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Marching Band?
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Marching band is a performance group that has been running for 11 years, with no signs of stopping. It is directed
by David Schwartzer and co-directed by Emily Hopkins.
The theme of their show this year is “Above the Stars,”
with three movements featuring compositions from the
film Apollo 13, Gustav Holst's “Planets Symphony: Jupiter,”
and the Star Trek remakes.
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Currently, in marching band, there are quite a few events
going on. According to Jeanne Turpault, the Lead Drum
Major in the band, they have several major competitions
coming up. One of the biggest events, the home exhibition performance occurred on October 20th. During the
event, bands from around the area came to compete,
though our own school only competed in exhibition.

Page 9: Read about the girls’ tennis
team

Our band did compete in other competitions. First, they
competed in a competition on October 6th. They came in
second place. More importantly, the band also competed
in the Major Yamaha Cup at Rutgers Stadium. They ended up in first place, winning for Best Percussion, Best
Guard, Best Effect, and Best Visual Performance.
They also competed in a few other competitions at the
end of October, such as Cavalcade of Bands on the 27th
and the State championships on the 28th. After that, they
follow the football team
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leader.
Currently, there are only two drum majors in marching
band. Turpault said, that while the work is intense, they
hope the result will be well worth it. She encourages everyone to look out for marching
band performances during pep
rallies and football games.

Looking ahead to November, Turpault hopes to accept
more awards on behalf of the band and has quite the responsibility too.
According to the marching band handbook, the Lead
Drum Major is responsible for conducting the band on
the field and in the bleachers. The Lead Drum Major also
attends to any needs that arise during rehearsal like assisting with the metronome. They are also a liaison between
the staff and students and are expected to be a strong
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By: Michael Stivala
Scorpio: October 23—November 21

Gemini: May 21—June 20
Try and stray away from talking about politics this
Thanksgiving. It could turn very ugly very quickly…

You're the sign most likely to start a family
fight. Keep busy baking pies or managing your fan- Cancer: June 21—July 22
tasy team. It's best for you to stay out of any drama! Even though you both dread and look forward to
Thanksgiving, don't let crazy family members get
you down. Maintain your tough outer shell!
Sagittarius: November 22-December 21
Enjoy this time! We know how much you love to
spend it with your family!

Leo: July 23—August 22

Try not to arrive fashionably late again. And by the
way we know how you try to pass off
Capricorn: December 22—January 19
Eat as much as you want. The diet starts in January! anything you've bought at a grocery store as your
But make sure to save some stuffing for the rest of own.
us.

Virgo: August 23—September 22

Aquarius: January 20—February 18
Even though you might think its a good idea now,
skydiving in a turkey costume is not a good way to
celebrate Thanksgiving. Why not do something
normal like the rest of us?

Pisces: February 19—March 20
Take time to give to your favorite charities. Giving
is one of the things you do best.

Aries: March 21—April 19

It doesn't matter if we try and warn you because we
all know you're going to go bake elaborate dishes
and make eccentric centerpieces, but please let people finish what’s on their plate before you pick it
up to start cleaning the dishes.

Libra: September 23—October 22
Every year you upstage the host or hostess with
your charm so maybe tone it down a bit this year?
And make sure to stick with your plans instead of
shopping for a better Thanksgiving to crash.

Hit the mall super early for the sales - you have the
energy! And make sure not to let too many people
invite themselves over for Thanksgiving again

Taurus: April 20—May 20
This holiday make sure to get your downtime, or
else you'll be a grumpy bull!
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“She’s like a Rainbow.” The stiff gestures and formal
bows melted away to a Woodstock clash of thrashing
limbs and bobbing heads. The scene is meant to set-up
the tone and style of the show; conventional and restrained norms
melt away and
By: Caleb Briggs
are replaced by
Recently, I had the pleasure of observing a rehearsal
unbridled and
for the High School's upcoming performance of Shake- youthful emospeare's “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
tions.
The play is a story that chronicles the joy, drama, and After the actors
inevitable heartbreak that accompanies teenage love.
were over an
This is, however, a fantastical and light-hearted take on hour into reteenage rohearsal, Leila
The entire cast in their costumes
mance with
Davis—the assisthe story betant set designer—emerged from the wings and gave a
ing set in a
tour of the stage. The amount of work put into the
forest full of
production was evident.
færies during
the 1960s.
However, at the time this article was written, the whole
The story
cast and crew still had a long way to go. They still werealso features
n’t able to run through the whole play. When asked
a town where
what the most challenging part of learning this play has
the adults,
Cast members practicing for the show
been, both actors and directors answered with the lanauthorities, and
guage.
sensibilities reside.

