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Contact Information

Transportation Department Contact Information

Pearsall ISD Bus Barn
717 East Colorado Street
Pearsall, Texas 78061
(830) 334-2116

Johnny Ventura Susie Gonzales
Transportation Supervisor Support Services Secretary

Pearsall ISD Administration Contact Information

Pearsall ISD Administration Office
318 Berry Ranch Road
Pearsall, Texas 78061

(830) 334-8001

Dr. Nobert Rodriguez Sonya Martinez
Superintendent of Schools Director of Human Resources

Pearsall ISD Campus Contact Information

Ted Flores Elementary Pearsall Intermediate
321 Pena Street 415 East Florida Street
Pearsall, Texas 78061 Pearsall, Texas 78061
(830) 334-4108 (830) 334-3316
Pearsall Junior High School Pearsall High School
607 East Alabama Street 1990 Maverick Drive
Pearsall, Texas 78061 Pearsall, Texas 78061
(830) 334-8021 (830) 334-8011



Message to Parents

The Pearsall Independent School District’s goal is to provide efficient and safe transportation
services to its student population. To accomplish this goal, we require dedicated staff whose
priority is safety, parental awareness and support, and student adherence to transportation rules.

Pearsall ISD asks that parents please do each of the following items listed below:
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Read and carefully review the contents of this handbook with your child(ren).

Help your child understand the importance of bus safety rules, guidelines and emergency
procedures. Instill in them the need to be respectful, responsible and safe.

Encourage your child to report any bullying, harassing or otherwise harmful behavior to
the bus driver and/or anyone listed in the Contact Informatiorsection.

Report unsafe driving practices to the Bus Barn/Transportation Office as listed in the
Contactinformationsection — date, time, location and bus number are essential elements
of areport. Contact your child’s school with changes in address, phone number and
emergency transportation information.

Contact any of the numbers/offices in the Contactinformationsection if you have a concern
you feel has not been adequately addressed.

Please remind your child that riding the school bus is a privilege for students, not a right,
which can be revoked if the student fails to observe basic standards of conduct and safety.



Transportation Eligibility Requirements

Students enrolled in Pearsall ISD who are residents of Frio County are eligible for
transportation under the following mileage limitations:

1 Any students living more than 2.0 miles of walking distance from their home campus.

1 Ted Flores Elementary students who receive special education services and live more
than 1.0 mile of walking distance from the school.

1 Intermediate and Junior High students who receive special education services and live
more than 1.5 miles of walking distance from the school.

9 Students who face hazardous walking conditions regardless of distance from the school
such as multidane highways, construction areas, etc., and as determined by the district’s
transportation department.

9 Students classified in special programs and/or are enrolled in classes that are not offered
at the student’s home school.

9 Note, that a tenth (1/10) of a mile may be added to establish a reasonable boundary.



Transportation Rules andProcedures

The procedures in this section are not meant to be all4nclusive, but rather, to serve as a guide in
helping provide the most efficient and safe means of transportation for our students.

The district makes school bus transportation available to all students at no cost who live within
the designated distances from each campus as indicated above. Bus routes and any subsequent
changes are posted at the school and on the district’s web site at www.pearsallisd.org.

A parent may also designate a child care facility or a grandparent’s residence as the regular pickZ
up and drop2ff location for his or her child. The designated facility or residence must be on an
approved “nearest bus stop”.

Students who participate in school sponsored trips are required to use transportation provided by
the district to and from the event. Each campus principal or administrator may make an
exception if the parent makes a written request that the student be released to the parent or to
another adult designated by the parent.

At the bus stop, studentsare expetedto:
9 Arrive 5-10 minutes before the scheduled pick4ip time.

1 Maintain an orderly line in preparation to board the bus promptly, without shoving or
pushing.

9 Stay out of the roadway.
1 Be considerate of nearby yards, driveways, houses, buildings, and private property.

1 Move toward the bus only after it stops and the driver has signaled that it is safe to
proceed.

On the bus, studentsare expectedo:
1 Follow the bus driver’s directions at all times.
9 Enter and leave the bus in an orderly manner at the designated stop.

1 Wait for the bus driver’s signal before exiting the bus.


http://www.pearsallisd.org./

Behave appropriately, just as if they were in a classroom.

Keep the aisle and emergency door clear of obstructions.

Keep their arms, feet, and head inside the bus at all times.

Not hold any object out of the window or throw objects within or out of the bus.
Be seated and make room for others to sit as well.

Standing is not permitted. Do not change seats while the bus is in motion.
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Be aware that the bus driver may assign seats and ask a student to move; this will only
occur when the bus is at a complete stop.

Not deface the bus or its equipment.
Not possess or use any form of tobacco, alcohol, drug or weapon on school buses.

Discard trash in appropriate containers.
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Fasten their seat belts, if available (see Bus SeatBelt Procedureson pg. 7)

When exiting the bus studentsare expectedto:

1 Walk 10 feet in front of the stopped bus. If the student must cross the road, do so only
after the driver has indicated it is safe to proceed. Refer to the illustration below regarding
the “Danger Zone” for school buses.

