O God, you give the winter’s cold,
as well as summer’s joyous rays.
You warmly in your love enfold,
and keep us through life’s wintry days.
—Samuel Longfellow
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Bill Dahlgren, Chief Elder, Christ Lutheran Church
The Apocrypha are the 14 books that were added to the Old Testament
after it was closed in 424 B.C. The last chapter being Malachi. And here
ends the Old Testament acknowledged by all Jews and most Protestants.
The LCMS does not accept any of The Apocrypha. The Roman Catholic
Church accepts 11 of the 14 books of The Apocrypha as canon and
includes them in their Bible. The Roman Catholic Church eliminated
1 and 2 Esdras and the prayer of Manassas. All Apocrypha books were
written in Greek about 200BC to 100AD.

Why did the Roman Catholics
accept the eleven books of the Apocrypha?
The Reformation which came on in the16th century shook Europe to the
core, and the Roman Catholic Church at that time took a beating. Luther
had translated the Bible into German and he declared only the Hebrew
canon to be Scripture. He did include the Apocrypha between the
testaments as non-canonical history, but not as Scripture. The Roman
Catholic Church was backed to the wall. People were deserting by the
hundreds and hundreds. They were delighted with the refreshing
introduction to Bible doctrine which had been overlaid by superstition,
ignorance and neglect for centuries during the Dark Ages. Now the Word
of God was in print and available to the people. Doctrine began to be
taught again. People were responding. The Roman Catholic Church knew
it had to do something, and fast, or it would not survive. So, it called a
Council at Trent in 1546 to take steps to resist the Lutherans, and to settle
the question of the canon, because the reformers were turning back to
Scripture, and saying is what the word of God says that is what God
thinks and not what the pope or church tradition says. Only the Word of
God has authority over our lives. This forced debate as to what was the
Word of God.
After one stormy session of this Council of Trent, there were only 53 of
the delegates present, and none of these were scholars of canonical
history. But they ended the council by passing the decree by the Pope’s
authority that the Apocrypha were canonical and were to be accepted as
Scripture along with the unwritten traditions of the church. And with that
one blow, all eleven books were made Scripture and equal with The Word
of God, along with the unwritten traditions of the Roman Catholic
church. This was necessary for them to do in order for the Roman
Catholic Church to preserve certain doctrines. Purgatory was one of them.
They had no choice but to make the Apocrypha on the level with
canonical books, or else abandon much of their teaching and practices.
(continued on pages 3-4)
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The Protestant churches all along rejected the Apocrypha,
and though they were included in our excellent KJV for a
while as history, in 1827 they were removed all together
and permanently.

Why the Apocrypha
was rejected as scripture:
There are certain reason why we reject the Apocryphal
books, esteemed by millions today. If asked why you
reject them, the answer, “because my pastor said so,” may
be a good one, but it is certainly not enough!
1) It is universally acknowledged that they never had a
place in the Hebrew canon.
2) They are never quoted in the N.T. by the Lord Jesus
Christ, the apostles, or any N.T. writers, nor do they
themselves claim to be inspired. Jesus quoted very
frequently from Scriptures of the O.T, but He never
quoted from the Apocrypha. The Apostles quoted from
O.T. scriptures, but they never quoted the Apocrypha.
3) Josephus, the Jewish historian, lists the O.T. books as
the 24 of the Hebrew Bible and our 39. The Apocryphal
books are excluded.
4) Philo was a great Jewish philosopher of Alexandria
(20B.C. to A.D. 50). He wrote extensively, quoting
frequently from the O.T., but never even mentions the
Apocrypha.
5) There is no list of the O.T. canon made during the first
four centuries A.D. which includes the Apocrypha.
Periodically, Christian writers would make a list and say,
“these books constitute scripture.” Always, the 39 books
were in them, but never was the Apocrypha included.
6) Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin held to the
Hebrew canon, emphatically rejected the authority of the
Apocrypha.
7) No writer of the Apocrypha claims divine inspiration
and authority. Some even disclaim it.
8) No line of prophets existed and the time the
Apocrypha were written between the testaments.
9) Apocrypha contain many historical, geographical, and
chronological errors and distortions of O.T. stories. These
contradict themselves, as well as Biblical and secular
history.
10) These teach doctrine and practices contrary to the
canonized Scriptures. This is one of the strongest points

against the Apocrypha. For example, one of the
Apocryphal books sanctions lying under certain situations.
Another place sanctions suicide and assassinations.
Another verse teaches salvation by works through
almsgiving (Ecclesiasticus 3:30). 2 Maccabees 12:40-45
teaches prayers for the dead, from which the concept of
purgatory comes. The apocrypha teach that the
Samaritans should be hated. Ecclesiasticus 33:26 teaches
that if have slaves you should treat them cruelly. Wisdom
of Solomon 8:19-20 teaches the concept of the preexistence of souls, and that souls can meet in the world
before they are born.