Shakespeare Hath Cometh to
Hopewell: A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

“It’s definitely not your standard, stuffy Shakespearean
play,” said the director of the play, Miss Katherine
Rochon, in an interview. “Sure this has been done before; but there have been no published works—that I
know of—in which ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ is
set in the ‘60s.”
But Rochon hasn’t been working alone. With her is a
cast of 25 students, over twice the size of last year’s
cast. They performed a scene called “The Bergomask
Dance.” It was run by the student choreographer and
the actress playing Puck, Maeve Merzena. The scene
begins with a slow, Renaissance-style dance before
Mick Jagger asks the audience if they’ve “seen her
dressed in gold, like a queen in days of old?” Then the
music during the scene turns into the Rolling Stones’
The Bulldog Reporter

But Ms. Rochon has a way
of solving this problem,
saying, “Before running any
new material, we sit down
and talk about what this
means to us. And if there’s
anything we’re unsure of,
we look it up. It’s more important for the actors to be
on the same page than to
always fully understand the
printed words, I think.”
The play is
scheduled for
November 2nd
and 3rd.

Above: Poster for “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream”
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Hopewell Valley’s Got Talent
By: Sophia Stivala
It’s that time of year again! On Friday, October 12th,
Hopewell Valley Central High School held it’s third
annual talent show. This has also been the third time
that choir teacher Randy White has run the show. At
this year’s show, there were a total of seventeen acts as
well as their featured performers, the Backtrack Vocals.

When asked about the acts for the show, Mr. White
said, “All the acts are unique and showcase the high
level of talent our CHS students possess!”

featured the Backtrack as a guest artist, which hasn’t
been done before.
While he runs the talent show, Mr. White enjoys
meeting new students from CHS, seeing the amazing
talents that they have, and “watching their joy at performing in front of an audience and hearing that applause!”
“People tend to think of the talent show as a competition, but it is not!” Mr. White said. Although the competition gives out prizes, it is because it takes a lot of
courage to audition. Local businesses donate a lot of
items to the talent show.

The acts included singing, dancing (tap and Indian),
instrumental music (such as the drums, piano, bass gui- “Maybe the students have seen some of these kids pertar, and the Egyption Tabla drum), and even stand-up form, or know that they perform, but they feel like its
"not their scene" or that they "don't know enough
comedy.
about performing" but this night, and many other
nights throughout the year are just for enjoyment!” Mr.
Mr. White shared that each year is different as new
White said.
kids audition and others graduate. This year’s show

Social Awareness Spread by Students
Club
By: Oliva Levin
Do you want to make a change in your community?
Are you interested in discussing important issues that
impact our town and lives? Would you like to get a
new perspective on a wide variety of topics?

unique needs of the people of a community, religion,
or nation where one lives… Immigration, women’s
rights, and animal rights are among the many topics
discussed during meetings. Professionals come in to
talk about these issues and use their expertise to inform students about these issues.”

Paz reflected on her inspiration for SASS Club, saying,
“We started this club because we noticed a need for a
designated place to discuss these types of concerns and
If you answered yes to any of these questions, the Soissues. We hope that SASS increases awareness of social Awareness Spread by Students (SASS) Club may
cial issues around CHS. Every little bit you learn has
be the perfect group for you. Started this year by sophthe potential to make a difference.” The SASS club is
omores Paz Baum and Isabelle Leung-Kahler, SASS
already off to a great start and will continue to grow.
Club encourages students to see the world from a different perspective through thoughtful discussion and
The club meets on the first Friday of every month in
the knowledge of guest presenters.
Room 221, and updates can be found on their website: https://tinyurl.com/sassclub. Information about
Paz Baum, one of the co-presidents of the club, explained what social awareness means to her and other the club’s meetings is also posted via the email list and
over morning announcements. If you have any quesmembers of the club. “Our interpretation of social
tions, you can contact Isabelle or Paz at isabelawareness is the understanding of the diversity and
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Civics Education: A
Necessary Addition to NJ
Curriculum
By: Paul Frank

required to take a half-course of civics, they
were able to fulfill the requirement with a
wide range of social-studies coursework.