1 Refrain from trying to direct traffic upon leaving the bus.
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The following are rules posted on all bges:

The bus driver may assign seats

Be courteous

No profanity

Do not eat or drink on the bus; keep the bus clean
Violence is prohibited.

Remain seated

No smoking

Keep your hands and head inside the bus

Do not destroy property
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For your own safety, do not distract the driver through misbehavior

Misbehavior on the bus:

9 Penalty at discretion of the principal, depending on circumstances, may include removal
from the bus for 1 to 10 days or permanently.

9 Serious misbehavior on the bus may also be cause for disciplinary punishment, including
in-school suspension, out of school suspension or expulsion from school.

Bus Seat BeltProcedures

It is the goal of the Pearsall ISD Transportation Department to provide the safest student
transportation system available. The District requires that all students riding the District buses
comply with state law regarding the use of seat belts in some of our newer buses. Students who
may require assistance in using seat belts should ask the bus driver or monitor for assistance so
that all students are safely secured with a seat belt before the bus is put in motion. Drivers will
announce prior to the bus leaving that each student needs to be in their assigned seat and have
seat belts fastened. Students refusing to use seat belts in a legal and safe manner will be subject
to District disciplinary actions. Repeated refusal to wear seat belts will result in suspended riding
privileges from the bus.



Student Discipline for Bus Related Infractions

The bus driver may notify the principal of details pertaining to a disciplinary problem with a
student on the school bus. A bus driver may return a student to the school, or call the police, if
the student poses a serious threat to the safety and health of other riders. Students who violate the
behavior and safety rules may have busZiding privileges denied temporarily or permanently by the
school principal.

The taxpayers of the community have made a sustained financial commitment for the construction
and upkeep of school facilities. To ensure that school facilities can serve those for whom they are
intended, littering, defacing or damaging school property is not tolerated. Students will be required
to pay for damages they cause and will be subject to criminal proceedings as well as disciplinary
consequences in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.

Texas Education Code
Chapter 37 — Discipline, Law and Order, Subchapter E — Penal Provisions
8§ 37.126 Disruption of Transportation

a) Except as provided by 8§ 37.125, a person commits an offense if the person
intentionally disrupts, prevents, or interferes with the lawful transportation of
children to or from school or an activity sponsored by a school on a vehicle owned
or operated by a county or independent school district.

b) An offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.



Bus Accidents and Emergency Procedures

When a school bus is involved in an accident there is a plan in place to handle the situation. The
bus driver immediately contacts the Transportation Office and/or appropriate emergency agency
and help is sent to the scene.

When accidents happen there is often confusion. Try not to panic, stay calm. Stay in your seat
and listen carefully for instructions from your bus driver or attendant. Stay on the bus unless
there is:
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Fire or smoke
Danger of collision
Submersion (under water)

Danger of tipZver or fallHut

Stepsto Take in an Emergency Situation
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Stop all noise immediately; do not talk and stay in your seat to listen for instructions from
the bus driver

Follow the bus driver’s directions and wait for assistance; help is on the way
If you must exit the bus, go out the front door if possible or:

0 Use emergency doors (look for red handle and stickers or signs)

o Use windows if necessary by pushing out as a means of escape

0 Use roof hatches

Do not take any items such as books with you

Exit quickly and orderly so no one gets hurt

Gather at a safe location indicated by the bus driver

Check to see that your riding neighbor and other passengers are present and make your
bus driver aware if you notice someone is missing

If you have an incapacitated bus driver; do not panic, turn off the engine, apply the
emergency brake and remember you can dial 911 from a cell phone for emergency
assistance.



Bus Safety— A Team Effort

Students

Students are responsible for their behavior and selfZontrol on the bus and at bus stops at all times.
Disorderly students can threaten the safety of all riders by distracting the bus driver, making
the bus ride to and from school or school related activities an unpleasant and even intimidating
experience for others. School buses are an extension of the school, and students are expected
to adhere to the same standards of behavior on a school bus as in the classroom.

Students are expected to obey the instructions of the bus driver just as they would follow the
instructions of teachers and school administrators. Students must also remember that riding the
school bus is a privilege for most students; not a right, which can be revoked if the student fails
to observe basic standards of conduct and safety.

Parents

Parents can help further the safety of all students by making sure their children know the bus rules
and etiquette that help ensure safe, orderly, and pleasant bus trips. Parents also should make sure
their children know their bus route number, located in windows on both the right and left side of
the bus near the front. The number that is painted on the body of the bus is not used to identify the
route, but rather to identify the bus.

For elementary and middle school students, it is recommended that a parent or other adult wait at
the bus stop with the student to monitor and supervise their behavior and help with any
problems, such as a late bus. Both students and adults should stand near the bus stop, not more than
150 feet away, where they can observe the bus as it approaches.