Here are the 14 books
of the Apocrypha:
1. 1 Esdras a compilations of II Chronicles, Ezra, and
Nehemiah. In some places this name is substituted for our
book of Ezra, and a III Esdras is the title of this book.
2. 2 Esdras is a series of seven visions. It is the
apocalyptic one, similar in style to Revelation. Sometimes
Nehemiah is called this, then this is called 4 Esdras.
3. Tobit a religious romance that took place in the
Babylonian captivity. It is not good history, but is fanciful.
4. Judith a romance story in the time of
Nebuchadnezzar. There is little historical basis. It has a
low moral tone and justified the idea that the end justifies
the means. This is one reason why we reject the
apocryphal books – because they teach things
contradictory to the canonical books. This one teaches
that whatever you do, it’s all right as long as it’s going to
be for a good purpose.
5. Additions to the book of Esther This is
written in Greek and purportedly is the remainder of our
canonical book of Esther. It is a series of visions, letters
and prayers, explaining difficulties and enlarging on
Esther. This book contains several internal contradictions.
6. The Wisdom of Solomon is an ethical book
commending wisdom and righteousness and condemning
iniquity and idolatry. It is a book that imitates Solomon’s
writings.
7. Ecclesiasticus – Notice the “-cus” on the end. This
is not our Ecclesiastes. It is also called wisdom of Jesus,
son of Sirach. It is a valuable book of instruction on
conduct. It has proverbs and wise sayings from many

Christ Lutheran Messenger, January 2019, p. 3

sources. It is quietly long, patterned after Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and Job in our Bible.
8. Baruch is a weak imitation of our Jeremiah. Baruch
the author is called a scribe. It consists of prayers and
confessions of the Jews while in Babylon. The epistle of
Jeremiah is a little thing attached to Baruch, containing
warnings to the captives against idolatry.
9. The Song of the Three Holy Children has
to do with the 3 friends of Daniel. It is one of three
apocryphal books added to the book of Daniel. In the
Septuagint, this is inserted after Daniel 3:23. It contains a
prayer of Azariah or Abednego, telling of the miraculous
deliverance from the fiery furnace and their song of
praise.
10. The History of Suzannah (this is not the one
with the banjo on the knee) is a religious romance
detailing the deliverance of a pure woman from the
schemes of two immoral men. She purportedly escapes
their designs by listening to the advice of Daniel. This is
added to the book of Daniel at the beginning in the LXX
(Septuagint), and at the end in the Vulgate.
11. Bel and the Dragon. Bel is an idol worshipped
along with the dragon by the Babylonians. A thrilling story
about the destruction of Bel and the dragon, and the hero
is, guess who? Daniel. It also records his deliverance from
the lion’s den, and this is the third addition to Daniel. In
the Roman Catholic Bible, you would read Daniel with
these three additions.

under the leadership of Matthias Maccabaeus, a zealous
priest. He was followed in this by his son. In 165 B.C.
Judas Maccabaeus, his son, regained possession of
Jerusalem, purified the Temple. He was later killed in
battle, but followed by his brothers and the nephew,
making the line of priest-rulers by treaty with Rome. Out
of this eventually came the Herodian line of rulers in
power in Jesus’ day.
1 Maccabees gives a complete, and generally accurate
account of this period of time. It is one of the brilliant
eras in Jewish history, (from a human standpoint) when
they had great zeal for God and to doctrine. They enjoyed
a measure of freedom at this time, although they were in
open rebellion against God-constituted authority and
eventually the nation reaped a tragic harvest from this
rebellion. But the book was NOT scripture.
14. 2 Maccabees is a supplement of fifteen years of
history of 1 Maccabees (176-161 B.C.) It is prefaced by
faked letters to Jews in Egypt. It contains a lot of
unrealistic features. It stresses moral features, etc. It is not
very trustworthy as history.
The Roman Catholic Church accepts eleven of these
fourteen books as canonical. It eliminates 1 and 2 Esdras
and the prayer of Manasses. The rest are included. The
writers of these Apocryphal books are unknown. None of
them claim to have been inspired, or to be a prophet. All
the Apocrypha books exist in Greek. They were written
from about 200 B.C. to A.D. 100.