While New Jersey students were previously

to take civics separately. The new law also

This has been a recipe for inconsistency.
Students’ history education may discuss
contemporary world events and federal
Students’ understanding of civics is far too government issues, but it may miss basic
important to be left to chance. But with
lessons on how government works at the
civics education varying widely from district state or local level. Lawmakers this past year
to district, that’s what has been happening came together and created a possible soluthroughout New Jersey.
tion.
Soon, New Jersey schools will be held to a
The new law, Senate Bill 2725, will require
higher standard. A new law will mandate
most students to take a separate high school
that high school students take a half-year,
civics class. Only students who cover the
stand-alone civics course starting in the
topic as part of a higher class—like an Ad2020-21 school year.
vanced Placement course—will avoid having
holds, the College Board established a program that granted fee waivers to those who
qualify. These fee waivers cover the cost of
What’s worse than taking a three-hour long the SAT, its assorted subjects tests, applicatest? Paying money to take a three-hour long tion costs for four colleges,and other benetest on a Saturday. Yet, this is precisely what fits. A student may receive a fee waiver if
their annual family income falls within the
more than 1.8 million students do every
year. According to a report released by the Income Eligibility Guidelines (less than
$25,100 for a household of four), or if they
College Board on the graduating class of
2017, these students have taken either the are enrolled in or eligible to participate in
the National School Lunch Program,
new SAT (on the 1600 scale) or the old
among other qualifying conditions.
SAT (on the 2400 scale) at least once during high school.
However, according to the 2017 SAT Suite
of Assessments Annual Report by the ColThe College Board is self-described as a
“mission-driven, not-for-profit organization lege Board, students who used a fee waiver
performed significantly worse on the SAT
that connects students to college success”
than those who did not (see figure I). The
and administers various standardized tests
average score for the SAT was 1060. Of
like the PSAT, AP tests, SAT subject tests,
and most notably, the SAT. Unfortunately recorded scores, students who used a fee
for most high school students, the SAT has waiver had an average score of 978 while
students who didn’t use a fee waiver had an
become inescapable when applying to colaverage score of 1087. Therefore, it can be
lege. But the situation is much worse for
concluded that students from low-income
low-income students.
families (fee-waiver users) generally score
The SAT continues to depend on students’
lower than other students.
preparation for the exam and favors students from higher-income families. One of Low-income students are inherently disadvantaged when preparing for the SAT.
the most glaring pieces of evidence is the
Although the College Board does offer free
discrepancy of scores between low-income
families, who most likely cannot afford test online test preparation on Khan Academy,
and many libraries carry SAT preparation
preparation, and families who can afford
books, it is hard to replicate the experience
extra test preparation like SAT classes or
of a real SAT tutor or instructor. Tutors can
tutoring.
provide students with individual strategies.
To help students from low-income house-

The Cost of the SAT
By: Eva Nee
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requires that students study and complete
the civics portion of the naturalization test
that immigrants must take to become U.S.
citizens.
This is great news for our democracy. Students who understand their role as citizens
are better equipped to participate in elections and hold officials accountable. A renewed focus on civics will also make it less
likely that New Jersey citizens will be duped
by memes misconstruing how government
functions. And at the very least, students
will know how they can make a difference
in their communities, whether it be writing
to their member of Congress, attending a
city council meeting, or voting once they
turn 18.
But the price for tutoring services or instructional classes can range from anywhere
between $45 to even $3,000 for the eighteen-hour SAT Comprehensive Tutoring
course offered by the Princeton Review.
This makes it difficult for low-income students to receive adequate test preparation.
Furthermore, the College Board Annual
Report revealed that students with parents
who have a higher degree of education
score higher on the SAT.
What does this have to do with income?
Typically, families who have an educated
background are likely to have a higher income than families who are not as well educated. As reported by the US Census Bureau in 2009, a person with a doctorate
degree earns $83,000 more than a nonhighschool graduate. Thus, less educated
and low-income families are further disadvantaged when taking the SAT.
If there are no adjustments to the SAT, lowincome students are perpetually stuck in a
cycle of disadvantages. It is imperative that
the nature of the SAT test changes. It must
become a fair test, where it does not matter
how much money their family earns or how
educated their parents are. When it comes
to standardized testing, no group should be
put at a disadvantage, especially not because
of their socioeconomic status.
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Sotomayor and Kagan Visit Princeton
By: Anna Salvatore

ton on a glorious spring day and fell in love with it.

How do you find a mentor?

