2018-19.
Todos son bienvenidos a estas reuniones.

Our School Site Council (SSC) was successful in managing
the categorical budgets this past school year. We were able
to provide buses for approximately seven fieldtrips and
purchase 78 chromebooks for student use in the classroom.
Additionally, Title I provided around 100 hours of tutoring.
We have almost established our council and will soon be
busy with Title I mandates that SSC is in charge of. SSC will
be ready to work in tandem with the Title I program and
continue to analyze relevant data in order to address student
needs in their journey to proficiency in ELA, Math and ELD.
SSC meets once a month and all are welcome.

Sept 18 - ELAC, 9:00 a.m.
Sept 19 - No School
Sept 21 - SSC, 8:00 a.m.
Sept 25 - 8th grade, High
School Fair
Sept 28 - Movie Night, 3:30 5:30 p.m.
Oct 5 - Coffee with the
Principal, 9:00 a.m.
Oct 9 - ELAC, 9:00 a.m.
Oct 11 - 8th grade, Zone of
Choice Selection
Oct 15-19 - Scholastic Book

Nuestro Consejo Escolar (SSC) tuvo éxito en la administración de
los presupuestos categóricos el año pasado. Pudimos proporcionar
autobuses para aproximadamente siete excursiones y comprar 78
Chromebooks para uso de los estudiantes en el salỏn. Además, el
Título I proporcionó alrededor de 100 horas de tutoría. Casi hemos
establecido nuestro consejo y pronto estaremos ocupados con los
mandatos del Título I a cargo de SSC. SSC estará listo para
trabajar en conjunto con el programa de Título I y continuará
analizando datos relevantes a fin de abordar las necesidades de los
estudiantes en su viaje hacia la competencia en Inglẻs, Matemáticas
y ELD. SSC se reúne una vez al mes y todos son bienvenidos.

Fair, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(Volunteers needed)
Oct 16 - Shortened Day, 1:57
p.m. dismissal
Oct 16 - Parent Conferences,
5 -7 p.m. (report cards
given to parents only)
Oct 17 - Report cards mailed
home
Oct 19 - Integrity Store
Oct 25 - College Fair
Oct 26 - SSC, 8:00 a.m.
Oct 26 - Student Halloween
Dance, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

School Safety and Discipline
Our Safety Committee meets monthly to discuss safety and security at Castro. Our goal is to ensure the safety of all students
and adults on campus. This month, students have participated in a School Expectations Assembly by grade level and we hosted
a Kaiser Permanente program, ‘Someone Like Me’. Help us encourage our students to be respectful, responsible, safe, and kind.
Nuestro Comité de Seguridad se reúne mensualmente para analizar la seguridad en Castro. Nuestro objetivo es garantizar la
seguridad de todos los estudiantes y adultos en la escuela. Este mes, los estudiantes han participado en una Asamblea de
Expectativas Escolares por nivel de grado y presentamos un programa de Kaiser Permanente, 'Someone Like Me'. Ayúdenos
a alentar a nuestros estudiantes a ser respetuosos, responsables, seguros y amables.

Digital Citizenship
Is your child always on his or her phone? We encourage you to be aware of what sites or apps they are using. Ask them and talk
to them about using these things responsibly.
¿Está su hijo siempre en su teléfono? Le recomendamos que sepa qué sitios o aplicaciones están usando. Pregúnteles y
háblales sobre el uso responsable de estas cosas.

School Mission
Sal Castro Middle School is committed to fostering a safe, collaborative, and nurturing learning environment where students participate in a rigorous and relevant STEAM curriculum
that promotes reflection and perseverance. Within this environment, students will demonstrate grade level knowledge in reading, writing, math, and critical thinking. Using 21st Century
skills learned and applied in all content areas, including collaboration, critical thinking, technology literacy, and productivity, culminating Castro students will be equipped to succeed in
high school and beyond and will understand that hard work can help them achieve success and make change possible.
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MATH

This month students created their own Math Journals and were signed up to Khan Academy.
Khan Academy is a free online resource that students can use to work on math skills.
“For math, I really enjoy learning long division and using Khan academy. The teachers expect more
from students this year so we are using chromebooks a lot more. I also enjoy using Khan Academy
because if you do your tasks, you can earn points to grow your pets!” (Ardee, 6th Grader)

ENGLISH

The stories that the students have been reading teaches them about standing up for what is
right, believing in yourself, and overcoming obstacles. The students actively read, discuss, and
respond critically, using questions that are aligned with common core standards.
“In English, I really enjoy learning about life lessons. I also like the reading from our text (Study
Sync) because it is really cool. The stories hook you and makes you want to keep reading more. The
life lessons from the stories help you live my life better because they teach you about “staying
positive” and “people deserve second chances”.(Ardee, 6th Grader)

SCIENCE

Students learned about Scientific Argumentation and started working with our online
curriculum, Amplify. In Amplify, Mr. Smith’s students began the Microbiome Unit using the
Scale Tool to compare microscopic organisms. Ms. Chan is beginning with the Ocean,
Atmosphere, and Climate Unit.
“I really like science because mostly, we use computers and write what we learn instead of using
paper. In Science we are learning the size of the smallest things on earth. Overall, I think science is a
great class with a great teachers.” (Anthony, 6th Grader)

HISTORY

Students are learning about the beginning of human history with Early Hominids to Early
farmers. Using reading comprehension strategies and Higher levels of thinking (Costa’s/DOK),
students compare, make connections to today’s world. They also use the lessons in history to
create an environment where there is learning, sharing, and constantly trying to understand the
purpose of our actions.
“ I like history because sometimes we read short stories and right now we’re learning about why other
villages/communities are attacked by others. This is one way that history class can be interesting
because it relates to some video games out there.” (Anthony, 6th Grader)

AVID

In AVID, students are engaged in organization, inquiry (higher levels), and using Focused
Note-taking strategies to excel in their classes by being engaged as confident learners.
“In AVID, we are learning about how we need to share our ideas like the Socratic Seminar- which is
good for sharing ideas. For example, today, we took notes and
highlighted about Disney vs. Magic Mountain. I personally like talking and sharing my ideas with
everyone!”

ART

“The reason why I like art is because we get to draw new stuff everyday. We are learning the different
meanings of words like texture, shape, lines, and tint which helps me draw three-dimensional, realistic
objects.” (Daniel, 6th grader)
“In art something I like is when we draw different types of art pieces. We learned about the different
types of lines like curved, parallel, and straight lines. I really enjoy learning about new ways at
looking and creating art.” (Antonio, 6th Grader)

ELD

“I really like Ms. Estrada because she is nice and because she is teaching us how to communicate and
she takes the time to explain things clearly. She also teaches that bullying is not allowed.” (Estrella,
6th Grader)