Bus stops are selected to provide safety and convenience for most students, and to economize on
fuel and time that students spend on the bus. Parents should not request bus drivers to make
additional stops. Regulations prohibit bus drivers from stopping between designated bus stops.

At all times, studentsmay not:

1 Bring animals, alcohol, drugs, tobacco, weapons, glass containers or explosives onto the
bus

9 Use vulgar language or gestures, fight, or engage in sexual harassment or other improper
and/or illegal conduct

1 Throw any papers or objects in the bus or out the windows

9 Operate the emergency door without permission
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1 Smoke, drink, eat, or play radios without headphones
91 Damage or deface any part of the bus

1 Ride a different bus than the one they have been assigned to, unless they have written
permission from a parent and permission from the principal

Things to know:
1 Busdrivers and attendants may assign specific seats to students

9 Buses follow a routine schedule and typically arrive at their stops within a few minutes of
the schedule; on days of inclement weather, students and parents should expect some
delays due to road and traffic conditions

9 Students who miss their bus at school will need to go to the school office and contact
their parents to make other transportation arrangements; buses cannot return to the
school due to scheduling conflicts and time constraints

9 If a student gets sick during the school day, it is the parent’s responsibility to arrange for
transportation home; the school district does not provide transportation under these
circumstances

9 Students who miss their bus ride to school will need to have their parents make other
arrangements to get their child to school; again, buses cannot return due to strict
scheduling and time constraints
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District Bus Routes

The bus route descriptions below include major roads and stops along the routes:
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Route #1: Farm Road 1582 — Highway — Rigg Trailer Park — Roosevelt Street —
Sandhallow Road — Haynes St - Chaparral Road — Deer Crossing Sub Dividison County
Road 2000 — County Road 2005 — County Road 2010 — County Road 2015 — County
Road 2020 — 1582 Hwy FM - 11889 Farm Road Highway 85 — Shiner Ranch

Route #3: Highway 35 North — FM Rd 3352 — Turn Right 1-35 North to Moore, Tx turn
left on Hwy fMRd 462 — West 3™ St — | 35 North West Hwy 462 CR 1688 — CR 1670 —
CR 1700 — East Hwy 462 on back to 1-35 South back to Pearsall, Tx

Route #4: Killimar Trailer Park Hwy 81 — Airport Loop — Berry Ranch Rd — Burk Rd —
Cemetary Rd — Bigfoot Rd Hwy East 462 — FM Rd Hwy 3176 — Patton Ranch — CR 2662
— CR 2664 — CR 2665 — back to Pearsall

Route #5: Farm Road Highway 140 East — South Roosevelt — East Haynes — Turnaround
to Farm Road Highway 140 East — South Farm Road Highway 462 — County Road 2730
— County Road 3000 — County Road 3314 — back to Pearsall

Route #6: Fitch Road — Power Plant Road — Horizon West Road — Armadillo Road —
Vaughn Road — Comal Road — Divot Road — County Road 1581 — Cemetery Road —
County Road 1581 — Luna Ranch — Black Gold Farm FM 1581 — Access Highway 35 —
Farm Market 1581 — Sunset Ridge — Wildcat Road — County Road 1151 — County Road
1015 back to Pearsall

Route #7: Westview Apartment — Frio Motel — West Farm to Market Highway 140
toward Uvalde — turn South on Hwy 57 toward Bateville, Tx - Rock House Ranch — J&B
Ranch back to Pearsall

Route #8: Power Plant Road — Highway 35 North toward Moore, Tx — First Street —
Sixth Street — Third Street — Fourth Street — Business Highway 35 South Pit Stop back to
Pearsall

Route #9: FM Rd old 81 South Melon go under 1-35 on access FM Rd 81 to Derby Tx —
I-35 toward Gonzales Ranch — turn around — back to Pearsall

Route #12: US Business 81 — Sendro Rach — Wolf Trailer Parker — Power Plant Rd —
Horizon West Sub — Nolan Rd — VVaughn Rd - back to Pearsall

Route #10: Handicap Route IN TOWN ROUTE

Additional Routes: Daycare Services, Jourdanton Route, Batesville Route

*NOTE: The designatedtops areNOT a partof everyRoute,but a combinationof routes
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Acknowledgement Receipt

My child and I have been offered the option to receive a paper copy of or to electronically
access at www.pearsallisd.org the Pearsall ISD Student Transportation Handbook for the
20182019 school year. Questions regarding the Student Transportation Handbook may be
directed to your child’s campus principal. | have chosen to:

Receive a paper copy of the Student Transportation Handbook
Accept responsibility for accessing the Student Handbook by visiting the web address
listed above.

| understand that the handbook contains information that my child and | may need during the
school year and that students will be held accountable for their behavior and may be subject to
disciplinary action as outlined in the Student Code of Conduct. By signing below, we
acknowledge receipt of the handbook and the policies for student transportation.

Student Information

Name: Campus: ID#:

Signature: Date:

Parent/Guardian Information

Name: Emergency Contact #:

Signature: Date:
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