Hours after Judge Kavanaugh cleared a key procedural vote on
October 5th, Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor spoke at
Princeton University for “She Roars,” a female empowerment
conference. The venue was packed with three thousand alumni,
who scrambled in as soon as the doors opened to snag seats.

“You don’t find them; they find you,” said Justice Sotomayor.
“You have to demonstrate your ambition” and show them that
you’re interested in learning. And if they give you advice, put it
into practice. They won’t want to help if their suggestions are ignored.

Although Kavanaugh was confirmed to the Supreme Court the
very next day, his name wasn’t mentioned once. Moderator
Heather Gerken, the dean of the Yale Law School, stuck to uncontroversial questions about the justices’ careers and college experiences. And it’s hard to blame her. If Kagan or Sotomayor commented on Kavanaugh, the ensuing media explosion would
eclipse the conference. That said, it felt strange to laugh about the
justices’ poker proclivities while such pressing questions went unasked.

What’s it like to be the only woman in the room?
“I don’t believe you can be part of the working world,” said Justice
Sotomayor, “without having a story about being treated differently
because you are a woman… It can leave scars.” Most every woman
in the room nodded in agreement. Sotomayor qualified, however,
that there have been many good men who have mentored her and
understood the importance of gender equality.
Justice Kagan’s predecessor as dean of Harvard Law School, Robert C. Clark, decorated his office with pictures of previous deans.
It was “13 of the scariest-looking older white men,” she recalled.
“And so the first thing I did [as dean] was I took that picture
down.”

I sat in the press section, which was comprised of two rows of
chairs in the back right-hand corner of the room. If I tilted my
head, I’d have a clear, albeit distant, view of Justice Kagan. Justice
Sotomayor was visible if I bounced in my chair. Of course, the
journalists sitting around me were less concerned with seeing the How do you write your opinions?
justices and infinitely more concerned about meeting their deadlines. They typed furiously into their laptops, adding details to pre- Dean Gerken asked about Kagan’s “weaponization of the First
Amendment” line in Janus, a recent public unions case. This led
written outlines and dashing off emails.
to a fascinating detour about how the justices want their opinions
to be read. On the one hand, Sotomayor likes to make people feel
things — to convince them of the moral justice of her position.
I straightened in my chair when Justice Kagan began talking about
Not so much for Kagan, who wants her readers to think that the
swing justices. Over the last thirty years, she said, there have almajority has screwed up. “I guess I want them to feel it,” she addways been justices who vote unpredictably in major cases. First
ed, laughing.
came Sandra Day O’Connor, and then came Anthony Kennedy.
Neither voted in lock-step with the president who appointed
them, which enabled the Supreme Court to look “impartial, neu- Fun fact: Kagan
tral, and fair.” Now, she said, it’s not so clear that the Court will
credits her senior
have a swing voter: a polite way of saying that Justice Kavanaugh
thesis adviser, Sean
will vote often with the conservatives. “All of us need to realize
Wilentz, for teachhow precious the Court’s legacy is.”
ing her how to
Here are some conversation snippets:

Why did you choose Princeton?
Justice Kagan said that, like most seventeen-year-olds, she had no
idea what she was doing when she visited colleges. She saw PrincePage 6

write. He was sitting in the front
row.
Photo credit: Princeton University
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Teachers Rally for Support as Repre- In previous years, the teachers’ representatives met
with the Board of Education to negotiate the terms
sentatives Meet to Negotiate
and agreements of the teachers’ contracts. However, if
the representatives and the board are unable to reach
an agreement before the contracts expire, then the
teachers work under the contracts from the previous
year. The teachers’ contracts expired on June 30th, and
In early October, a group of around 200 teachers from since then, their representatives have been meeting
around the Hopewell Valley school district assembled with the Board of Education to negotiate new terms
outside the Board of Education’s main building in or- for the contracts.
der to show support for their representatives of the negotiations, a union member said.
Mr. Tkacs said that the negotiating team was working
to find a “fair deal for both the teachers and the
Head negotiator and social studies teacher Paul Tkacs Board.” He also voiced some optimism for the future
said, “The point of the rally was for the staff to be able of the meetings between the union’s representatives
to come out and show support for the representatives and the Board of Education.
who were bargaining on their behalf.”

Contracts
By: Paul Frank

Wuzzles

By: Maia Wilenius

Each of the following wuzzles represents a common idiom or figure of
speech. Try to guess what each one means!