12. Prayer of Manasses is a deeply penitential
prayer, supposedly by Manasseh king of Judah while he
was in prison. It is usually placed after Psalms and is
supposed to be a supplement to 2 Chronicles 33:18-19.
13. 1 Maccabees is one of the more valuable of the
apocryphal books it is good for history, detailing the
account of the forty years of the coming to reign of
Antiochus Epiphanies to the death of Simon Maccabaeus.
In 171 B.C. the Syrian king, Antiochus Epiphanies who is
referred to in our book of Daniel (Dan. 8:9) as the little
horn, plundered Jerusalem, profaned the Temple, and
killed many of the Jews. In 168 B.C. Antiochus offered a
pig on the Jewish altar of the Temple and made an altar to
Jupiter in the Jewish Temple. This is referred to as the
desolation in Daniel. 8:13. Antiochus forbade worship by
the Jews and forced the Jews to eat pork, which was an
abomination to them. This raised such a furor, that
Antiochus (a type of the antichrist) was revolted against,
Christ Lutheran Messenger, January 2019, p. 4

Secret Prayer Partners Luncheon
Audrey Dahlgren hosted a lovely luncheon
for the church members who participated
in this year’s “secret prayer partners” program.
It was fun to learn the identity of the person
who has been praying for you all year through a gift exchange.
We participated in a Bible Quiz where the winners
received gift cards to Trump Golf Course.
We enjoyed Christmas carols from a barbershop quartet!
Thank you Audrey for a great afternoon to kick-off the Christmas season!
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Why First Graders Love Science!

Not every student may be confident about coming up with a

science fair project, but first grade teacher Sarah Turnbull has the answer: it’s easy to motivate the students because
first graders love animals! Using this natural love of animals as a springboard, the project incorporated the
development of important skills that students will need as they progress through school. To prepare, the students used
books to become experts about the life cycle and unique characteristics of their chosen animal (reading
comprehension). As they worked on their dioramas (3D construction) the students also completed a workbook (using
complete sentences, improving handwriting) and drew illustrations (visual arts). Finally an oral presentation (eye
contact, voice control) allowed each child the opportunity to shine before their classmates and included a Q&A
section (critical thinking). The science fair welcomed students from other grade levels and the first graders
enthusiastically answered questions from visitors. This colorful and fun science fair project wrapped up with a bulletin
board quilt that brought to life the camouflage ability used by many animals. With the completion of this multidisciplinary activity the first graders are well on their way to becoming well-rounded students with a love of science.
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Recapping Christmas at Christ Lutheran Church and School...
During the month of December our church and school campus is bustling with activity to celebrate the birth of Christ.
Students spent countless hours rehearsing for Advent Programs they delivered beautifully as they sang and danced their way
through the Christmas Story. Our Middle Schoolers performed in the “Mystery of the Manger” and our TK
and Kindergartners rejoiced in the “God’s Promise Came True” performance. The preschoolers celebrated the birth of
Christ in their “Happy Birthday Jesus” program and our 3rd and 4th graders gave us the ABCs of Christmas during a Family
Worship Service.
We had an opportunity to get out into the community to declare “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” during the San Pedro
Holiday Parade and hosted the San Pedro’s Pastor’s Fellowship where our Kindergartners supplied entertainment during
lunch. Our Parent Teacher League hosted a Family Fun Night where we decorated ornaments for our classroom Christmas
Trees. We had a wonderful Christmas season and look forward to what the Lord has in store for us this year!
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What do you get when you combine preservation of national forests and the principle of one-point
perspective? Ask any student in Charlene Soon’s Kindergarten class and they will tell you: Sequoias!
These beautiful images of sequoia trees seem unlikely to be created by such young students, but that’s the
magic of Art 2 Grow On. As students created their paintings, they learned about the life cycle of trees,
John Muir’s conservation efforts, and the Yosemite and Sequoia National Forests.
Several times during the school year, each class has a lesson led by a parent docent who has been trained
to present the project, and with other parent volunteers works to ensure that each child is successful.
The projects go beyond encouraging self expression to learning about connections to history,
the environment, art concepts, world culture, and more.
The other featured project starts with a simple wire loop and finishes as a beautiful free-form sculpture, as
inspired by internationally known artist Barbara Hepworth. The students will learn to differentiate between
realistic and abstract art and be introduced to the concept of negative space as a design element. The results
are stunning!
Thanks to Charlene Soon for sharing the Kindergarten artwork and to all the volunteers whose efforts make
the Art 2 Grow On program successful at Christ Lutheran School.
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