Answers are on Page 12
The Bulldog Reporter
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Cross Country: Shore Coaches Invitational led by Sean Dolan (12) who won the race in a time
of 16:14 while Will Titus (12) finished in 7th at
By: Abby Van Selous
16:50 and John O’Connor (12) in 8th with a time
of 16:52. Sam Fowler (11) was among the top 50
On October 6th, the Hopewell Valley cross counrunners while Elliot Bangarter (11) and Gavin
try team traveled an hour to Holmdel Park in
Fowler (11) finished among the top 65. Henry
Holmdel, New Jersey. This course is widely known
Rogers (10), meanwhile, finished in the top 120
as one of the most difficult in New Jersey. The
runners.
course, which is 5 kilometers (3.1 miles), features
rolling hills, known as “rollercoasters,” at the beginning of the first mile. The infamous “Bowl,” an On November 3rd, the cross country team has
State Sectionals, where over 70 schools will be in
incredibly difficult hill that’s roughly 150 feet,
attendance. In order to move on to Groups on Notakes place on the second mile.
vember 10th, the team must be among the top five
in Sectionals. Good luck, Bulldogs!
The boy’s varsity team ran against 25 teams in the
Varsity D race and placed second. The team was

Hopewell Valley Field Hockey
By: Julita Thanapalasingam
The Hopewell Valley varsity field hockey team had
a strong start to their season when they won their
first game 3-1 against West Windsor-Plainsboro
South. Sporting a strong offense, midfield, defense,
and goalie, the team continued to achieve more
victories as the season went on. Some of the best
games include winning 3-1 against Allentown, 6-0
against Hamilton West, 3-1 against Lawrence, and
2-1 against Notre Dame.
Notre Dame’s varsity field hockey team remained
undefeated until the Hopewell Valley Bulldogs beat
them out with the final goal, adding another win to
their current record and going up in the current
CVC rankings. Hopewell had 2 goals, 9 shots on
goal, and 6 goalkeeper saves.

the HV Field Hockey Varsity coaches, the hard
work and dedication of the team can be seen during games and practices as they play through the
sweltering heat and pouring rain,
Field hockey pre-season started on August 13th,
and the regular season started on September 6th.
The varsity, JV, and freshman teams all have practice every day after school, working on their various
skills and showing their talent. The varsity and JV
teams start off their practices with a run, then go
on to stickwork like pulls and passes. They then
move on to practicing penalty corners, 3 v 3 drills,
strokes, containing, and shots on goal.
The varsity team showed their skills in their October 9th game against the Steinert Spartans, with 6
goals, 3 assists, and 6 goalkeeper saves, adding up
to a grand 6-0 win. The JV team had a win as well,
with a score of 2-0.

Coached by Pam Edwards and Kelsey O’Gorman,
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Girls’ Volleyball
By: Sophia Stivala
The Girls’ Varsity Volleyball team has been working hard all
season long. Currently, this is varsity coach Dan Williams’
fourth season working with the volleyball program, with the
win record for the team, as of October 11, at 5-17.
In terms of the team’s skills this year, Mr. Williams believes
that the team is in a position to be able to end the season with
more wins than they have in previous seasons. The coach
shared that the goal for this year was to surpass last year’s team
win record as well as to become more proficient in volleyball
and their specific positions.

The Varsity team’s captains are seniors Tiffany Lonchar, Sammy Pietrinferno, and Tessa Sharma.
“Being the captain is incredibly rewarding and really brings my
high volleyball career full circle,” Tessa Sharma said. She said
that she has learned so much about teamwork and cooperation. Being captain as also helped her discover what to say and
do to help lift her teammates’ spirits.
For the remainder of the season, the captains hope to play well
and win as many games as possible. The team works really
well together, and they have all been able to improve both as
individuals and as a team.
At the end of the volleyball season, the team will be able to
compete in the end of season playoffs.

“The team has worked hard all season long and are on the
edge of having a breakthrough...If we can just get over the hur- “Volleyball is an amazing sport that becomes more and more
fun as you improve, and I encourage anyone who’s interested
dle, then we will have something special on our hands,” Mr.
to try out next year!” Tessa said.
Williams said.

Hopewell Valley Girls’ Tennis
By: Hope Zheng
Despite countless weather cancellations and tough opponents, the girls’ tennis team is looking to end the fall sports
season with a winning record.
“We've had a lot of adversity with weather,” remarked
Coach David Burchell, “but despite that, we made it to the
second round of the state tournament and lost a tough
match to the number two seed in Group 2. We have so far
had a winning season; we still have a few matches left that I
think we have a good shot to win.”
Former varsity players Marissa Liu (first singles), Joyce
Huang (second singles), and Haley Schoenberger and Helen
Sun (first doubles), all graduated last year, leaving the sevenplayer varsity lineup wide open. This year’s team, consisting
of seasoned members as well as talented freshmen, rose to
the challenge of filling their shoes.
Junior Hope Zheng and freshman Jacky Sun stepped into
first and second singles while senior Katee Kemether and
sophomore Nerissa Lundquist made third singles. Seniors
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Ruby Jacobs and Quetzal Baum were placed at first doubles
and senior Lauren Coppins and freshman Olivia Lundquist
at second doubles. Kemether, Coppins, and fellow senior
Raaga Singireddy were selected as captains for the 2018 season.
“We have a good nucleus of five returning varsity players for
starters next year,” Burchell said. “Some of our singles players, our number one and two, who are Hope and Jacky, will
both be back. We have some… freshmen, Olivia Kim and
Olivia Lundquist, and [one of] our number three singles
[players] will be back, Nerissa [Lundquist].”
“I couldn’t ask for a nicer bunch of players,” Burchell said.
“They’re team-spirited, school-spirited, and I’m proud to be
their coach.”
There will still be several open positions next year, and
Burchell encourages anyone with an interest in tennis to
join. During the season, the girls’ tennis team competes
against many schools in the area and participates in the
county and statewide tournaments, providing many opportunities to improve and interact with other tennis players.
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An Overview of the Financial Aid Program
By: Paul Frank

It’s important to remember that a student’s eligibility for
these programs can be influenced by their gender/ethnicity, SAT and AP test scores, extracurricular activities, etc.

In early October, CHS held an informational meeting
Section Two: The Application Process
about how the updated Financial Aid Program will operate
for the 2018-19 and 2019-20 school years. Here is a simpli- Students can apply for financial aid with one of two differfied overview of the program.
ent application forms: the CSS Profile or the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Section One: Types and Sources of Financial Aid
The CSS Profile is the least commonly used application
There are three main sources of financial aid: federal, state, because only 400 colleges in the United States use it to deand academic.
termine how much aid they provide to students. However,
if students apply to a school that accepts this form, they can
Federal grants are only available for students who attend
complete the application as early as October 1st. A student
school in the continental United States. A few examples of must go to www.student.college board.org/profile and regthese grants are Pell (max award of $6,095), SEOG (max
ister an account, complete the application, make a basic
award of $4,000), and TEACH (max award of $3,736).
payment of $25 (other applications cost $16 after the first
These awards are provided to students who meet the repayment), and then submit their CSS Profile.
quirements of high academic performance, participation in
extracurricular activities, community engagement, and so
FAFSA is the most accepted form application for financial
on.
aid in the United States. Students can complete the appliMeanwhile, state awards are only offered to highperforming students who attend a college or university in
New Jersey. These awards include grants, but they mostly
include scholarships like the Tuition Aid Grant (TAG),
Educational Opportunity Fund (EOF), Governor’s Urban
Scholarship (GUS), and NJ STARS. All of these scholarships require a demonstration of financial need or disadvantage, proof of citizenship, and a minimum unweighted
GPA of 3.0. The scholarships differ in awards, ranging
from $200 to $2,500.
Academic financial aid programs include school scholarships and payment plans for student loans. The scholarships vary for each school, but the system for paying off
student loans is the same. The annual aid payment provided to dependent students—students who receive additional
aid—is $5,500 per year and increases by $1,000 with each
year of college education. For independent students—
students who don’t receive additional aid—the annual payment plan starts with a rate of $9,500 and increases by
$1,000 with each year of college education.
Page 10

cation by first going to https://fsaid.ed.gov/. Then they can
complete separate student and parent applications in order
to create a Federal Student Aid ID. Each student and
parent’s ID will be based on their income, taxes, the number of family members in college at the time of applying,
etc. The ID will then be used by colleges to calculate the
amount of aid a student should be provided with. This is
called the Expected Family Contribution (EFC).

Students can complete the FAFSA and CSS Profile applications between October 1st and February (deadline is undecided). Then, between February and May, colleges and universities will send “award letters” which offer students different scholarships and financial aid plans. If a student fills
out and returns the school’s award letter, then schools will
send the student a bill for the Fall Semester. That tends to
happen between June and July.
For more information, students should go to
http://www.hesaa.org/Pages/PlanforCollege.aspx.
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